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Change  of  professors  in  ike  New  Cailege-'^ames 
MelviUe  becomes  minister  at  Anstruiher—-and 
at  KHrinny — his  disinterested  conduct-^ohn 
Jonston — learned  Englishmen  invited  to  Sc&t^ 
land — Melville  elected  rector  of  the  university 
^^fimmess  displayed  by  him  in  that  qffke^^he 
sits  as  an  elder  in  the  kirk  session  of  St  An^ 
drews-^is  conduct  as  a  member  of  presbytery 
'""death  of  Erskine  of  Hun — puNic  affairs-^ 
Arraris  return  to  court  frustrated  by  the  firm- 
ness of  the  ministers^-^conspiracy  of  the  popish 
hrds-^iheir  excommunication  and  criminal  pro^ 
cess — reasons  of  the  king's  partiality  to  them-^ 
calumny  against  Melville  and  his  nephew  as 
favourers  if  BothweU — loyal  disposition  of  the 
ministers  of  the  church — MdviUe^s  reasoning  be- 
fore the  Lords  of  Articles-^-he  eiccompanies  the 
expedUion  against  the  popish  lords — who  leave  the 
Jnngdom — Melville's  poem  on  the  birth  of  prince 
Henry — hisbroUwkh  JBaJfomr  ofBurley — death 
of  chancellor  Maitland — renovation  (f  the  Cove- 
nant— return  of  the  pifpifh  lords — the  court  re- 
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church-^-^ngtilar  interview  between  the  King 
and  Mehille — his  share  in  Blades  declinature 
— tumult  in  Edinburgh. 


Since  the  year  1586,  MelviBe  had  met  with  no 
molestation  in  the  performance  of  his  academical 
4i»ti^  Nor  ^i  wy  thing  d0serving  of  p^icija? 
tetice  P0j5»r  in  th^  Cojletge  during  thU  iutmal, 
Q^^t  1^9  ^i«nge3,  in  the  pro&ssors  wl^o  taught 
mwliCT  liim. 

Ji^mes  Melville,  firom  tlie  time  that  he  fini^- 
ed  his  studt^  at  the  imiversity,  intended  to  devote 
hiift$dtf  to  th^  service  <;^  the  church  as  a ,  parochial 
i^dinister  i  and  tli^  only  thing  whi(^  had  preveot^ 
him  &iim,  ^^itifying  h^  predile<^tj»fi  fpr  thif  em* 
pkjnu^it*  w»s  a  oQ^vi^op,  th^t  hisi  a8i4stiwce  was 
Beccpiry  M  his  ^^le  a^t  the  cqniKn^ffo^fyieQf  of  his 
Utew«y  op?wtiw*i  Tb?  ftflWrs  of  ^  thwlogical 
sexaj^ary  a^t  St  Andrews  were,  brought  to  such  a 
settled  Md  proioii^Ag  state,  that,  with  tbe  consent  of 
diX  p^ie^  \»f  i\\  th^  autumn  of  1586^  apcepted  of  a 
call  &pm  the^  parish  of  Ans^truthcir^  to  which  he  Mf^s 
soon  ^^r  admitted  by  th^  preshy  tery>  *.   Hi«  pr^e- 

*  '*  1586.  22^  ivLj  Oct*  being  Sondajr,  Mr  James  MelviJl  oor 
mimistaic  now  began  and  ministered  the  sacranMOt  of  Baptiame 
^  4iftfr  M\tiws  in  Aastrathsn*'  (IkgjLM«r  9i  BiHka,  &^«  in  An- 
^)  la  the  records  of  that  sesaioo  the.  name  of  Andrew 
an  elder,  frequently  occurs  ^  and  as  the  witnesses  at 
Rb  were  generally  the  relations  of  the  parents,  it  is  pro- 
s', ffom  thefodowtng  mtnule,  C|mt  he,\raa  iiUio44o  tbi  Fkiii- 
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cessOT,  Willfem  Clark,  a  pious  and  laborious  minist^^ 
Iwd  been  burdened  with  the  care  (tf  the  neighbouring 
{Irishes  of  Kilrinny,  Pittenweera  and  Aberoromby  ; 
according  to  the  vicious  ammgement  whidb  the 
(kmrt,  in  concert  with  the  spoilers  of  the  ecdeaasfical 
i:evenues,  had  sanctioned  *.  James  Melville  entered 
on  the  same  extfensive  iSh^rge,  but  it  was  with  views 
very  remote  from  those  of  a  necessitous  and  mereeiiary 
pluralist.  By  his  exertions  with  the  parkhionen^  and 
with  the  proper  courts,  separate  ministers  w;6re  settled 
it  Pitte^eem  and  Abercromby,  in  whose  fiivour 
he  relinquished  the  proportions  of  stipend  due  to 
him  from  these  places.  He  had  brought  with  him  as 
an  assistant,  Robert  Dury,  a  connection  of  his  own  f ; 
To  him  he  ddmitted  the  diarge  of  Anstruther  witU 
all  its  ei»)lunients,  while  he  himsdif  removed  to 
Kilrinny.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  three  years,  bd 
j^rovided  a  minister  for  each  of  these  four  paridies^ 
which  had  been  long  deprived  of  the  dispensatic^ 
of  divine  ordinances,  or  had  enjoyed  that  benefit  but 

cfpal.  *^  1588.  25  JuQii.  Aodro  Melvill^  a  cbyld  baptisit  called 
Andro.  Witncs  Mr  ADdro  Melvill."  (Ibid.)—"  3  November 
1590.  Androu  Melvill,  ana  child  baptizit,  called  Robert.  Wit* 
nesses  thoinas  Movton  of  Cambo  and  S^  Jo^  Melfill  of  canibie.^' 
(Record  of  Kirk  Session  of  Anstmtlier.) 

♦  Melville's  Diary,  pp,  1,101.  "  Mr  W°*  Clerk  min'  of 
je  kirkis  of  Kyltnarynnle  and  anstruther  deceissand  in  ye  month 
of  fel^  1583^' — no  person  was  placed  in  his  room  on  the  8th  of 
June  1583.  (Reg.  of  Present,  of  Benef*  vol.  ii.  f.  133.) 

t  James  Melville  had  married  Ulizabeth  the  daughter  of  John 
Dory,  minister  of  Edinburgh  and  afterwards  of  MontrosCf 
Robert  Dury,  if  npt  a  son,  was  at  least  a  relation,  of  that  minis; 
ter.     He  married  Elizabeth  Bamsay,  and  ont  of  his  children  ivas 

k  2  • 
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partially  and  occasianally  *•  On  his  settlement  in 
KiMnny  he  huilt  a  mans^  almost  entirely  at  his 
own  expence.  The  legal  funds  for  supporting  the 
minister  being  alienated^  the  parish  had  volun- 
tarily bound  themsdves  to  pay  him  an  anhnal 
stipend.  This  he  relinquished  for  a  sum  of  money ; 
and  with  it,  added  to  what  he  could  borrow  from 
his  friends,  he  purchased  from  the  family  of  An- 
struther  the  right  to  the  vicarage  and  ty the-fishes. 
Instead  of  taking  his  title  to  these  from  the  laird 
of  Anstruther  as  tacksman,  in  which  case  he  would 
have  secured  the  repa3rment  of  what  he  had  expend- 
ed, he  entered  to  the  benefice  by  presentation  and 
institution,  as  actual  minister ;  thus  securing  it  to 
bis  successors  in  office,  and  leaving  his  family  to  pro^ 
vidence,  and  to  the  sentiments  of  justice  and  gratis 
tude  with  which  the  future  incumbent  might  be  in- 
fspired.  He  paid  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster  out 
oi  his  own  stipend ;  and  m  the  parish  was  populous^ 
and  he  was  often  called  away  on  the  common  aShitn 

presented  to  baptism  by  George  Bamsay  of  Langraw.  (Session 
Rec.  of  Anstruther,  May  18. 1605,  and  Marcli  8. 1607.)  '*  Mr 
Androw  Meluill"  was  a  wrtiiess  to  the  baptism  of  a  son  of 
JDury's,  named  Andrew,  and  a  daughter,  Margaret.  (Ibid. 
March  18.  1592.) 

*  The  minutes  of  the  kirk  session  of  Anstruther  Wester,  con- 
tain the  following  most  natural  expression  of  disappointed  love, 
on  their  minister's  leaving  them.  Had  he  taken  that  step  ^'  for 
any  worldly  respect,^'  it  might  have  been  difficnit  for  him  to  have 
read  it  without  a  pang  of  remorse.  **  Mr  James  Meluill  touk 
his  guid  ny^  ^oni  yis  cogrega^n  ye  said  monet  of  October  1590 
▼€*•  and  tout  hin^'to  kylrynnie  to  be  yair  minister.  God  forgif 
him  yat  did  sa,  for  I  know  and  saw  him  promes  yat  he  suM 
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of  tb^  chur^,  he  oonrtantly  maintained  one  to  assist 
bim  in  Us  parochial  duties.  Indeed,  his  whole 
conduct  in  this  afikir  exhibits  a  rare  example  of 
ministerial  disinterestedness,  which,  in  this  calculat- 
ing Mid  knowing  age,  will  be  in  danger  of  passing 
for  folly,  not  only  with  the  professedly  worldly,  but 
even  with  those  whose  spirituality  is  so  exquisitely 
sei^tive  as  to  shrink  from  the  very  idea  of  a  kigal 
or  fixed  provision  for  ministers  (rf  the  gospel  *• 
^  James  MelyiUe  was  sncceeded,  as  professor  of 
Hebrew,  by  his  cousin  Patrick  Melville,  who  had 
held  the  same  situation  at  Glasgow  f .    About  the 

never  laif  vrs  for  any  vardlie  respect  «a  IftDg  be  lyvit  except  be 
▼ar  fot:96it  be  ye^irk  and  bi»  Ma.  bot  nevir  he^g  fcfmt  klther 
be  kirk  or  bk  Ma*^  l^ift  w."  (lb. .  October  .6.  1590.)  The 
t4WD  of  i^strotiier  Easter  belonged  to  tbe  parish  of  Kilrinny. 

*  Melville's  Diary,  pp^2 — 9.  After  stating  that  be  had  ex- 
pended 3,500  merks  on  tbe  manse»  and  2,400  merks  on  tbe 
fiends,  be  says :  *^  My  friod  wald  aski  What  I  baiff  for  my  i«- 
{ieffof  sicMPSies.  I  aoswer,  tbe  fiiwour  aod  protudeace  of  aiy 
.goid-God.  For  giff  he  spear  my  dayes,  with  rest  in  bis  kirky  I 
hope  lie  sail  utreade  all  my  dettes.— ^if  not,  and  tbe  Intrant  be 
wortbie  of  tbe  ronm  of  this  ministrie,  God  and  bis  conscience 
trill  moue  him  to  pay  tbe  deat  resting^  giff  he  will  not,  the 
grieff  and  los  will  be  graitfer  to  baiff  sic  a  man  in  the  roum,  nor 
of  myne  to  pay  my  deattes  whowbeit  they  sell  the  books  and 
j^enessing  for  y*  effect.—- As  for  the  Town  and  paroche  tbe 
henefit  indeed  is  thaira:  let  them  y'for,  as  I  hope  they  will,  con- 
sider thair  dewtie  &c.— -I  man  ernestlie  admonlsche  the  hous  of 
Anrtmtfaer  nevir  to  mein  to  acdame  againe  the  tytle  and  posses- 
siooB  of  thay  tetiid»— for  I  promise  heir  a  curse  and  malediction 
from  God  upon  whosoever  sail  intromet  and  draw  away  the  com- 
moditie  y'of  from  tbe  right  vs  of  sustening  of  the  miustrie  of 
,  Gods  worschipe  and  of  tbe  saloation  of  Gods  peiple,"  &c. 

t  *'  M.  Fatrkius  Melvin'*  signs  the  Articles  of  BeUgion  in  tbe 
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same  time  John  Calddeugli  was  ^mploytd  to  teach 
as  a  fouFth  profesisor^.  Robertson  continued  in 
the  college  until  the  year  1593^  when  he  either 
diied  or  resigned  his  situation,  and  was  i^cceeded 
by  John  Jonstoii.  Jonston  was  a  native  of  Aber- 
deenshire, and  of  tile  fimiily  of  Creimond  f .  After 
finishing  the  ordiniry  course  of  study  at  King^s 
College  in  Ahprdeen,  he  went  abnoad^  and  continued 
during  eight  years  to  eultivate  polite  aatd  sacred 
letters  at  the  most  celdbrated  universitiesr  on  the 
bontin^nt  {:,    Haying  gained  the  frie^dship  of  the 

University  of  St  Andrews  jn  1^87,  and  in  the  following  year  be 
was  ehosen  one  of  tlie  ^otorV  assessors. 

^  Gvant  hyMmesJto  Mr  John  Galdpleqgh,  anno  1588^  (MS. 
in  Bibl.  Fac.  Jnrid.  Edin,  Jatp.  v.  i.  12.)  This  ratifies  and  dis- 
pones to  bim  *^  the  3d  place  of  the  Lectors  and  professors  of  the 
itaid  new  Cc^le^ge/'  and  assigns  to  bim  **  for  bis  stipend  yearly 
Three  chalders  of  vijctoaU  togelber  will)  a  Hundred  pouni^ 
iBooey.^'  It  states  that  be  hi|d  been  choseif  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  refonnation  of  the  oniveFsity  and  had  taoghf  witli- 
in  the  said  college  continoaUy  since  that  time*  But  it  apptars 
Irom  the  Commissary  Rebopd«  that  Andrew  MeWille,  James  Mel- 
TtUe,  and  John  Robertson  wer^  the  only  professors  betfreen  1300 
and  1584. 

f  John  Jonston  calls  himself  *'  Aberdonensis^'  in  tlie  title* 
page  of  his  Heroes ;  but  this  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  he 
was  bom  ii^  the  town  of  Aberdeen.  In  his  Last  Wili  he  constitotes 
Robert  Johnston  of  Creimond  one  of  his  executors,  and  be- 
queathes a  small  legacy  to  the  laird  of  CaskHien.  ^*  Item  I 
leave  to  Mr  Rob*  Merser  persooo  of  Banquhoric,  my  auld  kyad 
maister,  in  toiken  of  my  thankefol  detvtie,  my  qekyk  cope  w*  the 
silver  fit.'' 

%  Consolatio  Christiana,  per  Joan.  Jonstonum,  p.  4.  In  1581, 
he  was  at  the  University  of  Helnistadt,  whence  ke  sent  a  MS« 
copy  of  Bncbanan'a  SpharOf  to  Pinciert  who  poblished  a  second 
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chief  fordgn  HtetaU,  and  s^t  some  tiBie  in  £i%- 
Isnd,  be  retuifned  to  Ms  dative  ocnmtry.  Joijstoii  vm 
at  iiie  same  time  a  seliolar)  k  yoet^  and  a  jdivine. 
MelviQe,  who  had  heard  «f  hk  tefutkimtt,  ^ksfm^, 
wasisonaueh  pleHsed  with  him  on  a  pertonal  in- 
terview, that  he  never  ceased  until  he  parOGUred  him 
as  an  assoeiite  in  the  Vfojtk  of  theological  iastnio- 
tion  *.  His  admisikion  was  CfppQseA  by.  Calddeu^, 
who  thought  Mmself  entitled  ta  Ii4>bert8on'8  ptaee, 
and  had  reconnse  to  l^;al  meastnreft  ta  enfiarce  hk 
daim;  but  he  liot  only  lost  hiacaw^  but  was  alsp 
deprived  of  the  situattoi^  whieh  he  already  held  in 
the  college  f- 

About  this  time  the  King  invited  Hugh  BfOUf^ 
ton^  the  celebrated  Hebridim,  to  Stotiand  t*  I 
should  have  mentioned  h^fere^  that  Melville  joined 
in  an  invitation  to  Cartwright  and  Tr&vers^  tiie  two 
i/reD-knov^n  Eng^h  noii-cwftnnisist  to  oohmj  to  Sit 

ediMD  rf  tlMKt  poiiD^  nith  ivo  epignimB  bj  JohnfttoB.  (Sph£era»  a 
Georgia  BrdiaiuiiM  Scoto.  A  5,  6.  Herbornse^  1587.)  In  1587, 
Jbe  was  lo  tbe  Uoiv^rsitj  of  Rostock,  vhither  Lipsias  wrote  liira  ia 
very  flattering  terms,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  letter  and  a 
poem  Irom  liioi.  (Lipsii  Opera,  lorn.  ii.  pp.  49»  50u)  In  1591^ 
be  was  itodyiog  at  Geneva^  (Hov«ii8,  D«  Beconciliatioae : 
Epist.  Ded.  ad  Joan*  Jonstonnm.  Basil.  1591.) 

*  C<Ni8#iatio  Cbrisliaoa,  iijt  supra,  ppw  4,  5.  In  the  Dedication 
of  that  work  (4.  eid«  Feb.  1609,)  Jonston  says  be  had  been 
oriy  14  ytMTS  in  the  Universitf  of  St  Andrews^^*'  binaa  annorum 
liebdomadas^^*  Bat  "  Mr  Jhone  Jbonesoun  maister  in  ye  new 
college^'  vrm  elected  one  of  tbe  eldcrt  of  St  Andrews  *'  Die 
-^XTiii?  memit  Novemhris  1593.^^  (Record  of  Kirk  Session.) 

t  Melrille^a  Diary,  p.  saa. 

t  Stfyp^'s  Life  of  Wbitgift^  (A.  1595.)  p.  432, 
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Audrefws^  on  the  e^eetiim  ,o(  the  t][^l<^^cal  cpU<^gc  m 
tbat  «ity  .^*    .Thea©  inyitetioa^  wetq^  aot  accepted. 
^  In  the  year  169©,  th&  yc«^^)le  James  Wilki^ 
principal  of  St  LeoBard!&  CoH^ge,;  ^^d,  Rector  of  the 
ftniversity,  died.     Robert. Wilkin  g^uccped^  to  the 
fcnmer  of  these  places. .   Mejvilk  w%  ?]^ed  Rec- 
tor. ;  and  continued  \^  h^ld  the  ^ffioe,  by,  r^^ejectipu, 
for  a  number  (rf  years.    IJe.  had  mor^  than  one 
opportunity  of  shewing  his  r^s^^tiq^  and  pudeqc^ 
as  chief  magistnite  of  the  tmiyersity^      |n  these 
times^  when  the  students  .forip€i4  A  j^parate  coinmUj- 
nity  under  a  jurisdictiw  independent  c^,  the  tow;^ 
in  which  they  resided,  frequent  feuds  occurred  be- 
tween them  and  the  inbabit<E^t9*    The  i^udents  of 
divinity  at  St  JVndrews  had  4tt^  up  a  jdace  in 
the  g^rdra  of  their  poUeg^,  in  ifhicb  they  plight 
ta^ke  the  f^rourite .  amusfsp^t  of  shooting  wit^ 
the  bow.     Caldcleugb»  '^  one  <^  the  i^ast^];9  o^ 
theology,   but   scarce  yet  a  scholar  in  archery,** 
ttmusing  himself  one  day.  with  this  ex/^ci^cw  .oyer, 
shot  the  mark  so  far,  that  his  arrow,  flying  ovei: 
-several  houses,  lighted  in  the  neck  of  ope  Turnbull, 
aiPaltinan,  who  happened  t9  b^  pafisipg Jihrough  an 
adjoining  lane.     The  wound  was  neither  mort^ 

*  FuIler^s  Charch  History,  vol.  iL  p.  215.  Tiial  bi^orian 
las  inserted  the  letter,  of  which  he  possesiefl  the  origiaal,  ulidir 
the  year  1591  ^'bot  it  bears  iitteitial  marks  of  its^  baviiig  be^ 
tvritten  in  1580,  before  Melville  left  Glasgow.  It  was  subicrib- 
ed,  according  to  Fuller,  "  Ja*  Glaigney  (Glasguen.)  Academise 
Cancellarlus.  Alaynus  (A.  Hayias)  Rector.  TfaomatSmetontii^ 
Decanos.  Aodreaa  Melvinus  Collegij  prapfectus.  Mr  Dtividi 
Wems  minister  GlaBCovicfnais.^^       '  . 
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nor  dangerous ;  but  some  indinduala  who  nvete 
inimical  to  tbe  New  Colkge  laid  hold  on  the  ac- 
cident to  inflame  tile  minds  of  the  inhabitants.  A 
mob,  collected  by  the  ringing  of  the  town-bell; 
fitaroed  the  gate  of  tbe  collie,  and  finding  .Melville% 
chamber  securedi  eaUed  for  fire,  and  threatened  t^ 
bum  tbehouse^  with  all  that  were  in  it,  unless  Cald- 
eleugh  was  instantly  delivered  ul>  to  them,  lif 
addressing  them  froih  a  window,  and  flattering  some» 
and  threatening  others,  Melville  succeeded  in  gaiiv- 
ing  time,  till  his  friends  assembled  and  rescued  him 
from  his  critical  stualion.  The  to^wn  council,  yield- 
ing to  the  popular  clamour,  took  up  the  cause,  and 
kisisted  that  the  rector  should  renounce  all  right  to 
judge  in  the  affitir,  and  find  security  to  produce  th^ 
aggressor  before  them,  or  the  loid  of  regality,  pro- 
vided Tumbull*s  wound  proved  mwtal*.  Some 
of  Ms  friends,  alarmed  at  the  storm  raised  against 
the  university,  went  and  gave  the  security  wbieb 
was  demanded ;  but  he  refused  to  compromise  Iw 
authority^  or  allow  the  outrage  to  pass  unpunished. 
The  magistrates  ware,  accordingly,  called  to  aax)unt» 
and  obliged  to  delete  the  oUigation  firom  their  re- 
cords. The  ringleaders  of  the  riot  were  brought  to 
trial,  and  would  have  been  severely  punished,  had 
mot  MdlviUe  put  a  stop  to  the  prosecution,  upon  their 
submission,  and  giving  bend  lor  their  future  peace- 
able conduct  f . 
He  was  no  less  ready  to  fortify  the  authority  flf 

»  ^ee  Note  A*  t  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  225—6, 
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the  magistrfttes  of  the  town,  whmi  dssftiled  by  the 
tiurbuknt  and  amhitiot^,  than  >he  wad  to  assert  th« 
rights  of  the  university.  The  a^irs  of  the  horm^ 
had  been  grossly  mismwaged  under  the  direction  of 
Learmont  of  Dairsie,  who  had  for  numy  years  beUl 
the  oS&ee  of  provost.  In  the  year  1^02,  the  burgessesi, 
availing  themselves  (^  their  right,  elected  ane^^iei- 
individual  as  chief  magistrate.  Incensed  at  bemg 
•excluded  from  an  office  whic^  he  considered  as  h^ 
reditairy  in  his  family,  Dairsie  sought  to  revenge 
himself  on  his  principal  opponents ;  and  BaUbur  of 
Burley,  one  of  his  friends,  repeatedly  entered  St 
Andrews  during  the  night  at  the  head  of  an  armed 
force,  and  committed  depredations  upon  the  inha- 
bitants. At  length  having  assembled  all  his  retaiiir 
ers,  Dairsie  prepared  to  mdce  a  more  daring  attadc 
on  the  town.  Melville,  being  informed  o£  this,  as- 
sembled the  members  of  the  univerBity,  perscHtded 
them  to  take  arms  in  drfence  of  their  bvethreD,  put 
himsdf  at  their  head,  bearing  a  white  spear,  the 
badge  of  bis  rectorial  office,  in  his  hand ;  and  hav- 
ing joined  the  forces  of  the  town  and  of  some  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,^  went  out  to  meet  Dairsie,  and 
gave  him  such  a  reception  as  discoiifaged  him  from 
repeating  his  turbulent  and  illegal  aggressiosia  *. 

Among  his  other  employttients,  Mehrille  acted 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  ru^g  elder  in  the  con- 
gregation of  St  Andrews.  It  was  evidently  sl 
matter  of  imp(»rtance  that  kiik:  seiMona  dmild  con- 

*  Melville's  Drary,  p.  226, 
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tnkn  mch  individuals  within  tb^ir  boundi{)  as,  in 
•dditifm  to.rdigimis  qualifi<Miti<im,  posseflnaed  the 
ippeateat  wiidom  and  authority*  In  bordiigh^,  it 
was  the  ahnost  invariable  custom  to  have  ^ome  of 
the  eldei^  obosen  from  among  the  magistrates ;  a 
drcuQistance,  which,  connected  with  the  nature  of 
ihe  <^nce8  usnally  tried,  and  the  punishments  de- 
need  against  them  by  the  legisla,ture,  led  to  that 
Aj^fi^rent  eoofimnding  of  the  two  jurisdictions,  with 
wjbich  these  who  hajqpen  to  look  into  the  ancient 
xeeordrof  kirk  sessums  are  sfouok,  as  an  anomaly,  and 
jir  cmtett^ietion  to  the  principles  of  the  presby  terian 
chuifdu  At  the  beginning  of  the  Relbrmation,  the 
kirk  scsttOB.  of  St  Andrews  were  in  the  habit  of  calling 
in  die  prineipal  profewors  of  the  coll^es^  and  taking 
jAciradvice,  in  theiledsion  of  the  most  difficult  causes 
Arkich  eame  before  them  *.  From  experience  of  the 
iienrfit  derived  from  their  advice,  it  ca^e  to  be  the 
.oomrncai  pvactiee  to  choose  a  e^ain  number  of  eiders 

^  Itt  the  catMe  of  direroe,  Bmitoon  i^inst  Oedde,  the  sentence 
rims  in  ibe  fi^llf^vk^g  tttjm :  ^^  We  ye  minister  and  aeniora  of 
j»  o'  Christian  cogregation  within  ye  parocbin  of  Sanctandrois 
Judges  in  the  actionn  gnd  cans  moved-— Tn  pas  (presence) 
of  Mr  Jobne  DowglaM  recto^  of  ye  vntversitie  of 'Sanctandr. 
Johne  Wynrame  Supprior  i^en  of  singvUr  eruditionn  and  voder- 
standing  in  ye  Soriptmres  and  word  of  God,  with  Mra  Williame 
Skene  and  Johne  Bntherfnrde  men  of  cunning  in  sundry  sciences, 
w^  qubome  we  conamicatet  the  sttcretes  of  the  merits  of  ye  said 
adionn  and  cana  heing  he  w«  and  them  havd  and  Mi^iie  &e/' 
(Becqrd  of  Kkk  9««Hon  of.  St  Andrews,  March  2h  1^9*) 
CansQi  of  divorce  were  tried  hefore  the  reformed  church  courts 
nrevioas  to  the  erection  of  the  commiMary  courts. 
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from  the uniter$ity  every  year*.  Upcm  the  sMn« 
principle  Doimstera  or  preaehers  who  happened  t^ 
reside  in  the  town  were  tcdi^en  into  die  aesfiion ;  and 
it  n(iay  stsxtle  our  southern  nei^houra  to  lemm,  that 
even  archbishopa  were  chosen  to  he  ruling  elder»» 
and  did  not  think  themselves  degraded  by  ooimpy- 
jng  an  inferior  form  in  the  lowest  court  of  the  piies* 
byterian  church  f .  The  general  law  of  the  chur^ 
wai^  that  the  elders  and  deacons  should  be  diosen 
by  the  voice  of  the  coi^^^on  over  which  tlsey 
were  plftoed  But  deviaticms  wese  made  from  thia 
law  at  an  early  period,  and  in  some  cosgregationt 
the  formal  election  was  assumed  by  the  session; 
although  the  people  still  retained  a  ri|^  to  add  t0 
the  list  of  nominees,  as  well  as  to  db^ect.  to  those 
who  wcfre  chosen  upon  the  serving  of  thm  adiob 
The  office  of  an  elder  in .  those  tim^  was  &r  Gaum 
.being  merely  nominal.  The  members  were  boi&Bd  to 
give  regular  attendance  on  the  wedf:ly  meetiai^  of 
session.  The  town  and  parish  of  St  Andrews  was 
divided  into  districts,  and  over  each  <^  these  a  certain 
number  of  elders  and  deacons  were  appointed  as  in- 

*  The  same  pi-acttce  was  observed  at  Glasgow.  *  (Extracts 
from  Rec.  of  Kirk  Session  of  Glasgow:  Wodrow^s  Life  of 
BtkViA  Weemes,  p.  2a.  M88.  vol.  3.) 

t  ^  The  names  of  Eldars  and  Deaconis  chosia  vpon  ye  xii  daye 
of  October  1571.  Eldars.  Mr  Johne  Douglas  archbishop  & 
rector  of  Sanctandr.  Mr  Thomas  Balfour,  Mr  John  Rutherfurd, 
Mr  W<»  €ok,  Mr  Junes  Wylkle  &lcJ\  (Bee.  of  Kirk  Sessfon 
of  St  Andrews.)  Mr  Robert  liVilkie  was  chosen  an  elder  im- 
mediately  after  he  resigned  the  pastoral  inspection  of  the  congre- 
gation,    (lb.  Jan.  20. 1590.) 
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qpeetors  and  lasitors,  to  delate  offenders,  add  report 
M  the  case  of  the  poor.  Snch  elders  as  V9et&  ^prohs^ 
sors  appear  to  h&ve  been  exempted  firom  thisi)art  d 
daty,  in  consideration  of  their  academical  charge ; 
but  they  wefe  required  to  assist  liie  pastors  in  the 
examination  of  the  congregation  befcnre  the  com^^ 
mnnion^.  f  he  session  todk  cognisance  of  all  q)en 
violations  of  the  moral  law ;  snch  as,  pro&ne  swear*> 
isg^  8ai)bath^breaking,  undutifttlness  to  par^ts  and 
a&er  relations,  neglect  of  the  education  of  ehiMren^ 
dronkennei^  sland^,  backbiting,  and  even  secS£ng, 
asweil  as  breaches  of  chastity.  There  are  examples 
of  llieir  proceeding  by  way  of  inquest  in  trying 
certain  (»use8.  And  in  some  sessions  it  was  the 
onrtom,  as  a  pre{laration  hr  the  communion,  to 
laminate  a  certain  number  of  elders  as  atDiters ; 
smi  such  members  of  the  congregation  as  were  at 
i^amn^e  with  one  another,  were  piAlidy  warned  td 
aMeanid^tt^  particular  day,  and  submit  their  dUSsr-^ 
ences  to  atr  extra-judicial  decision.  The  Session 
was  no  less  dirict  in  the  inspecftion  which  it  cbcercis- 
ed  over  its  own  m«ftabers.  At  their  entrance  to 
office  they  were  sworn  to  observe  the  sessional 
statutes,  and  a  day  was  annually  fixed  for  adminis- 
tering the  privy  censures^  which,  at  that  period,  were 
something  more  than  a  form.  On  that  occasion, 
the  ministers,  elders,  and  deacons  were  removed, 
one  after  another;  their  conduct,  both  in  and  out  of 

*  Record  of  the  Kirk  Scssioo  of  St  Andrews,  April  16, 1584, 
and  April  9,  1589,  compared  with  the  minute  of  December  5, 
1593. 
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caurt)  Wa9  judged  of  by  the  r^attnder;  ami  twh 
vna  Qommett^ied,  admonkbed*  or  reprOTed,  as  bis 
Ibehamni'  was  thought  to  have  iherited  *. 

Melville  had  been  ttiatfumetttal  in  pcocurisg  toft 
St  Anidrews  two  feithful  and  laboriow  mimsterg^ 
David  Black  add  Robert  WaUaee.  The  ftmer 
of  these^  in  partieular^  was  most  indefirt^ble  in  tber 
di«^i»^  <^  his  pastorcd  fim^imifi,  and  enertad  him^ 
4elf  in  reviving  the  eCeles&astioal  dkoi^^ilie^  and  w 
pvovidiiig  that  the  diffisvent  mertbcas  wi  fak  aemoft 
sboidd  peirform  their  respective  dtities  in  the  mosfc 
efficiait  manner.  By  tiiese  aseaos  he  «fl%eted^ 
dnring  ikke  thoH  peliod  of  Im  incnmheoey,  a  strik*- 
ing  refiHrmittieiiOn  his  peaiile,  in  the  restoaittt  of  vice^ 
the  iniMaae  of  r^ifioM  knowiec^  smd  the  stop* 
pvesMtan  of  pai^risitik  To  atiengtbeoi  the  hands  of 
tiiis  aealous  mimster^  wasone  gitetdi^tiek  wfaidi  Mei«c 
ville  had  in  viiw  in  undertaking  the  oflfee  of  » 
eldar^  whieh  he  aee^Aed  in  159I»  aiid  oontimted  «a 
hold  witil  Kack  Wa^  fiiroed  £roifi  St  Andrewis  f. 

As  a  metnfoei  of  joaibyteiy,  Melville  Attended 
and  took  part  in  the^^eekhf  eMerem.  Two menbets^ 
a^murdii^  to  the  ordtfr  of  the  voU^  delivered  eaefa  a 

♦  See  Note  B. 

t  Aielville^s  Blaiy,  pp.  215,  237.  Baik  of  Ctiiv.  Kirk  f[ 
167,  a*  Rec^  of  Kirk  Sessioti  ^f  St  An^veiv^,  Nov.  11,  1590—* 
^eceuiber  1596,  pamm.  <*  Erai  hie  naokiOB  (smf9  Cal4e1^ 
vrood)  et  vltse  et  sinc^ri  animi  laude  omsi  memDria  dignss»  De- 
lectus ad  Fanun)  Andresc  Minister,  ita  Ecclesiam  illam  adminia- 
travit,  ut  in  tanto  populo  (sunt  eniro  plures  quam  3000  qui  Sac- 
ram  Coenam  percipiunt)  nemo  mendicus  conspioeretur^  nemo  Sab- 
katura  auderet  violare/'     (Altarc  Damasc.  p,  751.) 


diiD«i«^  at  the  weekljr  tne^i^  of  piesbytery. 
Tbexme  explained  a  passi^  ^  Scripture,  aad  the 
MJier  atiited  jiilil  MeAy  illu$tnfted  the  doctiinee 
wbifb^  it  ecHitiuuied ;  after  whieh  the  presbytery 
gate  their  (qpiniw  Of  the  perfiHuutncies.  In  their 
fiNnp  theae  disooursea  hcure  a  nesemblimce  to  the  Ex^ 
emrn^  mid  AMitmm  in  our  modem  triab  for  Uc^ge 
a^<ef£iia^ani  Smh  BbadenU  of  dirinity  ^8  Yvtera 
x«eQ««ie»(dedby  th<ir  pfofe9tor  were  allowed  to  take 
partin  tluBtfi^after  tbey  hadglVes  a  satii^tery  sped* 
mmpS  tkmiiffSuM^tG  the  i^reabytery,  in,  wiiat  waa 
edM^fthe^ital^fi^aweM?.  A  contrilHitioa  waa 
sQiD^inea  l&mA  fiom  tbe  aiiemb^fs  to  purchase 
eonioenteiieft  en  thaee  |wia  ^  Henglkme  which 
ware  explwied,.  ftur*  the  nab  of  such  aa  w^ne  deficient 
in  booka ;  afldtbis  l^r tile  foimdtttMii,  in  aevend 
hMtmtefw  of.  jfwkjWy  librariei.  In  the  year 
U97f  the  G^asMnra)  AaaeiAily  enj^ned  sai  addi- 
ikmlmfmisQ  to  preshybm^  Otaoe  eveiry  month 
a  qufstiop  .sehiting  'tosrade  pmnft  in  divinity  control 
verted  by  the  ady^raim^s  of  .the  truths  was  aub* 
fitted  for  jthe  ^fikmty  subject  of  ]^:esbyterial 
^xeacitalie'n.  Otti  of  the  membra  in  hia  turn 
discussed  the  qnefl^ion;  aftar  which,  he  defended 
las  thesis  against  the  objections  started  by  hia 
kethien^  The  dmnHirse  was  delivcBed  in  English 
kdSare  the  poofde :  the  diif  utati<m  was  held  in  pri* 
Tate  and  in  the  Latin  langiuitge.  In  point  of 
finrm^  oui:  modem  E^ioegem  o(H3:eiqponds  to  this 
performance.  The  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  were 
considerably  later  than  thsir  brethren  of  the  south 
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m  Opening  this  theological  palei^tra,  but  tl^y  ap- 
pear to  hare  entered  very  much  into  the  spirit 
of  the  exerdse;  for  they  agreed  that  **  the  head 
of  controversy  should  be  handled  every  feurteen 
days,"  and  their  minutes  inform  us,  diat  the 
brother  who  took  the  lead  in  it  **  did  inarvellotts." 
This  fact  may  perhaps  help  to  aoeomit  for  the  su-^ 
perior  dexterity  which  the  Ihctora  of  A6erdee9^ 
afterwards  attained  in  the  use  of  coutrov^ersiai  wea-* 
pons»  and  which  they  dii^layed  so  eon^icuoudy  in 
their  oelelN'ated  contest  with  iHe  champions  of  the 
Covenant.  Whatever  may  be  in  this,  it  eanoot  be 
doubted  that  the  pre^yterial  exercises  w€ve  useAil 
in  sharpening  the  judgment,  aoid  served  to  excite 
the  ministers,  and  particufaifly  the  yotmger  part  of 
them,  to  diligence  in  th^ir  jMrivate  studies  *• 

During  the  Tulchan  Episcopacy,  a  nuiaber  ei 
persons  had  been  inducted  into  parishes,  who  were 
destitute  of  gifts,  or  who  laboured  uiider  other  ds^a- 
Kfications.  Presbyteries,  for  many  years  after  their 
erection,  wiere  employ!^  in  remedying  the  enl. 
l^e  General  Assembly  repeatedly  aj^KOnted  com* 
misfinioners  to  assist  in  this  work ;  giving  them  power, 
along  with  the  respective  presbyteiies  whidi  they 
visited,  to  try  all  actual  ministers,  and  to  suspend 
or  deprive  those  whom  they  found  unqualified.  In 
consequence  of  this,  sev^^  individiuils  were  deposed 
from  the  ministerial  office  in  diflferent  parts  of  die 
country,  others  were  suspended  for  a  time,  or  trans- 

*  See  Note  C 


LIFE  OF  A'SmmW  MELVILLE.  17 

kited  to  nM»e  obsoure  oomers,  and  otliers  vnxe  ad- 
xaoniahed  of  their  deficiences,  and  exhorted  to  give 
theinselves  to  reading  and  study.  The  measure 
was  unqmestionaUy  an  extraordinary  one,  and  may 
be  Uamed  by  some  as  an  undue  and  unwarrant*^ 
able  stretch  of  authority.  Ikit  it  shews  the  seal  for 
the  credit  and  us^ulness  of  their  order  with  which 
the  eedmasticai  courts  were  at  that  time  animated ; 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  essential  end 
of  the  pastoral  function — the  edification  of  the  people 
—-ought  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  punctilios  of  ordinary 
form,  c^  that  it  diouM  be  indefinitely  postp(med 
from  respei^  to  personal  rights  irr^^arly  and  un- 
justly acquired  during  a  corrupt  administration  *. 

MdvUle  exefted  himself  with  much  micoess  in 
the  plantation  of  vacant  parishes  within  tl^  bounda 
of  the  presbytery  of  which  he  was  a  member.  When, 
he  fint  came  to  St  Andrews  tiiere  were  not  above 
five  parishes  prcmded  with  ministers ;  but  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  ihe  number  had  increased  to 
sixte^.  Thia  object  was  efficoted  chiefly  by  his 
exertions,  joined  to  those  of  his  nej^ew  and  David 
Black  f.  Spotswood' takes  no  notice  of  this  meri- 
torious service ;  but  he  details  with  great  minuteness 
the  particulars  of  a  dissention  which  arose  in  that 
presbytery  on  occasion  of  the  settlement  of  the  pa- 
vrish  of  Leudiars.  The  presbytia  (he  says)  divided 
as  to  the  candidate  most  fit  for  the  charge,  Melville 

*  See  under  tbe  last  mentioned  Note, 
t  MelviUe^s  Diaiy,  pp.  237,  243. 
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being  at  the  head  of  the  one  piurty,  and  Thdmas 
Buphanan  of  the  other.  Impatient  of  c(mtradietti«i» 
and  irritated  at  being  left  in  the  nftin(»ity,  Mdrille 
made  a  secession,  along  isith  those  who  si^ported 
him,  and  constituted  another  presbytery  in  the  New 
College.  At  the  desire  of  the  provincial  synod  dT 
Fife,  the  synod  o£  Lothian  sent  three  of  thdur  raem-r 
bers  to  compose  this  disgraceful  sirife.  Mdvilfe 
defended  himself  by  pleading,  that  the  eaudi^alet 
preferred  by  his  qipon^ts  was  hot  to  be  compAY^ 
tnth  the  individnal  whom  he  siippiMrtfid^  and  that 
votes  ought  to  be  nveigfaed  and  not  mimbeted»  And 
the  umpires  could  find  no  other  way  of  t^^iixvimg 
peace  tlian  that  of  dividing  the  pred^y  tory  into  t^i<^ 
and  appointing  the  one  to  meet  at  St  Andrew^  and 
tlie  other  at  Cupar  ^.  Ithasbeettshewnbyaoantei^i- 
porary  writer  that  the  aeehbishop  has  Bimqureii^tfd 
and  griassly  esa^erated  dds  affair  f.  To  gmii  th0 
greater  istediX  to  his  narmtiTe,  S|iotswood  aaya  ikit 
be  was  one  of  the  delegates  appointed  by  ^  «yn^ 
of  Lothian  to  reetoeUe  the  parties.  The  osinute 
of  iimt  appointinent  is  now  before  m^  ,  It  tneu^ 
txoiis  that  *^  a  little  dissention"  had  feU^n  out  amdng 
the  members  of  the  priabytery  of  St  Andrews,  whe 
had  agreed  to  submit  themsekes  to  certain  breUi- 
ren ;  it  q)eeifiea  die  four  ministers  whom  the  synod 
Ifcentiated  to  go  to  Fife  on  this  busiiiesi^  and  alan 

*  Spotswood,  Hist.  p.  386. 

t  Calderwood,  Epist.  Phitedelpbi  ViodiQJse :  Altar?  Damasc. 
p.  722. 
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those  who  were  appmnted  to  supply  their  fdaoe  dur- 
ing tbeu*  absence ;  but  Spotswood  was  none  of  them, 
nor  does  his  name  occur  in  the  minute  *. 

The  archbishop  does  not  conceal  that  he  intro* 
dneed  this  i^ry  to  s^w,  that  Melrille  was  in- 
GBipsiAe  of  brooking  submission  to  the  parity  wbidl 
he  had  estaUished,  and  that  presbytcrian  go>^ero«^ 
ment  nativdy  tends  to  produce  discoid  and  dirision* 
But  who  does  not  perceive  that  such  a  mode  of 
reasoning  is  frivolous  and  inconclusive?  Did  the 
tfdibishop,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of  his  seculdf 
avocations,  forget  the  **  contention/'  very  similar 
to  that  which  he  describes,  between  Paul  and  Bar^ 
nabas,  which  was  '^  so  sharp  that  they  departed  asuu'- 
der  one  from  the  other  ?''  or,  would  he  have  pro« 
noimced  it  also  *'  to  be  ominous,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment, which  in  the  beginning  did  break  forth  into 
sneh  schisms,  could  not  long  continue  ?"  Wherevei 
affidrs  are  decided  by  a  plurality  of  voi^s,  a  £ffer« 
eMe  of  opinion,  and  consequently  opposition,  may 
be  expected  to  arise.  In  supporting  measures  whidi 
diey  believe  to  be  condiusive  to  public  good,  men 
of  bmest  and  independent  minds  will  diqday  a 
warmth  and  an  earnestness,  which,  to  the  selfish,  the 
tiflrid,  and  the  t^oporiaing,  will  a]^ar  to  be  excessive 
9S6A  intempeiate.  And  as  they  are  men  of  like  pas- 
nons  with  others,  their  zeal,  even  when  exerted  in  the 
best  (rf  causes,  will  oecafiionally  hurry  them  beyond 

*  B^onl  of  t}^  Froviaclal  Synod  of  Lotbian  and  lV<;edale, 
October  3.  1592. 
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the  bounds  of  reason  and  moderat^n.  But  tlie  en- 
lightened friend  of  a  free  government  will  repel  wijkh 
scorn  all  objections  founded  on  the  partial  inccmve* 
nieces  or  incidental  evils  to  whidi  it  may  lead. 
Though  not  more  in  love  with  discord  and  contention 
than  other  men,  he  knows  that  ebullitions  of  this  kind 
are  inseparable  from  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  that 
they  are  often  productive  of  good.  He  is  convinced 
that  there  is  a  necessary  and  honourable,  as  wdl 
as  a  hateful  and  ungodly,  strife.  He  is  perfectly 
aware,  tiiat  where  all  things  are  subjected  to  the 
furbitrary  will  of  an  individual,  dissention  and 
dissent  are  alike  precluded.  But  he  knows  also 
that  this  is  the  harmony  and  peace  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  prison  and  the  grave ;  and  he  would 
prefer  the  disunion  and  even  uproar  by  whidi  a 
deliberative  assetnbly  is  sometimes  shaken,  to  the 
appalling  tranquillity  and  deatii-stillness  which 
reign  in  the  courts  of  despotism. 

Before  resuming  the  narrative  of  public  transac- 
tions, it  is  proper  to  notice  the  death  of  John 
Erskine,  the  venerable  superintendent  of  Angus. 
This  enlightened  and  public-spirited  baron  will  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  early  and  most  distinguish- 
ed patrons  of  literatuire  in  Scotland.  In  the  wars 
against  the  English,  he  had  displayed  his  courage 
and  love  to  the  independence  of  his  native  country  *  ; 
he  embarked  with  great  zeal  in  the  struggle  fot  the 
reformation ;  and  after  the  triumph  of  that  cause, 

*  Beague*8  Historjr  of  the  Compagnes  1548  and    1549,  pp. 
10,  40,  57—62. 
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served  the  chuirdi  first  as  a  snperintendent,  and 
afterwards  as  a  parochial  minister  *.  When  inca- 
pacitated for  active  empioyment  by  the  infirmities  of 
age,  he' retained  his  literary  habits,  and  continued  in 
his  doset  to  pizrsue  the  studies  connected  with  (he 
sacred  profession  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself  f. 

*  On  tbe  24th  of  March  1574,  ''  Thomn  Ertkine  lanchfbU 
soone  to  Johne  Enkine  of  Dwn'*  was  presented  to  **  the  person* 
age* and  vicarage  of  Dwn.*^ — On  the  6th  of  August  1575, 
**  Our  sonreine  lord  heing  informed—of  his  weilbelooit  Johne 
efskine  and  of  his  lang  travelFis  in  the  ministerie  w'in  the  kirk 
•f  God,*'  pcesentt  him  to  **  the  personage  and  vicarage  of  l>wn-«» 
vacand  he  deceis  of  M.  James  Erskine^*'  and  requires  the  su- 
perintendent of  Fife  to  admit  him,  ^  seing  it  is  knawin  he  is 
qualifeit.**  (Register  of  Present,  to  Benefices.) 

i  Dedicatory  verses  to  TAe  Winter  Nighty  a  poem.  The 
dedication  is  inscribed  :  '*  To  the  right  godly  worshipfvU  and 
vigilant  pastor  in  Christs  kirke,  Johne^  Erskin  of  Dun-— James 
Anderson  Minister  of  Collace,  urisheth  grace,  &c.*'  The  excel- 
lence of  this  small  work  does  not  lie  in  the  poetrj  ^  but  it  went 
ihrongh  several  editions.  That  of  1599,  mentioned  by  Herbert, 
I  do  not  consider  as  the  earliest  one.  I  quote  from  Andro  Hart's, 
pnnted  about  1614.  Tiie  following  is  the  concluding  stiMixa  in 
the  address  to  Erskine : 

I  can  not  dite  as  thou  hast  done  desemey 

In  Kirk  &  court,  countrejr  and  common weale, 

Carefnll  the  kirk  in  peace  for  to  preseme : 

In  court  thy  counsell  was  stent,  and  true  as  Steele, 

Thy  policie.decores  the  country  well, 

In  planting  trees,  and  building  places  faire, 

With  costly  brigs  oner  waters  plaine  repaiie* 

The  poem  itself  begins  thus : 

The  winter  night  I  think  it  long, 
Full  long  and  teugh,  while  it  ouergi^g 
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His  death  took  place  on  the  16th  of  October  1592^ 
and  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age  *• 

The  affairs  of  the  kingdom  were  still  in  a  verjr 
unsettled  state.  His  Majesty,  after  his  return 
ftom  Denmark,  had  promised  to  reform  his  admi- 
nistration, and  having  assembled  the  chief  barons, 
exacted  from  them  a  pledge  that  they  would  lay- 
aside  their  deadly  feuds ;  but  he  held  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment with  such  a  weak  and  unsteady  hand,  that 
these  scenes  of  lawless  disorder  were  renewed,  and 
murders,  ^M;ompanied  with  circumstances  of  shock- 
ing  atrocity,  were  perpetrated  with  impunity  in  the 

The  winters  niglit  I  think  so  long 

Both  long  and  dreigh  till  day. 
Full  long  think  I  the  winters  night, 
While  daye  hreake  up  with  beams  so  bright 
And  banish  darknesse  out  of  sight 

And  works  of  darknesse,  Aa. 

The  winter  night  that  I  of  meane 
Is  not  this  naturall  night  L  weine, 
''That  lakes  the  light  of  the  sunneshine 

•And  differs  from  the  day. 
But  darknesse  of  our  minde  it  is 
Which  hides  from  us  the  heavens  blisse 
Since  Adam  first  did  make  the  misse 

In  paradise  that  day. 

♦  Act  Bulk  of  the  Commissariat  of  St  And^  Oct.  25.  1593, 
and  Apr.  19.  1594.-— Spotswood  fixes  his  death,  by  mistake,  on 
the  12th  of  March  159^.  He  also  represents  him  as  **  leaving 
behind  him  a  nnmeroos  posterity.^'  (Hist.  3840  ^^t  his  Will 
mentions  only  '^  his  son  and  air  and  Margaret  Erskine  his  doch- 
ter"  who  were  minors,  and  whose  "  tuitionn  gyding  &  keeping'' 
)ie  left  to  ^'  his  weilbelaVtt  spous  Margaret  Kaitti  thair  mother.'' 
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rety  heart  of  the  kingdom  *«  J«ttiQS  hi^;  pledgMl 
hitiMielf  to  his  paiUasadnt  to  nile  by  tb^.adfice  of 
liio  oottfifidki%  and  ^  to  aaSex  none  to  intorvene 
betwkt  Mb  Harness  aad  tbem  in  thQ  credit  of 
theit  offices  4'-"  But  the  i|)irit  of  £i?oUritidm  waa 
too  strong  in  his  breast  to  suffer  him  to  adhere  long 
to  this  course,  and  his  ablest  statesmen  found  their 
best  measuTiea  defeated  by  the  secret  influenoe  of 
the  compaaions  of  his  amuseitientS)  and  such  as  had 
otherwise  insinuated  themselves  into  his  good  graces. 
Captain  James  Stewart,  who  had  formerly  rendered 
bimdelf  so  hatefial  to  the  nation  under  the  name  of 
Earl  of  Aitan,  presumed  at  this  time  to  present 
himself  in  the  palace,  and  met  with  such  a  reception 
as  dearly  to  shew  that  he  still  retained  a  place  in 
his  Majesty's  affeetiims.  With  the  vkw  of  erta- 
blishing  himself  at  court,  and  in  the  hopes  of  re- 
gaining his  former  station,  he  applied  to  the  pres* 
bytesy  of  Edinburgh,  profes^ng  great  regard  for 
the  church,  and  offering  to  give  satisfaction  to  them 
for  any  offences  which  he  might  formerly  have  com- 
^itted«  But  the  presbytery  met  his  advances  witli 
the  most  diseouraging  eoldoesdi,  dedined  receiving 

— ^'^  Tht  noble  and  potent  Lord  Robert  Lord  AlUrie'^  (probably 
Mr#  El^kioe^s  brother)  was  one  of  tfaeir  ^  tatoorfe  teitaiaentapis/' 

*  Richard  Pfestofl  of  CraigmiUar,  a  frotleaMui  tf  exeelle*t 
ebaraoter,  tra*  bMely  slabbed  to  de&tfa,  when  he  itas  in  the  aetof 
giyhig  alfliB  to  his  mvrdefer,  Barid  Edmonslon^  ^he  bad  actfested 
hiM  rnider  the  dkgnise  of  a  paoper*  Staisont  Anmdes,  p.  &2% 
The  Be^ords  q€  th6  VtaAfytstf  spf  Ediahmrgk  si  thk  perM  liiv- 
fiisb  esam^i  of  a  siaaslar  kivdw 

tAetFiti4.9o«l.»im56a 
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his  siispicioHs  imbsmssidm)  and  tdd ,  Ima  thbt .  tlie 
mncerity  of  his  rqpeirtaiice  behored  to  be  ^emtmr 
stroted  by  more  visible  tokaiff  of  tefoimttiioiu.  wd  a 
\mgtr  course  of  trial,  befoie^they  could  iadnlge 
a  good  o^nion  of  bis  diaracter*.     Tbey  nt  the 

*  After  tbtj  presbytery  Ijad  refused,  oo  the  recjuestof  his  uncle. 

Lord  Ochiltree,  to  appoint  some  of  their  members  to  converse 

with  him  in  private,  Captain  James  Stewart  appeared  iiefoitB  tbem. 

After  hearing  what  be  bad  to  safv  nini  iofonBinig  hioi  that  k 

belonged  to  the  General  Aissembly  to  judge  of  his  conduct,  ^*  the 

brether  assurit  him  that  they  culd  baif  na  opinion  hot  euill  of 

bim  for  ocht  that  zit  they  saw  ^  and  schew  that  it  wsdd  no^  be 

woordis  hot  gude  deidts  that  wald  cbatig  y'  myBilisy  and  y^for  a9 

they  jttdgit  euill  of  the  things  tha^t  ar  pa^  sua  tbey  culd  no'  judg 

Weill  of  him  for  tbe.tyme  to  cum,  till  they  saw  alsmekle  of  his  gude 

as  they  [had]  sene  of  his  euill.     And  y'fore  was  exhortit  that  gif 

thair  was  ony  kind  of  ^lett,  ony  godlines  or  religion  into  him 

that  he  guM  scfaaw  y*  fraict  yrof  be  a  better  rei^ntance  nor  tbey 

had  sene,  and  wtter  y^  effect  in  gude  deidis,  quhilk  gif  he  suld 

doe,  as  thair  Is  mercie  w^  the  Lord,  sua  the  brether  wald  judg 

of  him  according  to  his  warkis,  hot  in  cais  he  had  cum  thair  fir 

the  fassones  sake  to  insinuatt  him  self  into,  tlie  boflome  of.  tifie 

kirk  that  yrby  he  my'  creip  in  the  fauo'  of  the  priDce,  and  aaa 

mak  a  cullo'^  of  all  to  the  end  that  he  my  accomplische  the  rest 

of  the  mibtereis  of  kis  iniquities   &  euill  warkis.  Then  he  was 

scharpely  aduertlsit  that  that  God  q*  be  had  hitherto  ^eeklt, 

lind  for  that  caus  had  hitlierto  dejectit  bim  with  sqbame,  s^  gif 

he  continewit  in  his  mocking  that  sam  God  sail  deiect  him  and 

cast  him  down  agane  w'  greiter  schame  &  confosioun  nor  of  be* 

fore.^^     Lest  a  false  report  of  their  proceedings  should  be  given, 

tike  presbytery  appointed  certain  of  their  number  te  go  to  the 

palace, ''  to  informe  his  maf'^  of  the  things  that  wer  done,  and 

to  schaw  that  they  as  zit  culd  persaif  na  appearance  of  gude  in 

that  man,  hot  rather  that  he  contiiiewit  still  in  his  former  pryde, 

snd.yffore  desyrit  thame  to  exhort  his.ma^^^  that  as  he  laiffit  the 

Weill  of  the  kirk,  the  weill  ef  countrey,  and  respectit  his  awin 

bond'  that  he  sold  geiye  na  countenance  nor  phot  to  that  naQ  to 
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same  time  appointed  adqmtation  to  widt  upon  hift 
M^esty,  and  to  warn  him  against  admitting  such 
a  lUmgerous  person  into  bis  counsels.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  Stewart  retired  in  despair  of  being 
able  to  aooomplisb  bis  purpose.  This  firmness  on 
the  part  of  the  ministers  was  highly  applauded  by  all 
who  understood  the  true  interests  of  the  nation ; 
faU^  it  exposed  them  to  the  undisguised  resentment 
of  the  King  •• 

The  uncommon  activity  of  trafficking  priests 
within  the  kingdom,  joined  to  obscure  intelligence 
leedredirom  abroad,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1592»  excited  strong  suspicions  that  the  popish 
party  ware  about  to  renew  their  treasonable  attempts 
against  the  public  peace.  In  these  circumstances 
Melville  eame  over  to  Edinbui^h  to  attend  an  ex- 
traordinary meeting  of  his  brethren.  The  precau- 
tionary  measures  suggested  by  him  were  unani- 
moQsly  agreed  to  by  this  meeting,  and  earned  into 
dket  with  the  consent  of  the  King.  It  was  agreed 
to  advertise  presbyteries  of  the  apparent  danger, 
vaA  to  deare  them  to  prepare  the  well-affected 
geaUemen  witlan  their  bounds  for  resisting  it ;  and 
with  this  view  to  endeavour  to  compose  any  feud» 
or  quarrels  whidi  might  subsist  among  them.  An 
individual  in  eadb  presbytery  was  nominated  to 

W  aboot  him,  or  baif  ony  publict  charg  in  this  couotrey,  quhilk 
gif  be  did,  to  protest  that  ye  kirk  tvas  innocent  of  all  the  euill 
tbat  was  able  to  ensew  j'upon.^*  (Record  of  Presbytery  of  jEdm^ 
^rgb,  December  5. 1592.) 
*CaU«iv.a69wa71. 
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ooUect  inforaiation  from  his  farethien  respecting  the 
•ecoret  or  op^  (Nractioes  of  the  papists,  and  to 
transmit  this  with  the  utmoit  diqiatch  to  a  oonv^ 
Biittee  which  was  appconted  to  sit  in  Edinburgh 
during  the  present  emergency,  and  which  was 
charged  to  watch,  ne  quid  JEcclesia  detrimenti 
caperet.  The  information  thus  procured  was  im* 
mediately  to  be  communicated  to  his  Migesty  and 
the  privy  council,  who  were  requested  to  adopt  such 
other  measures  as  were  necessary  for  detecting  the 
conspiracy,  and  providing  for  the  public  sa&rty  ^* 

The  wisdcmi  of  these  precautions,  and  the  juatioe 
of  the  suspicions  which  had  dictated  them,  w<ere 
soon  made  apparent  to  alL  On  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, in  consequence  of  secret  intelUgenee  which 
he  hftd  received,  Andrew  Knox^  minister  of  Paisley^ 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  students  from  the 
College  of  Glasgow,  and  neighbouring  geutlemen» 
seised  George  Ker,  a  doctor  of  laws,  and  farother  of 
Liord  Newbattle,  in  the  idand  of  Cumray,  as  he  wipr 
about  to  take  ship  for  Spain,  On  searching  him  there 
were  found  in  his  possession  tetters  from  eertain 
priests  in  Scotland,  and  blanks  snbeeribed  and  seal« 
ed  by  the  Earls  of  Huntly,  Angus,  and  Enol^  with 
a  commission  to  William  Crighton,  a  Jesuit,  to  fffl 
up  the  blanks  and  address  them  to  the  persons  ioi 
whom  they  were  intended.  Graham  of  Fintry,  an 
associate  of  Ker,  was  soon  after  apprehended ;  and 
being  both  examined  before  the  privy  council^  they 

*  Melville's  Diaij,  pp.  219—224.  Cald«  it.  962^26^4 
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testified  that  the  signatures  to  the  blanks  weire  genu* 
ine,  and  diseovered  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  eon** 
spiracy.  The  king  of  Spain  was  to  hav6  landed 
thirty  thousand  m^i  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland, 
part  of  whom  were  to  invade  England,  and  the  re- 
mainder, in  concert  with  the  forces  which  the  three 
earls  promised  to  have  in  readiness,  were  to  sup- 
press the  protestants,  and  procure  the  re-estabKsh- 
ment,  or  at  least  the  fuU  toleration,  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  in  Scotl^id*. 

James  was  abient  from  the  capital  when  the  con- 
spiracy was  discovered.  Having  arrived  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  pressing  intreaties  of  his  privy  coun« 
dl  and  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  he  betrayed 
his  characteristic  weakness  and  oMiquity  of  mind* 
Instead  of  sympathizing  with  the  feelings  Of  his 
people,  which  tie  recent  discovery  had  wound  up  to 
a  high  pitch  of  alarm  and  indignation^  and  thanking 
diem  with  frankness  for  the  vigilance  and  zeal 
whidi  liiej  had  shewn  in  his  service,  he  renewed  his 
petty  and  provoking  complaints  as  to  encroadiments 
wldcii  they  had  made  on  his  prerogative  by  their 

♦  Melville'B  Diaiy,  pp.  S19-*^2S5.  A  Discoveric  of  the  uo- 
Batnral  and  traitorous  Conspiracy  of  Scotish  Papists.  Edinburgli 
1593.  This  book,  ^rhicli  contains  the  interested  letters  and 
the  confessions  of  Ker  and  Graham  of  Fintrie,  was  paUisbed 
Qiider  Uiedirectioii  of  tlie  minislers  of  Edinburgh.  (Rec.  of  Fresh. 
•f  £diB«  May  15. 1593.)  John  Oavidsony  who  wrote  the  Pre- 
face to  it,  recorded,  in  his  Diary,  that  one  of  the  intercepted  letters 
was  suppressedf  because  it  **  touched  the  King  with  knowlege  and 
lipprohation  of  the  triffiqtiiiig,  Sfni  promise  of  assistance."  (Cald. 
iT.S«.)  •  -        , 
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precipitate  measures ;  as  if  they  ivere  bound  to  sit 
still  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  spoiled  of  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  religion,  merely  because  he 
thought  that  these  were  in  no  danger,  or  because  he 
chose  to  neglect  his  duty,  and  give  himself  up  to  idle 
and  frivolous  amusements.   He  found  fault  with  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh  for  apprehending  the  Earl 
of  Angus,  who  had  entered  the  town  without  know- 
ing that  his  treasonable  correspondence  was  detected. 
A  deputation  from  the  barons  and  ministers  of  the 
church  having  been  sent  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
escape,  and  to  offer  him  their  advice  and  assistance 
in  bringing  the  conspirators  to  justice,  he,  in  a 
tedious  and  formal  harangue,  blamed  them  for.  as- 
sembling without  waiting  for  his  call ;  pointed  out 
the  difference  between  the  timies  <^  the  queen  re- 
gent, when  the  country  was  under  a  sovereign  ad- 
dicted to  popery,  and  the  present,  when  they  had  a 
protestant  king ;  and  upbraided  the  ministers,  in 
particular,  by  saying,  that  they  were  not  wont  to 
assemble  with  such  ahtcrity,  or  in  so  great  numb^^ 
at  his  call.    They  replied,  that  they  had  the  au^- 
thority  of  the  privy  council  for  their  meeting,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  fit  time  to  stand  upon  forms,  when 
they  saw  his  person,  the  church,  and  commonwealth, 
brought  into  extreme  jeopardy.     Upon  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  evidence,  however,  he  professed 
himself  convinced  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger, 
promised  to  piprsue  the  conspirators  with  all  severity, 
and  requested  the  barons  and  ministers  who  were  as- 
sembled fb  Bsivourhis  council  with  their  best  advice. 
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A  pirodaiBation  was  issued,  deckring  that  provi- 
dence had  mercifully  discovered  a  dangerous  con« 
sfiiaciy,  contrived  by  the  crafty  practices  of  perni- 
cious trafficking  papists,  seminary  priests  and  Je- 
suits, who  had  seduced  a  number,  of  his  Mi^esty's 
subjects  to  apostatize  from  their  religbn,  and  to  sub- 
ject thdr  native  country  to  "  the  slavery  and  ty- 
ranny of  that  prcmd  nation,  which  hath  made  sueh 
unlawful  and  cruel  conquests  in  diverse  parts  of  the 
world,  as  well  upon  Christians  as  Infidels ;"  and 
commanding  lall  who  loved  God,  wished  well  to  their 
prince,  and  did  not  desire  to  see  '*  their  wives,  chil- 
dren, and  posterity  made  slaves  in  souls  and  bodies 
to  merciless  strangers,''  to  abstain  from  all  inter- 
course with  popish  priests  und^  the  pain  of  treason, 
and  to  *'  put  themselves  in  arms  by  all  good  means 
they  can,  remaining  in  full  readiness  to  pursue  of 
defend,  as  they  shall  be  certified  by  his  Majesty, 
pr  otherwise  find  the  occasion  urgent  *.'' .  To  re- 
move the  suspidons  of  the  natum,  an  act  of  council 
was  made,  ]»x>hilnting  all  from  attempting  to  procure 
indemnity  to  the  conspirators,  ^id  authorizing  the 
king's  chaplains  to  exact  an  oath  from  his  domestics 
that  they  should  not  intercede  in  their  behalf  f. 

Confiding  in  the  faith  of  the  court,  all  classes 
now  vied  in  their  demonstrations  of  loyalty  and 
patriotism.  The  gentlemen  voluntarily  agreed  to 
form  themselves  into  a  guard  to  defend  the  King's 

*  Boik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  169. 

t  "  Qlk  WM  don©-/'  »*▼«  the  Buik  of  tbe  UnirersaTl  Kirk, 
f.  168,  ft. 
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person/  and  presCTve  the  public  p^aee.  And  a  sa- 
cred bond»  in  defence  of  religion  and  the  government^ 
was  everywhere  subscribed  with  the  utmost  zeal 
and  unanimity*  l^t  the  hopes  of  the  nation  were 
soda  disiqppointed.  Gn^am  of  Fintry,  the  least 
guilty  of  tlie  e(mspirat<m^  was,  indeed,  execut- 
ed ;  but  the  Earl  o£  Angus  and  Ker  were  allowed 
to  escafte  from  priscm.  James  having  advanced  to 
Aberdeen,  attended  by  a  large  body  of  his  faitbiul 
sulsgects,  the  conspirators  concealed  themselves,  and 
salt  their  wives  to  intercede  for  them.  When  the 
parliament  met,  in  July  1598,  their  offers  of  sub- 
mission were  fitvontably  received,  and  their  libd  was 
cast  undar  the  pretext  of  informality  *.  They  were 
snffiered  to  repossess  their  castfes,  and  enjoyed  every 
degnse  of  liberty  except  that  of  appearing  in  some 
(ot  the  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom.  This  inju- 
didous  lenity  to  persons  who  bad  repeatedly  con-^ 
qpired  against  thek  native  country,  acomipanied,  as 
it  was,  with  a  iagrant  breach  of  the  royal  Ibith, 
l^ve  universal  dissatisfaction,  and  excited  stnmg 
su^iooi^  in  the  breasts  of  not  a  few  as  to  the  sound- 
ness of  his  Majesty's  attachment  to  the  protestant 
religion  f . 

*  T^e  act  of  parliament  makes  no  mention  of  informality ; 
(Act.  Path  Scot.  vol.  iv.  p.  15.)  but  a  reference  ts  made  to  it  m 
the  proceedings  of  Ibe  snliseqacnt  cunTentio**  (lb.  p,  44.)  Sfiots- 
inrood  says,  tbeir  process  was  remitted  to  the  King  and  privy 
council,  (Hist.  p.  391.)  but  the  record  is  silent  on  this  head. 

t  MS.  Historic  of  Scotland  from  1566  to  1594  under  the 
year  1592.  (This  is  a  copy  of  the  work,  a  part  of  which  was 
published  by  Mr  Laiug,  under  the  title  of  Historie  of  Kin^ 
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Alarmed  9,%  tile  tendeney  of  this  pdiey,  th^ 
{oovindal  synod  of  Fife*  whioh  inet  in  S^temW 
1593»  came  to  the  reaolutim  of  exieoiiiHiimicati]^ 
tJie  four  popsah  noblemen»  Huntly>  Angus,  £rrp]^ 
and  Hume,  with  their  two  ^neip^l  adherents.  Sir 
Fidridc  GiHdon  of  Auchindown,  and  Sir  James 
Chisholm  of  Dundum^.  This  sent^ee  was  oom- 
munioated  to  the  other  synods,  and  l^eing  unani- 
mimdy  approred  and  imiversaUy  intimated,  omtri*- 
Imted  greatly  to  i^ees  the  boldness  of  ike  oon« 
qpiratoi^  who,  cmaJdii^  in  tJ)e  royal  la?our>  had  be*- 
gnn  to  bdbaTo  themselves  with  extreme  insol^ee* 
Mdville  was  app<Haited  by  his  synod  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  tl^  gentlenieii  and  burgesses  of  the  eounty 
sA  Cupar ;.  and  measures  wexe  taken  to  havie  a  ge- 
neral me^ang  hdd  at  EdinbHii^  cm  tl^  17th  <^ 
October,  (oonsiBting  of  Qommism>ne«s  from  the  dif- 
ferent oountieat. 

James  was  highly  dissatisiSed  with  the  exeooph 
mmiioation  of  the  popidi  hnfds*  as  tending  to  eoun^ 
teract  hisintentimis  of  paidoning  them*  wd  he  dealt 
Aoportunately  witii  Bruce  to  prevent  the  intima- 
tion of  the  s^tence  in  Edinburgh*  Unable  to 
succeed  with  the  ministers,  he  had  recourse  to  the 
most  popular  of  the  barons,  and  endeavoured  to  gaijii 
them  ov^  to  an  a|qprobati<m  of  his  scheme*  I^. 
dealing  with  some  of  them  he  urged  the  necesnty 

James  the  Sext)  Melville's  Diary,  p.  225.  Cald.  iv,  291~29S*, 
BuikofUniv,  Kirk,  f.  168. 

*  The  grounds  upon  which  this  synod  cooudered  it  as  compe- 
tent for  them  to  proceed  to  this  censure,  may  be  seen  in  the  pria^ 
ed  Calderwood,  pp.  290—1. 

t  See  Note  D. 
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i^  the  case,  and  with  (H^hers  the  ckdms  of  hnnuuuty. 
With  others^  again,  he  availed  himself  of  the  spec^uf 
plea  of  liberty  of  conscience ;  a  plea  which,  as  applied^ 
was  a  Jelo  de  se^  and,  had  it  been  then  aqted  upon, 
would  inevitaWy  have  led  to  the  overthrow  of  all  true 
liberty.     A  ciuious  conversation  between  him  and 
lumA.  Hamilton  on  this  subject  has  been  preserved* 
James  paid  a  visit  to  HamUtou  House,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  sounding  tliat  nobleman's  views*    He  intro* 
duced  the  conven^tion,  by  saying,  that  he  was  coq* 
fident  that  he  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  his  lordship, 
notwithstanding  any  reports  which  had  been  dma* 
lated  to  the  contrary.     "Ye  «ee,_my  lord,  (ccm- 
tinned  he)  how  I  am  used,  and  have  no  man  in 
whom  I  may  trust  more  than  in  Huntly.     If  I  re« 
ceive  him,  the  miniiN^ers  will  cry  out  that  I  am  aa 
apostate  from  tibe  religion  ;  if  m>t,  I  am  left  deso- 
late."   "  If  he  and  the  rest  be  not  enemies  to  ibe 
Teligion,  (said  his  lordshi|))  ye  may  neceive  t^em ; 
otJierw&se,  not"    "  I  cannot  tel|  (replied  big  Ma- 
jesty) what  to  make  of  4^,  but  the  ministers  hold 
them  for  enemies.    Always,  I  would  thiiik  it  good, 
that  they  enjoyed  liberty  of  oonscience.''     Upon, 
this  Linrd  Hamilton  exclaimed,  "  Sir,  then  we  are 
all  gone!  then  we  are  all  gone!  then  we  are  aU 
gone!  If  there  were  no  more  to  withstand  them 
than  I,  I  will  withstand."    The  King  peroeivii^ 
his  servants  approach,  put  an  end  to  the  ccmversa- 
tion  by  saying  with  a  smile,  "  My  lord,  I  did  this 
to  try  your  mind  *." 

♦  Cald.  IV.  338. 
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Tke  ^ssimulation  c^  James  was  so  gn>ss  and  4»i> 
ffeqtieatly  repeated  as  to  forfeit  bim  the  confidende 
of  feven  flle  leaist  Auspicious.  Before  setting  out  o& 
^  journey  to  die  borders^  he  renamed  his  promise  to 
the  ministers  of  Edilibtti^h  not  to  shew  favour  to 
the  con^irators.  Yet,  on  the  tery  day  6n  which 
he  g^ve  this  {dedge,  they  werb  admitted  to  his  pre- 
ume  at  Fahi,  smd  mad^  siMsh  arrangements  with 
him  redp^ting  dieir  trial  as  secured  their  acquittal 
Ihe  con\^^tidn  held  at  Edinburgh  a  few  days  sifter 
tiik,  appointed  conimissicmers  to  go  to  Jedburgh; 
and  l&y  their  T^tesentationiS  before  his  Majesty  *« 
Tliey  were  instructed  to  complain  of  his  hamg  ad- 
mitted the  popi&  lords  into  his  presence,  to  request 
that  the  arrangements  made  respecting  their  trial,  so 
hat  afithey  Were  calculated  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice^ 
lAould  foe  altered,  and  to  inform  him  what  all  his 
laithful  sribgects  thought  of  the  &your  shewn  by  hini 
to  tmton^  and  th^t  they  were  determined  to  sacrifice 
thmr  liteS80<mer  than  allow  the  land  to  be  over-run 
with  idolatrous  and  bloody  papists.  James  gave 
them  a  very  diil^jfent  recSeption  from  that  which  he 
had  lately  Vouchsafed  to  rebels.  He  challenged 
the  meeting  from  which  they  were  deputed  as  un- 
kwfiiL  He  inveighed  against  the  synod  of  Fife 
fot*  excommunicating  the  popish  lords.  He  ex- 
pressed great  displeasure  at  Melville  for  the  active 
part  which  he  had  taken  in  that  affair^  and  at  dif- 

*  The  convmissioDers  w^re  Jame«  Melvilie,  Patrick  Galloway, 
Napier  of  MerchistoO}  the  laird  of  Calderwoodf  aod  three  bur- 
gesses. 
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feretit  €(miity  meetiDgit.  He  aikged  tbiM;  sA<oae  of 
these  meetings,  the  perscms  assembled  had  entered 
iitto  a  protaBtation,  in  which  they  declared  that 
they  weuhl  not  acknowledge  him  as  as  their  lawful 
king  unless  he  adhered  t^  the  religton  ^sently 
professed)  and  punished  such  as  soogfat  to:  orei*throw 
it ;  and  that  ^ey  had  endearoured  to  hrin^  thefer 
brethren  in  the  sonthem  part  <tf  the  kingdom  under 
the  same  treasonaMe  engagement.  And  her  eoti-^ 
eluded  ifnth  threatening  that  he  would  eril  a  tneet- 
ing  of  parliament,  to  chastise  the  insolettce  of  the 
ministers,  and  restore  the  estate  of  bishops.  Jamei 
Melville,  in  the  name  of  the  oommisisAoneitt)  tepKed 
to  this  royal  philippic,  and  deftnded  his  constila' 
ents ;  aftef  which  his  Majesty  grew  isalm,  t^wti<* 
ed  a  fair  answer  to  thdr  petition,  and  dismiisdd 
them  with  promises  that  were  neyer  to  be  per- 
formed** 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  aH  the  AieepCioils 
methods  taken  by  the  court  in  the  coiivse  rf  this  fte^ 

irood,  H^.  pp.  398,  9«  MS.  Hi4orie,  ut  supra,  Gordom'tf 
Geneal.  History  of  the  Earldom  of  SutherlancI,  pp.  222— S* 
ThB  last  mimtioned  writer  says  that  it  wis  tesolfeJ  by  the  conrf; 
itt  tbe  year  1593»  to  r«i>eatdbli4b  epuoopftcy*  6pot»«ood#  itt  his 
account  of  the  interview  at  Jedburgh,  s&ys,  that  the  eomfsissiooen 
*'  humbly  besought  bis  Majesty  to  vouchsafe  the  Assembly  some 
answer  in  writing,  but  be  absolutely  refused^  and  so  they  took 
their  leave.*^  (Hist.  {».  3M.)  On  4h«  «oner»«yt  laties  MeifUlei 
who  was  present,  expressly  says:.  "  Sa  y*  night  delyvering  our 
petittones  in  wryt,  be  tymes  on  the  mOM  we  gat  oitv  answers  in 
wrait  fear  anetiche,  and  returned  otk  the  ihtiA^  ivf^^^  (Diartr 
227.) 


lended^diGial  fifMMS.  The  CoHvaitioii  of  Eststes 
faeU  ^  littlithgMr  in  October  ia98»  aStet  pfeparing 
iQifttae^  Tarred  the  tnal  of  the  amspsratora  to 
oertein  ineforidsials  mma&ii  fajr  tkeia,  along  leidi  tiie 
offers  of  1*1^^  whom  tliejr  afiponited  to  meH  om 
the  fdlomsg  month  at  HfAytoMtmae.  MdmSk 
ittendod  mi  this  oocawia  as  one  of  tho  oomiDifi^ 
mmtkoC  tho  dund^  ^^  and  naed  &»  wmtGAinniom 
in  vtteriog^  his  seoiaiBoiits.  He  reproved  the  King 
tn  dieinaaMr  in  wfaieh  he  idbwed  hinisetfiio  ape^ 
eE  the  dmi  inatiiimeiits  of  the  reibnnafeMn^  md 
the  best  friends  of  his  own  throne^  and  &r  the  iMri^ 
hm  partiriky  which  he  had  abewn  to  the  afvowed 
eMBiiaa.  af  hotihi  and  patticularljr  to  the  hone  of 
BmUjf.  He  i^allraged  thoae  who  advised  hii 
M^taty  to(§daft  this  oomte  to  ooiae  ianvmtd  and 
i^ow ^ewaebaa  befbte  the  Estates;  pkdging  hiaif 
idf  topnohr^them  traitors  to  decrown  and  Idngdm 
if.t$ao*t«dt  pamridod  they  wa^  mafe  liaUe  to 
ymiihaMBt^  or^  if  he  £iifed  ki  \m  psoaC  that  he 
wmdd  himadf  go  to  the  g^bhet  The  King  and 
esortierasimUf  and  said,  tlmt  he  was  more  aealons 
tkon  wbe.  Afttt  his  Migesty  hadmade  aspeech»  in 
wiudi  he  tupped  the  dangar  wfaidi  m%ht  arise  to  the 
emmtry  AoDi  proceeding  to  extremities  against  the 

*  Six  niemberSy  nomicated  by  the  Convention  of  Estates,  were 
a!Iowed  to  be  present  at  the  trial.  (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  Vol.  iv.  p. 
44)  G^rchii  States  that  ibis  nomiiM^ioii  waa  opposed  by  tb€ 
cburch  as  an  encroachment  upon  her  liberties ;  upon  which  the 
•Kin^tattsed  their  names  to  be  deleted,  and  ordered  that  in  future 
the  ministers  sboilM  have  no  place  on  such  occasions  bot  as  sitp- 
pliants.  (Oeneal.  Hist,  of  the  Earldtjm  of  Sirtherhind,  p.  223.) 

C  2 


30  LIFf:  OF  ANDBBW  MELVILIiE. 

powerftil  individuals  i?v^o  wereafieniaed^  the  assembly 
agreed  to  ^  the  act  of  aboHttoii"  whkh  hadhera  pre^ 
vioufily  dr^wB  up  by  ihe  ccMinseUoni.  By  this  the 
popish  lords  were  ordamed^  aoeordiag  to  the  off&e 
jvrhifh  they  had  inade^  either  tagire  satisfaction  to  the 
diurch  and  embrace  the  protestant  religiOBy  or  dm 
to  leate  thoi  kingdom  witian  a  limited  iisaei;  tb^r 
{Mmtss  agauut  diem  was  dropped;  and  they  wem 
declared  ''  free  and  unaccusaUe  ia  all  tiine  amuBg^' 
of  tlie  crimeft  laid  to  their  charge,  pronded  they  did 
not  in  fitture  enter  into  any  treasonable  correqcNind- 
ence  with  foi^igneft  *• 

Thk  mode  of  issmng  the  process  waa  it  gnas  inh 
positioD  on  the  nation.  No  intelligoit  persim  he*- 
lieved  that  the  popish  earls  were  sincere  in  tbmr 
oflbrs,  or  would  oonqily  with  the  terms  prescribed  to 
them.  The  sde  tendency  of  the  »eiunu»  waa  t« 
allow  them  an  interval  of  repose  to  atttngthen  theit 
party,  and  to  establish  their  iBfluenoe  at  oomrt^  that 
they  might  renew  their  intrigiiesr  and  ^nfaaoil  the 
country  on  the  first  favourable  oppurtanity  that  oe« 
cimed.  Various  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  Jams 
ad^qoting  this  line  of  poli^,  without  having  recourse 
to  the  suppositiott  that  he  was  inclined  to  popery. 
Huntly,  the  head  of  the  popish  party»  by  means  of  lui 
family  alliance  with  Lennox,  the  King's  favourite, 
had  an  interest  at  court,  which  was  greatly  increased 
by  the  recent  marriage  of  Mar  f •    Jamea  was  nofr 

*  Act  Pari.  Scot.  vol.  iv.  pp.  4()-48.     Cald.  iv.  351—357. 
Melville's  Diary,  p.  229-     Spouwo«d,  400 — 1. 

1  James  was  feasting  at  the  marriage  of  the  Earl  of  Mar  wiili 
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kiolSDg'tdgerly  £H:ward  to  the  EngUfifa  8Ucce88ion» 
^  Was  desirous  ^gaimng  the  Roman  Catholies  who 
fermed  a  emsidaraUe  party  in  that  kingdom^aod  were 
filed  with  iiteeoneilable  hatred  against  Elizabeth. 
His  timidity  made  him  averse  to  vigorous  measures ; 
and  he  pqued  himself  on  his  superiiur  skill  in  that 
branch  of  the  att  of  govemm^t  which  lies  in  balancK 
ing  the  differ^t  parties  in  the  st^te  so  as  to  render 
iketi  all  dependent  on  the  sdvemgn;  although  he  was 
Restitute  of  the  talents  requisite  for  this  delicate  task^ 
asd^  couUl  neither  poiate  the  wales  with  judgment» 
Bor  hdd  them  with  a  steady  and  impartial  hand. 
The  political  principles  of  the  papists  were  agreeable 
to  James ;  and  the  diie&  of  the  party  paid  assidu- 
oas^sourt  to  Inm  by  flattering  his  love  of  power^ 
iMid  inve^;idng  against  Uie  levelling  doetrmes  and 
repuUiean  i^rit  of  the  reforming  ministers.  But 
tirom  ndlate^er  eauses  it  proceeded,  it  is  dear  that 
lir  had  adopted  a  potijcy  which  led  him  to  {uroteet 
laid  lKin>nr  a  fot^eign  faction,  addicted  to  popery  and 
arbitrary  pow«r|  while  the  best  friends  of  the  re- 
inrmation^  who'were  at  the  same  time  the  natural 
itad  BUreat  liiends  <tf  a  protestant  gov^nment, 
iMome  tlie  objects  of  his  jealousy  and  aversion. 
TUs  abinttd  axA  caiBdnal  course  he  pursued  through- 
oat  his  reign^  in  spite  of  all  the  admonitions  which 
he  lec^lred ;  atid  it  was  persisted  in,  with  heredi- 
lary  fiU;mty,  l^  Ma  successors,  who  carried  on  a 
secret  and  illicit  intercourse  with  the  Church  of 

a  sister  of  the  Countess  of  Huntlj,  when  he  received  information 
of  the  discovery  of  the  late  conspiracy.  (Spotswood,  p.  391.) 
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Rome,  which  issued  at  length  in  their  laying  iStteir 
triple  crown  ingloriowsly  and  irrecoverably  at  her  feet. 
An  example  to  all  British  sovereigns  who  may  be 
tempted  to  form  such  an  imnatural  and  unhaHowed 
attachment ! 

While  the  country  was  agitated  by  diis  afiUr, 
the  court  was  kept  in  a  state  of  continued  and  dis^ 
graceful  alarm  by  the  attempts  of  tlie  Earl  of  Both- 
well,  who  repeatedly  besieged  the  palace,  and  on 
one  occasion,  forced  his  way  into  the  royal  presence, 
and  extorted  a  pardon  for  liis  rebeQious  practices. 
Inflamed  with  personal  resentment  against  the 
Chancellor,  he  had  formerly  assodated  wlA  the 
popish  lords ;  and  availing  himself  of  the  odium 
which  the  court  had  incurred  by  favouring  them, 
he  now  affected  great  eoncem  for  the  pr^Bcr^ 
vation  of  the  protestant  reKgion.  He  was  un« 
able,  however,  to  make  a  dupe  of  more  than  one 
of  the  ministers  of  the  church.  The  vices  of  hfe 
private  i^aracter,  and  his  known  selfishness,  venuu 
tiKty,  and  turbulence,  were  sufficient  to  put  them  on 
their  guard  against  his  loud  but  hdlow  professioBs, 
even  although  they  had  been  disposed  to  abet  any 
hostile  attempt  against  tlie  government*.  Birt 
tills  did  not  prevent  them  ftom  being  aq)^:«ed  as 
fa^'ourable  to  him.  With  the  view  of  giiining  par* 
tizans  among  the  people,  Bbthwell  drculaled  it^ 
ports  of  this  kind,  and  diose  wlio  weie  about  llie 
King  wa^  either  so  jealous  as  to  credit  tjhe dander, 

*  C*ia.  iv  241—246,  271,  505. 
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dT  SO  ^Uie  aji  to  employ  it  by  way  of  retort  to  the 
dMUfge  brought  4^^mst  them  of  eountenancing  the 
popish  eom^iratorg.  In  a  confei^nce  vrith  the  mi^ 
gislMt^  aad  mimsters  c£  £dinbu]^»  the  King 
ccfmplimed  that  Bothwell  had  been  suffered  to  re* 
xQion  in  tlie  ca^tal,  md  upbnuded  the  ministers  for 
maintaming  sil^ice  rcspeeting  his  treascmable  con^ 
dnet^  while  tbey  were  loud  in  their  inveetiTes  against 
Qiptain  Stewart  and  the  popish  earls.  He  charged 
Bniee  in  special  with  having  conq>ired,  along  with 
some  of  his  hrethrra,  to  place  the  crown  on  Both- 
weU's  h/9a4f  and  with  hanng  harboured  a  traitor  who 
might  the  li&  of  his  sovereign.  The  rest  of  the  mi^ 
Bisters  oittteiited  themselves  with  appealing  to  thdr 
hearers  as  to  their  innocence  of  what  was  laid  to  their 
cbttge ;  but  as  the  accusation  against  Bruce  was  ffx^- 
dSe  and  more  serious,  he  insisted  that  he  was  entitled 
to  know  tlie  indinduals  who  had  slandered  him  to 
bis  Majesty,  and  declared  that  he  would  not  again 
enter  tha  j^ilpit  until  he  was  leg^y  cleared  of  the 
eriiie  imputed  to  him.  James,  after  some  idiifting, 
BSjaad  the  Master  of  Gray  and  one  Tyrie,  a  paj^t, 
as  his  infinrmers.  But  on  the  day  fixed  &x  examin* 
iig^ea&ir,  no  peracm  appeared  to  make  good  the 
cbige;  and  Gray,  havkig  left  the  court,  rrfuied 
that  he  had  given  the  alleged  information  against 
Broee,  and  0ff(^:ed  to  fi{^t  any  individual,  his  Ma- 
jesty excepted,  who  should  affirm  that  he  had  de^ 
&nMdtIiat  mmistor^ 

*  Cald.  iv.  269—272. 
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The  activity  of  the  Melvilles  in  thwwtk^^  the 
wishes  of  the  fxmrt  respecting  the  pq)ish  Icffdn  snB- 
jected  them  to  the  same  odious  imputation.  It 
had  been  the  laudable  custom  of  the  churdii  of  8eot- 
laud  to  make  contributio^is  in  their  diflbreat  par- 
ishes for  the  relief  of  their  brethren  in  fomgn  coun- 
tries who  ware  persecuted  for  religion.  The  city 
of  Geneva  had  since  the  year  1589  been  involved^ 
in  a  dangerous  war  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  whi<^ 
reduced  it  to  the  necessity  of  applying  for  tateiga 
aid  *.  Liberal  collections  were  accordingly  made 
for  this  purpose  throughout  Scotland.  James  Mel- 
ville was  collector  for  the  province  of  Fife^  sod  it  was 
surmised  at  court,  that  he  had,  with  the  concurrence 
of  his  uncle  and  some  other  ministers,  given  the 
money,  intended  for  Geneva,  to  Bothwell,  to  enable 
him  to.  raifie  troops  to  harrass  the  King.  S^ 
ting  aside  the  acknowledged  probity  of  tlie  in-- 
dividuals  accused,  the  supposition  of  their  having 
committed  such  an  act  of  saerile^us  fraud  in* 
volves  the  highest  improbabiUties.  Who  ean 
believe  that  Melville,  who  felt  so  enthusiastic^, 
ally  attached  to  Geneva,  who  regarded  that  city  aa 
one  of  the  great  bidwiu:k$  of  the  Reformation^  who» 
at  the  solicitation  of  hiis  most  revered  Mends  in  it, 
had  es:erted  himself  to  obtain  collections  fi)r  its  r^Uef» 
would  have  given  his  consrat  to  rob  it  of  those  very 
succours  whidi  were  so,  urgently  required  to  prc» 
serve  its  independence,  nay,  its  very  existence,  as  a 
free  and  protestant  state  ?   Who  can  believe  that 

*  Spoii|  Histoire  de  Geneve,  torn:  i.  pp.  334— 39S.  edit.  1780. 
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he,  or  his  nephew,  who  was  as  his  own  soul,  would 
hate  doue  this  m  hehalf  of  a  nobleman  of  irregular 
habits  and  of  no  principles,  with  whom,  although 
he  c(Mrt€d  the  friendship  of  both,  their  keenest  ad 
v^isaries^ould  not  prove  that  either  of  them  ever  had 
the  slightest  political  ccmnection,  even  for  a  single 
day*?  But  Jamoft  Melville,  whose  character  was  im* 
mediately  attacked,  had  direct  evidence  to  produce 
in  defence  of  his  honour,  and  of  the  strict  fidelity 
with  whidi  he  had  aoted  in  this  business.  He  had 
in  his  posaassion  the  receipts  granted  by  those  lor 
whom  the  sums  vnth  whi(di  he  had  been  intrusted 
were  contributed  f;  and  during  his  life-tim^  no  in^ 

*  "  Aboqt  the  spi'ing  tymejn  the  ycir  following  1594?  the  out- 
law Boduell  kythe  openlje  yv^  forces  at  Leitbe  and  at  Freistfield 
hot  ^^  lyk  success  as  oftentymes  befor,  he  tuk  vpe  men  of  war 
JD  secret  vpe  and  down  the  countrey  and  gaiff  out  that  it  was  at 
thf?.  kirk9  em^yaieot  a^innt  the  papists,  wbilk  maid  i9e  beiog 
tben  mickle  occupied  in  publict  about  the  Kirks  effeares  to  be 
greatly  suspected  be  the  king  and  bak  speirit  be  all  meanes,  hot 
jt  was  bard  to  fitid  quhilk  was  neuer  thooght.  for  I  never  lyket 
^  siaa  iio#  baid  to  d<»  w^  him  direct) ie  or  indirecttie*  yea  ehet 
guid  Archh%)d  Erie  of  Angus  whom  God  called  to  his  rest  a  yeir 
pr  twa  befor  this,  I  kend  him  not  of  the  nobilitie  in  Scotland  y^ 
J  could  communicate  my  mynd  w^  anet  publict  afiiears,-  let  be  to  , 
baiffit  delling  w'  in  action/^     (Melville^s  Diary,  p.  280.) 

t  Aftet  n^iomDg  the  lifccrality  with  which  the  people  onder 
his  cfaurg^  icoBJtributed  for  the  relief  of  their  brethreo  in  Fraope, 
|ie  says :  ''  Tlie  soum  of  the  haill  collection  quilk  the  frenche 
kirks  gat  (from  Scotland)  extendtt  bot  till  about  x  thowsand 
Ikierksy  «s  their  acqaittances  and  Letters  of  thanksgiffiog  bearea, 
^ilk  I  haiff  in  costodie  delyverit  to  me  be  the  general!  assem<*. 
blie  to  translet  in  Seottes  and  sett  forthe  to  close  the  moothes  of 
iovyfull  sclanderers  wha  gaiff  out  y^  ye  collection  was  maid  for 
ail^Ttlieir  purpose)  as  also  tho  Colleption  maid  for  draeva,  whaf 
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dividual  dmst  convert  tbe  ealummous  suiwi90i  eineU'- 
lated  to  hijs  prejudice  into  a»  diirect  a^  manly  ciiai^e« 
In  tbe  General  Assembly  held  in  May  15945  some 
members  objected  to  bis  nomination  as  ooe  i^  the 
commissioners  to  be  sent  to  the  King*  <m  the  ffconn^ 
that  be  bad  incuned  the  sus^cions  of  tbe  court  ^ 
a  favourer  of  Both  well*    His  oondoet  om  that  ocea*-^ 
sion  was  such  as  became  a  man  who  was  conseiouff 
of  innoceni^e,  and  who  felt  what  was  due  to  bis  re- 
^putation*  He  told  tbe  assembly,  that  so  far  frow  bav-^ 
ing  courted  appointanents  of  that  kind,  he  had  ofteB» 
as  they  knew,  intoeated  to  be  eissoused  iwm  them ; 
but,  at  present,  he  thmigbt  it  mcumbent  upoH  bina 
to  insist  that  his  name  should  be  put  on  tbe  list, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  dearing  him- 
self from  the  slander ;  and  if  they  declined  doing 
this,  be  was  determined  to  present  himself  at  ooyrt^ 
and  dclnand  an  investigation  of  bis  eoaduct.    Ha 
was  accordingly  included  in  the  commisidon  **    A£-^ 
ter  the  commissioners  had  transacted  their  business 
widi  the  King,  James  MelviUe  introdueed  bis  owb 
j^fikir,  and  requested  to  be  infimned  if  his  Majestj 
liad   any  thing  to  lay  to  his  charge,  or  if  he 
harboured  suspicions  of  bis  fidelity.     The  King 
refdied,  that  be  bad  nothing  t0  say  against  Imn 
more  than  against  tlie  rest,  exeept  that  he  found 
bis  name  on  every  commission.     James  Melville 

for  we  gat  noair  tbanktt  by  a  l«Uer  of  Tbmiov^  4>u  9^  in  tb^ 
name  of  the  Seoat  aad  kii^  y^o£  nor  it  wan  aU  worthe,  readie  te 
le  pr^bcit"    (Melvilk^a  Diarf,  p,  194*) 
»  Boik  ol  th»  Unm  Ktrk^  f,  171,  a. 


LiraS  OF  A!N1>»EW  MELVILLE,  4t 

tbaxikdl  God  that  this  was  the  oise ;  jbr  in  all  his 
putik  employments  he  had  studied  the  good  of  tha 
KJmg  as  well  as  that  of  the  church ;  and  if  there, 
were  any  that  traduced  him  to  his  Majesty  as  hav* 
i0g  eagaged  in  secret,  unlawful,  or  undutifui  pcac- 
tices,  he  desired  that  they  would  now  oome  forward 
^  shew  th^r  faces»  when  lie  was  present  to  answer 
&r  himself.  N&  ra^  was  made  to  this  challenge^ 
Afta^  this  the  King  took  him  into  hiscaUnet^  aiid» 
havttg  dismissed  Iiis  attendants,  amversed  with  him 
oa  a  vaiiety  of  to^es  with  the  greatest  fiunitiarity, 
s^t  his  ^pecaal  dommendaliims  to  bis  uncle,  die 
^doeipal,  and  declared  ^at  he  looked  upon  both  of 
tb(»u  as  most  faithful  and  trusty  maigecUL  ^  Skv 
(lays  James  MelvUle)  #f  the  strange  working  of  God» 
I  that  crane  to  $ti)rlisg' the  traitor,  itctumed  to  £din« 
bai|^  a  great  ewrtier,  yea  a  cabtn^  anmaellor  *."*•*. 
S^^dtswood?  Imd  gaod  ^aportusities  of  beccnniiig  ae« 
qaainted  wilb  this  honowaUe  exoulpatiiMi,  and  yet^ 
after  the  death  of  this  individual  whcNB  he  was 
bsond  to  reit^eii^  he  aaafaodied,  in  ias  History,  Ibii 
d^mdar  on  Hs  master's  memory,  not  as  a  report,  boi 
as  if  it  had  be^  a  well-authentioated  ftet  f  •  A^ 
it  has  been  retailed  from  his  time  do^im  to  the  pre* 
sent,  as  scandal  is  usiH^y  prc^pagated,  by  ibe  pre« 
jttdiced,  the  gossiping,  and  those  who  are  equally 
destitute  of  pat^nce  to  exaonne  the  grounds  of  a 
report,  and  of  sagadty  to  perceive  the  most  palpable 
jnarks  of  its  improbability. 

*  Diary,  f.  SS1~^     CM.  ir.  371,  SS9,  590. 

t  Spotswood,  Hist.    p.  430.    Seeabore,  wt«  i.  p.  185* 
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The  General  Assembly,  wlndi  was  held  in  May 
1594,  testified  its  sense  of  the  important  pufalie 
services  which  Melville  had  lately  -perianned,  byr 
placing  him  again  in  the  moderatiNP's  chair.  Lord 
Hume  presented  himself  at  the  bar  of  this  Assem- 
bly, and  made  such  professions  of  sorrow  £or  his  past 
conduct  as  induced  the  members  to  agree  to  hkr 
being  absolved  from  the  sentence  ef  excommumca-f 
tion  whidi  the  s3aiod  of  Fife  had  passed  against 
hkn. .  Melville,  from  suspidoos  of  the  sincerity'  of 
these  professions,  and  from  the  consideration  ^tKb 
the  other  popidi  noblemen  were  i^ll  in  arms,  hesi- 
tated to  absolve  Hume ;  and  tbe  Assembly,  after 
|;iearing  his  reasons,  excused  him,  and  aj^inted 
David  Lindsay  to  si^ly  his  place  in  the  act  of  pro- 
nouncii^  the  absolution**  This  is  not  the  only 
instatice  in  which  we  find  the  ecdesiastical  eomrts 
at  this  peiiod  paying  such  defi^rence  to  'tke  private 
convictions  of  tiheir  membansi,  and  oven  of  ^laom 
whose  province  it  was  to  carry  thm  sentences  into 
execution  f .  Nco*  does  it  i^qpear  that  the  practice 
led  to  any  decidedly  Imd  consequeilees.  Even  in 
the  ordipary  management  of  afl&irs  in  the  best 
regulated  churches,  instances  will  occur  in  which 
conscientious    individuals    may    entertain    sierioua 

*  AleWaie'8  Diary,  p.  «8a 

f  In  1586,  Robert  Wilkie,  the  modemtor  of  the  pcaviooud 
synod  of  Fife,  having  declined  pronouDCiDg  the  sentfnce  of  ex- 
communication against  archbishop  Adamson,  the  synod  appointed 
one  of  the  members  to  act  for  him  in  that  iBStascer  (Printed 
Calderweod,  pp.  201,  203.) 
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«nij[>l€8  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  particular  dedsions^ 
and  may  dedine  to  take  an  aetive  part  in  ^ecuting 
titan,  without  being  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  esta- 
Ntsbed  authority,  or  ihaintaining  a  faetious  oj^osi-' 
Hm  to  the  Hieasures  which  they  condemn.  By 
giving  place  to  sudi  scruples,  at  the  expence  of 
^ii^ttg  a  little  from  the  strict  line  of  ordinary 
pEoeedure^  a  court  neither  testifies  its  Weakness  nor 
oeraiMomises  its  authority :  it  merely  evinces  that 
ttoderatioft  wUch  becomes  a  tribunal  confessedly 
nlMHrdiiiate  and  ftlUble,  and  does  homage  to  thq 
nered  rigkts  of  consci^be  atid  private  judgment. 
Obttina^  and  pride  will  screen  themselves  under 
thisjdea;  but  it  is  better  timt  these  evils  shoul4 
iMhovarsemi  and  ixAersAed,  than  thitt  the  spirit  pf 
gamne  independence  shcmld  be  crushed,  that  therf) 
fhndd  be  no  aUemative  left  between  absolute  subr 
Hiissim  aiftd  aidless  separation,  and  that  a  despotic^l 
dhninittration  should  be  grafted  on  m  authority 
which  is  immediately  conversant  about  the  affairs  of 
the  mind  Mid  eonseience. 

The  assembly  unanimously  ratified  the  sentence 
whidi  the  synod  of  Fife  had  pronounced  against  the 
ftbar  perish  lords.  These  noblemen  had  refu9ed 
t^  t^e  the  benefit  of  the  aet  of  abdition,  continued 
in  arms,  and  persevered  in  their  treasonable  corres- 
pondence with  Spain.  To  a  &ithful  and  spirited 
c^sition  of  the  state  of  the  country  which  the 
assembly  laid  before  him,  the  King  returned  a  very 
£ivo\n^ble  answer.  He  acknowledged  the  dangers 
which  they  had  pointed  out»  and  declared  his  rc^- 
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sohitiim  to  adopt  the  most  prompt  and  doeia^e 
sseaauires  a^inst  tbe  common  ei^mies  of  the  ireit]^«i 
a&d  peace  of  the  kkigdotn.  All  his  denires  ifvwe 
Most  coiilidily  grants  by  this  assembly.  They 
i^ewed  an  act  of  a  fmmer  assembly^  enjoinimg 
Ininistars^  nnd^  tbe  pain  of  deporition,  not  to  utter 
it&Ok  the  pttipit  any  rash  or  trrcrcrerent  speeefaei 
against  the  King  and  his  council  ^.  Th«y  eensimNt 
a  preaciier  of  the  name  of  Ross,  who  had  been  geHty 
•f  this  o^noe.  They  fFrononnced  the  sentbnoe  ef 
depoirition  against  the  minister  of  Cambee,  who  bad 
taken  patt  with  Botbweli  f.  And  they  enjmned 
all  minist^^  to  warn  the  peo]^e  under  tkdr  eharge 
not  to  concur  with  that  tmi^ulent  noblemAn,  or 
Mhers  who  might  e^age  in  tmaaonabk  piaeticei 
a^mst  his  Majestyr  ^^  "oct  to  recdve  mlitary  p»^ 
without  the  r^ynl  warranty  from  any  inditidval  undtf 
the  pretext  of  defending  the  cause  of  region  t*  - 
Indeed,  them  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  e$ik 

*  Some  jadicioQs  nod  pertinent  musrks  sn  tliit  act,  «id  «l 
the  subject  to  ivhkli  it  relates,  the  freedom  uned  by  the  tDiOJBter) 
in  their  eermoos  may  be  seen  in  Dr  Cook's  History  of  tbe 
Church  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii.  18— 20* 

t  The  l^ngmgt  employed  by  James  in  tv^oistbg  tbi$  outy  ht 
fpferrvd  to  as  aA  exculpation  el,  Ibe  mtaitlffa  frt»a»  |be  ^dmifff 
often  brought  aguiost  them  :  **  3.  that  tbey  will  excomunicat  Mr 
Andro  huDter  for  bringing  in  ane  scandall  upon  )^  professioun,  as 
Ait  first  opin  tfaitoar  of  )'  ftincttoun  ag^Yrns  an^  christian  king 
•f  )'  religioan  Aftd  >' natiiriill  soveraignci'^'  (Bulk,  of  Uoi?.  Kirk, 
f*  174h  a.)  James  Melville  says  that  tbe  presbytery  of  St  An- 
drews bad  deposed  Hunter.   (Diary,  p.  2310 

t  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  167—174.  Melvifle^a  Diary. 
(-J>p.  280^432.  Spotswootl,  406. 


ing  in  question  the  loyalty  of  the  ministers  of  th« 
thwdi)  or  their  deoicbd  and  steady  attachaieiit  to  the 
pcrsim  and  goremment  ct  Jametk  Had  he  ceased 
ftom  favourisg  a  factkn  equally  hostile  to  his  ccowa 
a»d  the  established  reHgion ;  had  he  exerted  a  re«»^ 
on^le  snperintendeiiee  e^er  the  adnomstnttiM  of 
tbe  state,  and  ahfitained  Axmi  eneroaehmoita  on  the 
furisdiotioa  of  the  diutch;  and  abcn^  aU»  had  he 
makrtdiMd  his  word  aed  ptemises  ittiridate^  he 
nould  hmt  found  the  ministors  dtqiooid:  to  givt 
him  all  due  satkfaotion,  and  might  hare  deiived 
from  them  the  most  esseMiai  and  efficient  mi]qiect« 
Tke  submisi^oii  wfaieh  the  no^Hty  yielded  to  him 
was  always  p^iial  and  prooarions*  In  the  diqmte 
m)kk  amse  hetween  hi<m  and  the  qneen,  as  tathedia«^ 
pdssl  of  the  pers<m  of  the  ymmg  fsimce,  he  was  de- 
SHted  by  some  of  Us  principal  ooiirtienk  His  &v# 
otmtes  engaged  in  cabals  against  hinit  and  Lennox^ 
Ibr  whom  he  had  dme  so  much,  repeatefly  connived 
at  tbe  at^cions  attempts  <^  Bothwell.  The  |mach- 
m  were  inclined  to  favonr  no  faction  in  the  state. 
The  selfishness  and  avarice  of  the  barons  had  weaned, 
them  from  any  dependance  whidi  they  might  once 
have  been  disposed  to  place  on  that  order ;  and 
there  was  not  at  that  time  a  single  nobleman  to 
whom  they  locked  up  as  a  protector,  or  who  pos- 
sessed any  considerable  share  of  their  confidence* 
Had  their  jealousies  not  been  awakened  and  kept 
alive  by  the  misconduct  of  the  lung,  the  leading 
men  among  them  possessed  too  much  sense,  and  were 
too  well  aware  that  the  safety  of  the  church,  in- 
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ekidtng  their  own,  depended  bu  the  staWlity  6f  his 
govemm^it;  to  indulge  in  or  connteimnce  any  free- 
doms fr<Hu  th^  ptdpit  &at  tended  to  embarrass  his 
administration^  or  to  bring  his  persmi  into  coii- 
tempt  *•  The  jcdnt  influence  of  their  doctrine  and 
discipline  presented  to  James  a  powerful  instrument, 
Bot  possessed  by  any  of  hid  ptedecessors,  £»r  sap- 
prestting  tSie  £euds  of  the  nobility,  purifying  i^ 
adminidiration  of  jimtiee,  and  civilizing  and  refi^rm* 
ing  the  id^iMrals  Ht  the  people.  Had  he  knot^  how 
to  avail  himself  of  this,  his  reign  in  Scothmd  might 
have  been  toaiiquil  and  happy« 
'  Akhmigh  the  pk>pish  noblemen  were  now  ia  n 
state  of  open  i^bellion,  they  found  advocates  in  tbe^ 
parliament  whi<^  was  heM  in  the  month  of  June* 
Melville  was  pf^esent,  and  appeared  for  the  church 
before  the  Lords  of  Artides.  He  urged  the  adopting 
ofstr^mg  measures  against  the  delinquents  as  ne^ 
eessary  to  the  safety  of  religion  and  the  peace  of  th^ 
kingdom.  *'  9tr,  (said  he,  addressing  the  King) 
many  think  it  a  matter  of  great  weight  to  overthrow 

'  *  Bruce,  at  the  time  be  was  using  the  greatest  freedom  in  re-> 
^king  tlie  oourt)  aaUI :  *Mt  is  our  ji^rts  to  crare  it  (wisdom  to 
the  King)  :  becaus  for  as  louss  as  he  is,  be  is  the  greatest  bless* 
ing  that  ever  we  shall  see.'*  And  in  another  sermon  :  "  Surely 
the  only  band  tempbrall  that  holds  up  the  commonweill  here,  quhilk 
is  ruinouse  on  all  sides,  and  is  like  to  fall  down,  stands  upon  that 
prince.  Suppose  be  be  many  wayes  abased,  out  of  question  &• 
he  war  removed — I  look  to  see  confu.sion  multiplied  on  confu- 
sion." (MS.  Notes  of  Sermons  by  Robert  Bruce  :  Wodrow*s 
Life  of  Bruoe,  p.  14,  15.) 


l.Il^E  OF  AJUnKEW  MELVIf,LE.  40 

^  esta^  qf  tbr^  so  great  men.  I  grairf;  it  is  j90  : 
hut  yet  it  is  a  greater  matter  to  ov^hrow,  and  ex- 
pel out  of  this  country,  three  far  greater ;  to  wit, 
true  religion,  the  quietness  of  the  commimwealth,  and 
the  ]ire}s^)er9us  estate  of  th6  l^ing.  If  ye  can  get 
vm  a  hetter  comvienwealth  than  our  own,  (continued 
he,  directing  his  speech  to  the  loids)  and  a  better 
long,  we  are  content  the  traitorous  Icmls  be  spared; 
otherwise  wp  desire  you  to  do  your  duty.'*  He 
okjected  that  some  who  had  come  there  to  reasoa 
w&te  exdi^ided  by  law,  and  partkularly  the  Prior  o£ 
Fluscardie.  One  of  the  lords  said,  that  the  Prioxt 
wag  a  man  of  honourable  place,  being  president 
of  the  court  of  session.  *^  More  hcmourable  mea 
tl^an  lie  are  debarred  fiism  a  place  among  the  Lords 
of  Arti(^,*'  replied  Melville*  The  King  adcnow^ 
lodged  that  this  was*tme,  and  promised  to  attend 
to  the  mirtter.  Melville  went  on  to  say  that  l^ese 
w^e  seme  on  the  Artides  who  wer^  strongly  nuh 
peeted  <tf  partiality  in  this  caissie,  and  <rf  being  dmest 
as  gmUy  as  those  who  were  on  tlieir  triaL  Tbe 
abbots  €£  Kinloss  and  Inchaffiray  smiled  to  each  other<» 
^  Whmn  do  you  mean  ?"  said  the  King.  "  One  who 
lau^fir  across^  the  taUe,  replied  MelviUe.*"  ^^  Do 
ymi  tnean  me  P**  saldKinloss.  '^  If  you  confess  your- 
sdf  guilty,  1  win  not  purge  you;  but  I  meant 
Indiaffiray;"  "  Mr  Edward,  (said  his  JVIajesty  to 
Kinloss)  that  is  Judajs's  questmn,  Is  it  /,  Masterf^ 
a  remark  which  produced  much  laughter*  The  ma- 
jority of  liie  Lords  of  Articles  voted  for  the  for- 
VOL-  II.  P 
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feiture  of  the  three  earls,  and  their  ju%meat  wa» 
ratified  by  parliament  *. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  Earl  of  Aigyfe  by  the 
popish  lords  at  Glenlivet,  the  King  set  out  for  the 
north,  at  the  head  of  some  troops,  to  ^[^pose  the  re- 
bels* At  his  express  req.uest,  he  was  accompanied 
by  Melville,  Im  nephew,  and  two  other  nunisters. 
Had  it  not  been  fer  their  presence,  the  expedition 
imist  hare  ended  disgracefully.  The  popish  diiefa 
letired  into  their  &8tnesses,  and  the  royal  forces  were 
ready  to  disband  £ox  want  of  pay.  So  gteat  was 
the  distrust  of  hi3  Majesty's  pio&saions,  that  this  na- 
tion testi^ed  rut^  diqxisitioh  to  raise  the  supplies  ne* 
oessary  to  insure  the  success  of  an  expediticm  of 
whi^  tiaey  highly  appioved.  In  thia  em^euey* 
Jaines  Melville  was  dea^atched  to  the  south,  witi^ 
recommendatory  Icttera  fr<Hii  hia  brethren,  to  procure 
Qontcibujdon&  in  the  principaL  towns.  He  had  scarce* 
ly  kft  the  cttnp,  tidieu.  meaaures  w^e  proposed  which 
wsnaiA  have  disgraoed  hk  mi$$ion,  ai^  cwtcadioted 
tke  assurancea  whidi  he  was  authomed  to  give  in 
ths  name  of  the  Eong.  But,  after  the  ^at^  p&rt 
of  the  pivy  eounseUors  had  given  thmr  opinion  that 
it  was  not  &  to  proceied  to  extremiti^  ^[aiuri;  the 
iMuigents,  Melville  reasoiied  so  forcibly  against  the 
proposal,  and  hia  arguments  made  such  an  ampres'* 
sion  up<m  the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  army  ^ho 
were  present,  that  his  Ma^ty  deemed  it  prUdei^ 


*  Cald.  i?.  392—3.  See ''  The  form  and  prdb^tiop  of  the 
raonds  of  treason/*  pp.  393— 39^.  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  W.  5$~61 
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to  dissetit  from  the  mi^Gdty  of  bis  couaoii^  and  to 
issae  immediate  ofd^rs  for  throwifi^  do^^  Strath* 
iK^e,  a  castle  bekmging  to  the  Earl  of  Htintly,  with 
the{Hrincipal  seats  of  hkoodfederates.  Thisdeci»Ve 
measure  prochieed  the  expected  ejBSsct  upon  the 
popish  earls,  who  soon  after  quitted  the  kingdom*. 
In  the  midet  of  the  confusions  caused  }fj  the 
rebelfion  of  the  popish  lords,  great  joy  wsis  diffioaeA 
throngh  tiie  ndtion  by  the  Inrth  of  an  heir  to  thwf 
crown.  Melville  celebrated  that  event  in  an  elegit 
Sttte  poem,  in  which  he  predicted  that  the  inlkat 
prince  would  unite  the  crowns  of  Britain,  and  hum* 
ble  the  pride  of  Spain  and  Rome  f . 

Fastu  donee  Jbtrico 
Lat^  subacto,  sub  pedibus  premas 

Clarus  triumpho  delibuti 

Geryonis  triplicem  tiaram. 
Qua  nunc  revinctus  tempora  Cerberus 
RomanuB  atra  conduplicat  face 

Se  n^  Tarpeja  firagores 

Tartareos  UHiitru  tremendo. 
Quo  terrain  inertem,  quo  mare  barbanun, 
OiCOHique,  &  c»aB  territat  i^eas 

Sitfptiam,  p«tftiis  vena  so^trk, 

£t  fifolk),  gettdni  ^racmns. 

♦  Becord  of  Privy  Counqil,  Oct,  10,  and  28, 1594.  McIyiUc's 
Diary,  pp.  232— 236.    Cald.  iv.  402,  407— 418. 

f  This  poem  was  published  under  the  following  title  t  '*  Prin- 
cipis  Scoti-Britannonrm  Natalia.  Edinbvrgi  Excudebat  Bober- 
tus  Walde-graue,  Sereniasimse  Begise  Majestatis  Typographus, 
Anno  1594/'  4tf>.  four  leaves.  A  poem  entitled  ^*  Aniyletum/* 
is  subjoined  ta  it.  Both  arc»  re-published  in  Delit.  Poet.  Scot.  ii. 
93,  98. 

D  2 


58  I.IPB  OP  ANraiBW  MELVILl.E* 

The  poet,  howerer,  lived  io  tsee  Ms  predietiw  con* 
tradicted,  and  to  sing  in  other  Btxum  the  prematoref 
deatihi  df  a  priiice  whose  uncpmmcm  virtues  aadl 
talents  had  excited  uniyersal  elq>eetatio&.  David 
Cimnin^ame,  hishop  of  Ab^een^  was  employed 
to  celelwate  fche  baptism  of  Prince  H^ry ;  a  cii^- 
enmstande  which,  when  oompar^  with  what  took 
place  at  the  coronati(m  of  the  Queen,  may  be  v^wed 
as  indicating  that  the  court  bad  altered  its  inteiH 
tiens  as  to  the  government  of  the  church,  and  alreadj^ 
meditated  the  gradual  restoration  of  the  episo^al 
order*. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1595^  Mdville  w4s[ 
involved  in  trouble  through  his  friendship  for 
David  Black.  Black  had  tommenced  a  process 
against  Balfour  of  Burley,  who  retained  poi^session  of 

*  The  Account  of  tfie  Baptism  of  Henry  Prince  of  Scotland 
has  been  frequently  printed,  i  do  not  know  that  the  concluding 
orations  of  the  Bishop  were  ever  piil>tif<hed,  hot  they  are  preserv-^ 
ed  in  MS.  in  the  B/itisb  Mitteiim  i  **  Frederici  flenrici  Prioci* 
pis  ScoCorom  Sacra  •  LuMraHa,  actore  a^iie  auctore  Dauide 
Cuninghaolo,  Episcopo  Abefdonensi,  celebrata  Nineoduni  Ster- 
lingorum  Septembris  1594.''  (Hurl.  MBS.  4043,  4  )  They 
consist  of  a  '*  Vott^iB*'  in  vefse^  and  **  Eocbafisteria,^'  addressed 
to  the  ambassadors,  in  prase.  Tb^  former  coat^ias  the  following 
encomium  on  the  royal  parents : 

Sin  te  exempla  seqdi  juvat  aut  vestigia  regum, 

Nequic^am  antiquata  petas,  qase  occlusa  vetustas 

Occulit,  ast  ontim  patrem  mireris,  et  uttum 

Patrem  qui  reges  tantum  super  altior  omnes,  ' 

Astraeos  quantum  Phcebus  super  emicat  ignes. 

Nee  parum  matre  est,  tantaque  viragine  nasci 

Filia  quae  regis  conjunxqne  sororqne  paren^oe, 

Sed  superans  meritis  sortem  sexomque  genusque* 


8  hottse  in  the  Abbey  wbkh  had  been  ai^s^iied  as 
a  manfie  to  the  minister  oi  St  Andrews  ^s    Fearing 
^tt  he  wdnld  lose  his  cause,  Burley  stirred  up  the 
ecmrt  against  his  proseeutor,  whem  he  accused  of 
reviling  ^e  late  queen  in  his  senncms.    Melville 
was  aocttsed  df  abetting  him  in  his  seditbus  ha^ 
rangues,  and  both  were  summoned  b^re  the  King 
at  Fftlkkmd*    At  their  arrival.  Black  was  brought 
before  an  assembly  consisting  of  memb^:s  of  the 
pnvy  council,  and  certain  ministers  who  Imd  been 
called  tf^ther  from  the  neighbouring  parishes. 
He  expressed  his  readiness  to  give  an  account  of 
hir  doctrine  for  &e  satisfaction  of  his  Majesty  and 
thtt  individuals  present,  but  objected  to  being  put 
on  his  trkl  brfore  an  assemUiy  which  was  neitilier 
dvii  nor  ^^lesiastical*     His  objections  were,  how^ 
ever,  summarily  over-ruled,  and  the  examination  of 
witnesses  was  already  b^un,  when  Melville,  suspect- 
i^  the  irr^ular  proceedings  which  were  going  on, 
knocked  at  tbe  door  and  proecffed  admission.  Having 
obtained  permission  to  speak  on  a  mode  of  procedure 
wbidi  tended  to  pejudge  the  rights  of  the  churdi 
and  his'  own  cause,  he  told  his  Msgesty,  what  he 
bad  alt^  rung  in  his  eairs,  that  tliough  he  was  die 
King  of  Scotland,  he  was  not  the  King  of  the 
church  in  Scodand ;  and  t^at  tlia^e  was  no  court 
assemUed  there  which  hid  a  tight  to  try  the  cause 
wlncb  they  had  brought  bef(»^  them.    **  But,  (con* 
tinuedlhe^if  king  James  die  Sixth  has  any  judicature 

«  Baik  of  Umv.-Eirk,  f.  176$  h. 
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<N*  fmuse  hevQ,  it  should  be  to  judgti  q0(  ibe  &atbful 
seryants  of  Jesus  Ckrift^  (he  Kipg  iif  ^  cburcb^ 
biit  (tumiugto  Bufky)  ihis  ti^torf  "Pho  has  ooni* 
suitted  diyer90  points  of  hi^^  ^ew>n  i^aiast  his 
Maje^;^'s  dvil  kws^  by  takii^  rhis  peaeeable  sidb- 
jects  in  the  night  out  of  their  haiises^  aud  rese^ 
ting  in  hin  own  house  the  King^s  xe%d»  and  for- 
feited enen^es."  !9urley  feU  on  his  kndes  be£m  his 
Majesty,  md  carayed  justiee«  ''  Justiio^ !  (ex^aini* 
ed  Melville)  would  to  God  you  hud  it !  You  would 
not  then  he  here  to  bring  a  ju^ment  frooi  Chtiii^ 
upon  the  J^ing,  and  thus  falsely  and  unjustly  to  ve^ 
^nd  aecaise  the  faithlul  sarymits  <^  God*"  James 
f^ttempted  to  9)enee  him  by  assnaiiug^i^ti  air  aiid 
Ume  of  wthmty,  but  the  fpdiings  <^  MJ^viUe  w^re 
m:0nght  up  too  lugh  to  miflper  him  ^  pay  rcgaid  to 
l&owns  0t  ^H^ats;  and  his  M^sty  was  £iin  to 
allay  ike  heat  by  addressing  the  parties  in  a  jocular 
strain,  and  tdling  them,  ''  that  tjtey  were  botii 
little  nien,  md  ikm  b«art  wfts  at  theii:  mwth/'  By 
thi^  ^^Bniy  the  trial  wa^  as  id)mptiiy  broken  o^  as  it 
had  been  irregularly  heg^.  The  affair  was  brought 
tp  a  han>y  t^^inatiou  l^  the  wisdiffl^  of.  James  Melr 
yiUoi  who  had  been  sent  (ot  by  his  uAoie  ta  befttetcnt 
911  the  oecasion.  He  aequainfed  th^  JSitrl  of  Mat 
Wth  th^rai^^circiimistatteeft^thj^  ewe;  S0t  beloM 
him  the  inj^ous  consequwees  which  would  arise 
from  a  ln*each  between  the  church  and  the  king,  al  a* 
t^e  when  ^  court  was.diyided,  and  (he  oenqtiry  £m^ 
from  being  in  a  settled  state ;  and  persuaded  him  to 
mitigate  his  M^^ty's  resentmenti  and  bring  ^bout 
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in  nooonmioilirt^iosi  m  reasonable  tenns*  Tbe  fi6tim*' 
quence  was^  that  Bbck»  bewg  admitted  to  a  ^lirate 
interview,  sartifified  the  King  that  he  had  tpoken  with 
great  respect  of  his  mother,  abd  toisdifed  very  gently 
cm  the  errors  of  her  administraticm ;  profiessed  that 
he  had  no  de8i|;ii  of  indnuatrag  diat  the  extraordi* 
nary  measures  tak^  by  the  nation  during  her  reign 
diould  be  adopted  in  the  present ;  ai^,  as  his  Ma- 
jesty was  a&aid  that  tbe  seditious  would  put  sUch  a 
construetion  on  his  words,  promised  to  abstain  from 
such  forms  of  speech  for  the  future.  Melville  too  was 
admitted  to  an  audience,  and  aftcb:  free  but  amicable 
lessoning  with  James,  was  also  graciously  dismissed. 
All  parties  profesi^  to  be  satisfied  with  the  c(m- 
doct  of  James  Melville  in  this  affidr,  but  he  ob** 
seifved  that  from  this  tmie  his  credit  wkh  the  King 
declined.  His  object  in  cultivating  the  interest 
which  he  had  at  court  was  to  persiuide  Ids  Majesty 
that  tbe  nnnisters  loved  him,  and  were  disposed  to 
flease  him  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  their  sense 
of  dtty ;  that  so  the  affairs  of  church  and  state  might 
le  omducted  harmoniously,  or  with  as  little  jar^ 
ting  as  possible  between  the  two  jurisdictions.  His 
Majesty,  on  the  oiha:  hand,  was  anxious  to  gaim 
him  over  to  an  approbation  of  the  court-measures ; 
but  finding,  after  an  Experiment  of  two  years,  that 
he  could  not  detach  him  from  his  brethren,  he  with- 
drew from  him  the  marks  of  his  regard  and  confix 
dence.  Of  those  who  are  to  be  found  in  kings'  ooutts 
few  are  like-minded  with  James  Melville.  He 
annually  expended  the  half  of  his  stipend  on  the 
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publie  service:  and  as  f(nr  gk^s  from  the  croiKiiy  ^'  I 
sought  none,  (says  he)  and  I  got  ncme  lUBHm^t^." 

In  the  end  of  this  yea;*,  Melville,  akmg  ivith  his 
nephew  and  Bruce,  visited  Lord  Thirlstane,  the 
Chancellor,  in  his  castle  beside  Lauder.  His  loid<> 
ship  was  then  on  his  death-bed,  and  the  convcxsa-^ 
tion  which  he  held  with  them  was  highly  satisfiuv 
tory  to  his  visitor^.  The  loss,  of  thki  aUa  states^ 
man  was  quickly  felt  by  the  nation,  and  must  bq 
viewed  as  a  principal  means  of  bringmg  on  the  evtl» 
vnth  which  the  church  was  soon  after  assailed  f  • 

The  year  1596  is  memorable  in  the  history  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  ''  It  had  (says  Jan^t 
Melville)  a  strange  variety  and  mixture ;  the  be- 
ginning thereof  with  a  diew  of  profit  in  planting 
the  churches  with  perpetual  local  stipcaMls ;  the 
midst  of  it  veay  comfortable  for  the  exercise  of  re^- 
formation  and  renewing  of  the  covenant ;  but  the 
end  of  it  tragical  in  wasting  the  Zbm  of  our  Jeru-^ 
salem,  the  church  of  Sdinfaurgh,  and  thr^tenmg 
no  less  to  many  of  the  rest."  Tie  first  of  these 
measures  was  defeated  by  the  same  cause  which  h94 
opposed  its  adoption  in  every  shsf^  since  the  Re* 
Ibrmationt.    The  second  meaatore  conunenced  \m- 

.    ♦  Melville's  Diaiy^  pp.  ?37— 24?. 

t  Ibid.  p.  242.  SimsoBi  Annates,  p.  73^  Spotswood,  p.  411.^ 
Melville  testified  his  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Chancellory, 
in  an  epitaph.     Delitiee  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  116. 

X  The  plan  of  providing  fix^  ^lip^p^s  bece  referred  to^wt^^ 
draifn  up  by  Secretary  Lindsay,  an^  l>as  been  preserved  at  length^ 
by  James  Melville.     ('Diary,  pp,  244—254.)     Those  whp  wkh 
to  be  ficqiiainted  mih  its  proTisjons  may  considl  the  ^nted  Cat- 
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d^  mdfte  favourable  auspices,  and,  tbougli  tnteN 
roptedby  the  confusions  which  ensued,  v^as  piro- 
dnetive  of  good  and  lasting  effects.  It  originated 
with  that  pious  and  honest  minister  of  the  gospel, 
John  Davidson  *.  His  mind  had  for  a  coi^siderable 
time  been  deeply  affected  with  various  corruptions 
in  the  church.  He  lamented  the  inefficacy  of  the 
nrcains  which  had  hitherto  been  used  to  correct  them. 
He  was  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  which 
ifiigbt  ensue,  if  the  constancy  of  ministers  and  peo- 
ple, in  adhering  to  their  religious  profession,  should 
fee  snlj^t^d  to  any  severe  trial.  And  he  was  anxi* 
ottttfaat  a  great  and  general  effort  should  be  made  to 
bring  about  sudi  a  reformation  as  all  good  men  wish- 
ed to  see  accomplished.  Accordingly,  he  laid  a  pro- 
posal to  this  purpose  before  the  presb3rtery  of  Had* 
dtngton,  who  transmitted  it,  in  the  form  of  an  over- 
tote,  to  the  General  Assembly  which  met  at  Edin- 
biogh  in  the  month  of  March.  The  ovature  was 
waliiinously  approved  of  by  the  Assembly ;  and  a 
writing  was  immediately  drawn  up  containing  an 
enumeration  of  the  evils  to  be  reformed,  under  the 
fimr  fdlowing  heads :  corruptions  in  the  persons  and 
Ui^  of  nnnisters  of  the  gospel ;  offences  in  his  Ma* 
jesty's  house ;  t^e  common  corruptions  of  all  estates ; 

jerwoodl,  (pp.  S25-^28«)  or  the  more  abridged  account  of  it  giv- 
en by  Dr  Cook.  (Hist,  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  il.  55^59.) 
The  comtani  piatf  as  it  was  called,  became  a  convenient  engine 
IB  the  hands  of  the  conrty  who  set  it  in  motion  whenever  they 
wished  the  coDCurreoce  of  the  minbters  in  any  of  their  measures. 
*  He  was  admitted  minister  of  Prestonpans  on  the  7th  of 
Jaouaiy  159|.  (Bee  of  the  Fresh,  of  Haddington.) 
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and  ^ffetioes  in  the  eourts  of  justice.  Great  modera- 
tion was  used  in  speofying  tbe  offences  of  the  royal 
hous^kdd,  and  of  the  civil  courts.  The  ministem 
did  not  spare  their  own  order,  and  that  part  of  the 
statement  which  related  to  them  was  larger  than  all 
the  rest  taken  togeth^^.  On  the  motion  ei  Mel- 
¥iUe»  the  meins  to  be  employed  f<^  reforming  minis- 
ters, and  the  censures  to  be  inffid;ed  on  them  for  par- 
tieuliff  acts  of  ddinquency,  were  condescended  om 
As  a  a  primary  step  to  refimnation,  and  according 
to  an  approved  practice  in  tbe  best  times  of  tbe 
church,  the  members  of  assembly  agreed  to  meet  by 
themselves  for  the  purpose  of  solemnly  confessing 
their  sins,  and  ^'  making  promise  before  the  mi^esty 
of  God"  to  amend  their  conduct.  This  meeting  was 
accordingly  hdd  in  the  Little  Church,  on  Tuesday 
the  SOth  (tf  March.  John  Davidson,  who  was  choste 
to  preside  on  the  occasion,  preached  so  much  to  the 
conviction  of  his  hearers,  and,  in  their  name,  made 
confession  of  their  sins  to  Heaven  with  such  sincere 
and  fervent  feeling,  tl^t  th^  whole  assemUy  melted 
into  tears  before  him ;  and  rising  from  their  seats  at 
his  desire,  and  lifting  up  their  right  handa,  they  re- 
newed thdr  covenant  with  God, "  protestiag  to  wdBc 
more  warily  in  their  wayi^  and  to  be  mmre  dUigenl; 
in  their  charges."    The  scene,  which  continued  dur- 

♦  Bulk  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  178, 179.  Tins  record  Coiitaiat 
the  offences  of  the  ministers  only;  but  tbe  entire  paper  may  be 
seen  in  the  printed  Caldetwood,  pp.  314— 320.  The  fidldwidg 
is  the  only  specification  of  personal  vice  in  the  King :  **  Hw 
Maj.  is  blotted  with  banning  and  swearing,  Which  b  cotfimon  to 
(Doortiers  also.** 
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ing  three  heuts,  ^was  solemn  And  de^ly  affe^Hiog 
beymd  any  thing  that  the  ddest  penNm  firesent  had 
witnessed  ^» 

A»  the  g3?eat^  part  of  the  minirters  were  nut 
present  to  join  in  thk  saored  tetion,  the  General 
Assembly  ordained  that  it  dMuld  be  repeated  in 
the  several  ^vinmal  synods  -and  presbyteries,  and 
^t  it  shpufal  afterwards  be  eSLtended  to  eongre§i- 
turns.  This  ordinance  was  obeyed  with  an  abcnty 
sad  ardour  which  spread  from  presbytery  to  ^esby-^ 
tery,  and  from  parish  to  parish ;  ''  the  inlttd)itanis 
of  one  city  saying  to  another«*-Conie  and  let  ns  join 
ourselvea  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant  that 
^all  not  be  forgotten,"  until  all  Scotland,  like  Judah 
o£  old,  *^  rejoiced  at  the  oadif.  Nowhere  was  the 
service  pcrf<»ined  vtrith  mote  affieotii^  sdenmity  than 
St  ]>uilGninUne  by  the  members  of  the  synod  of 

♦  Buik  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  ff.  178,  179.  Melville's  Dl^try,  p. 
261.  Cald.  V.  47—49- 

t  Ibkl,  Row,  Hist«rie,  p.  61.  Tbe  covenant  was  renewed  l^ 
tlM  SjBoa  of  Fife  ctt  the  Uth  of  Maj  (Melville's  Oiarj,  p. 
2Q2,)'y  by  tbe  presbytery  of  St  Andrews  *'  upon  the  penolt 
furisday  of  the  monethe  of  July"  (ib.  268)  j  by  the  congrega- 
tion of  Kikinny  on  the  5th  of  September  (ib.  p.  271.)  ^  and  l^ 
the  ooBgiegiUion  of  AostraliMr  soon  after:  **  We  tbo^  meet  to 
enter  in  tryell  of  o'selfes  for  the  better  pFpara*  to  the  covenant 
and  Lordes  supper.^'  (Rec.  of  Kirk  Session  of  Anstrutber,  Sept. 
5. 1596.)  James  Melville  laments  that  tbe  niiinisters  of  Edin- 
hnrgk  omitted  this  exercise.  (Di«*y,  p.  274.)  If  they  did  so, 
the  presbytery  cannot  bo  blaned  for  tbe  omission :  **  It  is  con- 
cloditt,  according  to  the  act  of  the  GeneraJl  Assemblies  a  cove- 
nant salbe  renewitt  in  all  the  boundis  of  this  presbtrie,  and  that 
npon  the  vii  of  Octpbor  next.''  (Rec.  of  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
Sfft.  21. 15M0 
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Fife.    Alter  they  had  piigfated  theit  £iith  t^  God 
and  to  one  anol^^,  James  Mdville,  who  bod  the 
direction  of  the  exercise,  called  up  soittO  of  ib^ 
most  ji(did(nis  members  to  address  tibe  assembly. 
David  Fergus(m,  the  oldest  miniska:  of  die  chiudi, 
rose  sind  gave  an  aeoount  of  die  irst  plaatii^  of  die 
reformed  church  in  Scotknd.    He  waa  one  ef  ^ix 
individisals,  (he  sa»i)  who  engaged  in  diat  werk^ 
iAie&  the  name  of  stipend  was  unknown,  when  diey 
had  to  encounter  the  united  oppositimi  of  the'  dvU 
and  ecclesiastical  authorities,  and  could  searcdy 
necjcon  on  the  countenance  and  su^^Eiort  of  any  per- 
son of  note  Bxxd  worldly  estimation :  yet  they  firmly 
and  fearlec»ly  persevered,  and  pnmdence  crowned 
their  labrars  widi  success.    Davidson,  who  was  pre^ 
sent  by  appointment  of  die  General  Assembly^  said 
that  the  opposite  ^notions  by  whidb  the  Jevrieh 
convocation  was  agitated  at  the  founding  of  isb& 
second  temple,  were  at  that  moment  blended  in  hia 
soiU :  he  rejoiced  at  what  he  saw  that  day,  and  his^^ 
heart  was  at  the  same  time  filled  widi  sadness  when 
he  reflected  how  ftr  he  and  his  brethren  had  dc'- 
generated  from  what  he  had  witnessed,  wheo  a 
youi^  man,  of  the  godliness,  seal,  gmvity,  lov^ 
courage,  and  painfulness,  which  shone  in  the  first 
reformers.      Melville,   p,t   the  ^moder^-tor's  desire, 
delivered  the  e<mdluding  addregs. .  >  He  warned  his 
brethren  against  defection  and  breach  of  covenant, 
putting  them  in  mind  of  the  humbling  example  of 
human  frailty  which  had  been  given  in  the  year 
1584,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  minssters  were 
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inibided^  by  the  mere  dread  <rf  ki^  tl^r  rtipen^ 
tosuiKcribe  the  acts  wliidi  subverted  and  ovev- 
tlarew  the  liberties  ai^d  disoipluie  of  die  churdbu 
''  What  diould  belooked  for,  then,  (aaid  he)  if  tib 
^aaiaxds  who  have  htdy  taken  Calais^  from  whidti 
m  a  few  hoars  they  might  easily  transport  them* 
selves  t&  l3us  island,  yea  into  our  own  firith^  should 
essay  our  constancy  with  the  fine  and  exquimte  tor- 
ments of  th^  inquisition;  upon,  whidh  piece  of 
service  our  excommunicated  and  £ar£rated  eads  are 
attending  ♦?'' 

The  satisfaction  f(^  in  Hm  exercise  was  Hhe 
amshine  before  a  storm;  and  the  principal  persona 
engaged  in  it  were  soon  after  involved  in  a  sfevMa 
conflictyiattettded  vidth  a  tr»n  of  consequences  :dia* 
tMnng  to  ihem  and  disastrous  to  the  chuscli. 
1%6  immediate  cause  of  this  was  the  return  of  the 
ibrfbited  lords  to  Scotland.      The  ministers  wen 
iirfonned^  by  ^letters  firom  thebfideads  abroad^  of  the 
sctive  exertions  whidi  the  Seoitish  priests  were  mali^ 
'mg  oa  the  oontinent  ag^nst  their  native  country  f . 
The  king  of  Spain  still  threatened  the  invasion  of 
&itain.  Elisabeth  had  put  her  kingdom  in  a  posture 
of  deface  to  meet  tbe^eoHtiriied  attadc  :^.    James 
was  fuUy  apprized  by  intercepted  letters  of  the  treason* 
able  correspondence  which  the  popish  lords  continued 
to  hold  vddi  Spain^  and  of  the  ^an  whidb  they  had 

*  If^Hlle'f  Diary,  pf •  261-^267. 

i  Letter  from  Augtburgh,  April  27.  1596,  hj  Mr  D.  Ander- 
Mm ;  in  the  Appepcliz. 
tCaU.ir«443. 
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8iigg«3b^fer  gettiog  possessbn  0^ 
im  Seotkod  ^.  He  kad  vaaAe  tins  infonnation  pdb*- 
liehy  lepeated  ptoekmakioM;  had  gmn  orders  fer 
Bitlitery  mttstefs  andreriews  in  the  serenl  counties ; 
aaid  bad  urged  the  ministers  to  exhdrt  their  paq^ 
to  take  arms,  and  requested  tbem  to  assbt  him 
in  raising  supplies,  to  rq)el  the  intended  inTaaottf . 
The  tidings  that  the  popish  lords  had  secmtly  re-^ 
turned  to  the  eountry  predooed  a  general  sensation 
of  akirau  James  protested  that  they  had  con^ 
without  his  consent  or  knowledge ;  hut  this,  instead 
of  relievfng  men's  minds,  placed  tkesk  in  tiie  most 
dssteessing  dilencmu  If  they  disheUered  hs  Ma^ 
jesty's  aaseveration,  whai  confidenoe  could  Aey  ha^e 
in  any  thing  that  he  said  oc  did?  H  they  ga?e 
cvediit  to  it,  what  cottld  t^  think  bnt  ihat  tlie  BoUe^ 
men,  in  coming  home,  must  have  reficd  on  asslit* 
anee^  domestic  or  foreign,  to  enahle  diem  to  set  afe 
dsfiaaco  the  royai  ant&irity?  The  state  of  mat* 
tesa  was  now  mneh:  altesed  fiom  ^«k  it  had  beeik 
in  lS9a^  when  the  pritaie  nduiatair  was  decUfedlrf 

♦  Printed  Calderwood,  pp.  353,  372, 

t  **  BeingsorHe  infinrmtt  that  the  fbrakie  prepamtioun-lbrefttiifi 
of  kog  tyme  ibv  proie^ptiMii  of  ibt  i9^B(stllkle  ^ompm^ 
aganift  Christ  m^  big  ei^ainj^ilL  arpn^oaeiitlie  .iri.readioes  and  io- 
tendis  to  arrjve  in  this. Hand— ^Quair&ir  his  M»iestie  with  ad- 
uise  of  the  lordls  of  his  secreit  counsall  ordaitis  and  commandia 
aa  alsua  ^otuooene  itqiijri^  all  namlllteBa  iif  6odiai  voode  a«i 
presbiteries  wHn  this  realm  Eirnestlie  to  travaill  w*  all'his  hienes 
subjectis  of  all  estatis«^to  <amiKaat  m  a«ro«9  ^itb  bis  Mitieitie 
his  lieutenantia  or  commissioiiaris,*'  &c«  (Becxyrdof  Pr«ry  Coan- 
cily  Nov.  4.  1595.)  Proclamations  for  armidg.aad'VoapoMBhAfffw 
ing,  in  which  language  equally  strongi  and  even:  iaoi«r  ^lu'mipgt 
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&?<m»ble  to  dte  intarests  of  rdigioii  asd  the 
churdi.  Since  the  death  of  ibe  ChaaeeHor,  the 
administKitioii  of  aflbira  had  been  intniited  to  eight 
iBi^viduals,  c(»iiinoiily  called  Otf&n^KiM;  the  great* 
er  part  of  whom,  includiBg  the  Loid  President 
ai^  tl^  King's  Advocate^  w^re  elth^  known  otf 
suq>ected  papists*  There  was  reason  to  fear,  that, 
throng  their  interest,  the  forfe^ed  noUeraen  would 
not  only  obtain  a  pardon  Imt  also  be  admitted  It 
Ids  Majesty's  cosmsels.  In  that  ^^ase,  the  days  of 
Lennox  and  Arran  immld  retnam ;  and  the  religieii 
and  lives  of  the  protestants  wooXd  he  espeaedtethe 
mort  xBQsniBeiit  haaard  Soeh  were  the  a[^irehen* 
sions  entertained  by  tiie  nation.  Their  leam  might 
be  too  highly  raised ;  but  none  triio  intends  to  all 
the  eircomstanoes  will  pronouiMse  them  groundless,  or 
wondef  tibat  the  pmeachers  should  have  everted  their 
utmost  iufluenee  to  avert  the  daag^^s  wilJi  windi 
Uiey  saw  th^nselves  and  the  country  threatened. 

In  the  month  of  August  a  meting  of  the  pri¥y 
councillors,  assisted  by  otlv^s  dT  the  nobility,  was 
held  at  Falkland,  to  crasider  the  ofifers  made  by 
Huntly  *•  Certain  ministers  whom  tl^  court  judged 
more  modemte  than  the  i^est  were  desiied  to  be  pre* 
sent  at  this  meeting,  to  give  their  advice.  Though 
not  invited,  Melville  judged  it  his  duty  to  attend  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Greneral  Assembly. 
The  King,  on  hearing  of  his  arrival,  srat  a  messen- 

18  usedy  are  contained  in  the  Council  Minates  of  2nd  of  Decem- 
ber, the  5th  of  Febraiirj,  an4  the  lltb  of  Mareb. 
*  Errol  did  not  return  till  September. 
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ger  to  koow.hts  errand,  atid  to  efaaisge  him  to  depart ; 
but  he  exaued  himisel^  by  pleading  the  commission 
which  he  had  received.  When  he  made  his  ap* 
pearanee  along  with  his  brethren,  the  King  asked 
him,  what  call  he  had  to  be  there.  ^^  Sir,  (replied 
be)  I  have  a  call  from  Christ  and  his  church,  who 
hoive  a  special  intorest  in  this  convention;  and  I. 
diai^  you  and  your  estates  in  their  name,  that 
you  £Eivour  not  (their  enemies,  nor  go  about  to 
make  dtiaen&of  those  wbo  have  traitorously  sou^t 
to  betray  ilieir  country  to  the  orud  Spaniard,  to 
the  overcrow  of  Christ's  kingdom.."  He  was  in^ 
temqited  by  bis  Maj^y,  and  order^  to  rand^ve; 
tqxm  wbkji  he  retired,  thanking  QoA  that  he  had 
es^oyed  a»  oppovttmity  of  exonerating  his  conscKnoe* 
Encouraged  by  hb  boidness,  the  o^r  nuaisters  re** 
sbted  the  proposal  of  the  court ;  but^  in  this  end,  as 
JsEBMs  Melville  adoiowledges,  tiiey  were  induced,  to 
relax.  The  president  made  a  jdausiUe  speoeb^  in 
wiiichfae  urged^ie^Hcy  of  calling  Ittnneihe  exSed 
miblemen,  lei^  oiike  Corioknus  md  Themistodes^ 
they  should  jdin  the  enemies  i)f:their  coiintify.  And 
1^'  council  agreed,  that  altlumgh  tibe  propositions 
made  by  Huntly  ware  too  genead,  yet  he  might  be 
irestored  upon  his  aee^iBg'*to<si|4h  omditions  as  the 
King  and  ^vy  coundl  should'*draw^  up  *.  This 
^eement  having  given  generd:J>ffiBnoe,  his  Mi^eaty 
took  an  early  ^^^portuaity'  of  dedaiing  that  he  did  not 

♦  Record  of  Privy  Council,  August  12»  1596.      Mel?iUe*« 
Diary,  pi  275.  -  .     .  .■  i 
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meati  to  catrjr  it  into  e^ct.  The  presbytery  df 
Eclinbui^h  voted  him  an  address  of  thanks  for  this 
d^aration,  and  the  individuals  who  presented  itve- 
ct^ived  from  his  owii  month  the  strongest  assunmcet 
that  he  would  adhere  to  the  detamination  whkh 
he  had  adopted  ^.  UndaiBtdfeng  that  a  ctmvea* 
tion  of  estates  was  to  be  he)a  at  Danfermline  td 
re^eonsider  the  matter^  t^  presbytery  sent  two  <tf 
their  members  to  request  that  the  roytil  pfomise 
riiade  to  them  should  be  kept ;  but  thdr  peti^m 
was  disif^^edt  and  the  resohitioii  taken  ait  Fslk^ 
land  was  approved  of  and  ratified  f. 

In  eonse^uenee  of  this  the  commiadottefs  of  the 
Genend  Assembly,  with  otho!  public  ^iriied  in** 
dividnals,  met  at  Cupar  in  Fi^  and  being  aassrad 
by  the  ministers'  of  the  King's  house  that  Im  Ma* 
jesty  was  not  pnvy  to  the  rttum  of  the  poj^di 
lotds,  appointed  a  deputatiou  to  go  to  Fidkhsd^ 
and  exhort  Mfa  to  pnev^it  the  evil  e«ni8eqtt€B«i 
whidi  w<m)d  ensue  from  the  meamiw  whkh  hia 
eoundl  wMe  puimiing.  The  depuliea  were  adU 
mkted'  to  a  private  audience  rf  the  King.  They 
had  agreed  that  James  Mdville  ahould  be  ihm 
spoke»nan/on  account  of  tlie  oomrteousstta  of  Im 
address,  and  the  superior  degtee  of  rt&fett  whidi 
hisMaj^ty  ui^<mnly  eKjHreaaed  finr  hna.  But  he 
had  settcdy  begun  to  speak»  when  the  Kiag  inter- 
rupted him,  and  in  a  tone  ei  oritatiim  condemMd 

*  Records  of  the    Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  vklmo   Aug** 
1596.  . 

t  Ibid.  2S  Sept*  1596.     Ad.  F^rl.  Scat.  iv«  101. 
VOL.  H*  E  ; 
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t^e  xne^tiiig  bel4  fit  Cupaur  a«  imwiirraatecl  §n4  se^ 
4itiio^s»  ajri4.^V)cii9^  tli^m  of  infusing  unreasonable 
mid  unfii^oded  feais.  into  the  minds  of  the  peq|)le, 
Jsm^  Mel?iUe  yi9»  prepa^ng  to  reply  ii^  his  mild 
manner^  wheu  hi^  uncle,  unable  to  restrain  himself, 
or  judgii^.that  (ibe '^^9ccai4on  oaU^  for  a  differe^l 
mode  of  addre^,  lapped  ^cnrward  aii^d  addressed  the 
king.  His  M^^y  testi&sd  ^e  stropgest  reluotr 
anee  to  listen  to  his  disfour9€w  aadaumi^o^ed  up  alJL 
his  authority  to  sileoce  bim;  but  M?l^e  perser 
%esed,  andtaidng the  iQqi;  by  the  sleeve  in  Im 
iervour,  and  callii^g  lorn  Qfiiffi  ^iUjf  VWuUf  he  j^ 
eeeded  to  addi»st  him  in  tbei  fdlpwi^g  strain  per- 
haps the  most  sii^puliMr,  ixk  popnjt  of  frep^om,  that 
0¥cc  adusbedxoyal  ears^  <  or  tiwit  eT^  ppr^oee^  from 
the  month  of  a  loyal  street*,  whp  would  hf^ye  spilt 
Mb  Uood  in  de&aoa  of  t|h^  pww  4?i4  h<#omr  of 
jykpsbce.  ''  ^,  weriilH  4w90r«  l4m¥j  ^yei;ence 
ytm  lii^atky  i»  pibl^^;  butt  WQ^  Ve,  Imfi  t^ia 
poceasm  to  be  lotfe  ymw  MflMV  ^  iPR^vjitQ^  apd 
^nce  y9«irebt0wi^tiiii  «xtr^|ii^  dWN^  bflrt^  9f  yow 
life  andcvrowvu  sad  aliMig  irMkym  t^e  eoun^y  aj^ 
tbcidmix^of  GodaveKJ^e.tQtft.t^^  hr  not 

itfUhigyoatbe^tntt&aiidgiiiMgyw  £|itbjEul  coim- 
^»i  weflMjwk  ditehaiy. our 4ii)9f»  9r  eliis  be  twtoTB 
4^t]|  to  ChpU;  and^^b  Th^t^fera^  ^ii^  as  itifei;se 
rtibam  bdere  i  hajce  tnld  ym^  «p  now  %aia  I 
.iMik  tell  ymif  Thace  are  t^^  kings  and  two 
kiqgdoms[jn  Scotland:  there  is  Christ  Jesus  the 
King  of  the  church,  whose  subject  king  James 
the  Sixth  is,  and  ^  whose  kingdom  he  is  iiot  a 
king  nor  a  lord  nor  a  head,  but  a  member.    Thoee 
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whom  C^H^  has  caBed  and  cmBumded  tor  watch 
over  Us  church,  and  govcm  1m  sjdfitnal  Idi^doiii^ 
have  stifficieiit  ponrer  add  authority  from  him  to  db 
this  both  jointly  and  MveraUy;  the  which  no  ChriS'^ 
tian  king  or  primoe  should  contr<d  and  diichaige, 
hat  foft%  and  assist ;  otherwise  diey  are  noi  fiiithri 
tA  fifuhfects  of  Christ  and  inembera  of  hia  chnrdi; 
We  witt  ykld  to  you  ydut  pbee^  ted  give  yon  lA 
due  otedience;  but  again  I  say^  you  are  iMtt  tha 
head  of  the  church :  you  cannot  give  ua  that  etemal 
life  whii^  even  in  tiiis  world  vfe  aeek  ftr,  and  yon 
cattBot  deprive  us  of  it  Vomit  ns  then  fteeLy 
to  meet  in  the  name  of  Chrsrt,  and  to  attend  to^ 
interests  rf  t^t  chnrdi  of  m^ieh  you  aee  tike  (Aief 
mcmb^.  Sir,  when  you  were  in  yonr  swaddUng** 
ekKhdi,  Christ  Jesus  leigned^fredy  in  this  kndt  iii 
spite  of  aft  his  enemies:  his  officers  and  sainistass 
coniNdMdlbidassefBihledfinriheittling  and  wdfese 
of  hli  cinrdpv  whsdr  was  ever  ht  yonr  wcM8iPc#  dck 
Imce,  nydipsesonralbm,  wlien  Acsesame  teemcs 
weteiKel^iiigywt  destraetiitoaiidaMI% 
assetnbMea  sioee^tbat  ttne  eantibiially  hn«e  tosft 
terrible  to  these  enemiss  and  most  steidaMe  Id  ye*^ 
And  now,  wlien  theh»  is  viore  dum  extreme  nsoessl- 
ty^  thf  eoBtinuance  and  dischaxge  of  Aat  duty, 
will  yon,  dkrawn  to  your  osm  desituclien  by  a  devit- 
ish  and  most  pernicious  coondl,  b^n  to  hinder  and 
dishearten  Christ^s  servants  and  your  most  fidthful 
sul^eets,  quarrelling  them  for  theii^  oonvaiing  and 
the  care  they  have  of  Aeir  duty  to  Christ  imd  you, 
when  you  shoidd  rather  commmd  and  conntenance 
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them,  as  tte  godly  kiBgs  and  emperors  did?  The 
wisdom  of  your  counflel)  which  I  call  devilish,  is  this, 
t^t  ye  mtist  be  semd  by  all  s(»:ts  of  men,  to  come 
to  yoar  purpose  atid  grandeur,  Jew  and  Gentile, 
papist  and  protestant ;  and  because  the  protestants 
and  ministers  of  Scotland  are  over  strong  and  con-^ 
trol  the  king,  they  must  be  ^/veidcened  and  brcni^bt 
low  by  stirring  up  a  party  i^inst  them,  and,  tlie 
Imig.  being  ecfomi  and  indifferent,  both  shall  be  fiiin 
to  flee  to  him«  But,  Sir,  if  God's  wisdom  be  tfa^ 
only  true. wisdom,  this  will  prove  mere  and  mad 
jolly ;  his  eurse  eannotrbut  light  upon  it;  in  sedc* 
uig  of  both  ye  shall  loMe  both ;  whereas  in  cleaving 
aprigh%  to  God,  his  true  stifrvants  wouU  be  your 
suve  friends,  and  be  would  ^ompid  the  rest  tounter*^ 
feitly  and  lyingly  to  give  over  themsdves  and  sisrre 
you.'^  During  tke  delivery  ^  this  speedi  his  Ma^ 
Jesty  V  pasMon  suheided  He  repeated  his  asaevaa^ 
tions  that  he  had  no  pteviow  knowledge  of  1^  re« 
tinrn  of  the  popish  ^Mrds,  and  plec^ed  his  word, 
tiiit  the  propbiAda  wMc^  ^ey  hiMi  bf^  to 

tfsake^Aiouldliot  benceived  tiU^bey  left  the  ki^^ 
4kMn,  And  that;  en^  then;  hevw«iild*idiew  them  no 
-iivouv  before  they  satisfied  the  diwA  *< 

But  ^  the  church  got  <mly  words  and  promises; 
4^r  enemies  got  the  deed  Mid  eflfeetf/'    The  de- 

•  itXelville's  Diary,  pp.  276—278.'    Epist  Philadelpbl  Tin- 
dici9e*.AUare.  Damasdi  pp.  7S4,  5. 

'^  f  Tlic  sayinir  o£  Vmridk  Gallpiray,  one  of  the  mkiiftert  of  the 
kiog^s'house,  at  which  James  wat  so  much  ofieoded,  that  he 
refused  for  a  considerable  time  to  admit  him  into  his  presence. 
Printed  Caldeiwoodj  p.  336.  .^ 
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sign  oTrestoibg  the  iN^nh  i^btemfB}  wA  pen^ 
IB ;  James  invited  ike  OmiMem  of  HjW%  0  ii^ 
bafrtdsmofhisdftuglrterEtizabetk;  mAlMyiM-- 
ingstoi^  «n  adherent  to  tJiwB  RoQian  CatlM 
ivas  appointed  to  have  tiiecafe  of  ^e  pertfu  of  Uk? 
young  prineess.  Upm  this  the  preabytery  ef  i^din^ 
bmgfa,  at  the  deime  of  the  Imtb:^  ^  .Fife,  called 
together  tile  cammisamiefS  of  ibtGmmi  AB$m^ 
Uy^  They,  wkh  tj^iadnee  of  d«f8i^&iii  tlio 
diflfetent  synods,  drew  up  a  xcpres^tfition.  ^f  th« 
dangers  of  the  ccuxtry,  conceived  aii  teropfprig  httt 
desided  laagaage;  This  was  transmttod  to  ev]i»ry 
protl^tery^  It  psoposed  that  die  imimles  itfi  «Xt 
comnmniaatiflii  agaiiwt^4he  popish  hmh)  sbwld  he 
latiBmtedasew;  awdtiiat^terAauMimh^.of'ii^ 
Bt8ta»  fix«  t^  few  qttsrteraof  the  hin^^ 
at,  chuiiig  theptesenttcrisis,  as  en  <Mdinary  eoundl  of 
tte  ehud^  to  wemve  iijformf^tion,,  abd  to  i^vok^ 
tf  they  ib<mUseeiaus0v  aineetingx^.th^lGi'^ieiAl 

Despainng^of  hehaf;.ahlet  to  eveteowe  the  resist- 
SMO.of  the  miwsfeeii^  oi  to  head  them  to  its  pw- 
pbees,  the  eourt  reiolved  to  put.them  on  thttr  om 
defeniee  ly  attacking  the  pavili^ies  id  the  diUr^b* 
This  was  &st  ascovtasined  by  the  oommtsaoneia  on 
the  9th  of  November,  at  an  interview  which  th^ 
had  requested  with  the  King  for  the  pivpose  of  re- 
moving  the .  jealousies  which  had  arisen  between*^ 
them.    On  that  ooeanon,  his  Majesty  told  them  that 

,  f  B€Gii^0ftb«Pre8b.ofEian.5Oct.  1596. 
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tliere  touM  be  no  tgneeiaetit  between  him  and  them^ 
till  tile  matdits  of  dMr  jutitiiuKiini  wcr«  eM,  mid 
nfiiess  tlte  foUiNv^  peiBte  wtt^  cMicaded  te  htm: 
TbM  mlmst^mshoiiU  n^ultarodiieD  nuitttii  ff  it»te 
ktto  tfa^^  Mrmani)  tluit  the  iimetalk  AjmmWj 
should  tiot  be  omvened  withmt  his  mtkaaAj  and 
^leoM  <^iiilnii|id  ;^  4i«t  liptliiag  d^ 
held  vidid  tttttil  Ya^ed  by  Idmin  t^e  saiae  bmbmt 
iM4cto^{i«Ui|Miit;  and  tlMit  8yMds»ipKeri>ytaries, 
tt»d  kkk  stM^MB,  dMmU  tajke  opgiiiaatioea^ 
trfttch  9M#  puniihabk  by  ih^  otuDiml  law  of  the 
ecmfitry^    Il^frfltoddadecdar^ioi^^iiy  4<3^bfcmto 
the  ihtefttlMa  af  t^<Hiart  stiU  icvaiii^ 
itf  th^  initiiMtcffa^  it  wfw  reniav^  by  thf  iafinrmatiop, 
^dittt  DftiHd  BlMk  had  t^elA  aefcfMd  with  ti,9mmam 
Ita^ammrtt  b(^i^  the  priTjr  aomwl.firtr  oextfoM  ex* 
])M3rixHMi  to$«d  bf  fako  ia  bid  «emym«.    Satkifiad 
tbit  tha  (rrevthvow  of  the  UUrtiiai  imd  ff^sarnaoMt 
^  tbeehutdb!ifii8Atinad^  the  afMnwiiaimwrt,  r»* 
aoked  on  makuig  a  finn  ^md  str^uoiia  msit(tmotf 
l%ey  wtirte  ta  the  aeir^iaL  ^aidiqrte^ 
xm  thth  gaml'a§umt^Mif  attioq^ta  thajt  mf^ 
bemidatofdiaiiflite  tbatti^they  eihorted  aU  the 
br^tiii^  M  tten  t}#r#4teiiti<^  partitadaiiy  to  ^ 
fioint^  l^idi  w«:e  Uk«iy  tp  baoone  fhe  aidset^ 
tf  tefifiMffftriiy }  and  ti^  a{q^t«d  fione  af  thtk 
mrkume^M  iKXItaist  ^  ^  of  aotui^^^  par* 
'thOKiefit  whii!h  h^  beoa  tmde  ii^^ora^r  oftliia  lifaer* 
4lto  ttid  diMij^lM  of  tho  diucdi«    Hiving  in  rata 
used  pieans  to  prevail  on  the  King  to  desist  from 
the  piosecutim  ai  Bkdki  th6  ocWHiisfiaAers^  pRer 
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di^b«i^tttk>ii»  agfeid  ibMlb  ibt^  rigbte'  of  t&e  ehuteh 
vme  ^BtsfNtfably  oonkectoi  wil^  k&A^^Si^iiM,  and  id^ 
▼»ed  hioi  to  dvdiM^  tiicf  jwl{gniMr^  <lie  ][n&^ 
oamndl  lur  ifiesmpetefit  M  deeUb  tt^tt  Hntiii6eiQb 
theMoototkiti  k«oi%ht  agifiiit  Imn.  A  dediitettMe 
was  woeaieSxo^f  diwwti  u]^  atti  iNsfaii^  atot  4%f<mgh 
)]i€f  ptesb^iaiei^  iTaaiit  »  v^  Ac^  liiie'Stribiiaribed 
bf 'ttp^vaidB  0f  thfoe  kiiiidiedtbiliiitot.  The  iMi- 
teat  tetWMB  1^  dfil  alKA  eedteaiaatie  tmUMrkka 
BOW  beeftme  open ;  m^  hid  reeomM  to  W  bvm 
KNsaf^na  in  (MeMbdtits  dateit;  aad  aevM^  kigh 

AboMQioj^  to  Sftotawood'a  i^piieamtatkm,  it  wM 
(^iei]^  thnmgta  th&  pei«i«noMof  Mdl^ilBe  ItbMi  ike 

a  omtaiMto  wttaevdtii  Bla<^.  f he«6)bUA«p  mHb» 
that  "idieft  II;  waa  ^proposed  to  give  fai  4  detiiiiatitie, 
^  <liia  wfta  heM  a  dangm^ua  ooMie,  and  «ameady 
AaeiiiiM  %jr  ff^fi^^f  but  tfei^y  wwa  eriod  'down 
Vf  tiife  gMMsr  fiumber  •.''  I  kave  M  doubt  4h«t 
Itf €lvillo  iieiloiiiajr  |«^oiaot«d  tbia  meaaiM.  Hia 
AitfMMlip  £of  «Mir,  bb  coBvi0lb»i^  the  intiWNMee 
Vt  iaa  Ifrltttd,  ffld  bla  having  fUmMfy  tOmt  the 
same  atep  when  a  aimilar  ehaige  waa  brooi^t  Mgjmm&i 
bbMidf,]^tUa  beyond  all  leaaoimbledM^  Bnt 
thkt  tb^  tHis  My  thing  liKe  Hn  oppoaition  among 
tSie  n^iatera  to  the  eourae  whi<^  waa  adopted,  is 
iMre  than  doubtfi^  The  ftct  ia»  that  there  naver 
vfta  ihoto  unanimity  in  the  ehnith  tkm  waa  Hn 

i  -^  *  Histor79pp.4ao,  4aZ.. 
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jd^jred  in  this  tame*  AH  seemed  to  l)e  a|)im^ted 
vfiik  the  sanie  se&tUMiit  #s  to  the  d«ngan)i]«  tecnU: 
eiicy  of  the  pnc^iMiehtteiits  i^  the  oMit^^  wd^  as  to? 
the  uecesttty  of  resisting  tbem^  Tb^ee  who  wece 
inost  distinguishetd  for  lopd^r^timi,  fliich  as  IbaUock^ 
Lindsay*  ^d  Buehw^n ;  mA  those  who  wove  after* 
wardsf  most  active  ii|  advaQcuig  the  views  of  the 
King,  s|ich  a9  Gladstanes,  Nieolsoo,  and  XiraUoway, 
were  ^zealous  and  forward  in  d^^oce  c^  the^ighta  of 
tlie  church  on  the  present  oocaniop  *. 

It  is  commonly  tak^  for  granted,  eveiirby  thoie 
whoajre  &vpuralde  to  the  cause  of  the  louttstefs^ 
that  JAs^K  during  the  contest  between  the  King 
and  the  church,  preached  a  sermon  in  which  he 
used  a  number  q£  freedoms  with  the  royal  fmniLy» 
the  eoundllors  and  judges*  which,  to  say  the  leasts 
were  very  m^easonahle,  aud  alg^rded  ^  court  a 
handle  against  him  and  his  brethren  f.  But  ibis 
is  not  a  corr^  view  ^  the  caae»  Black  was 
sumuHmed.  4fMp^,  ,inqmr€,nddfi ;  Bxid  rnhm*  "at  hii 
appearane^;  h^^re  ^  ptivy  conn^il^  01  the  IQth  hf 
NovismheTf  h^ D))|^Qledit*i^s  ui^eof  praceiahiD^M 
inquiaiti^l  and  ^^gal^  be  was  Uid,  and .  told  Inr 

«  Spots.  Hist.  pp.  423—4301  Pritite5  Cald.  pp.  33'3— 3B6.  ' 
t  gpoturbpd  jayji :  **^ Wbilft  lUngsttJi^f  p«^^«i9^  tlmiShwr 
and, the  Cbu|-clr,  s|.  iiew  occasion  cf  trouble  y^as  pre^;2te(}.bj  Mr 
Davtjd  Blake,  one  of  the  ministers  of  St  Andrews,  who  Jiad  in 
omr  of  his  sermons  cast  forth  ilirers  speechesr  ful)  of  spight  Against 
the  King,  ibt  Qneeay  the  Lords  of  Comcil  and  Si^tsion,  aad 
aoBioogst  the  test  had  called  the  Qi^en  of  England  an  Alh^js^^ 
a  Woman  of  no  religion.^*  (Hist.  p.  420.)  The  archbishop  had 
the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  hrfore  him^  and  consequently 
could  have  no  excuse  for  this  misrepresentation. 
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tiie  &»t  ixmd,  that  the  gmexsl  chsa^e  "was  restiioted. 
tO/tiiepajtumharoiiecmtBiiiedin  alettaf  from  ike 
Eag^^i  amfassMdoiiv  eompkiiiing  a£  fibertks  whiolt 
had  beas  taken  with  t^ixdigious.  disusioter  of  hia 
mktses^  ^.  His  samsuyiis  bcare  that  lib  ^was  to  bcf 
cssams&i^'^.jxat  osmbearikBg  aU^ed  tteasdiiable  <h; 
sedsftiouikiigiii^  faafcv^itoudiiiig  •certain  undeoe&t^ 
ai^  ta3C0«}el^a{)eteltet'<ut|t^«d  by  hi»i  in  divel^ 
Mb  seimoni  made  in  St  Aodfowsf;"  So  trivial' 
trei^  the  del^ons;  <or  so  soi^Meiotts.  the  channela 
thraiigh  ivfaidb  they  came,  that  his  Majesty  jm^ 
ftssed-toAeeoittmisstttiers,  that  '^  he  did  not  ^ink 
moch'^fi^t  matter ;  only  they  shotdd  cause  hiin 
^ypear  an^  take  soaie  couise  fbr  pacifying  the  Eng* 
lyi  ambasBador^  but'^take  heed  (said  he)^itlmt  yo«i 
do  not  decline  the  jodibcatory  ;  for  if  you  do,  it  wtli  be 
worse^than  any  tlung  that  has  yet  &Uen  out  j:."  The 
Engliidiilunlmssador/who  firom  the  begmning  had 
been  pushed  on  to  accuse  Blaek^  professed  his  »tis£M> 
tiea  Dtttb  a^pvirate  explanation  whidi  he  i^eceived^. 
9aty  instead  of  dropping  the  processi  tfaeoonrt  servcnl 
IHiek  i«idi  a  newlMbel,  containing  attides  of  (jiarge 
ivilGbluid  been  celleetad  aince  his  fermer  appearance, 
mi,  idiieh  related  to  hi^  se^npna  and  conduct  dur* 
iog'tte  tbiee  preceding  Toarss  In  short,  it  appears 
fma  the  whole  proceedings,  that  the  offence  was 
not  oflfere^i  hut  eage;rly  sought ;  and  that  **  the 

^  Sc©  tbe  Minute  of  tlie  Privy  Council  in  Note  E,   . 

tibia;  ' 

^  Spotswood,  p.  421. 

$  Mojses*  Me^iQinfy  p.  246. 
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process  agahist  Mr  Bladrwas  but  a  poUcjr  to  dfiir^t 
the  ministers  item  proseeatiiig  tkm*  suit  i^doitt 
tile  pojaili  eairls  */"  The  aoeiisgtiiMfis  in  the  weeiMl 
Hhel  were  odious ;  but,  akhemj^h  it  is  probahie  i^itt 
he  hud  used  elpresmms  is4i^  gtve  some  oecasiett 
to  them,  there  can  be  litde  donbl  tihat  his  laiigii^^ 
was  distorted,  and  his  mesMog  mnira^iMented. 
At  his  appearance,  be  protested  tint  the  charges 
were  utterly  flilse  and  odnknnious^  and  hiMl  been 
devised  by  base  informers  wha  wete  filled  wtdi 
resenttlent  againsfr  him  for  bringing  them'  ufider 
ehurdi  censure  for  their  £kulM  f  t  'ha  pMdneddv  in 
suppoat  of  hir  innoeence,  the  teMisMMiildil Affile 
proTost  t»  baillies,  and  oonneil  of  St  Aniliews»  Md 
of  the  rector,  dieim  of  faeulty,  prdessors  and  relinks 
^  the  university ;  he  deekred  his  readiness  to  •idk>- 
mit  inimediatdy  to  the  trial  of  the  jiriry  mumU 
on  that  article  of  the  libd  whieh  dMr^edthkn  with 
having  raised  otei^paniei  c^  mtned  mto'ili  Jime 
1594;  and  he  requested  tiiat  th<d  otbei^  irtietea 
should  be  reniiticd  to  the  pMsbytery  ^'  hiabmmds, 
tawhom,«nd  not  to  the  privy  cMttoHy  k'faeUmgtfd 
to  judge,  in  the  fitst  instancy  of  the  doetHnsi  wha^ 
he  had  deliveiiBd  fosm  the  piilplt«  On  the  day  of 
his  trial  (the  dOtii  of  Nofwdier)  ttidt  was  asirisi^ 

♦  Spot»v«M,^«l.  >  .  n^ 

tThe  priocipal  informelr  was  John  Ratberfard,  minister  of 
Kilcom|Qhar,  whom  Black  had  juosecuted  before  the  presbjtery 
for  non-residence.  (Al^are  Daroasc  p.  425*  Crawfurd^s  ACS* 
History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  vol.  i.  p.  193.) 

X  The  laird  of  Dairsie,  who  could  not  be  su6p<cte4  of  parii-» 
ality  for  Black,  was  at  that  time  provost. 
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m  lite  de^mce  by  Post  md  Braee.  The  cotuieil 
MjMtMi  tlie  dteUiiatiai)t,atid  disregiMdiiig  %\m  iettt* 
iMMoklS)  piMetdfid  to  snstmin  themseltrM  jadgos  of 
dbfe\?MeUbel;  ii|m  wbkh  Blade  nlitiied  to  pkodt 
At  finhseqmot  diets^  iiU  Aa  chftifed  weife  iwiid 
pMved»  Mid  he  wm  ^^itonoed  to  lie  timflDed  beymd 
Ae  N«Mh  Wirtef^  luUail  his  Mi||Mt)r  i^Mlred  what 
IMhet  pttft^dMaMt  d^yd  be  ind^^ 

X  hn%  thuftdgF  s»*de  aoim  dbtcvmtbiii^  on  th« 
|nwito«f  ttwiqpieiti<m^  uNoh  hid  fomeily  b«i^  tte 
Attbyeet  #f  liligMiliii  hgM^fen  thb  dmmh  Md  the 
imiistf^i.lt  u^omMta  to  cMiim  the  ibuiidtars  f&f 
itapipkio^  in  Mtering  Mth  «o  tottbh  ivManth  into 
Black's  dcfmce^  whra  they  w^«  hivolv»d  in  anothtf 
dU^^ite  with  the  Kii^.  For  my  part  I  have  no  heor 
tetioBriii  avMrkigiiaamy  ^q^iniiODi  that  the  qnesttm 
vmpMitg  the  liberty  of  the  pttl{iit,  considered  in  aU 
its  bearings,  was  of  more  importance  than  that  which 
rtdated  t^.  the  poi^  brds.  These  noblepiec^  if  re- 
irtmedt  HMght  have  distracted  the  country^  bnt  they 
wonld  not  hfire  been  permitted  to  min  it,  as  long  as 
tJ^.I^Enaeh^  w^^  allowed  to  retain  their  wonted 
Iwedon  ofTSfaeeh*  Aiaw  which  would  have  had 
the  ttkot  offertndnlug  the  tniniiters  of  Edinburgh 
alone  £rom  £Kpresnng  any  opinion  on  matters  of 
atat!^  was  more  to  be  dreaded  at  that  time  than  the 
fscBMce  of  tep  thonsand  armed  Spai^arcb  in  the 

*  See  Note  T.    CiMtin  MSB.  Cal.  D.  ii.  96.    S^olftWool, 
«tftk;^4Sy.    A  fiin  teceimi  tt  tk^  proce^ings  in  thb  tfffiiir  k 
gtmtk  in  the  pritolwd  Ctlderwood,  ]pp.  Si|$-*-S56. 
tSwTol.Lpp^SM— 9Q5. 


76  .  LIFE  .  OF  iLNJDREW  KEI.VIJ.JUE. 

beiurt  of^cotlaod.  The.qufistian  wa%  impoitwt  in 
another  point  4)f  view.  Tfaa  indefii^ite  ceiUttpM^  of 
public  rebukes  and  censures  of  immondity  in  aU 
wjbo  bad  any  connection  witbthe  courts  was  ulti- 
mately aimed  at  ^.  Fersonii  may  dedam  at  their 
pleasure  on  the  insufl^able  license  in/ which  the 
preachers  indulged ;  but  it  will  be  Ibund^  U^  lli# 
discourage^Qtent  of  vice  and  impetgCi.the  d)ecl^^4»f 
the  most  crying  abuses  in  ..the  aSmiuistratioia^  ^f 
juistice,  and  the  preserving  (tf  common  pea^  nnd 
order  in  the  country,  dep^m^  iifon  the  ^eedQQi.af 
the  pulpit  to  a  d^egree  vfhich.no  one  ^ho,  in^tS^t 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  ntf^s4  things  at 
.that  p€griod,c^  conceive !•  ,     ,  .  . 


*  "  Bfcaine  impiety  due  not  be  fH  sa  ifiiipttAeipil'  to.csavo  im 

expresse  terms  that  siaue  be  not  rebuked,  (sfty  the  pcimi^ij^siuo- 
eis»  of  the  church)  it  is  sought  only  that  his  Majesty  and  Council 
be  acknowledged  judges  In  matters'  civil  anJ  crimmal,  treason- 
abie  and  seditious;  irbieh  shall  be  found  utteivd  b^  •  any  mkiift^er 
in  his  d(:y;ti  i^e;  tbiffking^  to  d^vff^h^  f%bi|]^.p(  ^Olie^^  in  (ke  kin|^ 
councell,  or  their  proceedings,  under  the  name  of  one  of  these  - 
crimes."  (Printed  tald/ p.  36^.) 

t  The  iikhor  of  a  letter,  whibh  was  given  in  to  the  palace  under 
the  name,ol  the  J^tiiintip  of  Kikflngutmr/apd  wbii^  ftt^^M)  Jaioes 
exceeding!/,  bays  :  **  Had  i^ot  the  dificiplide  of  the  kirb  b«ea  more 
reverently  and  better  executed  than  the  civill  policy  was  these 
years  bygane,  the  countrie  had  been  east  in  a  baibarous  confusion. 
Sir,  wise  m^n  would  have  your  Majesty  te  pender  A«t  tftying^ 
1  Tim.  3.  5.  ^  If  AQie  mil9  cgpnpt  Tid^  fait  q|n)»h99s«p.bowsa|l 
he  care  for  the  Kirk  of  God  ?'  And  wise  mon  think  and  say, 
that  bad  the  ministers  winked  ftnd  been  silent  att  mens  proceed- 
ingy,  and  8u£Fered  you  to  runne  from  tyme  to  tyme  your  intfiMtad 
course,  the  crowne  long  er  now  had  .i^ot  been  on.  your ,  b«ead^. 
(Cald.  V.  157,  161,  165.)  ^ 
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I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  here  the  following 
energetic^  ^ind,  I  must  say,  affiscting  passage,  which 
no  pei^son  can  read  without,  feeling  that  he  reads 
l3ie  heart  of  die  writers*  It  i^  taken  from  an  ad* 
dress  whidi  ^e  commissioners  of  the  church  pre* 
sented  to  the  Sang  and  oouneil  on  the  morning  of 
Kack'ft  tikd.  ^  We  aiie  compeHed^for  clearing  ci 
^nr  umustry  from  all.  8uapiisio&  of  such  unnatural 
affisetim  und  offices  towards  your  Mi^etty  and  tibe 
ttete  of  your  Majeisty's  country,  to  oall  that  great 
Ju^gewho  searchedi  the  hearts,  and  shall  give  re* 
eompnoe  to  every  one  couform  to  the  secret  thought 
liiereo^  to  he  judge  betwixt  us  and  the  authors  of 
dUl^esemalidouscalumaiter.  before  wjiose  tribunal 
we  protest,  that  we  always  bare,  liow  bear,  and  shall 
be«r,  God  wintaj^  fo  our  fife's  end^  as  loyikl  afibctioa 
to  your  Majesty  as  any  of  your  Majesty's  best  sub- 
jeets  within  yoilr  M^ty^s  realm  of  whatsemerar 
dc^gree;  and  «coordiiig  to  our  power'  and  calling 
alttllbe,  l^  the  grace  rf  God,  as  ready  to  procure 
and  midntmn  yimr  Majesty's  welfSire^  peace,  and 
adYanoement,  as  uay  oi  the  best-affeotiotted  what- 
Mifiiever.  *  We  cali  your  Majesty's  6wn  heart  to 
record,  whether  ye  haVe  not  found  it  so  in  effect 
in  ymir  Mfgesty's  straits,  and  if  yoqr  Majesty  be 
not  persuaded  to  find  the  like  of  us  all,  if  it  fall  (mt 
that  your  Majesty  have  occadon  in  these  difficulties 
to  have  the  trial  of  the  affection  of  your  sul|)ecti 
again.  Whatsoever  we  have  uttered  either  iii 
OBT  doetrine^rin^ddieractkms  toward  your  Mtyegty^ 
it  hath  proceeded  of  a  zeftlous  affeetion  toward  yoi^ 
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Idajest/g  welfiura  above  aU  iliiiigs^  neoct  to  the 
honow  ti  G<4,  m  mre  protest;  choosing^  ndier  by 
ibe  liberty  ef  our  admosikiau  to  hazard  oomAveii^ 
tiian  by  our  sUene^  te  smfier  yeor  M^eity  to  dbaitr 
on  the  guiltiness  of  any  sin  tiiat  might  inFolre 
your  Majesty  im  the  vfmik  toA  jindgmebt  of  Gosk 
In  respect  whereof  we  moefc  hnnbly  bsssedi  yoat 
Ms^esty  so  to  esteem  of  vs  and  our  jmioeedhigs  ai 
lending  ^ways,  in  great  sineevity  of  our  hearts^  t# 
tbe  ertabUdiii^  of  religion^  liie  aurety  isi  yett 
Majestgr's  estate  and  crawm,  (whleh  we  admowledgie 
to  be  inseparably  joined  tflieiewith)  and  id  the  0MIW 
moB  peaee  and  welfare  of  the  whoife  coant^.  Wt 
petauade  oitfaehrea  Aat  hofwsoever  the  iist  metMa 
^  this  aetioo  inight  have  ptaoeeded  upon  a  porpoae 
^yeurM^^estytobaTetheHmlta  of  tk<^  9fij^lml 
jwisdiction  distinguished  frpaa  lii#  wfi%  yet  th^ 
aame  is  entertained  and*  Mmth  np  l^  the  ftivonrcrs 
1^  those  tbat  ate  and  shall  previa  isi  ^  4mA  ^tiH^ 
gieatedt  eneteiies  that  ^ther  y<Mur  Majesty  er  IJHm 
eaim  of  God  can  have  in;  Ihis  eeuntry ;  thinking 
Aercby  to  engenda?  sudi^  k  mislfldng  betwixt  yomt 
Majesty  and  ti&e  ministry  as  ihall  by  time  tAm 
away  all  fitfther  tiiist>  and  m  end  weak  a  dii^8io& 
iiireo(me&ble,  wherethaoi^h  your  Mi^esty  m%ht 
be  bvonght  to  think  yoiur  greatest  fniends  ta^  be  yaur 
enemies,  and  yeur  gveatert  enemiea  to  be  yanr 
friends.  There  is  no  neoesiuty  at  tkM  tim^  nor 
oecasion  offlwd  on  our  part,  toinsistr  on  the  deciattn 
of  intricate  aud  nn}nro£taUe  qntstioM  and  pcoeesses ; 
alb^t,  by  the  snbt^  eri^  of  adversanea  of  your 


M$j€f^t  qiuettteisiisb  gwie  abwid  a^d  alnuPik  in- 
m^SMe  mppmtkoM  (which  the  ImA  finrfaid  shwUI 
cater  io  the  hearls  of  Qiiiflti^ 
ff  the  Xiond's  messMgeis)  he  flUawa  ia  and  ui^ 
ipqpMTtunately  at  Ihis;  titM»  «i  if  the  «iire<y  aad 
pdtil^  af  yaac  Mi^erty's  cvoim  aad  authority 
wfd  depended  an  the  prefleat  deciaioa  th^r^. 
We  port  hmahly  heseeeh  yaw  Migeaty  ta  tma^ 
the  deciwm  therec^  te  <nu:  UmfyX  aaieiaUy  Hmk 
in^t^deteraiiiie  theraipoii  aecoidxng  ffi  the  weid 
ifGod.  Forthisiiepralwtiathesiglit  ef  Giidt 
MMcdiag  to  tiieli^hlthai^  ha  hath  given  ueia  hii 
tnth,  thftthe special  eaate  af  the  Ueadi«  thtt 
WMiiaetfcaad  hMdb  lenudned  upon  yaw  IMb^erty 
miymrM$l^tyh^ommtTf^  m^  your  eQn»Mtiaa» 
hith^heaa  aad  ia  the  liharty  whidi  the  Goqpal  hath 
\mk  mAm  yaax^mha ;  aadif  year  Hi^a«tyKa»dc¥ 

dmoUg^  Ae  inMh  «f  the  Lord  aheU  be  kMM 
agiii^  yaw  Ha|ie$ty  aad  the  hingdoMi^  whidi  me^ 
btibaaaroaeftiie  L<Htd  Jeam^  fonam  yeu  oC  thtt 
yoar  Miqarty'ftatid  your.Caandl'ahloadliaaat  apaa 
«^V  Had  Jaaiaa  peoiaMed  hatf  die  adada»  whieh 
he  hiA  claim  to^  he  would  have  perceived  that 
ibe  lights  of  his  crown  oouM  he  in  no  danger  from 
the  attempts,  or  from  the  fidtlifiil  and  affecticmate 
dwi|^  aomethaes  offieioas  and  rough  reprooft,  of 
taeh  men  as  these :  he  woald  have  revered  their 
iategrity,  and  heen  proud  of  their  spirit. 

*  Priatid  CfUd.  pp.  944;^ 
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During  tBe  process  of  BIack«  and  after  it  wa» 
brought  to  a  termitiation,  there  were  daily  6oiifi- 
muuingd  between  the  court  and  tl^  ministdrs.  aittl 
a  variety  of  proposals  were  made  On  both  sides  fbr 
removing  the  variance  which  had  ariseii  *.     Very 
different  accounts  are  given.  g£.  the  cai^es  whichr 
defeated  the  success  of  these  proposals ;  hit  Qxeire 
is  no  reason  to  doubt,  froirf  what  the'  king  had 
already  avowed,  and  from  the  whole  tenor  of  hisr 
proceedings,  that  if  theminist^  bad  yielded  ^tbe 
point  in  dispute,  the  concession  wouM  liave  Beeb 
followed  by  additional  encroa<^htnentt  On  their  iSgkbi. 
As  it  was,  the  cou^t  was^  dd;ermilDied  i^nnst^any 
i^econciliation^  which  did  not  imply  an  dMolttte  tdb^ 
mission  to  its  claims  on/iiie  part  of  the  ehni^elL 
The  proposals  macfe  by  the  coctanis^oiiers  bf  the 
church  were  listened  to^  ^d  when  tiiey  enteftftiMil 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  an  amicable  anat^enteiit^ 
some  new  difficulty  was  always  started,  o^  som^  Be# 
symptom  of  hostility  manifested  f.*-  IFIndhig  that 
they  had  been  amused  and  deceive«l,  ihe  niiwta» 
expressed  their  dissatis&ction  irpm  tfaepudpit- ;  npoft 
which  the  court  had  reoocnn^  to  die  most^  arbitrary 

*  Calderwood,  348-^a^;  eotap.  Sp^tofitood,  42S-r-4^,*. 

*'t  In  tbope  treatvis  w'  the  king  (says  the  English  ambassador) 
the  comoii.^sloiiers  alwayes  i-eturned  satisfved,  reporting  to  the 
rest  that  the  K.  was  pfeased  to  filter  m  calme  [cdiifrrefiei^  «ird 
sofidr^  |>ticnlAr  outures  were  lajde  ^rth  adid  lyked  therin,  and 
as  it  [seemed J  that  the  same  should  have  beea  allowed  and  au- 
thorized i^fectiy  by  the  K.  the  next  day:  so  that 'every  night  a 
full  end  and  conclusion  was  looked  to/*  (Despatches  by  Robert 
Bowes.  £dinb.  Dec.  14. 1596.    Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  D.  ii.  96.) 
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and  irritating  measures*  AnactofcouncUwastnade, 
inrohibitiiig  all  from  uttering,  jH'i vatc^ly  or  publicly,  iu 
sermons  or  in  familiar  conferences,  any  false  or  slan- 
derous speeches  to  the  reproach  or  contempt  of  his 
Majesty,  his  council,  proceedings,  or  progenitors,  and 
from  meddling  with  afl^rs  of  state,  ^^present,  bygaue, 
or  to  come,  under  the  pain  of  death ;"  commanding 
all  magistrates  in  burghs,  and  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men in  country  parishes,  to  interrupt  and  imprison 
any  preachers  whom  they  should  hear  uttering  such 
qieedies  frtfm  pulpits;  and  threatening  with  the 
Ugliest,  pains  all  thoae  who  should  hear  offences  of 
this  land  oonmitted  without  revealing  them*. 
Anodier  act  had  previously  passed,  requiring  that 
ministersr  before  receiving  payment  of  their  stipends, 
should  subscribe  a  bond,  in  whidi  they  promised  to 
submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  King  and  privy  council 
when  accused  ofseditious  or  treasonable  doctrine.  At 
the  S9m9  time,  a  prodamation  was  issued,  ordering 
the  commissioners  of  the  General  Assembly  to  leave 
tbf  capital,  and  dedarii^  ihe  powers  which  they 
diimed  to  be  unwarranted  and  illegal  f  • 

Melville  left  Edinburgh^  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  commissioners,  on  the  15th  of  December ;  but 
as  i^  <»rents  which  followed  made  great  noise,  and 
had  an  important  influence  on  the  affairs  of  the 
(itmn^  it  woii]|d  be  improper  to  pass  them  over. 

*  Becoid  of  Pri?7  Council,  December  IS.  1596*    Act  "hah 
Scot.  IV.  101, 102. 
^  Record  ef  pi^vj  Coiuicil|  Dec.  9, 1596. 
VOL,  IL  '      r 
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The  Octfwkm,  Ifft^^  toffAetnmfAf  y^^tkikfiy 
httd:  introdueed  iiito  the,  vmtmgemeixt  df  tbe  fin« 
itM»,  resttieie^  his  Migesl^y  from  larishiog  mtftusj 
n^  hh  prirate  farcraiites.  Di^satMSed  wth  thHi» 
the  gentlemcfd  of  the  h^d-chjadber,  or  Cubk^lars^ 
ai^  they  wete  ta^edt  i/rere  Aetamk^  of  dr^f^dog:  them 
l^din  thei?&  pl$(»s,  ^od  Ipiy  accotnplish^th^jDlQ^^.t^ 

indugtH^UIsIy  We^t^.tll^v^i^'s^^f^  r^^9^  ^^ 
Kiqg  ^4  tV.c^uipV/ {TJwy.:  the 

were  en^««4  m  f  j?Jfljte;»ton4,,*^^^  ..TW* 

at  ihe^atne  j^ne,  i«fv^7|he  tq^y^^^^jt^^ 
Octaviftni^  i^w  tfae  ^nse^^  of^  Jihe  pfltiifKa  eC -the 
popish  loi:^  lliid  ttie.V>^P9e«^ 
nm  ^w^:^t.M  ifet  tlie.fliB^iff>  tl» 

liittg  was  iaieoidi(^^^^fae>t^^  %|^  thejr 
ittteAded  i»t|i%  W^^J^  ^ 

ptotestant  rd^j^oti^^*'  ,^,^^r;j  ''^:.fJT  sJr  .^I    -lo^^^b  -^j:'.. 

ptt  tlw  woi3W«  ^i;  ti^.  I^h^^^^^^ 
caused  .4i»fpn»i*l^  ^.be  ,^t^3?^  J<l^8«f  V  ^^ 
Hitti#  h^  !?eeftjirt  t«g^j4j  |he  pjaftpe,  jnd.^?^^ 
his  frieads  ^  ret^ers^^^^at^  haii4f?^Sit|ng  fft 
ol-d«^  to  ei%  tl^jgjpit*!.^^^^ 
whi^  t^as  p4tt]ly,  !^,.,fx:citf^r*h«^  itH«.^^9^ 
as  a.chayge  k^jpst.h^  ^e»  to  ivret^by^^^iiif 
the  nro^t  ae^owj^tji^ 

It  heitig  tiie  day  of  the  n^ly  tetmoii,  the  minium 
ters  agreed  ttei  Bfeieiaiiquliil,'  Whbse  tuni  'it^  waa 
to  ^i^hV  iy>]dA  i3^^^  thb  hm*i)w  s^ 


^  CaUU  T.  iin. .  flpptswood,  4fe^ 
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]i«6ij^tdrni«et  ill  ilkeLtftfe  Cbiii^t»  actvue  mdtk 
iii4(i'^#h«^'oi^  td  lie  ione^.  Thb  n«ie^g  took 
fU6i^WM^iiAnKm,'i^^  frdm  eadi  of  t&e 

d(ift«^^te'%p«liited  to%ftit  in  tlte'Kifig,  trko 
hfl^l^idiied  ^t  thi^  tiiiie  ti>^  Be  iii  «he  T^booIJi 
iAW  lW  Ii6l:^  of  S^»sioD.  Htning  obtaiiied  m 
aaaieW*9H]^  tblH'  his  Maj^  ^t  ^  mite 
iku'Vf'm^wmimi  W -WoM  co^vetidA  in  the 
Kte^CtesMcr  Is^  %^ote  fiim  ihe^^fongets  i«liiell 
tiai!iiafl6d4^i(Mi.''  ''""WTiftt  mtgem  tei^ybkr^ 
aUiJite  £H%.>  Bhte^'inSiftdMed  thor  appfeteif 
mb^Wt»9imaf.'  "-^IVtoliive^m  to  do  witli 
mtf^  US»a'MjiJiisty4'*^%Mhm  dtmt  you 
eodf^  «gtfiilk^'^tiielltfi^^        We  cUure  do 

Ae  King^Mit^iiito^^^sA^Iier  apaiMaiM^^  stid 'iikut 
tile  door.  In  the  meaii  time,  CrtanMt,  a  fihvsrd 
miaml'^nm  ^eU^'  to  ti&oae  ^hd  ^veie-'lii'the 

«fi»Mii^  Ihe  Mi^  tlie  4i»#y  «r  Ran^ati  ibd  Movde- 
eil.  '^  The^de^ttlSes,  otttiial-  fetnrn;  departed,  tiiat 
t%%aia'  tloit  heeii  iOde  to  ohtaina  ItfrotaikAe  tab' 
•Wi^tD  thdr  jieiitMttar;  and  Bmcie  proposed  that, 
MMMg  lite  doBiideinriSori  of  tiieir  grievaneea,  they 
itel^'  iii^  ipbsettt  a^eidy  {Pledge  themselrea  to 

■I  :■  iirt   -ji- .     -rn'  :■  •  .■'■•'  ■  •  '  : 

^,*„I|ia^.cofl|iaiyiyr  adufttad  to^  JtiiMt,  IimmUs  laV  «iifl*< 
dbeiiiiaiften  ^ad  the  lurtlicarUj  of  an  expres*  act  of  ftwy  coimcil 
madm^  merabgi  of  thU  kioi.  The  King  vas  aware  of  this,  and 
FMOtedtheicpealertUtftct  Bat  tbk  was  not  deae  onta  the 
5th  of  Match  15&7.  (Act,  Pari.  Soot.  wL  it.  p.  116.  comp. 
Bruce*!  Apology,  in  printed  Cald.  p.  272.) 

F2 
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be  constant  i,u  tlie  prp^^oo  an4  cJ^fiEpcerioCirfbgiw. 
This  proposal  having  beqn  n^v^  yfith  Mf^hm^tkon, 
Brace  besoiight  theip^  as  they  regarded  the  cDidit 
of  the  cause,  to  be  silent  aiad  quiet.    As  they  were 
preceding,  ap  unknown  person  (supposed,  te  have 
been  an  emiss^y  of  the  Cubiculfj^s)  hastily  eptered 
the  church)  cxel|iiming»  i^^,  m&eypumel^m!  the 
papists  are  coming  Jo  mfffisacre  jfw !  And  »t  the 
sametime  the  cry  was  raised  on  the  rtreet,  7V«r9^t/ 
<p  arms !    ^me  one  exohumed  in. the  ehuich*  Whe- 
sword  of  tihe  L^4  and,,  Gi40P» !    '*  Thesf  are 
not  our  weqppns^"  said  ^fuce,  who  a^to^fiif^'to 
calm  the  <^ss^bly ;  but  thpfAnic^  hid,  Ms^  them^ 
and  they  rqsh^d  intiot  th^  &^eet»  where  tb^  fiii^  a 
crowd  ^Jready  coUe(5te4K    For  a  tiiw  :Sll  ^W»  i«^^ 
fusion.  Same,  IiQ^^g  that  the  mini^ti^rs  weie^sli^ 
ran  to  the  church :  others,  being  told  t]|at  $he  Ku^ 
wai^  in  danger,  flocked  to.  th^  t^dboolh.  .  Qf^.or 
two  calli^  fo)i  the  President,  an^  ^^^  44vocaltcv 
tha|;  they  might  take  order  with  them  for  misguid- 
ipg  the  Kipg.    AU  accounts  that  are  entitled  to 
any  credit  agree  in  «tatkig^  that  this  was  the 
greatest  enpmity  that  w?s  committ,ed  during  the 
lyproar*    The  ^linisters  immediatdjr  o^Ll^  in  the 
Md  of  the  magii^trati^  and»  by  their  joints  ^^wfttat 
sions^  the  tumidt  wa^  quelled.    Within  lesdTthan 
an  hour  there  was  not  an  offensive  weapon,  nor  the 
least  symptom  of  a  disposition  to  riot,  to  be  seen  iit 
the  streets.   The  barons  and  ministers  resumed  their 
4^Hbera0ons  iu  the  church,  fOid  sent  Ldr4  Forbes^ 
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tteiis^-rfBfageny,  and  Principal  Rollock,  to  lay 
tbeir  requests  before  thd  Khig,  who  ^Eontihued  to 
transd»;t  business  tvith  tbe  XoMs  of  Session.  His 
Maj^ty  directed  them  to  come  to  him  in  the  after- 
noon, when  Aey  would  have  an  opportimity  of  lay-- 
ing  their  ^tition  before  the  council ;  after  which  he 
walked  d^wn  to  ^he  palace;  attended  by  his  cbiirtiers, 
witii  ife  mufeh  qnietne^  and  security  as  h6  had  ever 
ttpefteric^  on  4hy  forriief  occasion  *. 
*  Siidb  arfe  the  facts  connected  iWth  lilSe  tumult  of 
&^9e9e$uSenth  ofBeeemher,  ^hich  has  been  related 
in'so  tliliiiy  UstOriiis,  ati3**magntied  into'a  daring 
and^rrid  rebellion.  Had  it  liot  been  laid  hold  of 
by  dedgnhyg  poUfieians  as  a  handle  ids  acconiplish* 
hag  tli^  m^adiites,^  it  ^ouIH  not  liow  havfe  been 
knorwn  l^t  sUch'  an  evait  Irad  eV^  occurred ;  and 
were  it  ndt  thit  It  hilar  been  so  nitich  mteiepresented 
and  ^OMsed  fb  tiie  dispamgeitient  of  tbe  ministers 
and  eddesiastkal  polity^  of  'Si^tland,  it  would  be  a 

*  Cftld.  V.  128, 11%.  S^ttwiHld,  428—9.  James  Mdtilfe's 
History. of  ^  DQcUMg<  age  .#f  jtbe  Cburch  of  Scotlaiui,  |u  4»  5. 
(MS«  in  BibU  ^arid.  Edio.  Rob.  iii.  2. 12.)  Row'a  Qkt. 
64—66.  Baillie^s  Historical  Vikidicatioii,  pp.  68— *71.  Bishop 
Gulhrii^  i-epr6s^ts  the  tiimah  as  suppressed  by  a  companj  of 
rofg^qiyt^ff %  sfHttfrgw  the  otetle  by  the  Earlof  Mar,  and  he  de- 
scrilN^  tMf  cirftf|ijUii|^  oiar^  l^^^h^asjiijDchj^ipvttnes^  ^^  if  ,he 
bad  accompanied  them  as  their  chaplaip.  (Memoirs,  p.  6.)  If 
there  was  any  foundation  for  this  story,  it  is  strange  tliat  Spotswood, 
wImi  wMpi«^nt,  sBobtd  have  passed  it  over.  But  tbe  blunders 
wincbiGoUMieJfas  cM9(Ritte<(  ia  bis  nacrptive  of  this  affair  are 
sufficient  to vdiseredit  his  a^.t«^ment«^so  far  as  it  di&rs  from  tk<«^; 
of  other  tvriters.  Calderwood  and  Spots  wood  agree  in  all  the 
material  circumstances.     Com|\  Simsoni  Annal.  76 
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wMte  of  timer  tqd  labour  to  institotto  tm  iaquify  into 
the  teal  state  i(^  die  facte^  ''  No  tumidt  in  ^ 
wotld  was  ever  more  barailess  in  the  eflfeotSt  mn: 
more  tn^aocent  in  the  causes^  if  you  totf sider  jdl 
those  who  ^  openly  actthetc&n  f  .^  It  never  s»tm 
seriously  alleged  that  th^^  was  the  most  dbtant 
idea  <tf  towhing  the  person  of  the  King.  Had 
there  been  any  intention  of  laying  violent  hands  on 
those  who  were  ih»  olgects  <tf  indignation,  there  waa 
Bothii^  tohave  prevented  the  popidaos^  at  the  com- 
mencement ^Ae  tnmult,  from  fincing  the  houae 
in  which  the  nnpofular  statesm^i  were  assembled. 
No  assanlt  was  made  upon  the  meanest  creature 
belonging  to  the  oonrt  No  viotenoe  was  offered  ta 
the  person  or  the  pnqverty  of  a  singile  individual 
So  &x  &om  partaking  of  <ha  nature  of  a  rebellion, 
tfie  affiur  does  not  even  deservo  ^  name  of  a  riot 
Nor  did  it  assume  the  aspect  of  one  of  those  pgpidar 
ooma<|ti<ms  l^  ivlncb  the  pubtie  peace  is  liable  to 

*  Adffim  Dfttematt,  the  tledid«nt  sfthe  Slnta*  QeMnl  «t  the 
odiMft  of  Scotlai^,  tntnmiiMd  ma  tfnuggat^^  nni  Mm  aoeomK 
ot'iht  i^W  to  his  eof»tHMiif».  He  tms  not  in  Soodand  when 
Hi^  tmtiult  Ibwppeiietl)  aed  h  h  eVidelit  thai  hts  mformatioo  was 
^i^d  fhmi  James  and  bis  co/ortiien,  or  rather  that  his  letter 
^B  Wf  Ittett  «t  their  desire  ttnd  dictation.  Dainiiiaii*s  letter  iraa 
MiUfalsd  in  Ef^t  Etvks.  et  TfmhgktB^  (p^  35.*'^37.edit.  9<>«) 
tftt'd  the  substance  of  it  was  afterwards  adopted  hj  Brandt.  (Hist, 
of  iSte^  t(efdmiati<m  in  the  Low  Coontries,  rfL  i.  p.  45f .)  AoHRig 
the  writers  of  this  country  who  were  roast  induatriow  in  cir* 
cnlating  calumnies  on  this  head  was  Bishop  Maxwel)  in  bis 
Ilachar*s  Borden,  reprinted  in  PhceotJC,  (foK  i.  ]f .  a07-*-d090 

t  BaiHte's  Hist.  Vindication,  p.  71. 


be  li^t^rb^d  ia  iaj|;e  ^vni^  aB4  to  c  which  a  wise 
g^^nnn^ptseldomthinkg  of  giving  importanoe,  hy 
laye^ligQilaiig  theHr;9r)|^-^  ^  ^imadvertiiig  on 
tlioae^jbpiDfgr  h26ire^.4lioughtl^  impradently 

e(»tribitt^4  to  theUim^tm^r  ^ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


1596—1608- 

The  tumult  in  Edinburgh  made  a  pretext  Jbr 
overthrowing  the  liberties  of  the  thurdi**-4>iolent 
proceedings  against  the  aqntdt-^-'-and  its  udmsr 
ters — the  King's  questions  respecting  the  governs 
ment  of  the  church^^^authan  of  the  synod  efF^ 
— ecclesiastical  convention  at  Pertii^^^peUcy  4^ 
the  court  in  gaining  over  ministers  to  Us  mea- 
sures— royal  visitation  of  the  university  of  JS^ 
Andrews — MelvUk  restricted  from  aitendimg 
church  courts — rights  ofiheolsgiccd  profasorS'^ 
removal  of  the  ministers  of  St  Andrews^^^'parUa*' 
Tnentary  restoration  of  bishops^^mifusters'  vote 
in  parRament — opposition  ta  it^^aveats  under 
which  it  was  agreed  to-'^deoA  of  distinguished 
ministers — archbishop  Beaton  restored  to  the 
temporalities  (f  the  see  of  Glasgow — Law  ff 
Free  Monarchies — Basilicon  Ihron — Gowri^s 
conspiracy — s^fferings  of  Bruce  on  aeeount  of 
it — anniversary  of  ^  King's  deUveranee  from 
it-^nomination  ofbishops-^he  King  becomes  a 
covenanter — new  translation  of  the  Bible  prapos- 
ed — measures  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  the 
highlands  and  islands — Melville  c&hfined  within 
the  precincts  if  his  college — his  correspondence 


LIFE  OF  AVTMEW  liELVILUEL  89 

wtik  Casauh&n  and  Momay  du  PleisU^HUXeS" 
dau  of  James  to  the  throne  (^England. 

Ixabhless  as  this  uproar  was,  it  afibrded  the  court 
a  pretext  for  carrying  into  ex6cuti<m  its  desdgna 
against  the  liberties  and  goversment  of  the  churdi# 
A  tumult  had  taken  }daee  in  the  capital,  which 
would*  necessarily  make  a  noise  through  the  king- 
dom. It  was  easy  to  magnify  this  into  a  dangerous 
and  designed  rdbellion ;  and  it  would  not  be  dif« 
fitdl  to  involve  tl^  ministers  who  yf&De  present  on 
^e\ooeatton  m  the  odium  attached  to  the' fact. 
This  would  enaUe  the  court  to  get  rid  of  men  who 
had  often  proved  a  disagreeable  check  on  its'pro- 
cee^gs;  tlie  severities  used  against  them  would 
strike  terror  into  the  nunds  of  their  Inethren ;  and 
Aus  measures  might  be  cimried,  which,  in  other 
circumsta&ces,  would  have  met  with  a  determined 
md  iduccessful  reristance.  I^i^otfaing  could  be  more 
congenial  to  the  oharaeter  of  James  than  this  piece 
of  -Machiavellianism :  it  had  a  shew  of  deep  wisdom 
in  the  device,  and  it  required  a  very  slender  portion 
of  courage  in  the  execution.  To  secure  its  success, 
he  began  by  effecting  a  reconciliation  between  the 
two  parties  in  the  court.  The  Octavians  were  in- 
duced to  resign  the  invidious  office  of  managing  the 
revenue,  and  to  join  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bed- 
chamber in  punishing  a  riot  which  the  latter  had 
raised  for  the  express  purpose  of  driving  them  from 
their  places  *. 

♦  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  107. 
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quitted  the  pabte  oC  IMjioodhmie.  JUaom,^ 
lie  was  gone,  a  proeUmfttiqil  irafc^iisuedt  requirhig 
all  judges  and  offioors  to  vqpair  to  Um^  nJk  1$wli§^ 
99w»  md  ccmsiamUi^  every  f&nmk  wbo  bad  m^ 
Us  oidiQary^reaidc»ie.iii  Kdtnhnmgh  ioat^idy  to 
kate  the  t^mi.    Thw  w»a  jfolbwred^lqr  aemc^r  pm- 

mambm  of  dw  tehbeni,  nwe^  eoiuaaiidfd :  to  csukflr 
into^aid  in  llM  ea^Jes  they  i»ti»  aumnfttwd  to 
liniitihgaw  to'aii»v^>ifiMiaLlliiefii^^ 
m^trendu;  and  tile  imgiilnitei  inere  xadefed  tf 
aciae  dieir  patodafc  *-Tlie  lumU^wii^  dMilaired.,!^ 
be  /^B  ertt^l  ^  lifttbarMi  «t|eiq^  «gaiWt  hit 
Ki||(pt/8^^c^^  fienpii,  bia  iK^  a»d  bpiuKii,  at 
|]»  JBMiipiliiii  af  ixrtom  aedititui  minsters  aii^ 
baltttia  ;"  and  all  wba  bad  be«n  »accoiaary  to  itt  ^ 
lidbo  dioiiU  asaiat  thaa,  ivwe  declared  to  Iwre  uh- 
ciaqedtlie|Koaltmof  jbr^at^  la, the  be^tiiog 
af  Janaryv  bSs  Afayfl^  bafbii; jsetemed  to  £4Ui- 
teig[b  ii9|itt  great  paiap^  and  in  «  wariike  attitiuk^ 
ImU  a  ooii¥entiaii^  ajt  frUch  all  tbeto  |iEacbpin^oa8 
Mojeiati&d,  ao4  jDieasiifros laf  a  «tiU  is^ao^  Idad 

fMstkie  afaauU  be  jeaMTed  to  Fen& ;  Had  tbat  »• 
soe^^^  of  getteaal  asseqpthfy,  |)i0fiiieial  ^fM^  or 
fae&jrterjr,  fibenld  benoetorth  be  hdd  adtb^  tb^ 
capital'!'.    Ade{iiKtati<m  froktt  the  tow  oduval  bdd 

*  **  Gomperit  Georg  Todrik  one  of  the  buillies  «f  £&»'  fviih 
comissioRere  from  the  kioges  Ma*^*  xndxshtrgit  the  pbre  in  his 
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fvodted  on  ins  Mi^estf  it  LinUtibgow^  tc^  piotest 
thav  imatoeenoo,  miid  to  iaipIoKe  SN^enesa  for  a 
tnttoik  which  luil  tnded  mtkoitl  Uoodihe^  ^ui^ 
«iUdi  di^  hdktkme.enry  thn^  i»  their  poiv^  to 
tapptwk  l^hciff  m^UeatiDn  v«ui  laq^coteds  wd  they 
iKard  4iDthi]if^  whife/iliey  feaiauied  iii/  the  palaoc^ 

dMMlldr^e%«oidih&nae44^ 

el  wiA>nlt/.AiMttkat  m  moommt  i<ioii]d  be.«e6t«4 

oK^liio'^^Mi  3i«beff4ititoid>tic|tt^^      lik^gmmjf 

dkpat  and  to  keio.tl^.pre^bvtefieiRt  Lcjth/V  (Bee  jpf  Puesij- 
teiy' or  rdiiibur^;  !!*•  ^Ja^  l^^^y'^M' J%)i;i«  i»tiililDiir 
nMmohiii^U  ^ti  tttedck^  iff  ^r^^fljb)rl^»  ^/4iie  iibiteoi  iff 

aJne^if ,  t  T^  RifjiifwjJip^  j^imvppj?«>i^l  light  <m  tb^mot^ 
of  the  J^ji)g*s  b^aviour  on  the  present  occa^on*  (^ninsion '  was 
the  inuiMer  wlio  hii^iead'l^e  S^dl^r  It  ftidiati  Wt6eift)r  df^fhe 

ii^ktii)tlie  niilMf the  pe9flt«;rfilt  b«^jbeef.f«i|uMie^,  but  was 
alfaadjf  mBe5ve4^tpLfaw>ar^  ffti^-^th^had  nqt  Iw&en  the  caaf^the 
presb^jter^  would  not  have  .thougiit  of  pattiiig  liim  into  the  cntdt 
at  this  tinSfe.  ~'it  wiaa  ^fiot  the  ttarnd^  of  ^ '  mlMtm^^ii  lit 
llrii  iMf  DMteb#ri  ll  watathe  HMiMflM^  wUch  Aiy  h^d  pnN 
liMMl7(«|ade  tf  li%^nea^fM^af^wfai<rb  Jftno^  was  ap  mncb  oC> 
fend^d^  Cald^rwood^  in  his  account  of  what ,  preceded  the 
tumult,  sftysy  ^  lif  r  ItSchivet  Cranstoii,  then  a  ^ety  fttwiiTd 
iiiifrttten  i«y^>0tr  i^3^cMy,  teiiMIP  ihei  hiiltOByi  of  if,&ia«ii  mai 

The  minutes  of  presbytery  are  dated  *'  Apud  Leytb**  from 
Am.  IX,  <ti  the  8th  of  Feb.  1596.  After  that  they  are  dated 
^  At  tlife^uenis-coJledg.^'  Oiithe  ^h  of  Aogiui  M97f  thqgr 
h^gib  to  be  dated  «*  Apod  £d^^*  -^. 
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of  the  execrable  treason  which  ha^  disgraced  it^ .  In- 
timidated by  these  menaces,  and  distressed  at  the  }fx$^ 
of  the  courts  of  justice,  they  came  to  ihe  resdutio^ 
of  making  surrender  of  their  political  and  religipiif 
liberties  to  the  King.  The  magistrates,  in  the  Vfimi^ 
of  the  comnfunity,  subscribed  a  bond  in  whi(^  they 
engaged  not  to  receive  back  their  miniaters  without 
his  express  consent,  and  to  give  him  in  futmre^aa. 
absolute  negative  over  the  eleetion  both  of  tinetic 
ministers  and  magistrates.  This  pusillanimous  mlh 
mission  encouraged.  th§  court  to.  treat  than  Mith  atiU 
greater  indignity.  "  The  magistrates  and  bo^ly  of 
the  town**  were  declared  to  be  "  universally  guiiilq?  of 
the  odious  and  treasonable  uproar  committed  against 
his  Majesty.''  And  thirteen  indjivldual^  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  burgh,  were  ordered  to  entjer  into  ward 
at  l^erth,  and  stand  trial  before  the  court  of  justidary. 
One  of  the  number,  who  had  obtained  a  di^pens^on 
from  his  Majesty,  being  absent  on  the  day  a^^intr . 
ed,  a  sentence  of  non-compearance.  wa$  pxp^o^nqed 
against  the  whole,  the  citizens  were  declared  rebels, 
and  the  property  of  the  town  was  confiscate.  Be- 
ing thus  entirely  at  the  royal  mercy,  the  members 
of  the  town  council  on  their  knees  ree^iv^d  his 
Majesty's  gracious  pardon,  after  paying  a^fine^  and- 
giving  a  new  bond,  containing  articles  of  subiKifsi^on 
more  humiliating  than  those  which  they  had  §Irf^y^ 
subscribed^.  In  the  mean  time,  the  court  was  unablev 

*  Rfgister  of  Town  CouBcii  of  Edinburgk,  roU  x.  f.  lOd^-^H^^ ' 
Becsrd  of  Privy  Council,  from  Decembei  IS,  t9  March  21, 15W.  ' 
Aifct.  Pwl.  Scot,  vol,  iv.  pp.  103—109,  114.  CaW.  v.  131,  13% 
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^er  the  most  rigid  investigation,  to  discov^  a  single 
respectable  citizen  who  had  taken  ,part  in  the  riot^ 
or  this  slightest  trace  of  a  premeditated  insurrection,. 
When  we  consider  the  mixture  of  hjrpocrisy  ai^d 
tyranny  which  :|runs  through  these  proceedings,  it 
is  impossible  to  read  the  remark  with  which  Spots- 
wood 'doses  his  account  of  them  without  derision. 
"Never  (s^ys  the  sycophantish  prelate)  did  any 
King,  considering  the  offence,  temper  his  authority 
with  iriore  grace  and  clemency  than  did  his  Majesty 
at  this  time ;  which  the  people  did  all  acknowledge, 
ascryving  their  life  and  safety  onely  to  his  favour  *.** 
WTiile  the  court  was  breathing  put  threatenings 
against  aQ  the  inhabitants  of  E4inbu];gh»and  particu- 
larly against  ite  ministers,  the  latter  were  advised  by 
their  friends  to  withdraw  and  conceal  themselves  for 
a  time  f .  As  soon  as  it  ws^s  known  that  they  had 
ti9tenl3u9  step,  they  were  publicly  denounced  rebels. 
Great? 'IteeAness  was  shewn  to  find  some  evidence  of 
their  acc^sion  to  the  tumult ;  and  when  this  failed, 
recourse  was  had  to  fabrication  in  order  to  criminate 
tb€»b.     Oh  the  day  that  the  King  left  Edinburgh 

147,  151,  ,238.  Spotswood,  pp.  431--4'S4<,  444.  Melville's 
Di»ry,  pp.  ^SS^9. 

•Hist. p.  444. 

T  Bruce  and  Balcanquhal  went  into  England,  Balfour  and 
liVatson  coiicealed^bemselves 'in  Fife.  They  wrote  a|)ologie8 
for  tbeir  conduct,  in  which  they  vindicated  themselves  from  the 
aspersions  thrown  on  them*  and  assigned  reasons  for  their  flight. 
The  apology  hy  the  two  former  is  inserted  \n  Cald.  v.  I68*-19K 
That  hy  the  two  latter  is  inserted  in  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  28(J— 
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nuHmed'  btkiiid  ilritti^  ind  a^t^  to  ''t^D^  «^ 
them  ihe  paftiNihi^  aftft  ^Aa^diatioa  «f  th^  fittetfr^ 
md  its  cause ;"  ■iaSP'ak  ^tttei)*'  d^iaate  Rnoe  t^rM^  a 
letted  ti>  Lord  Hftmiltbfr:iM.^o(^d  add  **  «odii«^i4ee 
them  in  ^ii  matter:  {igtgiiBtHhoe6cohttt»(Utts^^$l4«l 
had  inAaoidA  his  Mi^estfa^ittd^  thera^'-^Hima: 
ton  haying  conveyed  a  copy  of  this  lette^  to  the 
King»  some  persons  about  the  o^urt  (ffNr  %^wjk 
hdteve  tiiat  his Jmdsfaip  was  eapdbile  o^stfdiKi'dW' 
gn^fol  act)  idtered  aitd  vitMed'ft'tn'stt(b'1i'fii)iiii* 
ner  as  fo  make  it  express  ap  appropaUon  p£^e  Ji^ 
tumult,  and  copiequeiitly  as  mteatieii  Jof  r^atocly-' 
ing  an  armed  lesi&Milce  to  the  rtHei^t^  df  ^t^tt^ 

'»  Aecordifi£rtb  Bp^wd^  CHi^t.  f.  492.)  ^tiim^>vM'a»A^ 

SMI.  (Tol.^,.p.l<a)   '-■  ^/^    -       '^    '  ■■••'-'--.•"■^  '  '•^'-•^^'  ^^-^^'^  ^*^^; 

f  Both  the  genoioe  «ita  the  Hii^ified^'tf^ie^'^tt^fi^t^r^ 
ui8ertc«rb^CiildetiMMid4;   (M8i^>/¥99^     SjietCfti^^rAl 

partly  W  the  vrod  and  vi<»leilAr%f  tbe^^dbUHe^^^Mk  li^f^Ml'^^ 
made  some  ;comhNiii09^  ftariUj^Uke^ii<ralkiiret  ^s^i^  }hi^kM^^' 
butv  be  tbeigrace  «f  Oed^  w«[  i^press^  «ifd  ^e^Geil  {beiihdtioidi^ 
iotdotitieitt*'*     In  Om  vkiated  ^bpjr  ibis  is  ftltlre^M^tJblf^- 
lowing  mamier  r   <«  ¥W  pee^  t^iiMUied,  M  ddabtltN^l^^i^M^ 
and  liadwn^tf  G^iftTt  ^mMt^  ti<^  arm^f  ^'^n^^b^i^ 
the  fmaittere  Mpreslftij^  ffal»J«M^d(M^l8  ^^^ 
in  Us  aocoaat  of  tbe  letter,  bl»  iWl^i^  tb«^Mte6e2^^^^  ^^"^ 
ent  so'itiock«Bcbi«tMig^  timit  ie^  ^getfiiin^fi  #ii»'eW  taH<^d^  ' 
question^  flW  at  ttef  «^  ^time  that  lii^^^d'frbln  aliftjl^  &* 
Loi^  Hii^kim^in  ii^faii^  Bliice'^oli!i^K^Mar'^^r%bd'^i«at^^' 
(History,  p.  432»  compared  with  Odd*  v;^5^)  tlt%  Ut^dtinbfS  ^ 
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tma^teiifr  tbe  .wurt^^  note  dMjeJ^imake  anj 
piiUpe  use'ctf  the  vitiated  jSoeunici^  (  ))^^'tl|ey  ciic^ 
ei4M^  it-jfiE^^^tfiWi^  i»e.Tiew  itf  blftstug  the 

.Mattf  IB  ])eii|g^^1^m  prepared,  a  publicatien  ap^ 
PjBaced  ii|:  j^f(.ipm»p,Df  tjhe  Ki^g*  ecmsd&tiBi;  of  fiftyr 
fir^q^tionst  .They  w^  ^^WH  wp  by  Sjteretar]^ 

1  ■    ■  "^    .■■'"'    .        ■■    •  -    ■  ^•'  •  .        '      .   .' 

to  repropnte  siscb  cbnducit  toa  severely,  especial Ij  vihen  it  if 
obii^ierfedfy  Hiiii  ^^ttwood  bad  hitherto  co-operated  with  his 
fefdUireo^'^  in^ist6t$.  ^According  Mr  tiie^accoiidtt  df  difierent 
iNTf^iBirs,  ^^ti^M,  ^nioed'a  mow  than  ordinary  ^eal  ia  forwarding 
their  mtufifea  i  iud  nihscribed  and  prwaoted  the  tttbacriptioo.  of 
BhloL^  ieclinaiare;  ba^  called  oat  bis  patron,  Torpbichen»  to 
defend '^Aeintnisll9rs4Hi  the  di^  of  the  tumult  ^  and  had  irritten 
ovor  Brjtfit^  apo^<if;]jf>vi{h,lii8;pwn  hw^i  iwd  oven  given  it  a 
^3?  ^ff*  (Ciad.^y.  175.  P/iB|ted  flistpiy^ j^  339..  Epist, 
PhiSoer(&i  Viniiiciser  Altare  I)amasc  p.  t53.)  Archibald 
SimaoB  (Annales  MSS.  p«  TS-)  agrees  with  Calderwood  in 
«b<^B>oa.^poiSJ■vood  mth  acting  treacberonslj  before  the  17th 
ofS^iCtniVer^  b|r  iBfonniog  the  court  of  all  that  passed  in  the 
pcjy^e^lMifctiiig^fOfithe  ministers.  This  might,  however,  pro- 
ceed from  undue  suspicion.  But  he  appears  to  hiive  declared  fer 
Um^  coort-m^Aflorea  $ooii  lifter  the  tumnlt.  I  find  the  folbwhig 
i«iimttces  to  him  in  the  record  of  the  presbytery  of  Edinborgh ; 
**  Mail  iij  159^t  .  Apent  tbo  de^jre  of  M.  Jobnn  Spottiswood 
craving' tjbut  ae^g  lie  w^  k«aid^t  w%  the  burgh,  and  was 
admitted  t^  the  ministerj,  tbat  y'foire  Jbe  my^  be  Ikentiat  to  exer- 
cise in  Ikisip^f -Quhais^esyre  being  considerit,  it  is  grantlt.^*— ^ 
••J^^fLpjfb,  «Jiv»v^^^^  The  e«ercc!Cs  made  by  M. 

19^4l^w^9fqpi,,;ai|d  iiddttiopA  ^  31.  JoiMn  Spottbwood.  Th^ 
tfxt^0Ki|^4%^.  jb€^9nai)d  at  the  1  \\  to  the  :^  '^e  doctrine 
jo4g|edt  ||«jhail).>|^flber  were  offended^  wf  ihe.  doctrine  deHvered 
be,^  t^^JIf^li^ltfm,  irefufisit  to  !^  him  mak  the  nix^  dnyt ^d* 
^If^Q^&Mp  Qeprif^  9^h  to  mA  t^  exliefftitfioQ&  the  first  6f 
^  44§^^  i^U  is  iig^ly^robikblt  that  Spo^odd  bad.  givm  of- 
1eiv^4ar  the,:pii^ytei;]r  bj:^wh«t  \^  bad  •aid.on  the  difiekn^ieiK 
W(ti^tiJiecoiBtfi«|,^cfeui!ch^  :  ,      ^ 
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Lindsay,  after  the  exam^of  the  qu^tions  ivhich 
arehbifi^p  Adamson  had  framed  when  the  second 
book  of  disotpline  was  e^naaposed ;  and  were  intended 
to  bring  into  dispnte  the  pindpal  heads  of  the  eata- 
blisbed  government  q£  the  church,  and  thus  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  innovations  upon  it  whidi  the 
court  intended  to  introduce  *.  A  Conv^tion  of 
Esates  and  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  were 
called  by  royal  authority,  to  be  held  at  Perth  in  the 
end  pf  February,  to  consider  these  questions.  This 
measuie  had  been  previously  resdved  on,  and  the 
^esiioBS  were  jnepared  befcn'e  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber ;  although  the  publication  of  them  was  deferred 
to  this  time  f . 

*  **  The  Que^ons  to  be  lesolvjt  at  the  Conveniion  of  tbe  E«- 
taits  and  GeDerall  Asfiemblie,  api>oint^cl  to  be  at  the  Burgh  of 
Perth  the  last  day  of  Februane  next  to  come.  £dii)bvrg)i  Printr 
ed  be  Robert  Waldegraue*  Printer  to  tlie  Kings  IVlajestie.  Anno 
Dom.  1597."  4to,  Subscribed  at  the  close  "  James  R.''  There 
is  in  tbe  College  Library  at  Glasgow  a  copy  of  this  book  which 
apfiears  to  have  belonged  to  Melville,  and  which  has  on  the  mar- 
gin, in  his  hand- writing,  short  answers  to  some  of-  tl&e  questions. 
They  agree  in  general  with  the  answers  of  the  sypod  of  Fife. 
Spotswood  has  inserted  all  the  questions  in  his  tlistory  (pp,  435 
'— 438.^  Two  slight  inaccuracies  in  the  iSth  and  53d  questions 
may  be  corrected  by  the  Printed  Calderwood,  (pp.  S81r^S89*) 
where  tbe  address  To  the  Reader^  prefiKcd  to  t|ie  publjcatioD, 
will  also  be  found. 

t  Calderwood  has  shewn  this  from  ^be  minutes  o(  the  ciominis- 
sioners  of  the  General  Assembly »  which  he  had  in  Ihs  possession* 
After  referring  to  various  minutes  between  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber and  the  11th  of  December,  he  ;idds,:  **  So  that  it  19  cle^tr 
that  the  king  intended  before  the  17th  of  December  to  work  .^ne 
aljberation  in  j^iscipline,  and  to  sett  ^be  ministers  on  work  to  de- 
fend themselves  that  they  might  be  divert^  from  persjwjng  th^ 
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T^9  leiidii^  tniniiBtert  tbion^outtbeluDgdoni: 
pr^p^redt  for  a  yigaraas  defraqe  of  the  ertujidished 
di$oijdine«  Though  grieve^  tt  the  advantage  wiiidi 
the  court  had  gaii^  by;  the  late  ocetirrencfe  m  the. 
eapkal,  they  4kl  net  suff^  tbenuidlves  to  fyJl  mender 
an  umDanly  drc»d  of  its  tneoac^*  The  preabytery 
ti  Hftddingtbn  suspeaded  me  of  its  ineadi^efs  for 
agredflg,  witiKiut  th^r  coni^nt,  to  aa  arrangeaieiilf 
o£  tlie  prity^  council  for  supplying  the  puljatsef 
Edinhugh  ^.  The  synod  of  Lothian  virtually  apk 
fOneA  of  the  eenduct  of  thatpteshyteiy^  and  tes- 
tified their  dissatisfactieci  at  bis  Majesty's  proposing 
tlKst  they  dliould  advise  the  infliction  of  censure  (m 
their  breUuren  who  had  fledf.  Notwitbit»ading 
ihe  nytl  threi^  that  those  ministers  who  refused 
subscriptioh  to  the  lately  imposed  bond  shoidd  not 
hkVB  ^mxpmmmf  (as  Jwaes  insultingly  called  their 
8ti|ends>)  not  an  individual  of  any  note  could  be  in- 
duced to  subscribe ;  and  papers  were  circulated  in 
whidi  the  bopd  was  commented  on  with  becomii^g; 
fieedoo^  and  diewn;  ta  be  ambiguous  and  ensnar- 

efCommDoicaled  Earls,  ivhich  was  also  tlie  ground  of  calliiig  Mr 
Oafid  Black  before  the  Counsell  for  speeches  uttered  three  years 
b^n5»*»     (MS.  Hist  V.  193— 4.) 
*  Record  of  Presb.  of  Haddington,  Dec.  29,  Jan.  12,  and 

,f  tnstractionstoMr  John  Preston,  Mr  Edw,  Bruce,  and  Mr 
\Vm..01^bant|^co|ignis8ioners  for  the  K.  of  Sc.  to  the  Sjnod  of, 
Lothian,  to  be  convened  at  Leitb,  Feb.  1. 1596.     (Cotton  MSS. 
CtJig.  X).  II.  970     'I'bis  p^per  contains  also  the  answers  made 
^r  the  sjpod, to  his  Ma jektyV  propositions. 
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ing*.  One  of  these  papers,  which  is  written  with 
Mudi  ability  and  temper,  ccmdudes  mth  Uiese 
Words :  **  But  howsoev^  it  shaU  please  God  to  dig- 
pose  of  his  (Majesty's)  heart,  the  ministry,  I  dowte 
not,  wiU  keepe  IhemselTes  witlun  the  boundis  (^tiieir 
calltnge,  and  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  attMipte 
any  thing  that  shall  not  be  lawfuil  and  seeming  for 
them,  but  with  patience  oommitte  all  the  suecease 
unto  the  Lorde ;  remembringe  the  sayinge  of  Am- 
biose,  tiiat,  when  they  have  done  th^  duties,  preees 
etlaehrhMg  mrma  nostra  sunt^  and  we  have  no  war- 
rant to  proeeede  farther  f ." 

The  synod  of  Fife  set  an  example  to  their  breth^ 
ten  in  the  other  provinces  on  this  interesting  oeea« 
sion.  Having  VMipro  re  nata,  they  appointed  a 
committee  to  draw  up  answers  to  (iie  King's  ques- 
tions ^.    They  sent  a  deputation  to  request  his  Ma- 

*  lo  one  of  tb^  papers  U  ia  jobjected,  t()at  tbe  bond  was  so  ex« 
pressed  as  to  imply,  that  tbe  King  by  himself,  and  independently 
of  tbe  courts  of  justice,  might  decide  on  rii  civil  and  crumiuil 
causes  ^  and  that  he  had  a  right  not  only  to  inlicti^iyil  p«iu«h- 
roent  on  ministers,  but  also  to  deprive  them  of  their  office.  And 
it  is  pleaded  that,  as  the  word  of  God  declares  the  duties  of 
ail  civil  relations,  and  as  idolatry,  adultery,  murder,  &c  are 
criminal  offences,  so  ministers,  for  inculcating  the  former  and 
rebuking  the  latter,  might  be  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
bond.  (Cald.  v.  139 — 145.)  It  would  be  easy  to  justify  these 
interpretations.  For  example,  the  late  Convention  declared, 
that  his  Maj^ty  had  **  power  upon  any  necesaitie  to  com- 
mand any  minister— -to  preiche  or  to  desist«-from  preiching  in 
particular  placeis.**     (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  107.) 

i  Objections  to  the  subscription  that  is  obtruded  upon  the 
ministers  of  Scotland.    (Cotton  M8S.  Cat.  D.  ii.  100.) 

t  Their  answers  may  be  seen  in  the  Printed  Calderwaod,  pp. 
382-^90. 
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jestf  to  refer  the  decision  of  them  to  the  r^ular 
merting  of  the  Gieiieral  Assembly,  and  to  prorogae^ 
the  extmoidinaiy  meeting^whadi  he  had  calie4  lit* 
i^ftse  he  should  not  comply  with  this  r^uent,  ^ey^ 
advised  the  presbyteries  usder  their  inspec^um  tft 
send  commissioners  to  Perth,  in  testimmiy  of  their 
obedience  to  the  royal  anthcmty :  but  they  at  tim, 
same  time  drew  up  instructions  £ir  the  r^pdation 
ef  tiieir  conduct  The  commissumers  w^re  instnust- 
ed  to  declare,  that  they  crald  not  acknowledge  that 
ifteeting  as  a  lawM  General  AssemUy,  nor  oon?^ 
sent  that  it  should  call  in  question  at  innovate  the 
established  polity  of  the  church*'  If  this  point 
tikould  be  decided  against  them,  they  were  to  pro^ 
test  for  the  liberties  of  the  church,  and  ke^  them- 
s^eB  free  from  all  approbation  of  the  sidbseqiiestt 
pfsoceedingst.  in  any  extrarjudidal  discusoon  of  the 
^estiona  that'migfat  take  place,  they  were  instructed 
taadhere  to  the  following  general  principles;  ithatthe 
extamai  government  of  the  chmrch  is  laid  down  in 
the  word  of  God ;  thdt  it  belongs  to  the  pastors  and 
doctors  of  the  church  to  declare  what  the  Scriptures 
temk  on  tliia  head ;  and,  as  a  scriptural  form  of 
government  and  discipline  had  after  long  and  grave 
ddil^ration  been  r^ularly  settled  in  Scotland,  as 
by  means  of  it  the  church  had  for  many  years  been 
happily  ruled  and  preserved  from  herasy  and  schism> 
and  as  none  of  the  ecclesiastical  oflSce-bearers  moved 
any  doubts  about  it,  that  his  Majesty  should  be  re- 
queued not  to  disturb  sudi  a  rare,  peaceable  and 
decent  eonstttuticm  by  the  agitating  of  fruitless 

02 
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and  tmnecdssary  questbns*.  Th^se  imrtnietifl^i 
digpkymuth  wisdom,  and  pmitt  <mt  the  tr^  way 
of  resisting  innovations  whieh  were  about  to  be 
efiected,  not  by  reason  and  aignment,  but  by  tbe 
eoimbinied  influence  of  fifaud  and  force. 

His  Majesty  was  convinced  by  th»e  prooeedings, 
tibaty  in  order  to  carry  bis  measures,  it  behoved  him 
to  employ  other  arts  besides  those,  of  intimidation. 
The  ministers  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
owing  to  the  deficiency  of  their  incomes,  and  theis 
distance  from  the  ordinary  seat  of  the  Gebend 
Assembly,  rarely  att^ided  the  meetings  of  thaijadi-; 
<^tory.  They  were  compars^vely  unacquaiitited 
with  its  modes  of  procedure,  and  stirangers  to  the 
designs-of  the  court ;  not  to  mention  thetr  gefke* 
ral  inferiority  in  poiiit  of  ^ts  to  their  brethreQ 
of  the  south.  Sir  Patrick  Murray,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  B^-chamber,  wias  now  despi^ebed 
on  ^  mission  to  them.  He  was  instructed  to  visit 
the.  presbyteries  in  Angus  OxA  Abetdeaishiie^; 
io  acquaint  them  with  the  late  dangerous  tumult^ 
and  the  undutiful  and  treasonable  ccmduct  of  the 
ministers,  in  Edinburgh ;  to  ^nrocure,  if  posobl^ 
their  subscription  to  the  bond ;  and  to  deske  tiiem 
to  $end  some  of  their  members  to  the  ensuing  aft* 
aembly  to  resolve  his  Majesty's  questions,  which 
bad  already  received  the  a^probatioii  of  the  dis« 

♦  Melville's  Diary,  pp.  290— 292.  The  presbyteiy  of  Edin- 
burgh limited  the  pollers  ef  their  reprefientatives  in  the  MLvne 
vay,  and  gave  them  similar  instruetiond.  (Rtc.  of  the  Prcsb. 
of  £din.  Feb.  22.  1596.     Cald.  v.  397—199.) 
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toeetest  of  the  soathem  miaist^^*  In  his  private 
oooveisatao&s,  Murnty  labam^  to  inspire  them 
with  jealousies  of  tibe  ministers  ot  the  souths  as. 
wiling  to  engmss  the  whole  management  of  eodes* 
iastical  afiairs,  ta  the  »ehi8ion  of  those  who 
hid  an  eq&al  xight  and  m<»e  discretion  to  use  it ; 
aadhe  assured  t^m,  that,  if  they  were  once  a&« 
^puBBted  wtdi  his  Mijesty,  all  the  su^idons  which 
they  had  ooneeived  of  him,  fiont  the  misrepreaeiii* 
^iens  of  their  ambitious  hrethien^  would  he .  com* 
pfetely  remo^^  and  disapatcd  f  » 

Mdvi^  was  pm^ented  from  being  present  at 
Pertfa^  in  eensequoce  of  his  being  oUiged,  in  his 
ospacitycrf^  rector,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  univer* 
sty.  Buthe  had  done  his  duty  in  procuring, the  in^ 
atraolioiis  l^  whidi  the  conduct  of  the  commission" 
OS  ftom  Fi£s  was  regulated ;  i  and  his  nephew  was 
piqiared  ta  express  his  sentiments  op  the  di£Eerent 
points  that  wer^  likely,  to  be  brqu^^t  ferward* 
After  «  cQfttast  of  three  days,  durii^  which  all  the 

*  InstmctiooB  to  Patrick  Murray.  (Cotton  MSS.  Cald.  D.  iL 
9S.)  The  fo) lowing  extracts  from  his  instructions  will  s|iew 
the  kind  of  arguments  which  Murray  was  directed  to  employ. 
^  Wt  wyi  not  belieTe  that  the  presbyterie  of  Aberdeoe  will  ao- 
kf^nledfe  avy  aDfreihacie  of  the  j^reabyUri^  and  ministers  of 
Sdinborge  above  them.-— As  to  the  pretended  commissioners  of  th« 
generall  assemblie  tbeir  commission  is  found  and  decemit  be  ut 
and  oureoonsell  Uf  be  onlawfiiU.--^  tber  is  no  present  power 
above  the  said  pretby  terie  of  Aberdene  lo  stay  them  to  accept  the 
Eariss  reaaoonble  satisfiMtiM^  in  case  the  same  be  ofierit,  ^  sen 
w«  and  tbe  osnnsell  bescomsMaded  tbem  to  aeespt  the  tane*** 
(instfuetiona,  ol  anpnu) 

tdpotswodl^MS,439« 
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artsr  of  amtt  intrigue  were  employed  in  influeBciog 

the  minds  of  the  voters,  it  was  dedded  by  a  ma* 

jority  of  votes  tliat  the  meetfaig  uras  a  la^nl  Ge^ 

neml  Assembly   extrainrdiiiarily  oonveiied;   upOQ 

which  the  commisskmers  fnmi  ¥ik^  ^reealdy  to 

their  instructions,  protiaated  that   nothbg  wli&eh 

might  he  done  should  be  held  yalid,  cir  infvoved  to 

tile  prejudice  of  the  fiberties  q£  the  icbnr^  ^;  Smt- 

land.    Disgusted  at  the  influ^ioe  whkh  was  e%* 

erted,  deserted  by  some  of  the  fmods  in  whom  he 

most  confided,  destitute  of  the  asMatenoe  ti  \m 

umdey  an^  diisEtrustiag  his  own  cooistaney,  James 

filielvillij  hastily  quitted  Perth.      Has  calleagu^ 

resolTod  to  rmnain,  and  nnd^  the  jMroteefckm  of 

4i)eir  protest,  to  pserent,  as  far  as  was  in  thdor 

fowBot,  tfaeaisanUy  fisom  saeriftnmg  the  r^^  if 

4h%  ohnidi.    But  ia  q^te  oC  all  their  (acerttaiis»  Im 

Mi^ty  succeeded  in  obtaiiiiiig  such  asswesa  lo  lib 

Jeading  questions,  asgaw  him  the  gMAtert  advaote^e 

in  carrying  cp  his  future  operation  ag^iast  Uie 

ecclesiastical  constitution.    The  answer  of  the  as- 

■sembly  to  the  very  first  question,  simple  and  harm- 

lesi?  as  it  may  appear,  was,  in  the  circumstances  of 

the  lime,  piegnant  with  evil,  and  equivalent  to  a 

^amson,  on  the  first  parley,  agreeing  to  throw  open 

one  of  its  gates,  and  to  allow  the  enemy  to  make  a 

jpi^eipent  lyithin  the  wall  ^4    The  l^ing  had  pl^b• 

*  Tktd  ifce  MteaMjp,  when  m^iMf^,  viefi«d  the  .maUer 
in  dus  light, Msajr  be  infeitfd  frcuiibe  immneria  jrbkb  tbe  aa^ 
•wer  was  expressed,  before  it  was  altered  Ip  ^ka«e  A^  kU^  i 
^*  The  breitbercoavened  give  tbeir  advjaia,-^  fintattioK^'^ 
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tished  a  loag  list  ot  questkns  which  went  to  pnv* 
pose  a  total  alteration  d  the  exii^ing  dhurch-g^ 
vermnent.  By  dedbring,  in  these  rar^imstaneeSi 
**  that  it  is  lawM  to  Im  Majesty  ox  to  the  pastof  s 
to  propone  in  a  Genond  Assembly  whatsoever  point 
they  desired  to  be  resolved  or  reformed  in  matters 
of  extenal  govemment,"  tiie  assembly  virtnally 
and  constywrtivdiy  sanctioned  tl^  project  of  the 
«nrt,  idthouf^  they  m%ht  reserve  to  thenuielvet 
a  right  to  ddiberate  npon  its  details.  The  qnalir 
ficatkms  added  to  their  rescdirtinn,  *^  providing  it  be 
dxme  deeenier^  in  rif^t  time  and  place,  and  imimo 
iet^kamli  mm  tentamdi^  were  mere  words  of  course^ 
and  coidd  be  no  safeguard  against  any  proposals  of 
royal  re&nnation.  If  it  behoved  them  to  speak 
Latin,  the  msm&t  which  they  oagfat  to  have  re^ 
tamed  (and  it  viFonld  have  served  as  an  answer  to  all 
the  questions)  was,  Nolmmmsl^^  Eechmm  8€Mic»r 
menmtari.  The  answers  which  the  assanbly  gave 
to  (^iier^pKstiona  related  idn^y  to  the  Kb^y  of  the 
pulpit,  npon  which  they  imposed  restrictionfl^  vdiioh 
were  doubly  dangerous  at  a  time  when  the  court 
had  discovered  its  hostile  intentions  against  the 
pdity  of  the  church,  and  had  i^cured  the  assist- 
ance of  smne  (^  its  professed  guardians  to  carry  them 
into  execution*  Having  succeeded  thus  far  to  his 
wish,  the  King  signified  his  willingness  to  refer 
the  decision  of  the  remaining  questions  to  another 

k  it  not  expedient  to  mtk  a  law  or  act  twicbiog  thin  leitt  a  durre 
ftboold'  be  ofieaed  to  eurioua  and  torboient  ^pritA*  otherwise  Mirj 
thiak  it  UwH'*  &c*  (MeiTiUe's  Diaiji  {u  dQ5«  Sfotfuaivti  440.) 
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Gkmeral  Assembly  to  be  held  at  JDundee  on  4k» 
Wth  of  May  £^lowiiig ;  and,  in  the  mean  tii»e» 
the  articles  agreed  to  were  ratiied  by  the  Conv^i* 
tkm  of  Estates  which  was  then  sitting,  at  PerUi^. 

This  assembly  is  chiefly  rattsrkabk  as  be^  the 
first  meeting  of  the  ministers  oi  Scotland  whidi 
yielded  to  that  secret  and  corrupt  inAu«Boe,«  whi^ 
the  King  continued  afterwards  to  praotiie,  until  die 
General  Ass^nbly  was  at  last  converted  into  a  mere 
organ  of  the  court,  employed  fi»r  xegi^mi^  and 
giving  out  royal,  edicts  in  ecdemstiod  matta»* 
^'Coming  to  Perth  (says  James  MelviUe)  we  found 
the  ministers  of  the  north  conv^sed  in  such  niUah 
ber  as  was  not  wont  to  be  seen  at  any  assemiUiei^ 
and  every  one  a  greater  coiutier  nor  aiK>tber :  So  that 
my  ears  heard  new  votes,  and  my  efe&  saw  a  new 
sight ;  to  wit,  flocks  of  ministers  going  in  and  (mt 
at  the  king's  palace^  late  at  night  and  betknes  u 
the  morning*  Sir  Patrick  Murray,  the  ^ligent 
Apostle  of  tlm  North,  had  made  idl  the  northlaiMi 
ministers  acquainted  with  the  King.    They  began 

*  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  110-^112.  Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  flt 
131—134.  Cald.  V.  222^236.  Spots  wood,  439^443.  Mel- 
Yille^s  Diary,  303 — SoQ.  Jxmes  Melville  enumeratev  tMfteeti 
reasons  for  naaiDtaiDing  the  tniffity  of  this  assembly.  The  cbief 
pf  these  are :  that  it  ivas  not  appointed  bj  the  last  Assembly,  nor 
called  by  its  commissioners,  but  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  king  ^ 
that  it  V9B8  not  opned  by  sermon ;  and  that  there  was  no  'choice 
of  a  moderator  or  clerk.  The  Bulk  of  the  Univeisal  Kirk  says  ; 
*^  Exhortatioan  y*  was  none  ;**  and  it  mentions  so  moderator.  It 
says  that  Mr  Thomas  Nicholson  was  cbofen  derk  \  but  ftatea, 
on^he  margin,  that  some  thooght  bis  election  did  not  take  place 
till  the  subsequent  atseqi^ly. 
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then  fo  look  big  in  the  matter,  and  find  ^ult  with 
the  fiimitftars  of  the  south  and  the  popes  of  Edin- 
bmgfa)  1/vho  had  not  handled  mattars  well,  but  had 
ahttost  lost  the  King  *."  The  King  afterwafdi 
depi^ided  dlneiy.upon  the  votes  of  the  northern 
mhiisters  for  carrying  his  measures.  The  General 
Assembly  Was  itppdhited  to  meet  bt  such  places  as 
ware  most  eonvement  for  ^eir  attendance ;  and  if 
at  any  tiiM  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  it  to 
a  gres^ter  distance  fiimn  them,  ways  and  means  were 
£tdletf  upon  to  provide  Ihem  with  a  tiaticum  f . 

But  to' secure  credit  to  his  cause  it  was  necessary 
finr  bis  Majesty  to  gain  over  some  individuals  who 
posseted  greater  respectability,  and  who  were  able 
t6^plead  as  well  as  to  vote  for  his  plans.  Janies 
Nioolson^miniiilter  of  Meiglet^  was^  highly  esteemed 
among  his  brethren.  He  was  the  bosom  friend  of 
Jones  'Mdville.    At  assemblies  they  always  lodged 

*  DitTj^^f .  SOS.  coBip^  hit  Hkit^  of  titt  DecUlHDg  Age  of 
tbe  Church,  p.  7. 

f  *'  1  am  bold  humbly  to  advise  your  Majesty,  that,  in  the  de- 
signation of  the  phice  of  the  ensuing  G.  Assemhly^  your  Majesty 
make  choice  either  of  the  place  appointed  by  the  last  Assembly, 
whilk  will  hel^p  the  formality  oC,  it,  or  then  of  Dundee,  where 
yoo|r  Majesty  knows  your  own  northern  men  may  have  com- 
modity to  repair*  And  albeit  your  Majesty's  princely  liberality 
may  ntppfy  diskmce  of  place  by  furniture  to  those  that  travel^  yet 
&c''  (L^r  of  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews  tojdie  king ;  April 
19.1610.  MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  Fac.  v.  1^2.  No  $Q. 

t  Mr  James  Nicholson  was  presented  to  the  parsonage  apd 
▼icarage  of  Cortoquhay,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1580  :  and  to  the 
fsnonage  and  vicmnige  of  Meigle,  *'  penult  fehr*  1583 J*  (Brgifr* 
Ifr  of  Present*  to  Benefices,  vol.  IL  ff.  34|  97*) 
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in  the  same  apartment,  and  slept  in  the  same  bed ; 
and  harmonised  as  mu^  in  their  sentiments  about 
public  aflbirs  as  they  did  in  tiieir  private  dispm^ 
tions.  On  the  evening  before  the  question  reject* 
ing  the  constitution  of  the  assembly  was  determined^ 
Niookon  was  amnsing;  and  in  tl^  morning  James 
MelviUe  learned,  to  his  astonishmmit  and  grief^  that 
the  mind  of  his  friend  had  undcfgone  a  sudden  t^ 
volution.  He  had  been  sent  for  to  the  pdaoe,  where 
he  was  detuned  till  a  late  hour;  and  the  Kmg, 
partly  hf  threats  that  if  his  will  was  not  comj^ied 
with  he  would  ruin  ike  diurch,  and  partly  by  pro- 
mises and  flatteries,  had  engaged  bis  vote.  The 
two  friends  went  together  to  the  meeting  of  wasm* 
ters ;  and  after  James  Melville  had  reasoned  at 
great  l^gth  against  the  proposal  of  the  court, 
Nicolson  rose  and  replied  to  his  aiginnents  in  a 
plausible  speech,  which  had  the  greatest  influence 
in  persuading  the  members  to  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted.  Thomas  Budianan  dis- 
tinguished himself  during  the  assembly  by  the 
boldness  and  ability  with  which  he  asserted  the 
liberties  of  the  church#  Having  summoned  the 
ministers  into  the  apartment  in  which  the  Conven- 
tion of  Estates  was  met,  the  King  provoked  the 
fiiends  of  the  estaUished  discipline  to  a  dispute  cm 
the  subject  ||his  queries,  by  insinuating  that  their 
siletice  proceeded  from  cowardice  and  distrust  of 
their  cause.  **  We  are  not  afraid,  (replied  Buch- 
anan) nor  do  we  distrust  the  justice  of  our  cause  ; 
but  we  perceive  a  design  to  canvass  and  toss  our 
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w«tto»s,  that;they  may  be  thrown  loose,  andkft  to 
tbe  dedsHtt  of  nm  oi  littk  skill  and  less  cas^ 
9wme/'    Having  prot^ted  that  nothing  whieh  he 
iB^it  say  dboidd  iaralidate  the  autlMH!ity  of  the  re*- 
ceJYed  dlariplinfl^  be  pggoecded  to  eaaimip^  the  doubts 
started  fay  the  royal  querm»  andfiES^^osed  tbeki«eak« 
wwi.  in  a  i^le  not  grea%  to  Jiis  Mi^ty's  satidae^ 
tion«  But,  alas !  thie  was  the  esipiriiig  blase  of  Buofa* 
anan's  zeal*    B^&re  he  left  Pertb  he  was  sprinkled 
witjb.  **  the  h^y  water  of  the  court,"  and  at  next  as- 
semUy  appeared  aa. an  adw)Gate  for  those  measmes 
whieh  he  had^ao  eageriy  aad  so  ably  ^posed  ^.    It 
jnby  be  observed,  however,  that  th^e  is  reason  to 
thinks  that  j^n^nan,  and  some  oth^s  .who  acted 
in  this  way,  intoided  m^^ely  to  concede  some  points 
whidii  they  deemed  of  less  importance,  with  ^  dot 
sign  <€pkainng  the  JCing.  They  appear  to  have  bera 
k^t  in  ignorance  of  the  ulterior  designs  of  James, 
wjbieh.  were  imparted  to  such  men  as  Gladstanes, 
%ot^nmMl,  a^  Ii»w,  who  had  tiben  little  influence  in 
the  church,  and  had  been  c(»frupted  by  the  promise 
of  bishoi^ridcs.  But  the  conduct  of  the  former  contri- 
buted matedally  to  promote  the  object  ol  tJbelattes, 
»d  to  bring  them  mto  notice ;  and  aithcmgh  tbey 
my  he  exculpated  firom  mercenary  inotim.^e  can- 
Jdotbul^bltoiethemforweakiiessand  wanted  foreught. 
l^hriUe  learned  the  proceedbgs  |^  Perth  with 
^e^eone^m,  but  vnthout  fteliags  eitner  <^  surprise 
or  dei^oiidmic^*    He  penodved  the  ccmrse  which  the 

f  MelTille's  Disrr,  pp.  St».30S^ilh 
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eourt  was  driving,  and  that  nothing  vmAd  wiiBfy 
the  King  but  the  orerthrow  of  the  prethjrtJhriao^ 
eonstkation.  Attached  tx>  this  from  oravictiofi  ^a 
wdl as  from  the  sharehe  had  hadut  itsereetiom,  satia^ 
fiedof  its  intrinsic  exeeUener  mdits  praetioal  tttilhy, 
and  belieiringit  to  be  ithe  oauseof  Christy  of  freedom^ 
and  of  his  country,  he  lesolvod  to  defend  it  wkh 
intfepidity  and  pecsereraoce;  to  yield  up  none  of 
its  outworks,  to  figlit  every  inch  of  ground;  and  t^ 
sacrifrse  his  liberty,  and,  if  necessary,  his  life,  in  tiler 
eontett*  Widi  lliis  view  he  joised  with  some  4if 
his  bn  thren  in  keeping  die  day  fixed  fir  holding 
the  ordinary  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly: 
iThis  meeting  was  conetituted  by  Pont^  tiielast  mo« 
d^fster,  after  which  the  members  pfesent  agreed  to 
dismiss,  and  to  refer  all  business  to  the  assembly 
which  the  King  and  Conventioii  at  Perth  had  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  in  Ihmdee.  By  this  6tq>^  the 
light  of  the  churA  as  to  the  convocsting  and  hold- 
ing of  her  assemblies,  winch  it  was  one  great  olijeet 
oi  the  c<nirt  to  inftinge,  was  so  fiur  maintained  *. 

The  King  was  senoUe  that  the  advantages 
which  be  had  ginned  at  P^rth  were  in  no  smaU 
degree  owing  to. the  absence. of  Melville^  and  be 
dreacM  his  ojipofition  in  the  assemUy  at  Dundee* 
Before  it  proceeded  to  Imsiness,  Sir  Patrick  Mnmy^ 
who  was  noiiv|poomelus  Majesty's  Vicamgenetal^  s^it 
for  James  Melville,  anddeah  with  him  topemade  bis 
uncle  to  return  bome^  otherwise  the  King  would  take 

*  MetyiBc*8  IXary,  p. aOO.    CM.v.2m. 
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fereiUe  .meamisM  to  i^move  him.  Jnmes  Mdlyill^ 
fepfiedy  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  for  him  €o 
3tfJce  the  attempt  If  his  Majesty  shotild  vie  hk 
authority  in  the  way  of  commanding  him  to  leare 
tile  town,  be  had  no  dmdbt,  he  said,  tluit  hk  unde 
woaM  anhmit,  bat  death  would  not  deter  him  &0111 
acting  aca^edsog  to  his  cin»»ience.  ^*  Suidy,  I  fear 
be  diall  suflfer  the  dint  of  the  Mng^s  wrath,"  siod 
SirP«trioki  ^*  And  truly,"  lep&d  the  other,  **  I 
asi  not  afirfdd  biit dhe  wiil  'bide  alL"  Jam^  M el^ 
Yille'Mpoiied  tbejcohverss^n  to  bis  nnd^,  ^  whose 
^nsweiv  (ffi^s  he)  I  need  hot  to  write."  Next 
rnomui^  ^ymme  both  sent  £ox  to  the  royal  apart- 
moits.  The  interview  was  at  fiist  amicable  and 
ealm ;  but  entering  im  the  •  subject  of  Variiuie^ 
Mdvffle  dehrered  his'  opinion  with  his  wonted 
free^iBi,  ai^thd  altercation  betweeu  hiin  aUd  the 
Kbgiaoon became  warm  and  boisterous^. 

;  N<rinfritihstasii£aig  all  the  aits  of  management 
enqployedi  jt  wasr  with  difficulty  ihat  thd  oouit 
carried  its.  measnrei^  even  in  a  verymodifed  form, 
in  thaa  assendbly.  The  assembly  at  Perth  was  de^ 
daivd  lawful,  but  not  without  an  explanation ;  its 
aets^lme  approved/  but  with  carton  qualifications ; 
andj^  additional  answers  given  to  the  King's 
questions  ware  gi^rdedly  expressed.  Through  the 
influenee  of  ^  n6rtham  ministers  angj^  passed  in 
&Tour  of  the  popish  lords,   autiioh^ihg   certain 

*  "  And  tber  they  heeled  on,  till  all  the  hous  and  clos  bathe 
hard,  mikle  of  a  large  houre.  In  end  the  king  takes  upe,  and 
dismiBsis  him  favdoraMie/'  (Mdvlilfc's  Diary,  p.  312.) 
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niihisters  to  receive  liiem  into  tke  bosom  of  the 
ehurcfa,  upon  their  complyiiig  with  Ihe  condhioi»f 
prescribed  to  them*  They  were  recdved  docoxd^ 
ingly ;  although  it  was  evident  that  they  were  in* 
duced  to  submit,  in  consequence  of  the  &iliire  of 
an  attempt  which  some  of  their  adherents  had  macUi 
on  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  was  soon  aft» 
found  necessary,  with  the  consent  of  govemmenl^ 
to  bring  them  again  unda:  the  sentence  of  excom* 
municatkm.  The  design  of  altering  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  church  was  carefully  conceded  fimn  t^a 
ass^nbly;  but  the  King  obtained  tiiek  consea^ 
under  a  i^ecious  pretext,  to  a  measure  by  wlndi  ba 
intended  to  acoompltsh  it  clandestinely.  He  re* 
quested  them  to  appc^t  some  of  dieir  nunber  with 
whom  he  might  advise  respecting  certain  pieces  of 
important  business  which  they  could  not  at  pi^i^it 
find  leisure  to  determine ;  such  as,  the  arrai^emeniB 
respecting  the  ministers  of  Edmlmrgh  and  St  An- 
drews, the  planting  of  vacant  churches,  and  the  pro* 
viding  of  local  and  fixed  stipends  fyr  the  mniisters 
through  the  kingdom.  To  this  the  assembly  agreed, 
and  nominated  fourteen  ministers,  granting  to  ikem^ 
ox  any  sermi  of  them,  power  to  convene  with  hk 
M^eaty  for  the  sbwe  purposes,  and  to  give  him  ad^ 
vice  '^  in  all  affairs  concerning  the  weal  of  tl^  churdt, 
and  entertainment  of  peace  and  obedience  to  his 
Majesty  within  his  realm.**  This  was  a  rash  and 
dangerous  appointment.  The  General  Assembly 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  appointing  commissioners 
to  execute  particular  measures,  or  to  watdi  m&i  the 
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anfefcy  o£  the  eburch  until  their  next  meeting.  $i|t 
the  pi!«Knt  eommifigian  was  entirely  of  a  different 
kind.  The  persons  nominated  on  it  w^oe  appointed 
fiNmally  as  advisers  (BT  assessors  to  his  Mi^|eaty«  Th^ 
were  in  &ct  his  ecdeslastical  council ;  and  an,  with 
exeeptiffii  of  an  individual  or  two  named  to  save 
iqppeaimnoes»  they  were  devoted  to  the  court»  he  w^ 
enabled,  by  their  means^  to  exerdse  as  much  pow^ 
in  tiie  chusch  as  he  did  by  his  privy  counoil  in  the 
state.^  **  A  wedge  taken  out  of  the  church  tp  rend 
her  vnth  her  own  forces^"  says  Calderwood :  **  the 
veryjieedle  (says  James  Melville)  which  drew  in 
the  qiiscopal  thread  ^Z" 

James  was  too  fond  of  the  eodesiasticat  branch  of 
his  pcerogative^  and  too  eager  for  the  aoeompUah- 
ment of  his&vourite  plans»  to  suffnr  the  new  powers 
whidi  he  had  acquired  to  renttin  long  unemployed. 
Repairing  to  Fidkland  ^i  the  rising  of  the  Assem-* 
Uy  at  Dundee,  he  called  the  presbytery  ai  St 
Andrews  before  him,  reversed  a  sentence  which 
they  bad  pronounced  against  a  worthless  ministert 
and  restored  him  to  the  exercdse  of  his  office,  Ac? 
companied  by  his  privy  eonncdUors,  lucal  and  derical^ 
he  imt  repaired  to  the  town  of  St  Andrews,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  expelling  its  ministers,  and 
imposing  such  restrictions  on  the  university  as 
W(mld  fiu^ilitate  his  fixture  operations.  He  attended 
public  worship  on  the  day  of  his  arrival ;  and  when 

♦  Bulk  of  the  Uoir.  Kbi,  ff,  184~i88.  Melville's  Diary, 
pp.  311— t.  Hist  of  Decl.  Age  of  the  Charch,  p.  10.  €M.  v. 
21S-JM1*  Spotswood,  pp.  4W«-447. 
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Wallad^  wofrabont  to^pKK»^  tothetap^iM^  of 
bis  discoiii^  Jaittes,  eitto  t^M,  of  the  fii^^m 
wMeh  he  imght  use;  br  widiii^  tor  gratify  his  owai 
dictatorial  hiimour,  interrupted  the  ^|ireacher»  and 
drdared  him  to  desist.  ludi^aat  at  tluft  inters 
feretioe,  Melville  ^although  aware  that  one  ofcjert 
#f  the  royad  visit  was  to  fifid  grooitd  of  accuso^ 
ticm  agaidst  hinndf)  rose  and  dsMrfij  rebuked  tl^ 
King»  and  at  the  aame  time  censnied  li^  ooamnia- 
sioners  of  tli^  ehurcbfdr  tlnir  tame  sfiefiee'  oo^the 

At  the  H^al  yiatatiimof  tiie  imivissit^ 
eagerness  was  testified  to  find  matt^  ^  censui^ 
i^inst  MelvSte.  Ail  those  individiial^'  iu  ;ihe 
university  or  in  tii^  town^  whoae  envy  in:'  itt^wiU  lie 
had  incuired^'WCM  etteoAraged  to^meibrwaid  widt 
eomplaintg  «^ainst  hiooi;  and  a  lai^eroU^  ^oo^sistiog 
<^infornmtions  to  bis  pn^udice,  was  put  riii6»  the 
haniels  oC  the  King.  He  underwent  several  striet  cdb^ 
toiinatioBs  bef<^eithe  vmtors.  Butih^  expianatioss 
whieh  be  gave  of  Us  ocmductw^ereso  satniaetorjr,  and 
hisde£^ce  of  himself  against  the  skad^  of  his  de* 
tra<^rs  so  pow^ful^  tbat  the  visitors  could  fiini  no 
grounder  pretext  £>r  proceeding  against  htixu  es^i^ 

• -Melville's  Diary,  p.  SIS. 

fin  this  visitation  si^^  of  the  commisflioners  of  the  church  were 
associated  with  cerrarin  membets  4>f^e-|>rlYy  council,  the  HN-Av^st 
of  St  Asdrc^ws,  &c. .  The  founded  penoisjo  the  several  colleges 
were  required  to  give  in  to  the  visitors,  "  yair  greiffis  &  -dis- 
Qfders  and  c6ntrave^ies,  gif  tbay  onjr  haif,  togldder  .with  the 
abuses  and  enorroiteis  coinittit  iv.^in  je  saroin/*  &o.  (Suoamonds 
to  appear  before  the  Visitors :  Jnly  !•  15970 
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as  tlae  hesd  of  his  ovmimlk^  wm  tiam  ebief  Bfia« 
^trate  of  the  uniwnity^  Spotswood  has  pte* 
served  some  of  ^  the  aeensatiasEis  hrcMiight .  agditst 
Melville^  and  disingeniioinly  iqiveiests  them  as 
having  beea  proved  before  the  visitors.  ^  In  tlie 
New  Colle^,  (says  he)  whereof  the  said  Mr  Andr^nr 
had  the  duu|;e^  all  things  were  found  out  of  cndeir; 
the  TeskU  ill  husbanded,  the  professions  negleetedf 
and,  in  place  of  divinity  lectures,  politick  questioiis 
oftentimes  agitated :  as,  *  Whether «the  deetion  or 
snccessi<m  of  Kings  were  the  better  ^orm  of  govern- 
ment;' *  How  £ur  the  royal  power  exte^ed;'  and, 
*  K  Kings  m%ht  be  censured  for  abusing  the  same, 
and  deposed  by  t^  Estates  of  the  Kingdom/  The 
King  to  correct  these  abuses  did  ^scribe  to  every 
pri&ssor  his  subject  fi£  teadiing,  appobting  the 
&r8t  mastar  to  read  the  Common  Places  to  the 
8tiid^rfai,iwith  the  Lisw  and  History  of  the  Bible; 
the  second  to  i^ad  the.  New  Te&tamait ;  the  thir^ 
the  Prqihets  with  the  Books  of  E^e^tes  and 
Canticles.;  ^and  the  iburth,  the  Hebrew  Grammer^ 
with  the  Psalms,  the  Proverbs,  and  the  Book  of 
Job  t.**  The  JlcU  of  the  Fidtatwn,  whidi  were  in 
the  archbishop's  possession,  are  still  in  existence,  and 
disprove  every  one  of  these  allegations.  They  do  not 
contain  one  word  which  insinuates  that  the  affairs 
of  the  New  Collie  ware  out  of  order  ^ ;  and  the 

*  Melville's  Diary,  p.  31S*  f  History,  p.  449. 

X  One  ^ouid  almost  suppose  that  Spotswood  bad  confounded 
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regvihiims  uiade  respecting  the  fvAme  msaiagemeBk 
of  the  academkml  revenues,  apply  equally  to  all  the 
iM&ogm^  K^  do  they  contttn  ime  syllable  on  the 
Mbjeet  of  abases  in  the  mode  of  teaching.  It  is 
true  %&at  they  prescribe  the  brand^a  to  he  taught 
to  the  dil^reat  classes ;  but  this  wf^i.  uot  intended 
to  ^  correct  abuses."  It  waa  an  arrangement  madd 
in  the  prdspeet  of  an  additional  professor  being  es^ 
ttfblished  in^  the^  college,  accoa^ding  to  a  reb^mtnendr 
aticAi  of  the  visitit^rs ;  a  fact  which  S||otswo6d  has 
m]^ii*e0sed.  -  While  I  am  obliged  to  expose  these 
unpard^mable  perversi^na  pf  a  public  docun^nt,  I 
am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  something  of  the 
kind  mentioined  by  the  archbishop  noight  I^  in^ 
eluded  among  the  aecusatioiis  pt^eflented  against  the 
principal  of  the  New  College.  The  head  de  Magi^ 
tratu  is  to  be  found  in  ev«ry  System  of  Divinity, 
and  falls  to  be  tjheated  by  every  theological  pralessojr 
in  the  course  of  his  lectures.  I  havie  little  cbtibt» 
that  MelviHei  when  be  came  to  that  part  of  Ms 
course^  laid  down  t^e  radical  prindplea  on  whidi  a 

tbe  Tisitatibn  oflBff?  with  anotW  which  took  place  ahet  he 
hkd,  been  oiaay  years  Cancel  lor  of  the  univerditj,  when  it  wiis 
S^ted  by  authority,  **  that  of  late  years  some  abases,  corruptions, 
and  disorders  have;  arisen  and  are  still  yet  fostered  and  entertained 
vrithin  the  New  College  of  St  Andrews,  partly  opon  the  occasion 
of  sloth,  negligence  and  connivance  of  the  persons— to  whose 
credit  and  care  the  redress  and  reformation  of  these  abuses  pro- 
perly appertained-^whereupon  has  followed  the  dilapidation  &c. 
of  the  patrimonie — the  neglect  of  the  ordinar  teaching— the  Pro- 
fessours  aie  become  careless  and  negligent,*^  &c.  &c.  (Com- 
mission for  Visitation,  Nov*  29*  16210 
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free  govermtieirt  and  k  ImA^eHmbn^thy  te^^  m^ 
it  is  not  at  all  impfobable  that  tke  ytmng^  mtt  mk'^, 
der  his  charge  wo^d  IAq  the  liberty  df  bomftadaUy 
£s(mssii^  ^nestioils  conneisted  wtth  thk  si^t^ectf  in 
their  pnvitte  meetiii^  %  This  mil  utA'now  he  otrnf 
sidered  as  reflecting  iay  dishenont  on  hbit  er  hH 
sdiohrs.  On  the  contrary,  his  -  cdtmtijsmen  wSi 
le&to%ii&  pride,  and  it^ith  ^tttii^//that»  in  m 
i|;e^hen1iepxin(iiplesof  libetty.wa^  bt^  parti^y 
MVeseiyl  and  nnder  an  adtnimstraticfn  fost  tiaiAiiig 
to  defipotisn^,  there  ?0^Ets  at  least  one  man  holdii^ 
ftn  hnlport&nt  puhlid  uituaiite,  who  dared  to  av^ 
sueh  principles^  and  who  tmbraeed  an  opportanity 
ef  ifiipffrtii%  td  his  pupils^  those  libeeal  views  of 
dvil  giyr^mment  by  /which  the  pre»byterian  minia- 
lm  ware  iQng  distihguisbed,  and  which  ail  the  elf 

'■  ^  S^Utig  9f  titiyBiitijtQt  ill  another  work,  S^otiwood  BHijvi 
^  Hseo  erat  discipalorum^'  &c«  *'  This  wag  the  theology  of  tbo 
students  of  the  New  College,  who  at  that  tinie  were  more  con- 
versant with  Buchanan's  book,  De  Jure  Regnt,  than  with  Cal- 
vla's  Institotions.''  (Refutatio  Libelti,  p.  670  '^^  ^^'^  ^^* 
derwood  replies  :  "  Neminem  novi  Theologi**  &c.  **  I  know 
Dooe  amon^  us  entitled  to  the  oanie  of  a  Divine,  who  hat  not 
read  Calvin's  Institutions  more  diligentlj  than  Spotswood,  whdy 
1  sttspect,  is  scarcely  capable  of  understanding  them,  although  he 
&l)ouLd  res|d  them.  Must  a  Divine  spend  all  his  dajs  in  study- 
ipg  nothing  but  6a)vin's  Institutions^  Why  should  not  a  Scottish 
theologian  r^ad  t|]e  Dialogue  9f  a  learned  Scotsman  concerning 
the  law  of  gov^roment  among  the  Scots  V^  (Epist.  Philad.  Vind. 
^Uare  Damasc.  p.  753.)  Whatever  the  archbishop  might  do, 
the  King,  at  least,  could  not  blame  those  who  neglected  Calvin* 
It  was  one  of  the  wise  sayings  of  James,  *'  That  Calvin^s  Institu- 
tions is  a  childish  work  !"     (Cald.  Jv.  213.) 

H  2 
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forts  cf  a  nervQe  hamd  df  prelates*  in  coaeext  with 
an  arbitrary  eourt  and:  a  seH^h  nobility^  were  afler^ 
wards  unable  ta  extkgoish  or  suppress. 

UnaUe  tor  ^d  any  thing  in  his  conduct  which 
was  eensumbie,  the  visitors  deprived  Jdelville  of 
bis  rectoi^ip*  This  was  easily  acoomplidaed ;  for* 
disapproving  of  the  union  :of  that,  office  ^tb  the 
profession  of  ,theoIogy»  he  bad,,  accepted  it  .^t  jfiist 
with  reluotanee,  and  lueqi^esei^  condjltioually  is 
his  last  re-electiaiL  Of  d^  mcumstaiK^  th^  visputf 
xm  avaled  theqiselj^ef  to  prevent  the  odiiim  whi<^ 
they  musbhave  iapuri^  by  ejecting  him  ^^'^n-^nd^ 
t^  pietext  of  proving  for  the  better  nw»3geiaent 
9i  tfaei  revew#84tf^c!  coll^)^  a  coun^  uQUiinated 
by  Uie  Kiug,^  was  iqappinted*  with  such  ptfweir^.as 
gai^<it.a^coirttuI.oi^,all(ajei(demi^  prooeedi^gi. 
Thus  his  Majesty  w^  Apuish^  with  a  commis- 
wm  to  vole  ike  f^vx^  and  d  oouncU  t^^  rule 


»  u 


[J^j^T^jfteiih^freaen^^dciQr  9i\ei  be  n^ver  accepted 
^e  faid  orace  bu^conditipnall^^  against  the  form  of  sach  elec- 
tions, therefore  t^e  office'  U  found'  vacant.**  Acb  of  Visitation. 
Mel^leV  l>kr)s  V*  ^^^*  Spotswood  ftsys  tbi^  the  King, 
nDde»ta|^j|i|^,|h%t,|^dville^h^^^  rector  for  a  oum* 

,  hejr  of  ywf  .together  **  ag^int^  the  accustomed  form^'^  ^^m- 
mande^  a  new  election  ^  *'  and  for  preventing  the  lite  dfsor- 
ders  aist^tnte  tfits  mader  fh^t  n^ri^  should  be '  conttntieit  Sector 
ftlHm  a^x^r/^  (Hift^  p«  4#«)  But  bow  do  the  fw(^  standi? 
John  I^ouglas  waa  Rector  from^  1550  to  1572^  |  Robert  Hamil- 
ton from  157^  to  1576  ;  James  Wilkie  from  1576  to  1590; 
Melville  from  1596  ta  l597 ;  and  Robert  Wflkle  from  1£»7  Jo 
1608.  The  re-eleetion  of  Robert  Wilkie  was  saactiened  by 
tke  King.     (The  King's  Majejsties  Second  VUiUUioo  ) 
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Ae  lum^mty,  xmtil  he  sbotild  be  aUe  to  plaee 
Msbops  met  both,  and  become  supreme  IKctatdf  ia 
retigion  and  liteiiatiiie,  as  well  as  in  law. 
^  But  tbe  reflation  liUdi  was  intended  ebiefly  to 
aflfect  Wekille  remains  to  be  meiitioned^  All 
dbctoi^  aiid  tegents  who  tktight  theology  or  jMh* 
iGphy,  hot  being  pastors  in  th^  ehureh,  were  d»< 
efiarged,  uiider  the  paiir  of  deprivatibnt  and  i^  te« 
belKOtf'iiff  the  Instance  of  the  Consarvator,  from  at^ 
ting  in  sesiAons,^esbytcrfes,  pnovftieial  synods,  or 
general  assembly,  and  fhim  efi  teaching  in  eotigre^ 
gitloAV^xc^pt  in  ^e' Weekly  exereiBe  and  censuring 
of  Med6^:  ¥o  recon^y  them  in  stote  d^ree  to 
th&^lfitV^^&n'  on  liieir  rightd,  the  actual  miasters 
were  iilBihved  annually^  to  ikNfi^at)^  iUme  pefions, 
fiN)tai'1v!ftl^  tbc"  emmcil-  appointed  by  the  Vistols 
sUottMr  choose  onte  to  iMpresent  the  univeidty  in 
the  <!lbiyiiHI' AssemlNiy;  protidod  the  same  indiTi- 
dual  should  not  be  re-elected  &r  three  years.  The 
]^t6ktiof  concern  ibr  tihe  interests  of  learning,  by 
preventing  the  teachers  firom  being  distracted  from 
ikmx  ^ties,  was  too  flimsy  t<»  impose  upon  a  single 
tuditidual.  The  court  was  anxious  to  g^  rid  ci 
Melvdle'a  opposition  to  its  measures  in  the  chuidi 
^^satories ;  and  this  was  deemed  the  safest  wi^y 
of  aecMi|iliiiiing  that  object,  aeoording  to  the  cneep 
ing,  tortuous,  and  timid  policy  of  James.  In  im« 
,  poidng  this  restriction  on  the  professcnrs,  the  ^tors 
acted  entirdy  by  regal  authority ;  for  po  such  powers 
were  couTeyed  to  them  by  the  act  of  parliament 
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under  whidh  tbey  sat*.  They  were  gufltjr  rf  au 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  church :  for  by 
law  and  by  invariable  practice,  doctors  in  theologi* 
til'prdfessoTs  wei'e  constiftuent  meuAiers  of  her  judi- 
catories f.  A  greafer  insult  was  offered  to  the 
members  of  the  liniversity  by  the  resenration  made 
in  this  case,  than  if  the  privilege  had  been  altogethet 
taken  from  them.  They  were  n6t  deemed  fit  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  power  of  choodi^  their  own 
representative  to  the  Oenwral  AsaemUy.  This 
was  given  to  a  couneil>  composed  of  individuals  who 
did  not  belong  to  their  body*  ^kI  who  were  the 
creatures  of  the  King..  No  wond^  thi^  Rt^ock 
sunk  in  the  estee^  of  his  triads,  by  imffisring  hun- 
self,  as  one  of  this  visitors^  to  be  mude  ^  tod  to  ^i# 
dave  the  tmivfersity  «  \Thi<fh  be  was  eduoated,  apd 
to  afford  a  precedetit  ibr  nftetwards  enslaving  the 
learned  institution  over  which  he  hitiself  prc^ded> 
Indeed,  by  one  d£  the  t^ulations  to  whith  h^  gave 
his  sanction  dn  the  presertt  octa$io»,  he  virtually 
cttripped  himself  jof  the  right  t6  sit  in  eecl^i^iastical 
judicatories ;  m^  m  9tA^  to  eaeape  firom  the  opera* 
tion  of  his  tAmhmf  iie  found  it  i^f^^sary  to  t^e 
dj9te^  which  ^dated  its  ostensible  prine^)le,  by  uto- 
itotakiiig  thdtadditional  duty  df  a  fixed  pastor  ^^f 
e  jmttimihf  ^cpngregaAtouij:*    Tl)^  r/^ofn^,  Vears*  tlfi^X 

,.  f  Jii  tlic  ytar  159^,  the  ratification  of  a  Conventidn  of  Estaten 
was  prqcvired  tp  this  unj  other  regulations  of  the  Visitors.  (Act. 
part.  Scot/iv.  189.)      ' 

"f  See  jifc&  6:  '  ■-.  '   ^  /  ■  :*       -'  •■%■ 

X  See  under  the  preceding  Note. 
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^  tbe  laasters  wiUii^Iy  submitted  to  the  orders  of 
di^e  yiisitafs,  and  gave  their  oath  to  observe  them 
uoder  the  pan  of  deprivation.  As  fiur  as  Melville 
vras  concemedy  this  prcmiiae  could  meto  no  m6re 
than  .that  hQ  would  run  his  risk  d£  the  penalty; 
Sqc  lie  was  determined  not  to  rdinqmic^  his  right 
to  sit  in  the  church  courts. 

{  There  is  aoother  ad;  of  tl^  miton  whiph  illas- 
fteatea  the  malignant  influence  of  arUtoury  pow^  on 
ike  interests  of  learnings  William  Welwood,  pro- 
£moiot  Laws  in  St  Sakator  &  CoQ^fe^^  being  called 
bef<n:6tiian,.was.declak!ed  tobave  trans^ssed  the 
feundarion  in  modxy  points,  and  was  deprived  of  hia 
situation^  Welwoo4  wau  the  friend  at  Mehille 
and  of  the  mimatcsraof  St  jyoRfaewa  f.  Whether,  in 
Ids lecfaures, hehad  towihed  tlMMSie  delicate qodstions 
Despeetii^  t^  origm  and  limits  of  kingly  power 
iihieb  bis;  ftieDd  was  aecnaed  of  discurang,  >  I.  have 

♦  JFohn  Aithoqr  (a  bi^^bwrMa^hw  of .  tfclibwbj)p  Aaamson) 
aQcqeeded  Wi|lia|ii  ^kene  as  professor  of  Laws.  (Carta  Reces- 
sus  pro  Reformatione,  Junij  21.  1586.)  On  his  removal  Wei- 
wood  erchdnged  ibe  Mathematical  ftrtbe  Juridicd  chair^  «boat 
tba  year  1S87-    (MtlviUe'a  Diary,  pp.  •0OH.4Q3.) 

t  Ad  ExpodiefkdiRft  Pixiootevs  io  Jvdiciis  Eccl^iasticii.  Ajf 
pendix  Pandleloram  Juris  diuini  humaniquc.  Lvgd.  Bat.  1594. 
4to.Pp.li^.  The  epistle  dedicatory  is  inscribed  :  Fi4i8"Cbristi 
Bcrols,  Dayidi  Blakkio  et  Roiekto  Waljje,  Ecclesia  Aa* 
dieapoliUDse  pastoribos  vigtlantis^niis  fratribusque  plurimum  dt- 
Jectia,  G  Vci-VOD.**  Scaliger's  epiUpb  on  Buchanan  was  pub- 
lisbed  for  the  first  time  at  the  end  of  this  work^  and  is  introduc- 
ed with  the  following  note  :  •*  Ne  reliqua  esset  pagina  vacua, 
pUcuit  aubiicero  Carmen  hoc  ab  authore  ipso  etiam  assentientOi 
dmn  ista  cudereniori  oblatum*^' 
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BO  meftHs  bf  aseertfliiitiig.  Birt  bis  "ptofMitm^mai 
tBUmaadom  in  tlie  eyes  cf  James.  Aoeecdls;^  the 
visitors  dedared  in  theb  wisdom,  ^  ^lat  tfa^  pcofiis^ 
sion  of  the  Laws  is  no  wajs^ne^essary  at  thk  time 
in  this  university  ;*'  and  the  ela^  was  supj^esied. 
Another  set  of  visitors,  two  yeaxs^  after^  vieiitnred 
to  recommend  the  seeldng  out  of  ^  »  suffieseBt 
learned  person  in  the  JLaws»  mkle  :tondisclMii^e  faim 
both  In  the  ordinary  teadnng  of  that  ^ofesspee  in 
tibe  i^aid  ocdlege,  and  of  the  plaee  and  jnrtsdi<^<m 
of  commissar  within  the  dioeese ;?  hut  the*  jxami^ 
mendation  was  ^  delete  by  his-Majesty's;  speaial  com-^ 
mand  V  Janes  cmmdeiad  himself  as  Taiefaer  of 
jLaws  to  bis  wliok  kingdcnn ;  and,  unquestionably, 
ro3ral  proclamations  were  the  proper  oeimnentaries  on 
statutes  wbich  derived  their  sole  authonty  foam  the 
royal  sanction,  aeccnrding  to  his  faveuiito  dtvi^e^ 
^^us  est  ewp&care  ct^ms  ^t  ooniiBn^w-^M^viBe 
might  have  shared  the  simtie  fate  as  Welwood^  bad 
It  not  been  ^  circuDnstanees  whiob  pressed  the 
fear  of  disnace  into  th<s  service  qf  a  sense  of  Justice. 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  university  a  number 
of  young  men  iram  D^imaric,  Fidaad,  Franee,  audi 
the  Low  Countries,  who  had  been  attracted  to 

•  The  Actia  and  Rccesse  of  the  King's  two  Visitations  of  the 
Univ.  of  St  And*.  In  the  year  1600,  the  king,  out  of  *«  his  frie 
favour  and  clemency  decerned  Mr  Wm  Walwood  to  be  re^jm- 
se&sed  ip  the  lawyers  place  and  profesgioun  in  the  auM  college  of 
SancUndrous*'-^**  upon  bis  givjng  sufficient  bond  and  security 
for  bis  dutiful  hebaviqur  to  his  Mai' V*^  Bat  bis  restitution  did 
not  take  place,  at  lea«t  not  at  that  time*  (His  Maj^sty'^s  Order 
imd  Ijetters,  June  6.  and  Nov.  3. 1600^  ab4  March  91 1611.)  * 


Sbol;knA%  the  fimie  of  Melvflle'a  talents*  Jmim 
uteafiwd'totakeaatep  irbidi  wouidhave  lJ)e  e& 
feet  #£  lowmsg  fak  rapik4^tio&  in  tlie  eyes  of  ^ 
fia»%6  )ket«ti, '  nvlMse  good/opinion  he  wasrlbod  iof 
ctt}tmUaiig^« 

UBuiybe^mentmiedlrare,  that  there  i;«afi  aii^^ 
li)7«di^d8it«tidD  ^  the  iwK^ty  »t  the.uyear  M99« 
On  tliot^e^oacftoiitit  ««fft8  agieiid  diafe.  tii^  j£wni)tes)ru0f 
dieoligjr^iftMuldtliettfe^ored,  ImtfAherdesignaliODS 
tshe^jpymi  tb^the  gtltdimtesri^viHi  Mt^oi  sol^^ 
aiiangeQuint^' '  JMbWBie  n^  Dieasitof  .the 

rjiog  iirto  eSenst  li».  w&9imxmmdalAm  of  the  ibiH 
matmsitxm,hf  tbeaettlenaoiUtofiatlrartb.pple^ 
in  the  New  College^  f. 

WUIe  the  nrntoTiS  wesre  busy  in  iitiposing  swh 
nsgoktifomaaike  university tia  were  di^Mated  by.hia 
Bf^^stf f  the  eoHmaissiimeBS  of  tbe4&€aa»l  Ass^i^dy 
)iad  gi»dfi^  him  by  thdir  proeeedings  against  the 
ministesaof  St  ^ndreivi^  ^  Wallace  was ^lecused  of 
dmfgiiig  SeoretMryLiadtiiy  with  partiality  aad  iiv« 
Justice  in  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  on  Bkekls 
process.  This  nsigbt  ha¥e  beeoa  excuse^,  as  pr oceedt 
ii^^&mn  the  amiablii  feeling  of  symp^y  widi  his 
colleague  ;  and  the  Secretary  professed  his  willing- 
ness to  pass  over  the  offence.  But  |ie  was  incited  to 
prosecute ;  wd  Wallaoe,  Jiaving  declined  the  judg-^ 
taent  of  liie  cominiasiotters,  was  removed  by  their 

♦  MeWleyDiagr,  p.  313.  , 

.  t  Att8  pf  Visit.  99d-J[)iarj|  ut  siipia,.. 
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sentence  froni'St  Andrevrs  \  iQadc  vfa$  ^0moiifsA 
witJiout  any  form  of  process  t;  and  Gcsorge  Gtod^ 
•tames,  mhustei*  of  Axhiikt  in  Ai^UGt»  w^  noD^s^tf- 
ed  as  his  successor  |.  Grladstanes  wis  a  man  twi^ 
pletely  to  his  Majesty's  mind.  He  had  a  c^^mpettot 
portion  of  pedantry,  was  almiidantiy  yaki^glmdus, 
and  at  the  same  time  posseneddtt  the  d^sequi^iiioeflfs 
whid)  is  requisite  in  ooewlui  isto  be  tmi^  tQ  the 
primaey.  Considering  the  ^^fAiii£u^w  id  ^ 
presbytery  and  better  part  of  IJie  congr^c^jt^n^  bits 
admission  to  St  Andr^is  migbt  have  been  attended 
with  d^ieultiei»  had  sot  JaxBm  MelsriQe^  fr^ikn 
amiable  motiTes^  tdien  on  actiiiQ  pKrt  in  fiensuadlng 
the  parties  to  make  a  isixtiie  of  necraBiftyoj^    &$tiii 

*  Mr  Ro.  Wallace  reasoos  of  his  Declinature.  .(MSS.  m 
Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  Rob.  lii.  5. 1.)  Melville's  "Dhry,  fpi  313, 
314.  Spottwood,  448. — On  tfie  lOtIb  of  Deiceffi^r  I^oe,  Mr 
Raheri  Wal|«^  fra«  adaiHM  ^'PlHer  ^f  Tv^nent.  (ilecMtd  ^ f 
Presb.  of  Haddington,  Dec.  8.  1602.)  James  CjUspn  ivas 
translated  from  Pencaitli^nd  to  Tianen^  on  the  9th  of  May  15d^. 
On  the  6th  of  OctobKr  1^02,  a  report  Vfm  made  of  **thB  ^4ettis 
ikTo^  lovkig  brother Jatues  GibBttoe^  of.gnd  mmrbr.**  (Ibi^^j^  . 

t  Spotswood^s  qusr^presentations  pf  t|\is  affair,  are  considered 
in  Note  Ha 

X  He  ^as  at  first  a  Bchoolmdislerin  Mdnt^os^,  stnd  htti'  btfen 
minister  in  Biefveral  pari^es  befere-^  hk  ••tttem^t  «t  Ofltbiviift. 
(  Wodraw'a  Lifb  of  GM^aoea,  ptl.  |i^.  Bibl.  CoU  GJlui.  wo\.  4>,) 
Jt  iTOuldfieem,  from  a  letter  of  IV^elville^  that  Gladstanes  nmriied 
a  daughter  of  John  Dury,  and  consequently  was  brother-in-Ia'w 
to  James  Melville.  For,  tvriting  of  fffae  tfrcfrbi^hop^fl  detff^;  he 
aajs  :  "I  have  pkieoR^biB^yfejflid  diMfenv'if  it  w#i«l|«i;<fr 
good  Jobniie  Duries  mejnory,  whose  simplicity  and  sinceritie  in 
his  lyfe  tjme  condemned  the  worldly  wisdom  in  all  without  ex- 
ception.''   (MSS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  £di&.  M.  6.  9.) 

J  Melville's  Diary,  p.  516. 
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was  admitted  to  the  poriidi  imiiidi  Ghdfftones  had 
left.  I>iiniig  tiie  six  years  that  he  summed  this 
eventf  he  gsinedBiiiversaieslewi  l^  his  ijmrate  om^ 
duct,  and  by  the  affiaetioiuite  and  oentented  q^iiit 
with  which  he  itisdmr^  his  pastx»al  dotieBt  atooiif 
a  simple  peo|)Ie.  He  died^of  an  q)o|dexy,  when  he 
was  ia  theactc^dispensiiig  the  eammiroioa  elements 
to  his  people.  The  dsoomskanoea  &l  his  death  are 
faeautifidly  desra:^bedtnapoem  whkh  MdvSle  cenir 
posed  on  the  death,  idf  hk  fri^wi  *. 

•Havkig  taken,  jirecmitkms  to  peerent  cf^ositioil 
in  those  qxaAen  ^tem  which  it  was.  most  to  he 
dieade^  the  court  dumght  t^t/it<  might  noiir 
sa&fy  comiiienee  its  opaations.  The  eofipmis- 
sioners  of  the  Genial  l/VssanUy,  who  aie  h^icefor- 
ward  to  be  considered  as  moTing  at  the  £^edion  of 
the  King,  gare  in  a  petition  to  the  parliament, 
hdd  in  the  month  ct  Deoanber  1597^  Teqpues^ 
ing  that  the  dhnrch  should  be  admitted  to  a  vote 
in  the  snpreme  council  of  the  nation*  The  oljecr 
tions  which  the  nobility  and  other  membexa  felt  to 
this  measure,  were  ovatome  by  royal  influence. 
It  was  declared  that  {oela^  was  the  third  estate  df 
Ae  kingdmn ;  thati  sudi  pastors  and  miniaEters  as 
htt  Majesty  ^hoidd  i^sniee  to  raiae  to  the  dignity  ^ 
li^sbop,  abbot,  or  odier  prdate,  should  have  as  ccm- 
plete  a  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  parliaiajent  as  tbose 
:taf  tile  ciedestastieflft  estate  iiad  enjoyed  at  any  forma: 
period ;  and  that  bishoprics,  as  they  became  vacant, 

*  See  under  Note  H# 
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AoulA  te  ebnfemd  on  none  but  mtk  a#  were 
qualified*  and  dk|)aKd  to  aet  as  utta&isters  ot  ^reaete- 
ers.  The  spWtiial  p(»#ertobe  exen»aed  b^ 
in  <^e  govasnent  of  the  dittrdii  was  left  by  tUi 
parlianMDt  to  be  agreed  upon  between  hsr  Mi^Elsty 
and  die  General  AssettMy^  vtftthmit  ^^jn^dice^  in 
the  meantime,  to  the  antheifitjr'p^SReaed  >by  the 
several  eodesiaMii^  ji^Ueafttmeo  *.*  Hie  ktst  dause 
has  be^i  aambed  to  the  respeet  i^hidi' tbe  a»ta^tes 
felt  for  the  presbyterian  diaoipHne,  and  their' fear« 
that  ^  this  beg^mtii^  would  "fend*  to  the  xfirertitiroyit 
of  the  established  order  of  the  6h«t^»  whidi  they 
had  sworn  to  ddend  f /*  Such  might  be  the  Views 
really  entertained  by  n^sme  mmbe»'»'Of  padiameiil; 
andth^migfat  be  {irofessed^by  others;  butt i 
firobable  that  the  form  of  the  aet  wds  i^eeable  to  the 
King,  who  was  awaie  of  the  opposition  whish  it 
w<ndd  meet  iwith  from  the  mttisf^rs/ and  knew  that 
it  was  oidy  in  a  gradual  manner,  and  by  greit  art 
and  management,  that  epkeopsiey  eotild  be  iiitro^ 
dueed  into  tbecfat^db. 

The  commksioners-of  the  dmrch  were  anxious 
to  represent  vM^t  they  had 'done  in  the  most 
^TouraUe  light  In  a  drcddar  ktttt  wfakS^thejr  «#" 
dr^sed  to  presbyteries,  desirMg  them'  to  "send  iHcii 
i'epresentatives  to  the  General  Assembly  at  Dnndee 
in  the  month  of  Mareh  follbwmg^  they  t<^k  credit 

to  themsdves  for  having  proenredar  meeting  of  ^^nii 

.'  ■        .   -  .r.  :  '  *  't.  /  ''    V  -  >  ,.  r.     "^  k^ 
*  Act.Pa*l.  Scat.  vol.   iv.  pp.  130,  131. 
t  MS.  Hidtory  of  the  Sefonnation,  by  Mr  John  Forbes,  miDisUr 
4)f  Alford,  p.  19. 
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owrt  s(t  m  eralier  cUy  thm  lnul  bean  i^poiiM^ 
Tii^y<  i^Hdce  of  the  pe^tian  v^mh .  tbey.  had  gire& 
i^to  the  kt^  pairliamffiit  as  amrely  ii  psosecution:  of 
WBikur  petstioQ^  piM^rii^  hy  the  ehmeh;  und  1^ 
WDBmtpdit  with  the  pnm^Bog  of  fixed  stipeods  ibr 
lokustevft  wd  teseoiiig  them  firom  the  poverty  and 
cwt^pt  under  whi^  thfQTrhad  so  ke^  mffered. 
They.dwdt^fii  the  dift^^lty  ii4ii«b  they^  is  otmcart 
yn^Jiis^jMiyesty^  had  £^t  ip  piororiig  ;this  bo(m 
%  th#  chwah ;  iB0ii1»Ofi^^  eare  which  they  had 
taken  that  it  should  be  granted  without  pr^ud^ 
to  thejKflnliliahigd  <N4pHiae^;  apd  sigmfied  that  it 
w«s  tfa^  radlnboe  iSnd  eairoest  wiflb  4^  their  best  fii^^ 
that  li^fff  should  not  bepitiite  U>  acoept  it,  aUhongh 
thor  gi^mt  wm  not  mad^  al^Qther  in  the  fwoi 
which  they  could  have  derdfed^.  These  were  but 
^good  ipfoidsapd  fim:  speeches  to  deceive  the  simple.'^ 
The  comrnmlon^ra  had  no  instructions  firom  l^eir 
ewstjitofSQts  tp  take  any  step  in  this  important 
affiiiiu  iik  is.t^uc  t)wt  the  Geneiial  AsaamUy  had 
often  eomjdained  that  persons  whe  had  no  anthstity 
or  coQunisidim  from  the  church  took  it  upon  them 
to  flit  and  vote  in  parliament  in  her  name ;  and  in 
aopie^mstancas  a.  wisbhad  been  exi^^essed  fay  the 
dimch  that  some  indiidduals  appmnted  by  her  should 
be  i^dvatted  to  a  vcnce  in  such  parliamentary  causes 
as.i^volyed  her  interest;  But  this  was  not  her  de- 
Pwate  and  ^njiniinotts  opinion^  at  least  of  late; 
and  far  less  had  she  agreed  that  these  voters  should 

♦  Printed  Cald.  pp.  413--^. 


126  UFJ^  OF  Annuity^  MBLVILL&; 

&e  itiifljsters  of  ihe  gospel.  Oh  l^e  coatiftry,  ii  i«W 
iJie  decided  qnnioii  df  the  printipal  ministers ^^t 
Idle  parUameiiittfrf  oammissieners  should  be  nMlf^ 
eiders,  <»r  s^h  kymeii  as  the  church  mights  libl^ 
prc^it  to  cimse  ^.  In  fine,  whatever  might  he  the 
Tiews  sf  the  estates,  the  erideiit  o^^  Of  the  Knf 
was,  by  means  <^  <^  mijiiidten^  vc^te  in  {)aii^IiiiniMft, 
to  introduce  episcopacy  into  the  church  $  •  ^alid  il 
requires  the  utmost  rtretch  e(^  dliarity  to  hffket^ 
that  4^  eommisdoners  were  ignotant  ^  his  in- 
tentions. '  .  ,  :  :  :.i 
The  proviueial  syndd  of  !E4fe  met^toon  flftel«  ^ 
4isselutiton  of  parliament  1^  l^tri(&  Muntiy  Wats 
sent  to  it  With  a  letter  fiom  the  Kmg,  in  which  ati 
the  argumentii  which' the  ^sommiM^ners  had  tnedlh 

^  Tbe  only  6rMtkios<tt  frrtt  I  titnrivtooikflt)  #f  the  aiiftiii^ 

r.rliaroent^  is  to  be  found  in  the  Remarks  which  thej  mgde  at 
inlitbgow  on  the  acts  of  the  Parllameiit  1584.  But  there  was 
DO  meeting  of  the  General  Assemhlj  at  that  ttifie  ^  anU  the  dasse 
in  ^^estHMi  irss  Jmertfj  nt  |hr  ii|iti{oOf^0f  P^n^  who  -hsri  hetu  a 
liprd  of  Session^  in  opposition  to  the:  opinion  of  other  nuni^t^, 
and  particularly  of  Melville  and  his  nephew.  Even  io  t^at 
document,  an  alternative  is  proposed :  **  Discreet  commissionefR 
of  the  most  learned,  b#th  in  tlie  la«ii4if  Cod  anil  of  ^le  c6«ft»f, 
beuig  rf  the  Junction  of  tkamimirk,  im  fAfffv  of  the  kwkf^  ju^ 
to  represent  that  estate,  at  whose  mouth  the  laif  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, namely  in  ecclesiastical  matters.*'  (Melville's  Diary, 
p.  171.)  In  October  1581,  the  assembly  agreed  ^*  that  tuidi- 
ing  voting  in  pafliaiiwnt  [and]  assisting  io.  cooMoli,  cmmmb* 
sieners  from  ye  generall  kirk  sould  supplie  ye  place  of  bishops. 
And  as  to  ye  exercing  of  ye  civill  or  crimiuall  jurisdiction  anent 
ye  office  of  BishopSf  ye  heretabill  bailltes  sould  vse  ye  same.'' 
(Bulk  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  lis,  b.) 
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fim>ur  of  the  vote  in  parliamCTt  were  repeated  anj 
a^broecU    The  Impt^esiioii  at  ftrst  produced  by  these 
ropieaeiitatioBs  was  8ood  remiived  by  the  speeches  of 
Ae  morer  judieioua  tnemberisi  of  synod.    James  Mel« 
▼iHe^  to  the  great  dilq^Ieasur^  of  the  King's  commis* 
rimer,  Waited  his  brethiiien  <^  the  consequences  of 
their  giting  thdr  cons6t}t  to  the  proposed  measure. 
Themitiisters  whom  they  sent  to  parUarafent  behov'* 
ed»  he  contended,  to  h^  bishops,  else  they  could  not 
vote  aeccmling  to  the  late  act ;  and  what  was  this 
but  to  begin  to  rebuild  what  they  had  taken  so 
much  pains  and  time  to  pull  down  ?  His  uncle 
feUowed^en  the  same  code.    As  be  was  proceeding 
is  his  uMal  style  of  vehement  oratory,  he  was  in« 
terrii^ted  by  ThoAias  Eudianan,  who  told  him,  ^at 
hehadn^  dght  to  take  part  in  the  discussion.     ^'  It 
was  my  prtiViii(5e  (replied  Melville)  to  resolve  ques- 
tions "from  tiie  word  of  God,  and  to  reason,  vote, 
and  ntoderate  in  the  assemblies  of  the  church,  when 
yours  was  to  teaeh  grammar  rules:''  a  retort  which 
WM  fiftucb  rushed  by  ibe  members  of  synod,  who 
wete  ofifended  at  the  late  tergiversation  of  Buchan- 
an, and  at  his  rude  interruption  on  the  present 
oeearic^.     A  disposition  to  defend  their  constitution 
agiuiSBit  the  danger  to  which  it  was  exposed  now 
pervaded  the  whole  assembly.    The  venerable  Fer- 
guson adverted  to  the  early  period  at  which  the 
evils  of  episcopacy  had  been  discovered  in  Scotland  ^ 
he  narrated  the  means  which  had  been  used,  front 
pulpits  and  in  assemblies,  to  expel  it  completely 
from  the  church ;  and  having  compared  the  project 


iiaw-on  foot  to.tbe  ajrtifiee  hy  whidii  ike  G^mk^ 
after  a  fruitlefus  &k|^  of  immy  yeiMrs,  sucoe^ded 
at  last  in  taking  Trojr,  he  CMdi^ed  by  addi^Mh 
ing  bis  bi^tbren  in  ^  language  of  tbe  PiM^ba 
propbetessy  '^  £$fiio  ne  cr^Ue,  Teuark'*  Pimdr 
son,  whose  zeal  had  prompted  him  to  attwd  this 
meeting,  i^ewed  that  the  purtiaiiieiitary  voter  wm 
a  bishop  in  du9giiise»  and  cjntehiag  ent^Duasm  fm^ 
the  speech  of  his  aged  broths,  ^K^med>,  ^^  £U$^S* 
hudc^busk  Mm  as  hwmiUe  as  ye  ecm^  nmd  fskk 
him  in  asJmrUe,  as  yewillrim  see  km  ^mll  emmtsih 
we  see  the  horns  ^his  mitre  f."     *       ;     •         i 

I  would  not  giv^  a  faithftd  picture  ^  1^  SMti^ 
nients  of  the  age  and  of  the  state,  of  ^puUlo  &elhi|^i 
if  I  passed  over  altogether  the  kofressMm  made  <m 
the  public  mind  by  two  extoaordiufy  plMnmUNH 
which  occurred  at  this  time.  In  die  mofttfa  of  July 
15979  a  smart  shock  of  an  eartbqpuike  was  &ltin  tlw 
north  of  Scotlaid,  which  extended  through  FeriliN 
shire»  Atbol,  Bmidalban,  and  Ross;  and  in  ^ 
February  following  there  was  a  gf^tecUpse  t£  ,tbe 
sun;  Both  of  these  occurrences  were4e^!nedp(»ta&^ 
tous,  even  by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  their 
natural  causes*  and  viewed  as  prognodticating  a  dis- 
astrous revolution  which  should  shake  the  constitu- 
tion and  obscure  the  glory  of  the  dbui^.  James 
Melville  gives  the  following  account  of  the  Ia$t  of 
these  appearances :  *^  In  the  month  of  February 
(1598),  upon  the  25th  day»  being  the  Satiurday^ 

*Dre8s.  f  Melville'f  Diary,  p.  526—7. 
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betwhrt  i^ne  and  tm  hows  beftre  oon,  a  nott 
fejuffid  «id  0Qiu|ikwms  edipae  of  the  sun  h^gati 
irideb  oontinued  about  two  hours  qiaoe«  The 
Kpbofe  free  <^  the  sun  seemed  to  be  darkness  aa4 
enveved  about  half  a  quarter  o{  tax  hour,  so  that 
Bi»e«Q«dd  see  to  read  upon  a  book ;  the  stars  apr 
pearadia  the  ftrnMonent^  and  the  sea^  hmd^  md  ak>, 
wm  soratykd  andrtttcken  dead,  as  it  weie,  that^ 
throai^  astomshment  herds,  fiitniUes,  men  and 
iniDwn^  were  prostcate  to  the  ground.  Myself  knew, 
outof  the  ]^ihemeride8  and  Almanack,  the  day  and 
hour  thereof,  and  abo,  by  natural  philosojj^y,  the 
esoR^  «Bd  set  myadf  to  note  the  ]NX)fieedii^  tberec^ 
]]i4k  baaoa  of  water  jmssed  with  ink,  thinking  the 
water : but. 49omafton.  'Snt.w^beft  it  came  ta  the 
ntrmily  of  i^ukiieH^aiidmysight  le^taU  the  suut 
I  was  atnckeQ  with  sudiiheaTiness  and  &ar  ijiat  I 
had  BO  sofiigs  bat :  pmslmte  oii  my  knees,  eommendr 
ed:  mjrscif *M  God  and  aied  msmy^  This  wm^ 
«haif[iit%  aH  the  wise  and  godly,  rery  piodi|p4Wii} 
so  that  fim  pnlj^teand  by  wiili]^  bo^ 
mam;:Bdaa6mkkmfym9fg^^  the  minii^rs  to 
beibuBe  thatJthe  changeable  f^tering  shew,  of  tl^ 
waddsbouUnol^  in  betwiJU  th^sm  and  Christ  V 

-  t^Hist.  or:tbi.Declwbig  Age  of  Oie  Cbucb,  p^  8.  In  Ut 
Ilti|E]f  i^^e  hif  given  a'sknUv  acoonnt  of  the  eolipte  ^  vbicb  m  one 
ofibe  inlernal  marks  of  the  two  bUtories  being  written  bj  tbe 
.same  anCbor.  **  I  was  DOt  ignorant,  (says  be)  of  the  natural  caobO 
]f*6^*aiid  yet  when  ft  cam  to  the'amazfiill  ugUe  alriche  flarkoee  I 
was  cast  on  my  kniet,  and  m  j  hart  alroaist  fealled/'  The  verses 
Vbich  be  composed  on  this  occasiop  are  in  Diary,  p.  320^  The 
VOL.  11.  I 
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iil1&e|mN9pei^of  tke  eusagmg  GemgA  Ammir* 
Vfyr  MelvUle  felt  the  mikmud  atoftha  m  whftAt  Jbe 
IvM  plaoed'  by  tli^  restiicftUm  infosed  mi  \am  afe  tfcg^ 
lai^  irigitatioii  a#  the  voitemty.    He  dad  Btt,  bew^ 
i^r»  h^sibite  in  sewdviog  to  tial»  hiSiappcMraiuiii^ 
irvliaMwF  it  might  e^st^  Imn.    Had  he  ac^  0thei^ 
iirise  ftt  8ueh  a  cfiaia,  he  wtnild  hmre  hetngred  i^ 
rights^ the chwcb,  md fufiEstadihe hmom  whkh 
he  had  aeqio^ed  by  hi«  eiertims  in  ^e  eatijUMl- 
UMitof  f^e  prei^byteciaii  coostitBtiM.    Whe»  hia 
mmemm  meiitkaMd,  at  the  eaUmg^of  tba  biU  in  the 
h^mS^  of  tins  aMemUy,  hkMigert|!  ^udlenged  it, 
and  aaid  tliat  he  imdd  not  agree  te  theiidHaamntaf 
Me  miien^  he  had^rertrieted  &<»  atteodiag^ftekimdi 
iBoiirfSi  MdviBeMbided his  right.    HidMajeatjr'f 
]li^ilHtim^  he  8fla4  ndg^  extmd to  hia  fh^ae. nd 
emektnentB  In  the  wAmaiky^  bat^onU  net  afieci 
l^  deetand  eAee,  viMi  mm  eodenafltmli  he  had 
U-  eratnifldotf  ^ftwt  Ida  psedbyfeery,  and  waateaelvedt 
ftrhiapai«»]ii»tt(>betaiyife    DavidaQasfifikeeiithe 
mke^Mbf  and  femtdei  the  Kis^  that  hm  waa.p^ 
iesAM  a  Chriatianr  attd  wt  aaprandnief  tha  aa- 
nembfy.    lantes  attMipted  a^  nply  to  Jthu,  bn*  had 
ieeowse  tot^eidtinuitei^easonxif  kingB^hyded«r* 
ing  that  he  woold  allow  no  1»i»ne8s  to  be  transacted 
witil  ha  will  was  coasted  mth*    Mfdidlle  aeeotd* 
ingly  retired ;  but  not  until  he  had,  as  usnal,  Iniefly 
but  nervously  declared  his  sentiments  on  the  lead- 
ing business  which  was  to  engage  the  attention  of 

more  poetio^  detcuptiott  of.  hU  uncle  may  be  seen  in  Deliti# 
FoctScot.il.  120.;^  / 
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ibe  naKaoAif.  Heirisooinai^M  toccmfiiieiuQi* 
adftoMslod^ngs;  but  no  sooner  wash  understobd 
ibftt  his  bifthien  n^^med  to  liiin^  tban  a  chttge 
was  given  to  him  uA  his  colleagtte^  Jonston^  t^ 
fut  Dimdee  instancy,  under  ibe  pain  of  rebdtioat 
DaridMn  oomphaned  of  this  pext  dny  in  the  aiseiiK 
Uy ;  awl  another  mraiher  *  boVtty  MMTtad  that  the 
Mitiietnm  laid  on  the  nmYecsity^  and  the  intotdin* 
ikm  B0W  giv€9iy  proaeeded  fimn  the  dread  wUfljl  the 
court  had  of  MetvilWs  leoamg.  '' I  willnot^ieir 
one  woid  on  that  he^"  silid  his  Mi^esty  twieaiv 
thtteo*  ^^  Tkm  V9e  mnst  emTe  hdf  of  him  that 
wOl  hear  na,^  replied  Davidsonf.  The  highaifc 
eaflsn^ttm  ftop  die  month  of  Jiimes  eonld  not  have 
dt^BO'lndf  so  milMifa  h^mcmr  to  >|^v^ 
tqfl^milt  of  Jiivi  did.  He  had  proenred  ^  i^Ha- 
miaitify  statiplem  f^vmntid  the  measnre  whidb  ha 
wisfaf4to4Miy;  hohoMrdiat  agr^itpart  of  4« 
eUaifaatofl4pM^tosqpp(»tHfay  the  vote  whioli 
^i^had^g^veninfiarliaiMiit;  hehadthe  eimmkh 
mmm  ^  fheehvcli  at  hi«  bae)c;  and  he  hid 
Itfl^tnpatraiqed  band  of  voters  fiioin  the  €9t^ 
tifin^tes  of  the  9orth.  And  yet,  wi&  aU  ihasi 
elli^anteges  on  his  side,  he  dreaded  to  faring  ftrwrd 
hiir'ii^o^laii,  cf  to  submit  it  to  discussion,  as  long  «i 
M^^Ile  )rpmained  in  die  bopN^  w  even  mtUn  tib* 

*  This  was  Joho  Kaox,  siiaiater  of  Melrose,  who  wm  a  aoti 
>f  William  Knox  minister  of  Cockpen,  the  brother  of  the  Be* 

former. 
.     t  Mtlnlle^t  Diary,  SSO.  Cald.  v.  908-^.  Woodrow't  Life  ej( 

Anditw  Melville,  p.  7S.  MSS.  vol.  i.  in  ^iU*  Col).  Glas. 
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preciticts  of  the  cMy,  in  which  the  assefirtfly-was^ 

'■  After  ft  week  i^ent  in  isecret  mA  public  manage^ 
Hient)  dnrin^  which  the  compMnIs  giVeri  in  from 
dtflSsreiit  qualDa^  {tg^nst  the  commissiona^s  were 
got  fctiried^  the  main  business  wfts  at  last  introduced 
by  a  spieech  fronf  the  ttodne.  Hiisr  Majesty  dwelt 
e&  the  impottant  services  which  he  had  d<ni&f« 
^  (iturch,  by  estaUidhing  her  discipline,  pres^rvfbg 
her  peaeer  and  ehde&vouiing  Mb  recover*  her  pafH- 
ilumy,  whidh  would  never  be  ftilly  efltected  unleisil 
1^  measure  whkh  he  wacr  about  to  propose  wito 
adopted.  He  solemnly  and  repeatecHy  piN)fested, 
(with  what  tenth  it  is  now  limieeessary  to  sa^yt^  hief 
had  no  intention  to  introduce  dther  Popish  or 
Angiieaii  bishops,  but  that  his  sole  ot>ject  was  thdt 
Mme  of  the  best  and  wisest^  the  miaigfary,  chosen 
by  the  Genef^l  A8lieM)ly;Mdlould  have  ^  pliide  in 
die  privy  coUndland  parliament,-  to  sit  in  judgment 
ofi'th^  crwn  alTaira^  aiid  not  to  standi  as  they  Imd 
^Mloftg  stood;  at  the  ddb^,  like  p(^  supp^nli^ 
cBsregarded  md^eipised.  Bruce,  Davidi96n,  Aiydi 
#ttnis  Melv^e^  atad  John  Caltaldiael  were  lite 
<ShSisfspMkers  against  the  vote  in  parltamentf 
Iltmt,  B^iiftfian,  and  Gladstanes,  ib  liUpport  of  It 
%%e  latter  had  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  King, 
who  was  always  ready  to  interfere  in  the  debate. 
Gladstanes  having  pleaded  the  powef  which  the 
priests  had  among  the  ancient  Romans  "  in  rogandu 
etjtrendts  Uffkmr  Davidsttn  ceplied^  that  in  Rome 


XH?35  OP  ANDREW  MELVILl*-  138 

the  pdMto  v^re  0Q08ulted»  but  bidiio  Tote.ui  soaking 
laws :  '^  prtBsentibus  sacerdotihm  e^  iiKfrnna  eapM- 
4mt^mw  *ed  mm  Jhfgr^gm  hahmOibm:'  V  Where 
hm^jetkxt?''  uknAiibeKmg.  'anT^uaLivini^ 
iiid  BafidflaD.  '^  Oh !  we  yw  .ping  thea  fmm 
the  ScriptnoM  to  Titeis  linus?"  exchanrail  fats 
Miye^*  Xhete  weto  .flatterers  pnesent,  w1k>  ap- 
I^bidfld  tJw  tvntehed  inittiran;  mA  they  were 
encmiiiged  to  iMgh.at  t^  aid  mmp  who  pvsMil 
hia  aigMnieDt  witih  eqttal  dumgasd  of  the  pnenHtiaB 
of  Ja«i«8«  ond  the  rudeneaa,  of  his  mimwi.  The 
iinestioii  bnngfeaUod  for»^  it  vms  deeided  hy  a  »»* 
jority  (^  ten  votes*,  ^'  that  it  was  necessary  and 
expidieiit  &rthe  weal  of  the  diiindi,  that  the  minia^ 
try,  w  the  third  state  of  this  reahn,  dumld  in  ^e 
name  of  the  chur(^  have  ^  vote  in  p^rli^menf 
The  meaaxuE  was  ^anrifid  <^efiy  by  the  votes  of  the 
eldorts,  and  it  was  mfed  by  the  minority  that  a 
number  a£  them  had  np  conunission;  but  the  do* 
jBmA  of  a  icEntiny  waa  reinat<^  iPayidso^i,  who 
had  refused  to  take  part  in  the  vote,  giavoin  a  pio* 
test  against  this  decision,  ^  agaimst  all  the  pro^ 
cee^W^gs^pf  this^  the  twp  preceding  as3emUiea» 

vsjfm  the  ground  of  thdr  not  being  fiee  asaemUieit 
but  overawed  by  the  King,  and  restricted  in  their 
dueapdvwt^dpnyileges.    Hiaprotept  was  refused^ 

•  «<Mr(»lbertB«d]rled  thefiiv,  a  draoksn  Orknay  m% 
and  the  grailtMt  number  foUowit,  all  for  the  bodie  hot  [withou^O 
m^4»f  the sfitiL''  (Mclviae^s  Diafy,  ^  SSQ.) 
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8Dd Jm  w«i  prarimited  ibr  it  liefbie  his  piMbjtei^ 
at  tlie  Kiiig^  institioe^ 

tm  AmM  W  cho«i^  ta  rqaraimit  tiie  drank, 
mxorimg  to  tlie  uticieal  number  4j£  t)ie  Usk^ 
abbMs,  aad  fniarB ;  aiicl  that  their  dcction  shocdd 
bdkmg  partly  to  the  Kbg  aiid  parti  J  to  tbeiiiiudi. 
The  oDurt  presented  a  series  of  resdutwds  laspeet- 
img  the  mamier  rf  eleetiog  the  voteis,  the  dumtion 
of  thek  ooiimii«eti,  tfa^ir  BiHHWi,  tiiek^i^^ 
the  restmtKMis  neeessjNry  to  pn^reAt  tbep  firoin 
dbvising  their  powers.    ijBut  the  pceppMi  o£  dwm 

*  8fo(nnMil,iiEii9  iemMoeseveif  #f|MrteaI^  of  i|w«Ui^  di»- 
fwpeplfiillj  of  DaTidtOD,  bat  mtvaoped  a  number  of  assertjofis 
respectiog  his  conduct  on  tbe  present  occasion,  all  of  ifbicb  it 
itrould  be  easy  to  refate*  Among  others  he  says :  '^  Ae  bimseff, 
m  bif  emtom  was  w^n  be  made  ianj  aoek  troebte,  fid  a^ti^t 
«iid  lorbed  a  wb3e,  till  bis  p^aqe  waa  anj^p  mjadis.^^  (HiaL  p. 
452*)  It  \»  yerj  easy  for  a  time-serving  priest i  Mrho,  bj  bis  tame 
compliances,  can  always  secure  himself  against  falling  into  danger, 
totalktbns  of  a  man,  fromnHioserdbuke  be  more  tba#oiMabniiik| 
and  u»  aiOMp  iini  oCeonrailice  romif  be«ais»  .b#  iad  fjro»  tbe 
laiirlesf  nig^  of  a  despot*  B|it  it  \a  false  that  Dfividson  ekbof 
fled  or  concealed  himself  at  this  time.  On  the  22d  of  March 
)597^,  immediately  kfter  the  rising  of  th(6  Generil  Aisanbt^; 
liord  T^ngtaad-iriid  Pyrid  JtetfU  of  <^»iM«sy  m*i<ll  tffmM 
Mat  ^  ^tfitk^iiiripf  UtMimt^^  and  ^am  ia  i^  6f  nspUt^t 
from  tbe  King,  against  bim/  Being  suipmoned  to  attend  next 
mieeting,  Davidson  appeared  before  tbe  piesbytery  at  Haddiogtooa 
^  die  2^tb  6f  ttarcht  On  the  jMi  ^  ApviT,  it  tralrirftoslied  to 
tl)ie  presbytery,  that  he  was  **  Hayk  be  ana  hotyie  ftver/*  and  on 
«0  i9etft\mkmMii**^tftMiiltiknm  Ma  i«* 

ieoiflmlsitliiliereoetiseWitidl  Itfdieir doaling  in  ibis  uat^r  fill  y^ 
sa^l  Mr  Jobne  at  Ae  fkkM^  ^  Gbd  siild  be  nitariC  t»  bis 
healtL''  (Record  of  FrasbyUry  of  Haddiogton,)  * 
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ing,  from  the  fading  that  begifft  te  be  dlapl^ed^ 
tiiat  bewotM  kie  th^gtoufid  ivlttdh  be  bad  abeady 
gidMd,^dajeilr  H  |»udnt  to  put;  off  1^^ 
itiiaa  tber^bre  q^mted^  that  tiie  pretbgrtcoMi 
jheuld  imnwdiately  talce  the  sulgeet  under /CQq^ 
OMkritiim;  liat  tl^  ^oold  teport  tlmr  Oj^iooa 
t9iksm  respeettve  pionDoiid  aymda ;  imdihat  each 
ifMdMduRikl  nottkatd  Atee  ddqgalai,  n^  al^ig 
ir^4ite4iin]egnjal  ptx^na^  hokl  a  cqJm 

mce,  in  thepiBaeMe  of  Im  Mi^etty^  on  Ae  p(Hpto 
adaiibtbe^iiBanfa^  .Jf.W 

W€tejmaBiiiioii8»42ier6iotiftioBSto  wh^  theypamf 
iiroe4o be  fimdiif  Aot^  the  wh^  wmi^  itanto  be 
re&ned  to  iho  next  Gefieral  Am^mlAy  \ 

The  xtmABtkitm  m  all  the  doutbem.liresbytenes 
aMbiyM^efineed ihe  groateatjeatoiiy  of ^piiBeopacy, 
and  a  dttpodtkia  to  ocmfiite  tbe  pow«ira  ci  the  vot^ 
m  par Hmnent  moj^in  tlie  narrowest  poisible  bounds. 
Yat»;ffi«ttete  were  aeefaftily  oondwted  by  th^  agents 
cf  tbecchiTt,  w  eoMert  «th  aa^<^  tiie  ministen  aa 
imre  aed*etly  in  ^eir  interest^  (tot  tjie  delegates 
iiumea  finr  the  otafarteoe  wste^  in.  aevetid  instanoei^ 
fif  ejqpoiite  inem  te  thoeetef  tbeif  eoMtituentsf. 
Pttcbiting  this,  diiiipi^itovliy  0f  thfe  whole  sohem^ 

•  Baiktf tfe^fWf.£M^ft  ia0~l92.  CabL  t. SQl— S^^ 
MdvUle*8  Diaij,  pp.  aS9,  890.  AaiL  hif  His^ry  of  the  Oeclia? 
'^S  Age,  pp.  13-^18,  SpoUwood,  pp.  450— i52.  ]. 

t  Record  of  the  Preshjtery  of  Edinburgh^  May  SO.  1598. 
Bee  of  PmtBcml  Synod  of  Lolbkio,  Jaao  ISM.  MelnUe's 
IXaryy  pp.  SS0Mi4. 
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aiid  oram<ftd  that  iMiiaErtn^^  fm^^ai^  H 

^la  isMung  m  die  6SteMbhmciit.  of  O|HflC0piwy> . 
tb«ce  were  indivvbuik  wfa^  tlKingftt  it  etfwtito 
irtfttid  aloofr  imd  to  take  no  psrt  ui  the  sjthmlM^ 
note  aemmgements.  Aiinitig.theie.fms  Jatoes  Heir 
ville.  But  kit  pnele  wBS'of  a  di&rent  mimL  He 
"^^  (jiiut^  a^are  «f  ike  j^otiejr  whieh  pianii^  Hm 
to  tidce  part  in  |ptiviU;e'atidextra«judiJBidl  Mmtenmsm 
^M\e  ke  remained  eitekflbd  fisA  l^puUii!.  omcmi 
%^eB,  itL  wkkh'tke  points  in  debate  were  to  be  idtb 
matdy  and  autbcnitatively  detaenmiedv  But  h» 
deemed  it  of  conaequence  t<>  eMoilrage  kia  bretiuren 
hj  kia  preaenees  and  to  intebrpose  wery  obataideiii  tke 
way  o[  tke  aoeomplkkixiait  of  a  meamvs  minena  Jto 
tke  cburcbi  AooofdiBgly,  ke  gave  faitkfiil  ^ritoid* 
anee  on  all  tke  mee^g^^  of  tko  coafegence^ 

Tkeivault  4f  tke  $rst  neeting,  keklat  Falfekm^ 
was  so  dissatisfaetory  ta  tke  King,  l^at  ke  pror^ued 
tke  General  A^Hetiikly  wkick  kad  be^i  appainted  to 
meet  at  Abes^ft  in  July  IdSft*.  Otkw  meetly 
werekeld;  knttkeywea^eebiefiyoorapiedinidesidtory 
conver8ati6n,  ot*  in  attem^ta  to  lull  aaleep^tbe  most 
vigilant  of  tke  diurc^'a  gnaBdiana  by  artfiii  piofiaa* 
sions,  and  proposala  for  removing,  wkat  \rare  eaUei» 
linreason^le  and  m^naded  jcidoiMieat.  Mdville 
took  a  leading  part  in  an  interesting  debate  wkick  oc- 
curred in  Neveinber  16MK  at  ai  meeltiigof  tke  baetb- 
ren  of  tke  conference^  anii  df  tke  principal  ministers 

t  Cald.  V.  S71.    Melville's  Hist,  of  the  DediaMjg  Ajfe,^J9, 
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froiiifca^fdifibreiit  quarters  of  tile  eountry^  cdnirened 
ty  t*yal  Biigsives  in  the  palace  of  Holyrobdhonse 
Tiief^i^iief  desigii  of  calling  this  meeting  appeam 
to^ib?€  l^eo/tdlaflcaettaisi  tiie  arguments  which  werfe 
to  be  Bced-HK^ppdaiSon  to  the  vote  in  parliament, 
dttt  the  cc»#t«patty  m%ht  be  prepiired  to  meet 
tluem  hi;  the  Btxt  Generd  Assenifaljr.  In  opting 
de^ttmfetmc^  the  King  i^tn&eAi  ^u^  iU  wei^  at 
y^bM^totesmon  bo^  mi  the  pdnts  tii^hieh  had  been 
determined,  and  cm  those  wfai^  had  heeir  left  under 
cided,  at  last  asscmUy ;  buttimt  meh  as  refused, 
to  stiate  their  cftjecAions  at  j^^esent  should  for- 
feit th^r  right  to 'briBg  them  tormad  at  a  sub^ 
seqtMWt  period*  The  lawfv^iess  of  mintelers  dttiBg 
id  parBament  came  first  undto  discussion;  And 
here  the  ^elNrtetuiMd  chiefly  on  the  question.  Is 
it  eonsiirtent  i^hthe  ni^ure  of  their  office^  its  duties, 
aad  tiie  directions  of  ^riptore  sixmt  it,  for  minis- 
tersMof  tho'gospel  to  undertake  a  &nl  -function  ? 

By  those  rfba  maintained  the  MtmtAive  it  was 
watgo^  That,  as'  tbe  gospel  does  not  dertroy  civil 
pdiisry,  so  it  do^  not  hinder  aay  of  those  who  pro- 
tern  it  from  ciBdm^^iag  pditaeal  duties!  That 
idim^mioistds  ire  esDsloined  ^^not  to  entangie*1hem- 
fishr«gwi^  tie  affiurs  <tf<this  life,**  tliey  ore  not  pro- 
hiMted  from  ^sehnging  eivil  offices  atiy  more  than 
tlie  dutkii  of^'Uatand  eoenomy  alkl  douKesttc  life: 
'IRnittbareaie  approved  examples  in  Scripture  of 
sacml  and  dvil  i^ces  being  united  in  the  same  per- 
amt:  That  ministers  svare  as  mwli  dktraeted  from 
tfie  duties  of  their  offico  by  the  vitttation  of  churchef 
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and  waiting  on  meetings  £nr  &big  stipends,  as  Aejr 
wotdd  be  by  sitting  in  psrlialMntft  and  oanveiitiGns 
of  estates:  That  it  Has  allowed  bjr  all  that  minkh 
tefs  might  wait  on  his  Majesty  and  giire  ham  thek 
advice  in  matteia  dilate:  That  as  free  men  and 
citiiem,  minirters  were  entiitkd  to  he  represented 
as  well  as  the  other  orders  in  the  slate:  Thai  ^e 
Genend  AsaBmblyhaddftea  eraveda  votein  {moe^ 
Uament :  And  that  eodesiastud  peisons  Ind  sat 
in  tlat  ooisrt  since  the  Refinmatko* 

In  the  n^atire  it  was  argned :  Tluk;,  tlmi^ 
die  ^wpel  by  no  means  dmiar^B  eifvil  poKcy^  yist  M 
poiitkal  laws  whiA  are  inoonsistMt  .witii.it^  or 
idbich  intcrfiBre  wkh  any  of  its  iastitntions,  mm  mt- 
lawfbl:  That  iSke  dnties  of  natsund  md  domestic 
economy  are  altogether  different  from  diose  wfaidt 
bdoag  to  pnUic  offieea  in  aacielrjr :  TfaA  when  the 
a]>ostle  profaabtts  ministezs  friom  ^entanglsng  thena- 
jselves  with  the.affidrs  of  tins  life«"  he  pits  his  meaii- 
ing  out  of  dbnbt  by  referring;  as  an  ittnstsatioii,  to 
tike  erae  of  a  sddier,  w3io  must  leoonmae  and  jwoid 
aB  wcMrldly  ooenpMioBS,  tihsi;  he  may  devdte  bimadf 
to  the  military  fi£^  and  eaiinA¥  pleaae  and  ohejr 
hffi  eommandor :  That  the  ddtits  ^  tiie  tehnqtefisi 
affice  are  so  great  Hsbd  maltifUid,  aai  >tlte  ii^ato* 
|kma  toecmstant^nd  itaminitted.^yj%^  iat  ^i- 
jeharging  diem  sonnnmnoits^  a^ademi^aad so  m^ 
:ent,  that  no  minkter  who  is  dnly^  impress^  iMk 
'thcifse  wiU  accept  of  another  lu];^i(Jn  \whidi  mist 
a^gross  nra&  of  his  tiase  aad  attontiim  ;  wtA  tthst 
it  is  czkninal  to  throw  iemptalbns  tO;dm^«ft  hb 
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way :  That  the  tmion  of  sacred  imd  4vil  6fti&^  ia 
oertatn  individuals  mentiotied  in  Sciri^ate  ivtte  '€i^ 
traordiniiry  and  ty{^l ;  and  Ithto  die  J^wiiift  ^ 
^  vms  estalilitlied,  these  offie^  ^^rere  4^&tii{l^ 
and  ocmld  not  be  Is^Uy  ^sehbig«d  by  ^t^  wim 
-pemms :  That  tiie  odotiidonri  ^sitiliM  <tf  dtin^^tt 
igaptftof  ^  ininisteiialiiinot^:  l*hfttifmi. 
Bistara  afe  ^ittirted  ftotn  their  paitotdl4my  by  eom- 
sdssiens  &ut  fixing  btif^ends,  thi^  id  owhig  to  ^i  '^ 
feet  in  the  estAbliihnient,  which  t^ey^  had  kmg  bwi- 
jdakied  of^  and  &r  which  ^  magistrates  aiad  th^ 
§oAb  must  answer :  ^hat  mtttisteins,  as  sueh^  tb  not 
ftm  an  order  in  ike  state,  and  that  &i  €ittten#  th^ 
are  fe]^resented  al<mg  with  others  by  the  eMinil*- 
aioncM  <^  shii^eis  and  binglis :  ThM  H  the  Kitag 
ted  estates  entrust  ministet^  with  1^  cttri^  ^ 
tiuBlradids,  ^  latter  may  surdy  give  <^!iedlt  4»  die 
leriii^  in  what  relates  to  their  bodiies:  Tl^lt  no 
Genend  Assembly,  before  the  laeit  one,  had  ever 
craved  a  vole  for  ministers  in  paritamtot :  AtA 
H^^  c^er  dnoe  iite  ohiin^  had  eondemned  ^pisoo- 
facy,  idle  hftd  oljeeted  to  l^hops  aidd  other  persons 
catted  eddesiastical,  sitteg  in  the  sup:«me  court  Af 
ttfe^fialibli* 

Ob  tUa  pirt  of  Oie^batk,  Melv^  dtedin^  the 
VSUkmy  of  tibe  gradual  btei^Bng  of  eedeidai^etf  a<id 
cbE  jitfiidictkm  under  the  paplu^*  by  mkns  ^ 
JriWdi  the  itiKbabPMtiff  became  it  laM  M  filrttdd- 
me,  iMtecd  htn^stf  with  the  tWo  awoHk,  tfaibpl<^ 
Ml  pfinees,  and  thmsftned  drowns  Md  kittgdoitift  Ik 
}a$  tieaiire.     ''tliit  liwd  <ltt&d  lifer  i^dffeittilig 


140  LIFE  or  ANI»Et;EW  MEIiVILIiE. 

Jamea)  that  you  do  not  set  up  t)io0e  who  iball  ^sast 
yen  Of  your  stteoesagrs  dnim.''       ' 

Tbe  second  queirticm  wbieh  was  txotigbt  JKrwaEd  re* 
latedto  thedurati0iiof^oi|e&    TheeouTtpinty 
w^;^  aiudout  ^iQi  the  idleneal  voto:  should  hd4  bk 
|tIaoeiifi?t;itapii^^c^|NiEi^^*  tlMflrc^pweiit^  iuaated 
that  d)e  plaee  shoulil  ^  fiUed  by  Mnual  ofoctloD. 
The  filmier  aigoidi  Tba|  uo  mm^  would  n^bnit  to 
^  troiribk  And  eaqpe^se  jtb«t  iqufit  be  in^i^red,  if  bk 
emti^u«iice  ^  oftce' wa^  pifcnuatfui^  o?  Umitod  te  a 
aii^e  year  or  a  ringk  parliate^it  {  wd  that  witbiu 
rach  a  fkatt  penod  pfer8«i$  )xi|i|d  ufMii^  agfjpike 
tbe  kuowkd^  <^  law»  nor  biii^  any  buiine^a  wbi^ 
*  ike  duirdb  wMf^t  ii^^st  tP^dma  to  » lensinitim. 
It  wag  replied  by  tberktler^  IsJmA  t^y  weise  at  ^^ 
aeut  deliberatii^  pn  what  was  ^r  the  ^^  of  tbe 
dMnb  and  cwimoiiwealtb>  and'iMit  ou  wbf^  saJf^ 
be  agreeable  kht  pfofi1id)le  to  individuals;^  that  % 
oo^^uing  IP  tbe  employai^it  nuuisters  Mnuld  .a^ 
quire  more  Imowledge^  the  h^^d  mmg  but  lens 
of  those  1^  God,  m^e  ac^H^utiuee  with  the  wiks 
of  worldly  pofiey,  md  hm  witb  die^iueerity  of  th^ 
wisdma  whidb  is  froiaabove;  and  tb^t4be  Gc^eMa:^! 
Ass^nbly  was  more  eapaUe  of  atteudiog  .ti«  4J^  real 
iutemasts  ^  tlie  clrarcb  ibm  &  ^  vnm,  who^  if  i^ 
jud|;»i€9it  ui^t  be  f<»rmed  fnm  experifil^y'  would 
be  cbieiy  0e^]|^ed,in  sem^ug  their  owu  w^}tb 
»ud  aggwi^fi^weut    Tbe,^pftfiiUcpi|«eq)|€^ee9  i^ 
their  wntilii^ug  m  offibe  diuriiiB  11^  fxr.  good  be* 
h»frio|]^w««^i«^ist^d^ou^:|^:)ealilei^     It.n^ould^^ 
s^sulitiie  ^f^rmndsiiftvw^i^  indium 
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B^leet^  of  the  d^ies  of  their  actual  fimetidQ ; 
it  woold^  in  spite  of  all  ca^eats^  gradually  n^se  thesjt 
tomfejAmty  mer  thar  bretfarra^  and  make  Aem 
loAe^pemBeat^e^^  aldumgh  the  cfaujrch 

dKmid  depose  them  for  iisprop^  conduct,  yet  if  they 
kqqp^ied  to  please  bb  Majesty,  he  would  maintahi 
than  te'theip^ace  by  Im  royal  autibority  or  by  fak 
iBflueBce-an  tfa«  Gieiimd  AMtiemUy;  and  being  se^ 
eofed  in  i&ebl<»rdships  and  lifings  they  would  seek 
ta  rewage  ^ir  foarrel,  by  doing  injuries  to  like 
dmrefaoKlndltidualff  of  diek  bretfarai.  ^*  Ther^  ia 
Biiirai^'^  said  the  King^  '^but  you  will  all  prove  true 
eimigh'to  your  araft*"^  ^*  QoA  inake  us  «11  true 
eMugk  ta  Christ,''  replied  Melville.--^''  Tbtate  is 
natlmig  80^ gkwd  but  it  niay  be  suspected;  indthul 
jmi^becoate&twitbBothing.'^  ''Wedoiibtth# 
gwfaesa  of  tlie>iiring^  and  haver  but  toonnwh  xMson 
|B:sMpect  its  anl.''^''  His  Mi^festy  and  the  pori&M 
MAf;i«iii'ii#t  aiiib»titbe  voters  odierwiselhan  &r  Mfei 
mi  if  yoiidotiot  s^tee  to^  tibnp,  you  wifl  lose  the  be* 

iHiM  fie  iff  coatel^^'aAd  f^m^.''  *^  It  was  thdr 
Maatey'S'tase  bdbi<eli^A :  better  poverty  with  sin^ 
MMl^  tlMOi  j^omotion  with  cortuption."*^'^  Othera 
wffi  be  pimnoled  to  the  place,  who  will  opj^ess  mid 
nSkk  AeAfoidt;  tost  his  Majesty  wifi  not  want  hit 
tbiid  estate/*  ''  Then  let  Christ,  the  King  of  the 
Chiii^^av€»geher  vf^roDgs;  as  he  has  ^Nfte  before.'* 
'iniedenoinittatiofr  c^the  vot^  in  paitiament  fimti- 
ei^llM  next  tofdc^ddbate.  Those  who  spoke  the 
Is^gblfb  of  tie  court  insisted  that  he  should  hav« 
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a^  nwm  Hi  hifkop.  If  tbey  agreed  in  the  sub- 
^tunoe^  tb?y  wd,  the  naine  was  of  little  ^^nne- 
fvenee;  aada^  the  pfiiUraieBt  had  restored^  title 
tffaifjiop,  aqd  laight  nfrae  to  adaut  the  lejareaent^ 
^ve  cif  the  church  under  any  other  deaignatioii,  it 
¥fO||ld  be  a  pity  to  lose  a  ptiipilege  whidi  his  M»- 
jerty  had  prooured  with  radi  great  paxiur  and  difi- 
enlty,  tbrou^  smipulodty  about  a  aanie  wluefa^ 
after  all»  yw^  soriptwal.  To  this  Mdvffle  replied 
irofiiaslly:  ^'  No  doubt  tibe  name  epketfm  m 
hshop  18  scriptural ;  and  why  ahovld  it  not  he 
given  ?  But  aa  mnMAm^  i^dditbnal  to  the 
of  the  acisiptiiie  biAopia  to  be  idlotted*to  oe 
pjttiiaiiient^meo»  I  would  propet^  to  eke  a  litde-  to 
the  QMie^  And  tfaia  i^H  be  8ai|<tQnd  aiao.  Lot 
W  bilptiae  l9iem  by  the  name  wUdi  the  apoatiar 
F^etprfi^f0atofiiQheffion«»  and  call  diem  nMvm: 
ipimfWf  H^^'^iia^^^*  who  neddfe  Willi  npMM 
IMcn  to  their  oalliMr.''  Ineirtiieiit^he«iditd^^tlMt 

fmmm  spteA  it.mw  aovv  vadaalnd  m  tiK^.  ifi» 

ynm^  of  fl^  s«^  pcmir,  i»M»^i»  dwMiat*«f 

•f  il  ^  Jweik  laid  4|nde  «nd  ^eqIuUImI.hi  lltt 
•hioth  «f  8c9tltii<l{  !tba>  thme  to  itfaaai  it  imt 
B)^  propw^  to  give  it  wpee  to  occopjr  tii^  fknai 
to  wfci(^  cectoiaatksl  pverenuense  had  '^mm  «i- 
t«dicd;  the  title  vsscaloidstcd  to  ftei  fiMit  ?«% 
tBdliUtofpoi^;  «iidlMMigiomBiMtidlti»  bi^Hif 
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fated  as  lorcb  at  touit  and  m  paitiamiBnt,  ^ejr  would 
soon  begm  to  look  sour  on  saeh  aa  re&sed  to  give 
tkdtik  tliar  boooraiy  tides  in  tlie  dnirdi. 

Nigbt  put  m  €od  to  the  drinte*  Next  mmniiig 
Lindsay^  who  acted  aa  modraOor,  reeapitidafcQi 
i9bat  bad  been  diooe  on  the  preoeding  day  in  aod^ 
amtyattoinanuate  smoothfy  &at  the  hrada  winch 
had'been  nnd^  comideratbn  were  aetded.  Ammv 
BHir  of  ditapprdhalion  q^read  thioagfa  the  assembly ; 
and  aeisa»l  members  risings  declared  tiiafc  tiieir 
•mqples  .against  the  nunnfsra^osal^ao  fiur  fieom  being 
Mdtene^  were  gieatty  strengtfaeaed  by  Ihe  discm- 
mn  ef  y  cMerday  •  Meltiile  made  an  earnest  and 
srienaa  appeal  to  the  moderator*  He  reiniaded  bisn^ 
tb^  lie  was  one  of  the  ddest  minislers  x^  dieehun:^ 
and liidbeen  present  at  many  asaeoaUies  in  wfaicb 
ibemv&y  points  had  been  gravely  and  ddibcntdly 
and  aeeantdy  diacnssedy  and  afi»waiida  d^^ 


fosnOTsent  imi^iM  dN^  any  one  who  Mus  astlled 
kk  hia  jiftdf^amii eodd  be  Bwved  to  aker^by  aodjli 
a  fi^  ooofemiee  aa  the  preaent,  in  wbidi  Scrip- 
tare  m%bt  be  said  to  have  been  profimed  rath^  than 
fiaM^«adres»eBtfy  handled.  £Ua  Majesty  toolc 
oKbmk  at  tlila  kMrt  »pre«don,  and  eoQtteons^ 
^  fpeelMT  the  lie.  Melville  replied,  that  he  had 
induded  himadlf  in  ike  oenaure,  and  did  not  mean 
taenineittoeneaidec^thehoiise.  Findi^ih^t 
he  would  gain  nothing,  James  broke  off  the  confer- 
enoe  in  n  fiet.  In  dismissing  the  members,  he  said 
that  be  had  been  induced  by  ^e  oanmi&sioners^  ef 
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the  church  to  x»ll  tiik  meetti^  &r  the  ^lAcikm 
of  such  as  had  ^Q^plet,  in  the  fao^  that^  matt^ss 
would  proceed  mote  peaceably  and  hahi^oodoualy^f 
hut  as  he  perceived  mai  td  be»iit>  liiil  oC  theirown 
conceits/ and  so  ;nremceupied  in  thdr  jn^ments^  ai 
not  to  yield  to  reason^  he  tvonUl  leave  ike  XMtt^tot 
the  ensuing  €^6ral  Assembly*  If  th^y  leoeiFed 
the  &rour  oflbred  them,  be  ^would  rdtify  thehr  cw^ 
chudons  with  His  dvil  sabcticti,  and  none  shonld  bi^ 
dlowed  to  speak  against  tiiem :  if  ^y  reused  it> 
they  would  have  thems^^  to  blame  for  msk' 
ing  still  deeper  and  deeper  into  poverty.  As  fiar 
himself,  he  could  m»fr  want  one  of  H»  est^itei^  hvA 
would  exercise  Ms  own  jn^owit  in  'puik^;  Hito 
the  vacant  pkce  pieisoss  whc^  would  aoocft^^ 
it»  and  who  ^vmddr  do  tiMsb  dvttf-  ta  him  wid  t^ 
Ms  kingdom  *4  i  ;  *  . ..  :\ 

No  sucb  iMevest  had  beei^^^^  aify»«eetfai|^^ 
the  supreiTO'  eoctesutttieal  judicfttony  hiMmf^ftfmi 
as  was  exdted^y  the-O^v^l  AMem]bif  1^^ 
atMontrbse  on  tii6  dSth  6£  Marob  I^.f.    A^ 

*  Melyaie'8  Diary,  pp.  333—344.  Jame?  Melville  Committed 
tbe  reasonings  at  this  conference  to  trriting  trfaeo  his  rece!!^ 
tion  of  the^  ^tas  heih.  'the  whole  df  kit  4eco«it«»  «oped-iots 
CAlckrwiMidV  MS,  «nd  Urge  ettracts  ie»ii|itm«j  W  n/mkifi^ 
Printed  Caldeiwood,  pp.  428— 434.  ,  ,,  -^   .      j 

t  Roiv  mentions,  that  this  assembly  wais  **  notified  Oflly  III 
sound  of  trumpet  att  the  crosse  of  Ed^  aM  bcher  neidM  flitocs| 
whereat  toiofty  good  Christiatii  wgmMfed  «l|tft  seiiif  jf  il|it.^iij^^ 
Ifcelyke  before^", (Wwt  p.  760-*-U.wa«  Jigpointed  at  thit  time 
that  the  beginning  of  the  year  should  henceforth  be  reckoned 
from  the  1st  of  January,  instead  of  the  25tb  of  Marcli.  (Record 
ofPriryCouncil,I>^.'ir.  15^9.)  '.  '■       <       *   ^/ 
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\tae  emmced  ibat  upon  its  decision  it  depended 
whether  &e  presbyterian  constitution  should  i^tond, 
or  should  yield  to  the  gradual  encroadiments  of 
prdacy  under  the  pMteetiou  of  royal  supremacy. 
The  attaidance  of  members  was  full,  and  both 
parties  entettained  sangmne  hopes  of  sueoess.  The 
defioMkrs  <^  the  establishment  confided  in  the  good- 
ness of  their  cause,  and  in  t^  evident  superiofity 
in  point  of  aigument  whicb  they  had  maintained  at 
the  last  conference.  Their  opponents  were  equally 
eoi^dent  that  t^iey  would  prevail  by  address  and 
1ke  pmrerM  interest  of  the  crown. 

Being  chosen  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
pre&byt^  of  St  Andrews,  Melville  determined 
$gsm  to  assert  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the  General 
As8eBdbly«  It  was  no  sooner  known  that  he  had 
come  to  Montrose  than  he  was  sent  for  by  the  King. 
His  Migeiity  asked  him  why  he  w»3  so  troublesome, 
by  persiating  to  attend  on  assemblies  after  he  had 
prahiUtedhira.  He  replied,  that  hehad  a  commissiaa 
from  the  charch,  and  that  he  behoved  to  dischaigeit 
tmder  the  pain  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  one 
who  was  greater  than  any  es^ly  monarch.  Keconrae 
vmg  thai  had  to  menaces,  but  they  served  only  to 
iMse  Melville's  spirit.  On  quitting  the  royal  ap- 
partment,  he  put  his  hand  to  his  throat,  and  said, 
^  Sir,  is  it  this  you  would  have  ?  Take  this  head 
aiHicitt  it  off:  you  shall  have  it  before  I  will  be* 
tray  the  cause  of  Christ/'  He  was  not  allowed  to 
Itake  his  seat  in  the  judicatory ;  but  it  was  judged 
miadvisable  to  order  him  out  of  the  town,  as  had  been 

VOL.  ir.  K 


146  LIFE  OF  ANDBBW  MELVILLE. 

done  on  a  fonner  occasion.  He  aceoiidingly  Demaioedf 
aad  assisted  Jbis  brethren  with  arguments  rad  adwioe 
duiii^  the  sitting  of  the  assembly*, 

Th«  debate^on  the  i»:opriety  of  ministars  voting 
in  parHament  was  resumed;  and  a  IbrnudaUb  train 
of  argumoote,  including  those  whtdi  had  been  used 
in  the  eon&rence  at  Hdyroodhcmse^  was  t^rouglit^ 
fiarward  agahust  the  meamire.  In  jCiHrrob(n:ation  of 
these  a  paper  was  given  in^  conasting  of  extracts 
ftom  the  writings  cf  reformed  divines  and  of  the 
fethers,  with  the  deeiaitns  of  the  most  ancimit  aad 
renowned  general  ooiuieila.  Unable  to  rqply  to 
these  argumentey  the  advoeates  of  the  measure  were 
tomeA  to  abandon  the  ground  which  they  had  Ukmt 
up  during  the  late  conle»enoe8^  They  granted  the 
tome  of  the  general  reasonisg  used  by  their  oppooeatiu 
but  insisted  that  it  was  not  applicable  to  the  case; 
TlM^r  affi^ted  now  to  condemn  the  union  ^  sacred 
and  ciidl offices;  and  pkaded  that  the  ministers  who 
weretosortinpaitliaminit  weald  Imve  no  civil  db^tg^ 
but  were  nerely  ta  be  present  in  ihat  hi^oeiust 
to  watch  0v^  the  interests  of  the  dsurdir  and 
give  their  advice  in  matters  <^  importmce.  Wh^t 
it  waa urg^by  their  oppon^g^ta  that  the  miiM^it^aid 
n^nb&t  must  be  employed  in  makii^  Uws  for  tbe 
^hole  kifagdMn^  they  took  refuge  under  one  of  the 
worst  of  James's  political  maxims^  that  the  king 
alone  makes  law£^  and  the  estates  merdy  give  their 

*  Mdville^s  Diaiy,  p.  362,  Hist,  of  the  DecKamg  Su^  e( 
the  Cbttfcbi  pp.  24-^5. 
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adrice.  In  answer  to  the  appeal  made  to  tlie  woids 
of  the  act  of  parliament  restoring  the  ^^  office,  estate^ 
aiid  dignity  of  bbhdps,"  tiiey  asserted  that  ike  dbM 
jeetkmable  language  had  heen  purposely  introduced 
into  the  act  by  those  who  wished  to  keep  the  churdi 
in  poverty,  in  the  hopes  that  it  would  induce  tibe 
ministers  to  rejieet  the  £iiVour  which  his  Majesty 
bad  proonred  for  th^n.  A  rtop  was  put  to  tfaii 
dangerous  discission  by  an  inttmalion  from  di^ 
King,  that  the  determination  of  the  last  Gmeral 
Assembly  must  stand.  Had  it  been  allowed  to  put 
the  general  question  to  the  Tote,  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  the  whole  scheme  would  have  been  ne- 
gatived. For  on  the  questkm,  whether  the  parlia^ 
mentary  voters  idumld  retain  Aeif  pAace  Cm*  life,  or 
be  ansoaQy  elected,  it  caniedi,  in  spite  of  ^  the 
iriluence  of  the  court,  by  a  majmity  of  three  Ut 
fiwosr  of  ammal  election.  Yet,  by  collusion  bi^ 
tweeft  the  derk  and  the  King,  the  minute  was  so 
drawn  up  as  to  express  a  resolution  materially  ever* 
sive  nf  tiuit  wliidi  Imd  passed,  and  in  this  altered 
tma  an  approbatum  of  it  was  procuied  at  the  dose 
df  Reassembly. 

To  induce  the  mnibers  to^  acquiesce  in  the  im- 
popidar  measure,  the  court  party  agreed  to  the  rati- 
Nation  of  all  the  articles  and  caveats  whidt  had  been 
]Hfopo00d  in  die  eiNi£rrenoe  at  Falkland,  and  whidi 
were  intended  to  protect  the  liberties  of  the  church, 
and  guard  against  the  introduction  of  epiaoopacy. 
They  did  not  even  object  to  the  addition  of  others 
s6Umore0tra(^.    Aatotbeekctmi  of  the  Conuifigis'^ 

k2        ' 
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noners  of  the  Church  to  Parliament  (for  by  ihi« 
natme  and  Hot  by  that  of  Bisfaopg  were  l^iey  to  be 
designate)  it  was  enacted,  that  the  Geiusral  As*^ 
iembly,  with  the  adtioe  of  synods  and  presbyterics» 
should  nominate  i^ix  individuab  in  each  pr«^mM^ 
from  ifi^ich  number  his  Mtijesty  should  chnse.one  as 
the  ecclesiastieal  representative  of  that  province.  For 
his  emoluments  he  wiis  to  be  allowed  the  resBtBo£  ike 
benefice  to  whidi  he  should  be  presented,  aftar^  the 
ohurrii^,  coll^fes^  and  schools  had  been  proviiied 
tar  out  of  them.  The  following  caveats  were  enact^- 
ed  ta  prevent  him  from  mbusmg  his  poteer^  Thai 
he:  should  not  presiune  to  propose  any  thing  to  psr« 
liamenlv  council,  or  conventi<mv  in  the  name  o£  the 
diurch,  without  her  express  warrant  and  diseddon^ 
nor  coDstot  to  the  passing  of  any  act  pn^ndieiid  to 
the  churchy  under  the  pain  of  d^ositioa  from^  ins 
4iffice:  Tha^  at  eBdt  Gaieral  A«3emUy^  he  should 
give  an  acoount  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
dischaxged  his  commission,  sod  submit,  wiibmt 
ajqieal,  to  the  censure  of  ^e  assembly,  niider  tUe 
fs&a  of'  lufainy  and  €9UKxmmunicationc  Hiat  be 
should  rest  satisfied  with  the  part  of  the.  benefioe^ 
allotted  to  him,  witk>ut  ^icroaclung  tupoft  what 
Was  assigiled  to  the  oli^t  ministers  within  his  prai- 
viBtet  That  he  should  not  ADapidBte  hi^  henefica 
nor  di^mse  of  any  part  d  its  rents  without  die  con- 
.lient  of  the  Genend  Assetnbly :  That  be  shotdd 
"pm^Gftm  dl  the  duties  of  Ae  pastoral  office  vnthln 
his  own  particular  oongregaticm  under  the  censurfe 
-  of  the  presbytery  and  provincial  synod  to  which  lie 
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tielongs :  That  in  the  exercise  of  diseiplhie,  the 
oollfttion  ^  benefices, '  the  visitation  of  duirches^ 
aad  all  other  parts  oi  ecdedastical  gOYemment,  he 
shrold  d^m  no  miXfi  power  or  jurisdiction  fhan 
what  beloi^ed  to  other  ministers,  under  the  pain  of 
dsprmi^on :  That  in  meetrogs  of  presbytery  and  of 
o&er  diHidi  courts  he  should  behave  himself  inr 
afl  thingB,  and  be  subject  to  erasure,  in  the  same 
nuumecasbis  bredsiren:  Thut  he  should  have  no 
light  taa  aeat  in  the  General  AssemUy  without  a 
sammissiott  from  h^  pceisAiytery :  That  if  deposed 
§md  tfaeToffife  of  the  ministry  he  slioi:dd  lese  his 
V9te  in  parliainent^  and  his  benefice  shouM  become 
vaeant:  Andthat.he  should  incur  the  same  losa 
upon  bepg  eonvioted  of  having  sdidted :  the  office* 
It  los^iiodnaed,  thai  these  caveats  should  be  in- 
sated,  ^asianost  iMcessary  andi  substantial  points,'' 
iathe  body  x)f  an  act  of  pariiament  to  be  made  lor 
aonfirmiiig  the  chufoh's  vote }  and^  that  every  com* 
arinkraer  sfaotdd  subscribe  and  swair  to  observe 
diem  mknaa  her  wbcf  odmiltted  to  his  function  \ 

1%  ii  scavcdy  possible  to  ocncMve  iregulations 
bettsrjsdaptedio^^iev^tt  the  evil  whidi  was  dread* 
«L  Bttfeothsjistrktest  caveats,  sanotioned  by  the 
Biott  sacwd  promisei^  were  feeble  ties  <m  an  un- 
principled' court,  and  perfidious  churchmen,  who 

.rt^fimkitftbaUsWersaH^irkrft  1^,  194.  CM.  r.  414~ 
44At.Melviita*8  Diarj,  pp.  34S--d62.  Hint,  of  the  Decl.  Age, 
f.  19—25.    Forbes's   Hlstoij,  pp.   23—26.    Spotswood,  453« 
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V9ese  ready  to  sacrifice  b(>&  b^pomr  md^  commmc^ 
to  the  gratifijcatlM  of  theur  ay^oe  fmd  wib}ti<^. 

Mille  adde  catenas, 
Efftigiet  tamen  haec  sceleratus  vincula  Proteus. 

An  early  proof  of  t}ii^  wns  gi?en.  A  ifteetiisg 
of  delegates  from  synods,  and  of  the  cmnmseiwieTB 
of  the  General  Assen^ly,  was  held  in  tfee  month  ai 
October  following,  in  eonseqnenee  of  a  letter  £ram 
the  King  desiring  their  advice  about  iim  miniirters 
0f  Edinbnr^,  and  ''  sn^  other  tU»gB  ^8  ^lall  be 
thought  goo4  to  be  proposed  in  the  name  of  tibe 
church  for  the  weal  of  ow  pud  thmr  estate  ^  ^nxt 
first  parliament."  Dreading  the  opposiltoa  of  Jmmn 
Melville  and  two  otl^  ministeys,  Im  M^erty  got 
them  appointed  m  ;a  commatte^  to  transact  Mme 
business,  a)id  during  their  absence  sttrnmarUfiio* 
minated  David  Liiubayt  Petec  Blackbnm,  and 
G^ge  Glftdfitones,  to  the  vacwt  bishaprio}  of  Sihb8» 
Aberdeen,  »td  Caathness.  This  tsanaadaon  was 
carefully  concealed  f torn  th^  Aaeitt  aambeias  vatal 
the  meetii^  wias  dissolved.  And  the  bisbopEt  apr 
pointed  in  thifi[  dancbstiiie  maa&eF  «at  aod^wted^da 
the  ^^uiag  .padiament,  in  diBeot  irkdatioB  of  the 
caveats  to  which  t^ejr  ImA  so  lat^  given  tliehr 
ptesent*. 

*  Their  presentations  were  dated  the  5th  Nov.  1600.  (Reg. 
of  Present,  to  Sefief.  vol.  ill.  f.  30.)  Oa  the  3  th  Dec  1000, 
David  Lindsay;,  bishop  of  Sossy  was  adaiitted  to  be  "  ane  of  the 
€ounsail  ^'*  and  on  the  2^^  Nov.  1602,  ^  George  GtadstaneSp 
bishop  of  Caithness,  was  admitted,  **  be  bis  MaiestieV  dirsefi«in 
and  command/^     (Record  of  FriFjr  Cofiiicil.) 
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Arcblvisliflp  Spotsw^ad  waft  luidar  the  oec^mty 
of  hu^rtiiig  the  CMreato  m  his  Histo^^  md  he  w«8 
feroed  to  acknowled^  what  was  then  ootorious  to 
all  the  world,  that  '^  it  was  nether  the  king's  in- 
traition,  iK»:  the  xniod  of  the  wis^  sort,  to  have  these 
oautions  stand  in^finroej  htit  to  iiave  mattocs  peace* 
ably  aided,  ^d  the  re&mm^ML  of  the  policy"  (that 
is,  the  istroduction  of  episcopaoy)  ^Vittade  without 
smy  noise^  the  king  g»¥!e  way  to  these  conc^ts  %" 
The  archbishop  calls  the  ministers  who  acted  this 
part  ^  the  wiser  sort;"  lorgd;ting,  p^hapi;»  that 
this  species  of  wkdom,  howev^  much  it  may  be 
'' esteemed  among  mra,  is  abomination  with  God." 
Tbejr  wave  mSeaced  to  triumph  for  a  while  in 
the  soeoess  of  their  knatary;  but  he  who  '^  tak- 
6^  the  wise  in  thar  own  cBaftiness/'  visited 
them  St  lengdi  wii^  meiited  r^bution ;  »id  the 
violation  of  these  very  ciaveats,  which  had  been 
ratted  by  ihe  King,  sworn  to  by  the  bishops  f ,  and 
never  wsfeakA  by  aily  eodefiiaiti^l  authmity,  formed 
(me  of  the  chief  grounds  upon  which  the  archbishap 
and  his  coUsagues  were  afterwards  deposed  and  ex- 
oommnmoated  by  tlie  General  Assembly  ^ 

*Hiil*p.454. 

i  *'  It  was  layeil  to  tli^e  charge  of  Mr  Jolm  Spottiswood,  ap- 
pointed Bishop  of  Glasgow  thereafter  In  Anno  1605,  before  bis 
Maj.  be  the  lord  Balmerlnoch,  President,  that  he  had  sworn  to 
otMerve  the  (caveats,  and  had  Miged  hv^iolf  to  stthscryTe  thorn. 
Ntltfaer  cooid  bit  MaJ4  be  wcU  satisfied  with  him  in  that  matter 
Dntill  he  had  pcocnred  an  Act  of  the  Presbytecie  of  Glagow  testi- 
ffing  that  he  had  not  sabscryved  them,  whilk  he  preaented  to  bis 
Maj. ibr  his  defence  j  as  though  hit  oadt  had  been  nodiing  as 
l«gtthididn«t«W|v«^''  (Forbea'9Hbtor7,f.87.) 

t  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  Anno  1638.  Sess.  20.     . 
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His  Majesty  wfts  ^present  tt  ^  t^  {wembliea  in 
Dvbicli  this  affair  was  diseuised^  a&d  gai^e.  tba  most 
religious  attendaiice  on  m&ry  aesaoa.    He  fMinoti 
even  miss  a  single  meeting  of  the  ftvry  ewfetemew 
JDuring  tlie  sitting  of  the  Ceneial  Aa^embfy^  al^rs 
of  state  were  entirely  negtect^d^and  the  oomt  -was 
converted  into  a  derical  levee.    The  privy  oowwiti 
lors  complained^  that  they  could  not  have  access  tp. 
their  mast^  on  account  of  the  crowd  of  preadb^ra^ 
which  thronged  his  cabinet.     In  ^e?  piiUic  de<^ 
liberations  and  debates  he  Greeted  and  decided, 
csvery  thing  in  his  double  (Opacity  of  disputeat  aad^ 
umpire.    Those  who  wish  to  perceive  the  glory  rf 
James's  reign  must  carefiilly  attend  to  this  part  of 
its  history.     It  was  at  this  time  that  he  found  a 
stage  on  whidi  he  could  exert  bis  dH^ttnguishii^i 
talent,  and  <<  stidc  the  doctor's  chair  into  the  throne.^ 
It  was  at  this  time  that  he  Required  that  skill  in 
points  of  divinity,  and  in  the  management  of  Qcclesi*v 
astical  meetings,  which  i^terwasda  filled  the  EngMah' 
Mshops  with  both  ^^  admiration  and  shame,^'  and  made 
them  cry  out  that  they  verily  thought  he  was  "  in- 
spired*"   Nt^ver  did  this  wise  monandi  ^pear  to 
such  great  advantage,  as  wl^n,  surrounded' with  *^  his 
own  northern  me^,^  he  canvassed  for  votes'  with 
all  the  ardour  and  address  of  a  candidate  for  ft 
beMiugh ;  or  when,  pre^idi^  in  ^  debates  of  the 
General  Assembly,  he  kept  the  memb^ns  to  thiJ'^ 
question^  regaled  them  with  royal  wit,  calKng  one  *^  a ; 
seditious  lp*ve^'\  a;pd  another  "  ^  Ua^"  ^a)^  t^\ 
one  sp^er*  '^  theat'a  (mt9hrlike/^>aiid  to^^«^ 
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A^  taie  ge<^aphkibl  mcii^  <tf  caSiof  the  i^<^  or 
taking  bim  iiome  io  faii^  cIdBet,  ke^ed  hi«i  -  to  tm'- 

Duriirg 'these  traMiietions  isereial  occmreBees  of 
a  subordiiiate  kitid  toide  place^  to  wbich  it  may  be 
pvopev  to  adt^.  ^  Tboeburdisiilfered  a  severe  IO80 
by  tbe-dealll  'cf  a  ^  utiniber  of  her  dii^iigitifihed 
mifiisle]^  ^iie'eiid  of  the  year  159S  proved  ikta) 
ta  Darvii*  Fergnsoo,  minister  of  Dim&rmliiie, 
whose  fetefgrity,  tinited  with  an  uncommon  vein  rf 
g^«)iirhi:aia4)ti#^  wit,  made  him  a  favourite  v^th  all 
das8^9>f.  Thomas  Bttehanan,  ptwost  of  Kirkheudit 

*  OMi  V.  320;  3d9,  Sri.  At  the  Gehlkrai  Assemblj  in  May 
ISidli  %%  cMiMUce  WM  made;  (says  iMies  Melville)  '^  tbftt  at 
tbe  peaniiig  of  evene^«l<^t{ier  «Q9hi  be  cerfBan  brether  w^  tb« 
dark,  ir^ereof  I  was  an  and  Mr  James  Nicolsone  an  other* 
Bat  wbill  as  I  cam  till  attend,  thay  war  commandit  to  com  to  the 
ktn^trsflttliemiBtitesi  and  sa  I  gat  na  iicce&.^^  (Diary,  312«) 
James^Mehtile  ^^\l^^.)  sufajobs  tbe  Mkmynng  werae^  pacov 
bably  fr/ooi  iko  old  poeim^  to  iila  account  ^i  tlie  proceedings  at  thk 
Ume ; 

Tb^Ih^Mr/'l^eDomtgeounand  theDraogbt 
,.  iDidrmikk  their  eanami  of  tbe  Kii^t 
.  Syii/eirfiilly  wldi  if s  they  faogbt, 
And  doun  to  dirt  they  did  frs  ding. 

^f  Jfoudi^d  ^  <^;lhfr4ge{|if  ilSj*^  (^^Med,  p.  455.)  John 
Ji||fttoti&K«%J|iia  death  oathe.jSJMk  of  Angnst  1598.  (Life  of 
Knox,  ij.  4450  ^^  ^^^  works  mentioned  in  the  Life  of  Knox: 
(fol.  ii/Nole  E.)  iflay  be  added  tbe  foliowmg :  '*  An  Ansuer  to 
wt  f^afle' Written  by  &nat  £en6dkt,>the  French  Doctor  Pro- 
kmtl^Q^ynmi  (m  the  Txmh^m  9i  tbe  £pisll«  «alletit 
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aid  mmistor  of  Ceareir/died  ftuditaly is  tJie  omtde  of 
the  fcUowing  year,  lamenlid  by  tiiiose  who  knevr  lum 
worth  and  taints,  thougli  they  dbappiOTed  of  his 
public  conduct  during  the  two  hwt.  years  rf  his  life  *. 
But  liie  death  moat  deeply  de|ileeed  was  that  of  Ro- 
bert RoUock,  priiaQ^  of  ikt  Univaraity  of  Edin- 
bm^h,  mbx)  wa«  prepftilfffiely  ettt  off  in  the  prime  .of 
fi&  and  in  the  midrt  c^^ttesive  usefiihiess*  His 
^ty,  his  suavity >idfteni^i;^lii  benevolence^  and  faia 
talents  as  a  writer  and  teiidiif  <]f  youth  were  univer- 
■     "  *.'■'  "i' 

him)  to  John  Knox  &  tlio  rest  or  UPhl'ethren  ministf^n  of  tbe 
yord  of  Goid  made  hj  David  FefU'giflaote  mimater  of  the  «tflM 
Tvord  at  this  present  in  Dunfermling— ^pnqted  at  EdlnbroQgb 
by  Robert  Lekprevik  1563.'*  Black  letter  12mo.  43  leaves. 
The  ranning  title  is :  **  Ane  ansfirer  to  Benat  Be.  Epistie.'^  In 
reply  to  the  accusation  that  the  object  of  the  refatming  ministers 
vas  to  *^  get  And  gather  riches^*'  Eergnton  safa^-  f*r  tfee  greatest 
nonibcr  of  ys  haue  lined  in  great  pennrie^  vrithoill  all  sttped  smiie 
tuelf  moneth,  some  eight,  and  some  haJf  a  year,  baaing  nothing  in 
the  meani^me  to  sosteane  «or  seines  and  etir  families,  hot  that 
lifcioh  weJb^^e  hori  owed  of  ckaritahle  persoaes  votll  Ged  send  it  to 
v%to  cepayrtbem.*'  ^1.  6,  7.  This  was  written  *'  tbe2^  Apr^ 
1562.*^  The  translation  of  Reuat^s  Epistle  was  hy  Winzet,  and 
at  that  time,  probajbJy,  .was  only  in  MS. 

*  MelTillt's  l>iait^^3ae«  S^tsmad  (Hial.  p.  456.)  fixes 
his  death,,  tncorrecti|r,Jh  the  peour  150a#«*^  1599;  Apr.  12. 
M.  Thomas  Buchi|^anas  di«bt<The  Laird  ef  Carwbee's  Disry. 
Append,  to  Laniont*^I>iary^ibMft.)vJ[>ndie5th  of  May  1599, 
**  Eaphame  Hay  reliet  of  nrnq^^tManQAomas  Buchqohannane*' 
revoked  a  deed  wbkb  sim^  h|iAJniay«n|pMngclieT  hosbaad'a  siek- 
ocss,  and  in  whicbshe  had.itiaoiGoliitef-Hc^njulict  Se  of  atis 
lands  or  annnal  ieats  as  helmigit  M>  fain<^^  On  tho  tOth  Jooe, 
*^  Jo.  Buchqnhannan  &  Att  Bo^  Bimh^iiiMiemttt,  f^ot^t  of  Kiii^< 
heuch,*' appeared  as  esMaHOM  of  Ui  toitwmCTit  (Bookof  Actk 
oCthoC«araiissariito{SiAmd«W8.}l«:        v-^  / 
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sally  admaped  by  1m  cf uutrymen ;  and  those  'wbo 
were  offsBded  at  soine  paitoroflit8  conduct  traced  thrai 
ta  liis  guileleps  :4ii9»plifeit|f  md  constituticQal  arer- 
81011  to  every  thiBg  th^  wore  the  appearance  of 
strife  or  inight  lea^j  to  confiwiwft*.  Alwut  the 
same  tfane  tSae  co93i^t«](^wa8  itoyifed  of  one  of  its 
ablest  statei^meit;  J^  Lindssy  of  Balcanras,  '*  for 
imtnral  j^dgemoBt  and  learning  the  greatest  light 
of  the  policy  .and  douacil  «f  Scotland  f;' 

In  the  beg^^inf  ef  the  year  1600  the  zeakus 
and  upri^t  John  Dury,  minister  of  Montrose,  died 
in  a  inaaner  beeoming  the  life  ^^hich  he  had  spent. 
Having  held  an^  interview  with  the  magistrates  of  the 
timn  and  thd  eMers  of  his  session,  and  left  advices  to 
be  imparted  to  the  King  and  ministers  at  the  ap- 

T.  TIC 

*  8p«ttwoo4^A55«  Melville^ft  Dkry,  890.  He  bad  completed 
ibe  434  jear  tdahh  age  wben  be  died,  **  6  Idos  Febr.  atino 
^58(H?V  (Idaa.^  ViUe  ^ntoitb  Robert!  Relloef  l^soti  iramaio. 
8ori|itil  pec  Geargtoai  Robefftsonom.  Edlnborgi  158^.  (1598.) 
C  m  e^n^  .Among  tbe  £|Mtft^  ]mblitbed  by  ftobeftsOD^Iill'ro 
»  ooae  by  M^Hrille,  bo^  aa  «legy  by  bim  is  prefixed  to  a  ftfe  of 
Bdteitk^i  wrMea  iii'^Lalm  by  Hetiry  Charteris,  wbo  succeeded 
bim  as  Principai.  (MS.  in  Bibl.  Col.  EdiiiO  ^ 

.  t  Mekilif'9«&bry)  868.  Limkay  ««#  Sept.  9;  3S9S.  (Ap- 
pende  |0  LMftont^  Diftty,  p.  S850  He  was  Sectary  of  State^ 
aadforaevenU  yean^before  bb  dUalb,  Cbaneelloi'  ii^ffi^  University 
of  ^  Andiewa*  Melvttk  ndldhcwid  a  p^ayfoi  ^em  to  him,  in 
ibe  form  of  a  petkion  Ami  Ae  uatvetsity.  (Delitise  Poet.  Scot. 
ii.  121.)  I  bate  at  it^^-Miv  from  Mdville,  <*  To  my  verle 
gaid  L6rd  my  lord  fieantaff  Ii.^4)iiaacder  of  tbe  Vniversitie  of 
SiMictiHidioiB*^*  It  bas  no  date^^bst  appears  to  bave  been  written 
soMie  years  befoce  liiadMy^a  deatb.  Among  otber  things,  it 
c^tains  obtervalMM  en  die  best  ^remedies  for  ^e  stone,  the 
disease  wbicb  prored  fatal  to  bts' Wdsbip. 
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progdiing  General  Ass^ibly^  he  iuqavtei  «bi^t'  t^ 
day  of  Uie  month,  and  being  toM  that  it  Was  the  last 
of  February*  ^*  O !  thea,  (estclaimed  be)  the  kst^  dsy 
of  my  wretched  ptlgfimi^!  and  t}^  mofrmr  the 
&tBt  of  my  rest  and  glory !"  And,  laying  his  head 
on  hk  eldest  son's  l^p^st,  placidly  expired.  MeL- 
yille,  who  entertained 'd  hi|^  esteiem  of  Dnry'a 
honesty  and  goodness  of  l»art#  hmiouted  tl^  memory 
of  his  friend  by  hie;  veiteaV.  In  the  end  of  the 
same  year,  the  celebrated  jDh^Qraig,  who  bad  bee& 
for  a  con^detable  time  incapacitated  for  any  pobfie 
service,  terminated  his  days  at'lJieadvanBeed  i^  of 
eighty-eight  f. 

The  eager  ^sire  which  Jatoeaielt  to  s^are^liia 

*  One  of  his  epitaphs  on  him  is  printed  (MelTini  Musse,  p* 
11.)*  otber»  ftre  pr^siQired  in  MS.  (Mfilvjlie^  Djftr^;  ppc.  345*^ 
347.)  The-  account  TvhicK  James  Melville  has  given  of  bis 
fatber-in-lawV  d^ing  advice  ta  thie  roioislejs^  (Iliar^r.  ^;li4-r*5.) 
18  com'pletely  at  variance  vritb  that  of  Spotsi^ipd*  (£li|Aerjf,458»jP 

t  SpoUwood,  462, 464.  U  Ms^  ISSih  Ike  JSang  mml  it  to 
be  JntimalfBd  to  the  General  Assembly  ,  tb«l  i^Mt  Ji>9<.  iQpag.  k 
awaiting  w^  boure  it  sail  plettseGodto  fsaMilusft  «Bdit».#l(0fcAbeir. 
vnable  to  serre  any  Joi^^r."  (B«iik.  :of>JJ^iiir>  Rirjf,^  f^  i^l^i  a«.) 
I  do  no^  know  wbe^bef  ij^e.  work  refen^e^  Kr.^sn>  the  sfi^^^^iBg^ 
minMtepf  Assembly^  ( A ngnst  1^  I590«>.iitis,p|iblisked«ir*f  Qr* 
Raines  ye^  bnetber  of  ibe  pbrid^ef£d'to^)«ri|sei|ri*%na/'««|(inj9»tiii^ 
Mr  jOraig  against  a  |«smici(Kia^isi7tting|^Mt  ^giuiftt^ye  coor 
fes^ioun  of  faitb^  togeibtr  with  jf<9  p^frqe  :1^de  be  Mk  Jo!^ 
davidsone,  and  if  tbey  find^meiu*  f^^t/^  ^  ppibUdied  y'.tbiy^ 
may  be  committit  to  prent.^*  (}jbi4pLW^X  P^  <be  f^  peou^ 
Maij'^  1592,  Craig's  Catecbism^/'^^'^  noiy;  i%  a^Iwit  and  im-p 
printit,^'  was  oitlaided  to  be  **  vead  io  families,''  and  .*f  ^d  Haii4 
Jeirnit  in  lecture  scbooles  in  ^lace  af  j^e  li^ei^AlfftUiswe**'  (Ibiii\ 
f.  163,  b.)  .  .        ; 


J 
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aeeesnoa  X»  lAie  Eoglish  tkrene  induced  him  to 
adopt  measures  to  conciliate  the  Roman  CathoHes 
which  gave  mudi  offisnoe.to  -Jk*  snbjectg.     He 
KDt  a  secret  embassy  to  ♦^•ailiurt  of  Rome.    The 
odiuih  of  the  letter  addressed?  in  his  nam*  to  the 
pope,   was  afterward*  thrown  on  Ms  secretary; 
bnt  there  is  too  much  ground  for  suspecting  that 
Jaraes  acted  the  samp  part  to  Lord  Balmerino 
m  ttes  affsur,  whfch  Elizabeth  did  to  Secretary 
Davidson  rebpecting  the  execution  of  Queen  Mary*. 
With  the  new  of  gratifying  his  Holiaoss  and 
piocuiang.his  support  to  the  King^s  right,  a  project 
was  set  on  foot  to  grant  a  toleration  to  the  papists 
in  Sewlkad  t-  ''  And  awhWabop  Beaton  was  not 
OBly  appointed  ambassador  at  the  court  of  France, 
but  also  restored  to  the  temporalities  of  the  See  of 
Glasgow  t.  '  These  steps,  ihoagb  tdwn  unih  great 

•  PriotedCald.  pp.426,  r, €04.     AinbM8aa«i  de  »L  «le  U 

Bodefie,  toB»iv.  p.  66.  .    ,  i.       ^uu 

t  CM,  V.  54»;  ft  iMAi  «ee*  that  James  bad  a  w«rfc  oa  this 
Mbie^  wady  for  the  pNto.  •♦  Th*  kiagat  this  time  (Jtjpe  1601.) 
J^to  M*  J«*»HaH.  that  the  book  called  a  declwatiott  rf 
the  Kmg*»  mindc  toward  the  catholicb  wold  never  be  aett 
ftrth.w  (tbJd.  p.  591.)  .... 

tThe  M*  of  eo*Tention,  penult.  Jonij  1598,  was  ratified  by 
mtVi»mm  h  im.  (Act.  Pari.  8ce«.{^  169. 256.)  Kerth  .ay., 
rtit,  it^  1588,  the  king  dW,  by  aet  of  Parliament,  "  «rtore  the 
old  ex*4ct»rate  attd  forfeited  bishop^  Beaton  to  the  temporality  ot 
the  tee  of  Glasgow,  %Meb  *e  did  e«j«riintil  bis  death  oo  the  — 
April  1603."  (Scottish  BiJiope,  p.  156.)  This  i.  »•«»"**• 
Itfe  true,  titat  Beaton  warftiot  excepted  from  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  parliament  1581,  tescindcog  all  forfeitme.  since  1561. 
BttC  this  »  restHiWioon  femaiwt  net  lang  eSfectnall  m-hi8_  psoun, 
be  reasone  he  faikeit  in  gering  the  cdnfessioun  of  his  faith  and 
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seoreey  and  cautkm,  HA  not  escape  tbe  vi^hnce  of 

The  literary  wwfcs  wfakh  J  amen  produced  at  tfair 
^^  coAtrtbuted  tai||M|^h^  the  oppoBitke  mlitde 
to  the  mcomxtn  of  lut  admiiiistmtiioH*  In  159B^ 
he  pnUished  kts  True  hmo  ^  Free  Mmarchies. 
We  must  BOt  imagine  that  by  a  ''  firee  nnmancfay"^ 
was  meant  any  thing  like  what  the  expression  sog^ 
gests  to  Ds.  It  ineant  a  gotemment  exareised  hy  a 
iSOQarch  who  is  free  firoiii  idl  restodnt  or  control, 
er»  as  ik^  authar  fiUy  demwinates^  him,  ^  a-  free 
and  ahscAuteiiKmmrck''  The  treatise  k,  ia  fact,  an 
umamiflhed  tiadtcskion  of  aihitrary  power  in*  llie 
prince,  and  of  passire  ehedienoe  and  non-reMfitanee 
on  the  pavt  of  the  people,  wiitfaaat  any  exception  m 
rescrtatmn  whafterer.  Tbe  royjd  pol^ektn  grad^ 
ooriy  aOows,.  tlwt  princes  owe  a  duty  to  tibeir  s^h^ 
jects,  but  he  thinks  it  **  not  needing  to  be  long^-  in 
the  declaration  of  it.  He  gratits,  that  a  king 
should  consider  hinsself  as  ordained  for  the  g^od  of 
\m  pe(q»le;  bat  then,  if  he  shall  think  and  act 
otherwise,  and  chuse,  as  too  many  kings?  have  (ihosen^ 
to  run  the  risk  of  divine  punishment,  tlie  people 

acknawlegeiog  of  o^  «ou«nuie  lord  iff  f  uctien  a9  waf  oriUuik  lie  jm 
said  restitutioun/^  (Act,  Pari.  Scot.  iii.  624.)  Wli«n  Jamf» 
wa»  ^reatenii^  to  I'evengt  bis  mother's  d«atb,  he  proposed  to 
make  BealjQQ  his  amhaiftito.  (Coarcelles'  Diapatcba,  March  S, 
and  14, 1587.) 

^  Tbe  presbyterj  of  Edioburgh  applied  for  a  copj  of  the  act 
respecting  Beaton  >  hot  were  referred  from  the  clerk  of  council 
to  the  dork  of  legisttr,  and  from  the  latter  to  Mr  Alexander 
Hay.  (Sopord  of  pr^sb.  Iiajj.  i,  Xl^  and  18,  15?8.) 


ire  sot  porndtfefl  to  '^  rnk^  ^^  ^ttm^mnet  but  bj^ 
ffig^,^  as  wei  BUKjr  see  hf  ^  tiie  ^cample  #f  brate 
bnste  ^d  iimgcaaMiRMg  ijitalaita^'^  aawng  yAoitt 
^  im  mrar  ittad  or  hniiiirigiWHi  riniltiMirtf  In  l&eb 
pyrttlt^:''  ^d^fc«ii»»g:tfe«9%^.'V  A  £bee  iitao* 
wc^  can  make  stabiles  bb  he  tiiiiikfttttart  withflflrf 
asking  the  adriee  of  pariiaments  «r.  steles  snd  caa 
si^seBid  psrlimentary.lafws.  &r  xeaoana  kooim  lo 
hiHttieI£oBl7.  ^  A  good  king  will  frame  idl  hm 
aetlona  aecordisg  to  tfelaw^  yet  i»  he  sot  boHod 
dwKtobntof  hisgoodn^:  lAthoiighhe  br  dbovt 
die  U\^  he  iiiifl  snlgeet  aiid  fnuoaehia  Aoti^ 
for  examplels  sake  to  his  sulgedi^  smA  of>  his  mni 
firee  wiU^  botiiot  as  sitlgeet  or  bofaad  tfaeieto.''  Itt 
cfmfirmatiaa  of  this  doetjane  James  appeals  to 
flamudfs  dnscfeiptioiiiof  atking,  and  qiiotes  and  900- 
peqmds^  with,  the  mtmost  safeisfaatioD,  Ae  aeoonilt 
?^di  thfit  pnfhet  gave  the  Isradites  cf  tlie  efp- 
pnHwons  whiek  th^  wgidd  suffer  Hndii  a^form  of 
govfanasait  <m  iivifaii^  they  fondly  doated; 

Such  was  '^  the  true  patten  of  divinity^*  whidi 
JaaiesrfoiiKl  hinaeif  ocawtcalned^  in  duty  to  publish, 
&r  the  correction  of  ''  our  so  long  disordered  com- 
monwealth^" and  for  the  instruction  of  his  intended 
subjects  in  that  which  it  war^fldost  necessary  f<M: 
than  to  loMyw,  '^  natt  to  the  .^  knowledge  of  their 
God.''  He  at  least  dealt  hooettlyvwith  the  people 
of  England,  who  had  already  b^un  to  worship  ihe 
misig  sun  ;  and  in  welcoming  him  so  cprd^ally  and 
tmconcUtionally,  after  he  had  plainly  told  them  that 
they  were  to  be  governed  as  a  conquered  ^kingr 
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donf^  they  migbtiimly  te  considfened  atraddresBiiilf 
Umin  tlie  language  iirMcii  he  puts  rotodhe  itiAullis 
0f  th^  Hdlirewd :  ^^  AM  your  ipeedie98DAhsrd  eoa^. 
cKtidm  will  ndt  dcamuiii  bst  we  irill  taJoe  the  good 
Imdeviliof  it  upon  us;  and  we  will  be  content  to 
faeare  whatsoeTer  btir(kii  it  ahall  please  :oQr  king 
to  lay  iipcm  u^  as^  welL  as  ^diev  nationa  do;^'':    If 
they  were  diaappcdnted  of  the  benefit  which.  thcjF 
expected  to^^get  of  him  in  %htiDg  their:  hatdos^^ 
they  had  :themsel¥esta  blsmei  as  he  wevex  gawt 
large  promises  oa  that  head*    But.  he  paifinrraed 
f<!^  Iliem  seFvices  of  a  more  yaluafate  kind  a^^^  **  Ae 
great  schoidmarter  of  the  ii^ole  land^"  according. to 
his  otm  descriptiinr  of  his  office<    He  taught  tiiein  k^ 
^  style  utterly  imknown  to  the  ancirats ;"  fawrisfagd 
^writings  of  Calnn.Buchahaii^Fon^  attd  mda^ikA 
^'spcrfogiesforrebdUonffaiid  Ixeaions,'/  whidb 'had 
obt^Bed  too  gr^t  authority  annnig  dMn  *  ;r  mAfaffi 
Bished  orthodox  text-^books,  from  which  the  t)r«tnft 
of  ^^  Cam  and  J£tf^  might  '^  preach  the  iigfat  dmne 
df  Idngii  to  goTieni  :w»mg  f ," 
The  ptesbyterians  of  Seedand  amid  iwt  omeeal 

*  King  Jameses  Works,  pp.  204^-— 5. 

t "  Mt  George  Herbert,  being  Prelector  in  tfie  Rhetorfqoe 
Schodl  in  Cambrldg  khito  1618,  passed  t»y  tb^e  flttent^  istiki&m 
ttuit  domineered  in  the  pulpits  of  At^iens  and  Bon^and  ifttfslQd 
t^  read  upon  an  oration  of  King  James,  which  be  analysed, 
shewed  the  concinnity  of  the  parts,  the  propriety  of  the  phrase, 
the  height  and  power  of  it  to  move  the  aflections,  the  style  dtierty 
unknown  to  the  ascieQts,  who  coold  not  conceive  ithat  kitt^ 
eloquence  wasy  in  xcispect  of  which  these  noted  demagog!  were  hut 
hirelings  and  triolbolary  rhetoricians/*  (Hacket's  Life  of  Arch- 
bishop Williams,  Part  t.  p.  175.) 


LIFB  OP  ANDREW  lifELVILLE.  I6l 

tliek  ^iiq^rolMitioa  of  the  p(d|ti^  principles  q£ 
the  Law  of  Free  Moiuirdiies  *,    This  was  one 
remy||o£theirfaeiiig  treated:  with  sudi  sevmty  ii^ 
ihe.fdebiMtd  BusMctm  JOaron^  or»  Instn^ctkms  ef 
ike  King  to  his  6(m  I^i^e  Henry,  whieh  ciuae  txjf 
light  iii'^the  eomrse  of  the  &Uowing  year.    Fond  oi 
tmoig  ^lis  JMisk  in  ^ipt^  and .  yet  conscious  that  it 
imdd  ffffe  giM^  topetnc^  Japte£|  wasf  a^s^pus  t? 
jKoep  it^fiwQ  the  tooifiq^.  of  his  native  a«l)|^^ 
mill  cM^nattfQoes  diould  enable  him  t<),^]hli4i  it 
iritk  mSbty.    »Witfa  tins  yiew  ''  the  printer  being 
ibfit  9wora  ta^eefeeqr/:  si^ys  h^  ''  I  (mly  p^npitted 
tmm  ^  ^m  tg  be  j^ted,  i^id  th^  J^ev^  I 
4tqpeMed  innong  some  of  my  trustiest  sei^ants  ta 
he  hept  elojiely  by  them  f/'    Sir  James^  SmipiU  of 
Bekvee%  oof  oi  ike  eourtiers,  shewed  his  qopy  to 
Mj^iniDe,  with  whom  he  was  (ma  footing  of  intimacy- 
Havmg^  eprtraeted  spme  of  the  prindp^propositiqiiB 
m  the  work,  Mdville  s^nt  them  to  his  nqphe^ 
whose  d^MgM^  John  Pyke^  hud  tb^  befioire  the 
provincial,  synod  of  Fife.    The  qrnod  juf^edthem 
to  be^  the  mest  p^oaioioiis  teadefi^i^4«jid  not  be- 
lieving,  or  affiscting  not  to  believe,  that  they  could 
prpf)g(^.^(on]i  th^  l\igh  authority  to  whldi  they  were 
JltlTibutn^  jienfc  them  t^^  h^Sr  Msyesty^  An  order 
was  imQiedialely  issaed  for  the  iq[^rdiensi(m  of 
Dykes,  wlio  absconded  tv    The  propositions  laid 
he%e  tlie  Jiy^od  ^ere.th^^ following:   That  the 

*€afi,v.  3^.  f  Sec  Note  I. 

-    t T&(elvllle'i  Diarv,  331.  Cald,  337—8.  Spotewood,  457. 
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0&ce  of  a  king  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  partly  civil  and 
partly  ecclesi^tical :  that  a  principal  part  of  his 
function  consists  in  ruling  the  diurch:  that  it  be- 
longs to  him  to  judge  when  preachers  wander  fronti 
their  text^  and  that  such  as  refuse  to  submit  to  his 
judgment  in  such  cases  deserve  to  be  capitally 
punished :  that  no  ecclesiastical  assemUies  ought  to 
be  held  without  his  consent :  that  no  man  is  more 
to  be  hated  of  a  king  than  a  proud  puritan :  diat 
parity  among  ministers  is  irrecondlable  wi^  mon^ 
arehy,  inimical  to  order,  and  the  mother  of  imifufiaoii : 
that  puritans  had  been  a  pest  to  the  commionwealth 
^nd  church  of  Scotland,  wished  to  engross  the  A^A 
government  as  tribunes  of  the  peq^e,  soi^ht  the 
introduction  of  democracy  into  the  state,  and  quar^ 
relied  with  the  king  because  he  was  a  king :  that 
the  chief  persons  among  them  should  not  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  land :  in  fine,  that  parity  ist  llie 
church  should  be  banished,  e{uscopacy  set  up^  aad 
all  who  preached  agakst  bishops  rigcn^osly  punidb^ 
ed.    Sudi  were  the  sentiments  which  James  enter- 
tained, and  which  he  had  printed^  at  the  very  time 
that  he  was  giving  out  that  he  had  no  intentioii  of 
altering  the  government  of  the  church,  or  of  iatio- 
ducing  episcopacy.    It  is  easy  to  ocmceive  what 
effect  this  discovery  must  have  produced  on  1^ 
minds  of  the  presbyterian  miidsters.    And  were  it 
not  that  we  luiow  that  a  sense  of  shame  has  but  -u 
feeble  influence  on  princes  and  statesmen,  and  that 
they  never  want  apologists  for  their  worst  actioni^ 
it  would  be  confounding  to  think  that  either  the 
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Img  6i  his'  igdikts  should  We  been  iso  bare&ced 
&3  after  this  to  repeat  their  protestation. 

James  afterv^ards  pnU^ed  aa  edition  of  the 
Darouj  aGoompanied  with  an  iqpcdogetical  prefiice* 
His  &p6k)gy,  as  might  be  expected,  is  extremdy 
awkward  and  unsatii&etory.  Too  timid  to  atow 
Ms  teal  meaning,  and  too  obrtinate  to  retiraet  what 
he  had  advanced,  he  ha*  recolurse  to  eqtttvoclrtJon^ 
and  to  explanations  gkiingly  it  variance  with  the 
t»t.  liie  opprobrious  name  ot^^ritam,  he  allowB^ 
was  pr«^rly  applieable  oidy  to  those  caUed  the 
P&m^i^  Lave,  wiio  aaro^ited  to  ttMnbdyes  aa 
exdmive  and  sinless  p^ty.  To  gnn  credit  to  his 
Su»ertion  &at  iie  allu^d  idiicifly  to  such  persons,  he 
alleges  ^t  3iown,  Penrjr,  and  <^a:  Eng^dnneD^ 
had,  -wben  in  Sccriiland,  ^^  sown  their  popple,"  and 
tbUr  certain  ^^  1»aznsidc  and  hmdy  preachers"  had 
Imbibed  their  q^irit;  ahhot^  he  could  not  but 
inow  that  these  rigid  sectaries  ware  unanimously 
iq^poaedby  the  Scottish  minister^,  and  that  the  only 
CD^tenance  which  tliey  receiyed  was  frcm  himsdf 
and  his  courtiers*.  The  following  acknowledgement 
deserves  particular  notice,  both  as  it  ascertains  an 
hnportant  fi^t,  and  as  it  enables  us  to  judge  of  the 
|K]9icy  of  the  course  which  Japties  was  at  present 
pursuing.  Speaking  of  the  ministers,  he  says : 
^  There  is  presently  a  sufficient  number  of  good 
menof  thaoti  in  this  kingdome;  and  yet  are  they 
ALL  known  to  be  against  the  form  ci  the  English 

♦  See  before  vol.  i.  ppk.325— 6» 
L  2 
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Chureh."  And  agaiii>  spring  of  the^ehai^e  of 
puritanism,*  he  says :  ^  I  protest  up<m  mine  iuHunif 
^at  I  mean  it  not  genamily  of  aH  pfeadieni,  or 
ethers,  that  like  better  <a  die  sin^  fiimi  of  pcdtcy^ixi 
our  churd^  thjm  (tf  the  many  eereraeoniesxif  tilediiuch 
«f  £Dgkn4  that  are  pevsoaded  that  tlnir  hidiopa 
isHien  of  a  pupal  supremacy^  that  the  anrj^ee^  cor*^ 
iSereA  oap>  and  sucli  Wte;  wte  the  ontmrd  badgte  of 
fK^i^h  errofs.  N^,  I  ate  so  fior  from.bcai^  oonlat^ 
tidufr in  thMe  4Jdngs  (which  iinr  n^  mmt  part  IjBya 
%8feemed '  bt^ffire^t)  w>  1  do  eqvally  h^e  and 
hdnour  tte  letimed  and  gfa3recmen,0f<cadier  of  th^se 
opinions.  It  can  no  wayBheeome  mejto  praomnee 
so  lightly  a  stotMce  in  so  <M  li  oontiorarsy,  We 
*iA\  (God  be  ptaised)  d<i  agree  in  the  gnnmdsy  and 
the  bitteni^fis^f  men  upon  such  questkmadatii  Imt 
'  ti^uble  the  peace  of  the  church,  nnd  gives  advantage 
and  entry  to  the  papists  by^  our  diTision  ,V  Snob 
is  the  laH^agd  <f[  one  who  spent  a  gneat  part  of  jhA 
IKfe  hi  ag^ting  thet6  very  iqueMdanSy  iifbo  was  at 
tlmt  time  employed  in  >impo8ing  these  very  &sam 

.  *  Basijicon  Dorqp,  Xo  the  Rfoder^  K  5»  6.  Lond   160^. 

King  Jameses  .^orks,  p.  144.      What 'truth  there  waft  in   l!l 

this,  James  has  hirosetf  told  as  ib  atMtber  of  bid  writings : 

'^Tbtt;  Bishop  Might  to  be  ia  the  ^oreb,  I^^v^rmaiiitaiatd  ti» 

>aii-Apo8iolike  instltutlop,  aod  so  the  ordinance  of  God  ^-rso  was 

.1  ever  an  enemie  to  the  confused  anarch ie  or  parity  of  the  puii- 

'  tans,  as  well  appeareth  in  my  Ba^icon  D6roti»^l  that  \ii  m'y 

*->aid  book  to  riij  Aon  do  sp^k  teno  iimes  bums  bitterly  of  timri 

:ffi\^  puritaiis}  nor  of  papista^^I  that  for  the  apa^e  of  six  ye^rs 

before  my  coming  into  England  laboured  nothing  to  much  fl^  to 

depresse  their  paritie,  and  re-erect  Bishops  againe.**  (Premonition 

to  ^e'  Apdlogy  for  the  Oath  of  Allegeance,  pp.  44-^50 
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iq^  aeburoh,  which^  aecording  to  Im  own  aeknow- 
kdgementy  was  deoidedi^r  wd  uMnimou^y  averse 
to  thesis  and  who,  in  tbti  vary  piiblieatiw»  lays  in* 
jnnctaDPs  on  his  son  to  proserate  di^  scjieme  filter 
liisdeathi^ 

It  kas  bora  sai4 1^  &»i  work  contributed  mo^e 
tosmoodtfais  aceraMntlmi  all  ihe  beolKs  written  in 
d^Boee  of  Us  tide  to  the  !&igliA  crowd.  Butt^ 
ftetasespodknlg  ite  pnUieatioii  do  not  aoo<H4  with  tla^ 
theory  91  ;  Though  an  impartiid  exmnim^km  qf  its 
CQKtents  will:  art  justify  thehif^  eMqwums  paaofd 
qpsnibf^  yB&ilsliimraryittef^arenot  ^Mmt#mpti- 
Ue*  itis^in  a  fpreafr  measure  free  £Kim  that  dis* 
gusting>pBdairtry  ^hkh  is  so  conspicuous  in  the 
other  wntisgs  of  Jamoi^  md  it  oontAiM  ma^y  good 
adFieofl^tnuB^tod  with  not  a  few  sAly  pr^udiees. 

A  carefid  comparison  of  the  Law  ^  Free  Mon- 
armies  and  the  BaeiUe&n  Doran  throws  no  small 
%ht  on  the  history  of  the  time.  It  points  out  the 
true  grouiMl  cf  the  strong  antipathies  which  Jam^s 
Mt  to  the  pcesbyteriaa  -ministerSf  and  ascertains 
the  proper  meaning  of  his  favourite  ecdesiastieo-po- 
litical  aphorism,  No  Bishop^  no  King. 

The  affigur  of  the  X^wrie  Conspirapy^  which  oc- 
emed  in  the  firrt  year  of  ^  seventeenth  century, 
proved  inj]iriQi|s  tQ  the  dhuieh,  as  well  as  vexatious 
to  individual  ministens^  i^or  not  giving  thanks  fcnr 
his  Mi^estj^s  dolivoiaaoe  ia  the  very  words  which 

•SeeNotol. 

t  Bitlu»p  of  \ISntonrfl  Pnjfa«Ma  lUng  Ja»M^ 
Spotswoody  p.  475.  Waltoa^s  Liret  bj  Zoacb,  p*  296«  . 
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tbe  court  dictated  on  the  first  intimatiim  of  the 
occurrence^  the  ministers  of  Edinburgli  were  called 
before  the  privy  coundl  ^ ;  and  hiiying  acknowkdged, 
in  answer  to  the  inquisitorial  dem^indfi  put  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  completely  convinced  of  the 
treason  of  Gowrie,  although  they  reverenced  the 
King's  narrative,  five  cf  ilieni  were  removed  firom 
the  capital,  and  prohilnted  from  preachiDg  in  ^^t- 
land.  Four  of  these  soon  after  submHted»  and  eaeh 
was  enjoined  to  profess  his  belief  of  the  cons^raoy, 
and  his  mmoyr  for  his  error  and  incredulity,  ia 
several  churehes,  accordi^  to  tiie  penance  imposed 
up<m  persons  who  were  chargeiible  w|th  die  most  hei- 
nous offencesf.  Bruce  alcme  reused,  and  was  banish- 
ed X* '  Bieing  subsequently  recfiUed  from  France,  he 
fflgnified  that  his  doubts  were  in  a  great  measure  re? 

*  Sfwttwood  «aj8  that  the  coifncii  told  the  minijitersy  when  they 
ivere  first  sent  for^  ^  that  they  were  only  to  sigoifie  how  the  king 
had  escaped  a  great  danger,  and  to  stir  up  the  people  to  thanks- 
giving J*'  hut  **  hj  no  persuasion  thej  could  be  moved  to*  peHmi 
that  doty.*'  (Hkt  p.  ^61*)  According  to  ^mrj  other  state- 
jnent,  they  declared  their  readiness  to  do  this,  and  merely  de- 
clined to  testify  that  his  Majesty  had  been  delivered  '*  from  i^ 
▼lie  treason.*^ 

f  James  BaUbur  wat  a^oiattd  to  ma)Le  his  coa^Msioa  w|Ata 
the  towns  of  ]>Dn^,  Arbrpath,  Montrose,  apd  BrecJ^io*  '  (Be? 
cord  of  Privy  Conncil,  Sept.  11. 1600.) 

t  Record  of  Privy  CoqnciK  August  12,  31.  Sept  10,  11, 
1600.  Cald.  ▼.  475,  492^5,  591^542.  The  minute  of  Cono- 
cil  heart,  that  Bnioe  **  still  cooliDewit  dpaUFmU  and  nocbt 
throwghlie  retolnit  of  the  treasonabill  and  uniiatural  conspiracies** 
and  that  **  it  can  nawyse  stand  with  his  hien^  suirtie  «nd  honour 
tiMt  <my  sic  distnittM  peisonis  salbe  sofferi^  to  zemano  widua 
tk  cunticy**' 
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moved,  but  still  refused  to  give  apidlilic{Nrofe8sianof 
lofi  &ith  in  the  wcvds  of  the  courts  or  to  make  the 
hnmilirtang  sutoiissioii  whidi  it  eiymned^  As  a 
anlj^ett  hesaid,  hehad  uever  reused  to  do  the  duty 
of  a  subject ;  but  to  utter  in  the  pulpit,  under  the  au-^ 
thority  of  his  office,  any  thing  of  which  he  was  not 
hUy  persuaded,  he  was  not  at  liberty.  ^'  I  have  a 
body  and  some  goods,  (eontinued  he)  let  his  Majesty 
use  them  as  God  sball  direct  him.  But  as  to  my  in* 
ward  peace,  I  would  pray  his  M^esty  in  all  humility 
to  suffer  me  to  keep  it.  Place  me  where  God  placed 
ne,  and  I  dudl  teadi  as  fruitful,  and  wholesome 
dootiuieto  the  honour  of  the  magistrate  as  God  shall 
give  megraee.  But  to  go  through  the  country,  and 
make  ppodamations  base  and  therei  will  be  counted 
eithar  a  beasdy  fisar  or  a  beastly  flattery ;  and  in  sp 
doing  I  dioukt  raise  greatar  doubts,  and  do  more  barm 
than  good  to  the  cause ;  for  peqdelo^  not  to  wards 
but  grounds.  And  as  for  mysd(  I  should  be  but  a 
portiat  and  sparing  blsaer  of  my  own  infirmities: 
others  will  be  far  better  heralds  of  my  ignomjiny  *.** 
The  truth  is,  that  from  the  moment  that  Bruce  was 
removed  from  Edinburgh,  it  was  detennined  that  he 
dioald  never  be  albwcd  to  ratom^  He  was  tanta* 
lized  for  years  with  the  hopes  of  being  restored  to 
his  place.  The  terms  proposed  to  him  were  either 
such  as  it  was  known  he  would  rqect,  or  they  were 
evaded  and  withdrawn  when  he  was  ready  to  accede 
to  tbenu    And  he  was  afterwards  persecuted  till  his 

»  Cald.  Y.  599,  600.  Crawfiirdi  L  242. 
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death  by  the  mcsawi  ^lalousy  o(  the  biiih^x^  who  a&t 
spies  on'  his  cKmdaot,  sent  infommtions  to  ^s^wtt 
against  him,  and{n'ocil]*edQrdeF»to  chMige  t^idnce 
of  his  ccmfinement  froHi  time  to  time^  and  to  drag 
him  from  (me  corner  of  the  kingdom  to  a&oth^. 
The  whole  treatment  which  tibis  iBde|>e]ident  miais- 
ter  received  wils  very  disgral^id  to^  the  go^ermne&t. 
Granting  thlH>  he  gaive  way  to  scrupnlosity-«*-^gmRl^ 
ing  that  he  required  a  degree  of  evidraee  as  to  tfas 
guilt  of  Gowrie,  which  was  not  necessary  toJoslaEfy 
the  part  whk^h  he  was  required  to  take  in  ann<»]3ie^ 
ing  it*-^-afid  even  granting  that  tha^  was  a  miKtots 
d  pride  in  his  niotiv^,  and  that  he  «tood  t»  vmth 
on  the  point  of  honour^  (ooncessioiis  that  iqany  w31 
not  he  diq^osed  to  make)-MstiU  the  nice  and  hi^ 
isense  of  integrity  which  he  ufiifomly  diiplayedy  Ms 
great  "talaits,  and  the  eminent  s^vkes  whiofa  ^fa« 
had  performed  to  church  and  stote,  not  to  apeait  of 
his  bkth  and  c«xmesti(ms,  ought  to  have  seeored 
him  very  diflerent  treatment.  But  the  oourt  hated 
him  for  his  fidelity,  and  dr^ed  his  influence  in 
countenieting  its  favourite  plans.  There  was  ano- 
tiier  condd^ration  which  rendered  his  pardon  Inxp^ 
less.  JaAies  was  coMdous  that  he  had  deeply  in- 
jured Bruce  ♦.  There  is  one  proof  of  Ais  which  I 
fihaU  state,  as  it  affords  ^  striking  illustration  of  the 

*  *^Cii  Offends  non  pardona  /  et  si  j toais  ftince  a  it6  dc  cotte 
JbiiiQei9'»iP«I||i-^i  eitP^*'  ^fiys  tlie  Frencjb  ambitesador,  intcpre- 
sentibg  tbe  hopelessness  of  an  application  to  James  in  behalf  of 
the  soil  of  tbe  £arl  of  Qpwrie.  (Amba^sfides  ^c  M.  ^  1^  60- 
aerie,  torn  tii*  1080 
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i^lfmlkAe  'irtnte^  in  which  ^  dhbinii^atioii .  of 
jmtioe 'Was  at  tibat  4iine  in  the  nft^^ 

Bruee,  when^n  favour  m^  ti^e  courts  had  oh* 
tailed  a  gift  for.  life  xmtiif  the  iaad»  of  the  sklbtfy 
of  Aibroalh,  irUdi  he  had  eoji^yed  fitf  «  numher  df 
yeai»  ^.  In^  tlie  yvm*  15^  the  kipf  pri^ca^ly  dil»- 
pofled  cf  dm  to  Laid  Ibumlton.  He  first  Btinred 
i]^"l^  4;ettaatft  of  ^beaUbey  to  lesistips^yiiieiitf^ 
md  m^iOB  thisex^iediMt  £uled,  he  avoived  the  deed 
by  ^idi  he  had  diienated  the  wiiu%#  Bniee 
fii^iifiedhia  wilMi^eM^  t»  yield  up  the.gtft,  ^w- 
?ided>  die  Kiag^retfiiMd  it  in  hia  own  haads  ov  u^ 
pikid  it  to  tte-nse  of  the  chuioh  ;  hut  leaaming  that 
it  wasto  he  bestowed  cm  Lord  Haiailtm)^  he  reaol^ir* 
ed  to  defendhis  right  ^ Hia  Jkti^esty  eaUed  datm 
mme  of  th^  L<Hda#f  Session  to  tl]»  palace^  and  sent 
hin  dng  to>^tJiers,  and  by  thMata  and  persuasiima 
ndiM»rpttred'tto  iad«ee  them  to  give  «  dedskm 
IB  £ii«aur  of  the  erown* :  Thdbrjosdsh^,  h^KifeTer^ 

%Tbe  gnmt  its^fy  whicb  passed, the  sei^lp  on  the  15th  of  Oc- 
tober 1589,  speak^  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  services  whicli 
Brace  had  done  to  the  £ing>  and  to  the  Vfhoh  chdrcb»  *  be  ih- 
ftftming  of  fais  Mft^'^  and  ceonsall  of  «iG  thtn^  as  oonceros  the 

.mittdiezt^flinil  advancing  and  furtlMie^iBg  .the  same  baith  in 
cninself  and  s^onn/^  (Register  of  Privy  Seal,  vol*  ix«  fol. 
680  The  roonej  and  victual  contained  in  the  gift  are  regufarfy 
enteiM^  as  fais  stipend  in  the  Books  of  Assignation  and  Modifi« 
cation.  One  chalder  of  ivbeat  and  one  of  bear  were  given  from 
k,  witb.Broce^s  ttppr^ss  consent,  to  bis  colleague^ .  Bakaoqnbal. 
(Book  of  Assignation  for  the  year  15910 

t  Begkteri^  Deereetf  and  Acts  of  the  Coromissariot  of  St 

'  A^reiva^^  Ayg.  21. 1598^  cqnipand  vritb  Nov.  6. 15^^. 
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InmdBnide's  tide  t#  be  valid  and  oe»i]dete*.  Ott 
this  oocasion  James  exhibited  all  dsie  vi^leaee  4^  ma 
imbecile  and  ungoverned  rntad.  Bmng  in  ceuiC^ 
when  the  caiuie  was  heard^  and  peioeiTtng  that  it 
was  likely  to  be  decided  dimtrary  to  his  wishes*  he 
stormed,  and  asked  the  judges  how  tbey  dunst  give 
an  opinicm  against  Mm.  Seyeral  of  liie  lords  rooe» 
and  said,  that»  with  all  revareooe  to  his  M^ci8ty» 
unless  he  remored  them  from  th^  office,  they  both 
durst  and  would  delirer  their  sentiments  aoecwding 
tojustiee;  and,  with  the  exemption  of  one  judge,  the 
whole  boMh  yoted  against  the  party  who  had  the 
noyal  support.  James  threatened  the  advooatfs  who 
pleaded  for  Bruce  f  He  spoke  of  him  on  all  ooca^ 
fioons  with  the  utmost  aqierity ;  charging  him  with 
stealing  the  hearts  of  his  subjects,  and  saying,  that, 
w^re  it  not  finr  iduime,  he  would  ^'  throw  a  whinger 
in  his  ftce."  Determined  to  obtain  his  object,  he 
^  wakened  the  process,"  by  means  of  two  minist^s 
in  Angus  to  whom  he  transferred  a  part  of  the  an- 
nuity. At  a  private  interview,  in  the  presence  of 
Sir  George  Elphingston,  Bruce,  at  the  desire  of  his 
Migesty,  who  requested  him  to  *^  save  his  honour 
and  he  would  not  hurt  him,''  agreed  to  a  mode  of 
settling  the  dispute  which  was  sanctioned  by  the 
Lords  of  Sescdon.    But  the  King  afterwards  set 

*  Action :  Gilbert  Auchtoloiiw  in  Bonkocm  &c  against  Lord 
Hamilton  and  Mr  Bobeit  Brace  ^  Jnne  16. 1599.  (Begitter  of 
Acts  and  DecreeU  of  the  Court  of  Seaaion,  vol.  ISS.  fol.  1980 

t  Broce^t  counsel  were  Thonas  Ciaig,  JohA  iUssdi  asd  Jain0s 
Donaldson. 
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aside  this  deenee  by  his  sole  Autkodty*  altered  the 
Bsmuteofthexonfty  and  threatened  to  hang  the  detk 
if  he  gftve  an  extract  of  it  in  its  ora^nal  and  au*- 
th^tic  fcam.  Brace  was  thus.  de{»ived  of  the 
greater  part  of  his  annuity,  and  the  remainder  was 
given  him  only  dudng  the  royal  |deiasitre;  upon 
nibkh  he  threw  np  Jiis^  gift  in  cbsdain  *. 

The  eagamecs  whkh  James  shewed  to  have  tiie 
ccmspiniGy  of  Gowrio  hdieved^  increased  instead  of 
lanodng  the  pnUic  incredulity  #  He  issued  a  man* 
date  to  change  ihe  weekly  sermcm  in  all  towns  to 
Tue^y,  liie  day  on  which  the  event  happened  f> 
Not  contented  with  tl^  dbsexvanoe  of  a  national 
thanksgiving  on  the  ooeasioo,  he  procured  an  sot 
of  pai&ro^nt,  Qidaining,  ^suA  the  fifth  day  of  Av^iit 
should  be  kept  yeady  '*  in  all  times  and  i^ges  to 
come,"  by  idl  his  sufafects^  »&  a ''  parpetual  monument 
toltbm  ssost  humble,  hearty,  and  unfeigned  thanks 
to  God''  for  his  ^'  mimculous  and  esLtraor^nary  de- 
Hveranee  £rom  the  faorrUde  and  detestable  murd^ 
and  punicide  attemi^ed  against  his  M^isty's  .most 
noUe  person  t."  This  appointment  was  offensive 
on  different  grounds.  It  was  an  assumption,  on  the 
part  of  the  parliament,  of  the  right  of  the  church- 
esurta  to  judge  in  what  related  to  the  worship  of 
God.     It  was  at  variance  witb  the  principles  of  the 

*  GftM.  V.  Se^^-Sff!^  40S~413« 

t  Hfrd  of  Pmy  Cmiiidl,  Aug.  21.  16(KK  Becord  of  the 
Kirk  Setuea  of  St  Aodteirs,  Aag.  M*  EiUmOs  from  Bee,  of 
iKkk  SoMiQii  <tf  Glaagow^  Sift.  as.  1000» 

t  Act.  Park  Scot.  iv.  213..^ 


17C  LIFE  OF  ANBBmff  MELTILLE^ 

dnuch  of  Scotlaady  which,  ever  dnee  ^  Be&fnuM 
^xm,  had  oefidemned  and  laid  aside  the  ohaeetanct 
irreligious  annivosaries  and  of  all  recmrruig  h^* 
days,  with  the  ^co^tion  of  tli^  weekly  rest  The 
Mppcintme^t  in  question  waa  HaUe  to  peculiar,  ob^ 
fe^ione^  m  dcaibts  were  very  genendly  eotartoioed 
of  the  reality  of  the  c<»ispiracy  to  which  it  related ; 
"Oa  whidi  aceount  ministers  and  peojde  were  an- 
nually forced  either  to  ofier  mock  thanl^guringii  to 
i^  Almighty  or  to  incur  the  rescartment  f£  tbe 
goyemm^t.  On  thk  last  ground,  die  £}i^Ud^ 
accustomed  as  they  were  to  submit  to  such  ema^ai^ 
ments  mi  their  natusal  and  ileligious  liborty,  nmr^ 
mured  at  the  introduic^im  of  this  2^w.h<^ay^. 
Yet  such  influence  had  the  King  now  ohta&ed 
over  ike  churehncourts,  that  the  Geniend  .Asseiably^ 
held  at  HolyioofUiguse  in  the  year  1608*  gave  ilto 
sanction  to  the  appointnmt ;  akd  ^us  expomk  tim 
dburdi  <^  Soodasd  tojust  xeffxouh  &om  ]|e£;adver- 
saries,  as  i^p^eeii^  to  keep  9xL  annudl  festivid  m 
eommemoir^tion:  of  the  delivierance  of  an  ^irtblir 

*  *'  Amongst  a  number  of  othey:  novelties,  be  (James)  brought 
a  new  liolj-day  into  the  church  of  England,  i^rein  God  had 
public  thanks  gtt^en  linA  fyr  his  Majesties  deimfance  out  <^  fhje 
hands  of  Earle  Goorie  :  and  t)iis  fell  oat  ^pQQ  the  fi|^h  «f  Jim" 
gfMtf  00  which  many  Ires  were  told  either  at  home  or  abroad,  i|i 
the  quire  of  St  Faols  church  or  the  Long  Walk :  For  no  Scotch 
man  you  would  meet  beyond  sea  but  did  laugh  at  it,  and  the  peri* 
jiatetiqile  politicians  said  the  relation  in  print  did '  murder  i^ 
possibility  of  credit.^*  (Osborne^s  Hist.  Memoirs :  Steret  His* 
tpr^  of  the  Court  of  James  the  First,  vol.  i.  p.  076,)  ^  Hie 
Epglish  (says  Sir  Anthony  Wetldoo^  believe  as  tittie  the  tmtli  ef 
thftt  story  as  the  Scots  themsehr^  did.**    (lUd;  p^  9^,) 
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pim^  while  she  reftued  this  himimr  to  the  hhrth 
aad  de«th  of  her  cUrine  SiiTioiir,  and  to  the  most 
isqi^rtaiit  erents  in.  the  history  x^  Chiistianity  *. 
:  James  MddUe  was  one  of  those  who  tefused  to 
dbey  this  a<it  pf  patliament  and  assemUy*  He  had 
eoncorred- with  theeommisaonete  of  th^  ehureh  and 
tW  synod' of  Fife  in  a|^Mmitiiig  a  public  thanks^ 
gi«ii^  ittittiediately  afi^  the  6oft^it«ey  f.  Bat  he 
D^tsed^  keep  tl^  mwresntty.  The  King  sum* 
mmd  him  and  sei^eftd  of  his  brethren  to  imswer 
%  their  disobe^^nfeoji  and  threatened  to  proeeed 
apnna^  them  cUpitaUy  if  they  declined  die  privy 
era^;  but  hxtiog  asoertaoi^  that  they  were 
pi^par(»d  to  run  all  bumrds^  he  satiified  himself 
with  givii^  them  a  royad  adm<Miition  in  the  presrace 
of  ti^^eommisriaoers  of  the  Gen^ml  Assembly.  It 
doestsot  iij^ear  ihat  tile  ministeis  were  afterwardi 
pot  t»  toooUe  <m  this  head  t. 

It  wmdd  s^m  that  Metrilie  was  permitted  to 
lit  inthe  Genmd  AMBeoAAy  ydddi  met  at  Bwnt- 
ijdand  in  May  1^1  f    it  was  on  thia  ooeasioD 

*  Bnik  of  Uiiir.  Kirk,  f.  204,  b. 

t  IdelTilteyDif  rj,  p.  368.  '*  Atthat  tyme,  (ibe  end  of  August 
1600,)  being  ia  Falkland,  J  saw  a  fuscamhulus  French nuin ,  plaj 
Strang  and  incredible  pratticks  upon  stented  takell  in  the  palace 
dos,  befcNr  tbie  king,  qoein  and  haill  coort.  Thu  uhu  poHticklk 
4m^  i»  mi^gtliftAe  Qjuei^  andjfcipkfir  G^(wn€$^dwclaer.  Even 
Uien  was  Hendersone  ti;jed  befor  ws^  and  Goivries  pedagpg  wb^a 
baid  bein  boted.'*     (Ibid.)  , 

t  Record  of  Privy  CouncU,  Aug.  12. 1602.  Cald.  vl.  617. 

,     f  Calderwood  (▼•  570.)  mentions  him  as  voting  in  the  priiy 

conference  against  the  trsnslatioQ  of  the  jninisters  of  £dinburgh. 
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thftt  the  King  puWidy  rraewed  hisr  vows  as  a  cove- 
nanter. His  embassy  to  the  court  c£  Rome  had  not 
been  well  recetved^  and  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Eng- 
land had  shewn  themselves  un&vomraUe  to  his  right 
of  succesfiion  to  the  crown.  At  home  he  had  incurred 
great  odium  by  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Gowrte, 
as  to  whose  guilt  ^e  body  ci  the  people  were  invhici-^ 
Uy  incredulous.  After  the  assemUy  had  been  oc^ 
cupied  for  a  considerable  time  in  deliberation  on  tlie 
^  causes  of  Uie  general  defections  from  ike  parity, 
feeal)  and  practice  of  the  true  religion  in  all  estates  of 
the  country^  and  how  the  same  may  be  most  effiMStu- 
ally  remedied^**  his  Majesty  rose  and  addressed  them 
with  great  appearance  of  sincerity  and  pious  "feelteg; 
He  confessed  his  offences  and  mismanagemente  in  the 
government  <^the  kingdom ;  and,  l^ng  up  his  han^ 
he  vowed,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  dTthe  assem^ 
bly,  that  he  would,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Mte  mA 
die  in  the  religion  presently  professed  in  ^  realm 
of  Sccftland,  defefid  it  against  its  adversaries,  minis^ 
ter  justice  feithfully  to  his  subjects,  discountenance 
those  who  attempted  to  hinder  him  in  this  good 
work,  reform  whatever  was  amiss  in  >his  person 
or  &mily,  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  gdod 
and  Christian  King  better  than  he  had  hitherta 
performed  them..  At  his  request  the  members  of 
assembly  gave  a  similar  pledge  for  the  feithfiol  dis- 
charge of  their  duty ;  and  it  was  ordained  that  this 
mutual  vow  shoidd  be  intimated  from  the  pulpits 
on  the  following  Sabbath,  to  convince  the  pepj^e  oi^ 
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his  Majesty*^  good  dispositions,  imd  of  the  cordiality 
which  subdsted  between  him  and  liie  dmrch  *. 

It  was  at  this  assembly  tlrat  a  motion  was  made 
to  revise  the  common  translation  of  the  Bible,  and  the 
metrical  versimi  of  the  Pisalms.    The  former  of  these 
was  the  only  piece  of  reform  whidh  James  exerted 
himself  in  effecting  after  his  accession  to  the  Eng* 
Ush  throne.    On  the  present  occasion,  we  are  told, 
he  made  a  long  speed],  in  the  course  of  which  he 
dwdt  on  the  honomr  which  sndi  a  work,  would  re- 
flect on  the  chuvdi  of  Scotland.  ^  He  did  mentdoil 
sundry  escapes  in  the  common  translation,  and  made 
it  senn  diat  he  was  no  less  convarsant  in  the  Scrip- 
tures than,  they  whose  professimi  it  was ;  and  when 
be  came  to  speak  of  the  Psalms,  did  recite  whole 
veises  of  the  same,  shewmg  both  the  £iults  cf  the 
metre  and  <iie  discrepance  from  the  text    It  was 
ihe  joy  of  all  that  were  present  to  hear  it,  and  bred 
aot  little  admiratiim  in  the  wfade  assembly  f  •'*    But 
ravished  as  they  were,  and  ^ud  as  they  might  be» 
of  having  for  a  king  so  great  a  divine  and  linguist 
and  poet»  ihe  assembly  did  not  think  it  fit  to  gra- 
tify his  Majesty  by  naming  him  on  the  committee; 
hut  recommended  the  translatibn  of  the  Bible  to 
such  of  thMr  own  number  as  were  best  acquainted 
with  the  cmginal  hnguages,  and  the  correction  of 
the  Psalmody  to  Pontj:.     This  did  not,  howevei^ 

*Ca]cl,y.577«5;rs.  Melville's  Diarj,  p.  3^6.    Hitt.oflbe 
Dec).  Age,  p.  25,  26.;_Hoi?*ft  Hist  p.  62^ 
.   t  Spotsvmd,  466.  ^ 

X  Bink  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  197,  b. 
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prevent  Jamesf  fi:toi  empJoyisg  fa&  poetio^I  taUbnttf 
on  a.  new  versioil  of  the  P^ms,  inti^&ded  to  be  siiiig 
ib,  churches.'  If  he-had  given  encoiir^ment  ta  the 
mhiisters  to  proteimte  dudi  works  as  the^,  instead 
of  iirltatiDg  theni,  and  etftbdtrai^dng  himsriifi  by  ti^ 
agitation  d'qUestibfis  reqf^^illg  fortes  <if>eedesias« 
tieal  government,  J^im^^'  woiEdd  have  apt^  like  a 
wise  prince.  H6  would  have  gained  thdur  esteem, 
diverted  them  from  those  pt)Utieal  dii^ssfona  :<^ 
whieh  he  wils  so  jaal<ms,  a)ad  essentially  proitf^teA 
thb  interests  of  rdigion  and  letti^rs  in  \6b  nativt^ 
kingdom. 

.  There  were  oth^  undertakings  of  great  insert- 
antfe  ftom  whidi  they  were  distiJaeted  by  the-  pie* 
postcsrous  and  b&leiul  policy  of  the!€oiirt«  AmoE^ 
the^e  wa£(  the  intrdductioli  of  the  meai^  tjfi  kn^w- 
le^e  into  the  HigUadds  and  Islaiids  ibf  Sec^had. 
In  the  year  15975  the  General  AssemUy'ainMiiiiti^ 
some  of  their  numb^  to  visit  the  N^hI{%hkiidiL 
In  pasdi^  through  the  shires  cf  Inv^arness,  Ro«u 
and  Murray,  the  visitors  found  an  unexpedjbd  avi- 
dity for  religioiisiiistruetion  in  the  pe(^le,  and  great 
readiness  cm  the  part  of  the  principal  ptojirietors  to 
tmake  provision  for  it.  The  chi^  df  the  elan  Made* 
into$h  subscribed  obligations  for  the  ptjrtneat  of 
stipends  in  the  diffa'ent  parishes  on  his  estate;  add 
observing  that  the  visitors  were  surprised  at  his  al- 
acrity, he  said  to  them ;  "  Ye  may  think  me  liberal, 
because  no  minister  will  venture  to  come  among  us. 
But  get  me  the  men,  and  I  will  find  sufficient  cau- 
tion for  safety  of  their  persons,  obedience  to  their 


LIFE   OF   AK1>BSW  MELVIf^LE.     ^      177 

jbeia^e  and  discipline,  and  good  payment  of  their 
siapend,  either  in  St  Johnston,  Dundee,  or  Aheiv 
deen."  "  Indeed,  (says  Jam^s  Melville,  who  was  o|ie 
of  ^e  visitors)  I  have  ever  since  regretted  the  estate 
of  our  H]ghlands,,and  am  sure  if  Christ  were  preach* 
ed  among  them,  they  would  shame  many  Lowland 
pro&ssers;  Andif  pains  were  taken  hut  as  willingly 
by  prince  and  pastors  to  plant  their  kirks  as  there  is 
fer  wrackii^  and  displantipg  the  hest  constitutedf 
Ckrii^  might  l^  preached  and  helieved  hoth  in  High- 
lands  a|id  Beyers*."- — ^About  the  same  time  a 
scheme  was  planned  for  civilizing  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Weitem  Ides,  who  were  in  a  state  of  complete 
barbariBm,ai^  scarcely  owned  even  a  nominal  subjec- 
tion to  the  ^rown,  A  number  of  private  g€intlemen» 
dbiefly  belonging  to  Fife,  undertook  to  plant  a  colony 
in  Lewis,  and  the  adjacent  places,  which  formed  the 
kp4^p.pf  the  IsIqs.  They  obtained  a  charter,  con- 
Sirm^pf^lisanent,  which  conferred  on  them  vari- 
ous privileges,  and  among  other  thii^  authorized 
them  tp  erect  ten  parish  churches,  which  were  to  be 
ttidowed  from  the  revenues  of  the  bishopric  of  the 
Isles  f .  The  presbytery  of  St  Andrews  took  a  warm 
mt^est  in  this  undertaking;  and  at  their  appoint- 
ineptv  Ri^ri;  D|iry,  minister  of  Anstruther,  sailed 
;  to  Lewis  in  the  year  1601,  to  assist  the  gentlemen 
<jf  the  society  in  the^|antation  of  their  churches  t* 

*  Melville'*  Diary,  p.  325. 

t  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  248-^250.    Spotsw.  p.  468. 
'  X  Hecord  of  Kirk  Session  of  Anstrutber  Wester,  April  SO. 
IQQl.  ,  .     ^    , 

VOL.  H,  M 
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"the  next  time  we  heat  of  Dury,  he  is  a  prisoner  in 
!Kackness>  for  holding  a  meeting  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly*. 

While  James  remained  in  Scotland,  the  scheme 
of  introducing  episcc^acy,  though  never  lost  si^t  o£, 
Was  cautioiusly  prosecuted.  After  the  dissolutioii 
of  the  Assembly  held  at  Bruntisland,  the  commis* 
sioners  of  the  church  s^dressed  a  circular  lett»  to 
the  ministers,  intimating,  that  the  Spanish  moiHirdi 
had  hostile  intentions  against  Britain,  and  revest- 
kig  them  to  impress  th^  people  vdth  a  sense  of 
their  danger,  and  to  assure  them  that  his  Majesty 
was  resolved  to  hazard  hisi  Ufe  and  crown  in  the 
defence  of  the  gospel  f.  Melville  wrote  upon  hifi 
copy  of  the  letter,  Hannibal  ad  jportas  f  He  wa$ 
coiivii^^   that   the   fears   of  the   commissi<»ieK 

^  Among  the  means  used  for  the  reformation  of  the  Highland, 
k  ib  p*dper  to  mention  the  translation  of  Knox's  Liturgy,  as  it  is 
chilled,  into  Gaelic,  by  John  Carswell,  Superintendent  of  the  West, 
and  Bishop  of  the  Isles.  It  was  entitled  '^  FoiRM  NA  NuRRKuiD- 
HEADH,*'  I.  e.  Forms  ofBrayer  ;  and  was  printed  at  Edinburgh 
\j  Robert  Lekprevick,  24^h  April  156f  •  An  account  Of  tfais 
iwry  curious  and  rare  work,  and  interesting  extracts  from  it,  ac-^ 
companied  with  an  English  translation,  may  be  seen  in  Leyden's 
notes  to  Descriptive  Poems,  pp.  214 — 227.  See  also  Martin's  De- 
scriptiot)  of  the  Western  Islands,  p.  127.  I  have  little  doubt  that 
the  Highlanders  had  the  Psalms  in  their  own  language  duHng 
the  16th  century*  A  Gaelic  translation  of  the  first  fifty  Psalms 
was  published  by  the  Synod  of  Argyle  in  the  year  1650  \  most 
probably  made  from  the  newly  authorized  version  in  English. 

t  The  death  of  Philip  II.  in  the  year  1598,  was  fatal  to  the 
hopes  which  had  for  so  many  years  Instigated  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Scotland  to  disturb  the  peace  of  their  native  country. 
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were  affected,  and  that  their  object  was  to  raise  a 
fidse  aIarjD»  with  the  view  of  turning  the  public 
attention  from  their  own  operations.  Accordingly, 
he  neglected  no  opportunity  of  arousing  his  brethren 
to  a  due  sense  of  the  real  danger  to  which  they 
were  exposed.  In  a  discourse  delivered  at  tho 
Weekly  Exercise  in  the  month  of  June  1602,  he 
eondemned  the  unfaithfulness  and  secular  spirit 
which  were  become  common  among  ministers  of  the 
gospd.  Gladstanes  and  his  colleague,  feeling  them* 
selves  galled  with  this  rebuke,  sent  informationi^ 
against  him  to  court ;  and  the  King  having  come 
to  St  Andrews,  issued  a  lettre  de  cachet,  without 
any  authority  from  the  privy  council,  confining  him 
within  the  precincts  of  his  college  *.  The  design 
of  this  arbitrary  mandate  was  in  part  counteracted 
by  a  plan  which  was  adopted  by  the  members  of 
presbytery,  who  were  almost  all  pupils  of  Melville. 
They  set  on  foot  an  exercise  in  the  New  College 

*  '*  Apud  S.  Aiidrewcs  undeclmo  dier  mensis  Jnlij,  anno  donint 
1602.  The  kings  Ma.  for  ceitaine  causes  and  considerations  move- 
iDg  bb  H.  ordalnes  a  macer  or  oy^  officer  of  armes,  to  passe  &  in 
his  name  and  authoritie  command  and  charge  M^  Andrew  Mel- 
▼ill  principall  of  the  New  CoUedge  of  S<  Andrewes  to  lenaaine 
and  containe  himself  in  waird  within  the  precinct  of  the  said 
CoUedge,  and  in  noe  wise  to  resort  or  reparie  without  the  said 
precincts  while  he  be  lawfully  and  orderly  releeyed^  and  freed  be 
his  ma :  under  the  paine  of  rebellion  and  puttbg  of  him  to  ye 
bomei  with  certification  to  him,  if  he  faile  and  doe  in  the  coa- 
trare  that  he  shall  be  incontinent  therafter  denounced  rebell  and 
putt  to  ye  home,  and  all  his  moveables  goods  escheat  to  his  H. 
ii8e»  for  his  contemption* 

(Cald.  vi.  615.)  Thomas  Fentenn  messinger." 

MS 
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ki  which  they  alternately  treated  a  theological  qn&ah- 
tion.  This  was  attended  by  the  whole .  university* 
The  questions  selected  were  chiefly  such  as  related 
to  the  popish  supremacy  and  hierarchy,  and  the  dis* 
eussion  was  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it 
bear  on  all  the  points  which  were  in  dispute  between 
presbyterians  and  episcopalians.  By  this  means 
both  ministers  and  students  were  confirmed  in  their 
attachment  to  presbytery,  and  qualified  for  defend^ 
ing  it  against  its  adversaries.  As  the  exercise  was 
pierformed  in  the  Latin  language,  as  it  was  agreeaJble 
to  the  directions  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  as 
the  papists  were  the  only  opponents  who  were  named, 
the  court  could  find  no  plausible  pretext  for  sup* 
pressing  it  *.  . 

During  the  confinement  of  his  unde,  James  Mel^ 
ville  exerted  himself  with  uncommon  zeal,  and  dis- 
played a  resolution  and  courage  of  which  he  had 
been  supposed  incapable.  Perceiving  that  his  good 
nature  had  been  imposed  on  by  designing  and  faith- 
less brethren,  that  his  silence  was  construed  into 
consent,  and  that  the  compliances  which  he  made, 
with  a  view  to  peace  and  harmony,  were  uniformly 
followed  by  farther  encroachments  on  the  rights  of 
the  church,  he  determined,  henceforward,  infle^Kibly 
to  maintain  his  ground,  invariably  to  act  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  and  to  lend  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  fair  professions  of  men  who  meant 
imly  to  deceive  and  overreach  f .    He  attended  the 

*  Melrille^s  Hist,  of  the  Decl.  Age,  pp.  27—8. 

f  During  the  sitting  of  the  Osneral  Asiemblj  in  the  year  1609^ 
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assemblies  of  the  church  at  the  risk  of  his  life»  and 
when  confined  by  a  lingering  disease  he  wrote  them 
from  his  sick-bed  letters  cont^ning  the  freest  adr 
vices  and  the  most  powerful  exhortations  to  con- 
stancy. With  the  view  of  preventing  his  opposition 
to  the  court  measures  at  a  meeting  of  the  synod  of 
Fife,  intimation  was  made  to  him  that  the  King 
had  given  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  the  purpose  of  commencing  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion against  him ;  but  he  paid  so  little  regard  to 
this  threatening,  that  Sir  Robert  Murray,  in  re^ 
porting  the  proceedings  of  the  synod,  informed  his 
Majesty,  that  James  Melville  was  become  moce 
fiery  than  his  uncle.  Being  told  that  the  King 
hated  him  more  than  any  man  in  Scotland  for  cro^Sr 
iBg  his  plans,  he  coolly  replied. 

Nee  sperans  aliquid,  nee  extimescens, 
ExamuiTerk  impotends  iram  *• 

The  death  <^  Elizabeth  at  length  put  James  in 
possession  of  the  new  kingdom  for,  which  he  had 

Jameii  Melville  was  sent  for  to  the  palace.  As  he  came  out  of 
the  cabinet,  William  Row,  minbter  of  Strathmiglo,  who  was 
waiting  for  access,  overheard  the  King  sajing  to  one  of  his  at*- 
tbodants  :  **  This  is  a  good  simple  man.  1  have  streaked  cream 
n  his  month :  Til  warrant  you^  be  will  procure  a  number  of  votes 
for  me  to-morrow.**  Bow  communicated  to  James  Melville  what 
be  bad  heard,  and  the  latter  having  next  daj  given  bis  vote  against 
the  proposal  of  the  coot  t,  his  Majesty  would  not  believe  it,  until 
the  clerk  had  called  his  name  a  second  time.  (Livingstones 
Cbaracteristicks,  art.  WilUam  Eow») 

*  Wodrow^s  Life  of  Mr  James  MeWil,  pp.  96»  102.  vol.  1& 
MS&  in  BibK  Col.  Glaa. 
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SO  ardently  longed.  In  the  speech  which  he  made 
in  the  High  Church  of  Edinburgh  before  setting 
out  for  England,  he  professed  his  satisfaction  that 
he  left  the  church  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  intention  of  making  any 
further  alteration  of  its  government.  He  repeated 
this  assurance  to  the  deputies  of  the  synod  of  Lo- 
thian, who  waited  on  him  as  he  passed  through 
Haddington.  In  answer  to  a  petition  which  they 
presented  in  behalf  of  their  confined  brethren,  he 
said,  that  he  had  parted  on  the  best  terms  with 
Bruce,  that  he  had  expected  that  Davidson  would 
wait  on  him  as  he  came  through  Prestonpans, 
and  that  he  had  given  Melville  the  liberty  of 
going  six  miles  round  St  Andrews*.  All  the 
ministers  ofiPered  their  cordial  congratulations  to 
James  on  this  occasion,  although  they  could  not 
but  be  apprehensive  that  he  would  aV/aU  himself  of 
the  additional  power  which  it  gave  him  for  over- 
turning their  ecclesiastical  liberties  f ,  The  severity 
with  which  Melville  had  been  treated  did  not  pre- 
vent him  from  employing  his  muse  in  celebrating 
the  peaceable  accession  of  his  sovereign  to  the  throne 
of  England : 

Scotan^e  Princeps  optime  principiuis, 
Scotangle  Princeps  maxime  prmcipum, 

*  Cald.  vi.d99— rOI,  Melvilie^s  Hist,  of  the  DecliDing  Age, 
p.  36.  The  Rising  and  Usnrpatione  of  oyr  pretendit  Bishopes, 
MS.  p.  21.  The  relaxation  of  Melville^a  confioenient  was  pro- 
cured by  means  of  t|ie  Q^aeen's  mediaitioD.     (Cald.  vi.  6150 

t  Row^fl  Hitt  pp.  191~2. 
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Scotobritan-hiberne  Princeps : 

Orte  polo,  nate,  sate  princeps, 
In  regna  concors  te  rocat  Anglia ; 
Te  Vallia  omnis ;  te  omiiis  lenuA; 

£t  fata  Romae ;  &  Gallicaiti 

Per  veteres  titulos  triumphi 
Addunt  avitis  imperils  novos 
Sceptri  decores ;  Orcadum  &  insulis 

Hetlandicisque,  &  plus  trecentis 

Hebridibus  nemorosa  tempe : 
Qui  belluQsus  cautibus  obstrepit 
Nereus  Britaimis,  qui  Notus  imbrifer^ 

Qua  Circius,  Yultumus,  Eurus 

Quadrijuga  vehitur  procella : 
Ci^us  mentis  nauifrago  impetu 
Vim  sensit  atram  classis  Iberica 

Allisa  flictu  confraginosis 

RujMbus,  6c  scopulis  tremendis. 

#  •  *  * 

Tui  videndi  incensa  cupidine 
Plebs  flagrat  immenso,  Eripe  te  mora 

Scotobritan-hiberne  Princeps. 

Vive  diu  populoque  fcelix, 
Gratusque.  Votis  &  prece  supplice 
Rerum  parentem  concilia :  &  refer 

Exorsa  regni  leeta,  sanctum 

Christus  imperium  ut  gubemet, 
Fraenans  proteruae  regna  licentiae, 
Laxans  modests  firaena  decentiae, 

Vt  vera  virtus  verticem  mox 

C^mspicuum  super  astr^  toUat  *• 

•  Melvini  Mus»,  pp.  12—15.  Tbew  are  three  poems  bj  Jiim 
on  the  accessioa  of  James»  and  one  on  the  sickness  of  Eliiabeth. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


]\/J[slvill£  s  carrespmdence  with  learned  foreign- 
ers— his  apology  for  the  non-conformist  minis- 
ters  of  England- — Hampton-court  conference — 
proposed  union  of  the  two  kingdoms-^^alh  of 
John  Davidson — plan  of  the  court  fur  supersede 
ing  the  general  assembly — ministers  imprison- 
ed for  holding  an  assembly  at  Aberdeen--rCon- 
victed  of  High  Treason — -MelpiUe  protests  in 
parliament  against  episcop^cy-^xtract  from 
reasons  of  protest — he  is  called  to  London  with 
seven  of  his  hrethren-^their  appearances  hefore 
the  Scottish  privy  council — sermons  preached , 
for  their  conversion — tliey  are  prohibited  from 
returning  to  Scotlund — Melvillds  ejngram  on 
the  royal  altar— he  is  called  before  the  privy 
council  of  England  for  it-'-^onfined  to  the  Jwuse 
of  the  dean  of  St  Paufs — convention  of  minis* 
ters  at  JJinlithgow—amstant  moderators  ap- 
pointed— the  ministers  at  London  ordered  to 
lodge  with  English  bishops — interview  between 
them  and  archbishop  Bancroft — Melville  called 
a  seccmd  time  before  the  council  of  England^^ 
sent  to  the  Tower — reflections  on  his  treatment 
— his  brethren  cof^ned^-^eir  dignified  he^ 
kaviour. 
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While  the  jealousy  of  the  government  led  them 
to  circumscribe  the  usefulpess  of  Melville  in  every 
way  that  was  within  their  power,  his  reputation 
contiilued  to  spread  on  the  Continent.     Some  of  the 
most  distinguished  pf  the  foreign  literati  courted 
his  friendship,  and  corresponded  with  him  by  letters. 
Among  these  was  Isaac  Cas^i^bon,  who,  after  teach- 
ing in  the  academies  of  Geneva  and  Montpellier, 
had  taken  up  his  residence,  and  was  prosecuting 
his  critical  studies,  at  Paris,  wh^rie  he  enjoyed  an 
honorary  salary  as  Reader  to  Henry  IV.  and  Keep- 
er of  the  Royal  Librarj\     The  correspondence  be- 
tween them  began  in  the  year  1601,  when  Casau- 
bon  addressed  a  letter  to  Melville  couched  in  the 
most  flattering  terms.     "  The  present  epistle,  leaxn- 
ed  Melville,  is  dictated  by  the  purest  and  most  sin- 
cere affection.     Your  piety  and  erudition  are  uni- 
versally known,  and  have  endeared  your  name  to 
every  good  man  and  every  lover  of  letters.  I  was  first 
made  acquainted  with   your  character  at  Geneva, 
through  the  conversation  of  those  great  men,  Beza, 
the  deceased  Stephanus  *,  and  the  learned  Lectins, 
all  of  whom,  with  many  others,  as  often  as  your 
name  was  mentioned,  were  accustomed  to  speak  in 
the  highest  terms  of  your  integrity,  probity,  and 
genius.     You  know  the  effect  of  splendid  virtues 

•  H^nry  Stephens,  the  learned  printer,  was  the  father- in-lftw 
of  Casaubon. 
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on  the  minds  of  the  ingenuous ;  and  I  have  always 
admired  the  saying  of  the  ancients,  that  all  good 
men  are  linked  together  hy  a  sacrod  friendship,  al- 
though  often  separated  '  by  many  a  mountain  and 
many  a  town.'     Having  for  a  long  time  loved  and 
silently  revered  your  piety  and  learning,  (two  things 
in  which  I  have  always  been  ambitious  to   excel)   I 
have  at  length  resolved  to  send  this  letter  as  an  ex- 
pression of  my  feelings  toward  you.     Accept  of  it, 
learned  Sir,  as  a  small  but  sincere  testimony  of  that 
regard  which  your  reputation  has  excited  in  the  breast 
of  a  stranger.    Permit  me  at  the  same  time  to  make 
a  complaint,  which  is  common  to  me  with  all  the 
lovers  of  learning  who  are  acquainted  with  your  rare 
erudition.     We  are  satisfied  that  you  have  beside 
you  a  number  of  writings,  especially  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  sacred  literature,  which,  if  communicat- 
ed to  the  studious,  would  be  of  the  greatest  ben^t 
to  the  church  of  God.     Why  then  do  you  suppress 
them,  and  deny  us  the  fruits  of  your  wakeful  hours  ? 
There  are  already  too  many,  you  will  say,  who  bum 
with  a  desire  to  appear  before  the  public.   True,  moi$ 
learned  Sir;  we  have  many  authors,  but  we  have  few 
or  no  Melvilles.     Let  me  entreat  you  to  make  your 
appearance,  and  to  act  the  part  which  providence  liii3 
assigned  you  in  such  a  manner  as  that  we  also  nugr 
share  the  benefit  of  your  labours.     Farewell,  leara- 
ed  Melville;  and  henceforward  red^on  me  in  the 
number  of  your  friends  *." 

*  Csisauboni  Epistolae,  p.  129.  edit.  Almeloveen.    Tbere  is 
odIj  another  letter  to  Melville  in  the  collection,     (ib.  p.  254.) 


tlFE   OF  ANDBEW  MELVILLE.  187 

Another  of  Melville's  foreign  correspondents  was 
Momay  du  Flessis,  a  nobleman  who  united  in 
bis  character  the  best  qualities  of  the  soldiery  the 
statesman,  the  scholar,  and  the  Christian.  The  cor- 
respondence  between  them  appears  to  hare  commenc* 
ed  on  the  occasion  of  a  controversy  excited  among 
the  protestants  of  France,  by  a  peculiar  opinion  re- 
specting the  doctrine  of  justification,  which  Pisca- 
tor,  a  celebrated  theologian  at  Herbom  in  the  Pala* 
tinate,  had  started.  The  National  Synod  of  the 
Frendi  Churches,  which  met  at  Gap  in  the  yeajr 
1603,  passed  a  severe  censure  on  the  novel  tenet, 
tnid  wrote  to  other  reformed  churches  and  univeri^ 
ties  requesting  them  to  assist  in  its  suppres- 
sion *.  Melville  and  his  colleague  Jonston  convey- 
ed their  sentiments  on  the  subject  in  a  letter  to  du 
Flessis.  They  did  nci  presume  to  judge  of  the 
sentence  cf  the  Synod  of  Gap,  but  begged  leave  to 
expiess  ii^ii  fears  that  strong  measures  would  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  disputants,  and  that  the 
&rther  agitation  of  the  question  might  breed  a 
dissolution  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
evangelical  churches.  It  appeared  to  them,  that  both 
parties  held  the  protestant  doctrine  of  justification, 
and  only  differed  a  little  in  their  mode  of  explain- 
ing it.  They,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  their  breth- 
ren, intreated  du  Flessis  to  employ  the  author- 
It  appears  from  this  that  he  had  received  letters  from  Melville, 
(comp.  p.  X43.) 

*  Quick,  8f  nodicon,  i.  22 7.  Piscator  was  accuRed  of  holding 
that  ttie  soffierings  of  Christ  only,  and  not  the  actions  of  his  life, 
are  imputed  to  helievers  in  jtlstification. 


188  LIFE   OF   ANDREW   MELVILLE; 

ity  which  his  piety,  prudence,  learned  writings,  and 
illustrious  services  in  the  cause  of  Christianity  had 
given  him  in  the  Gallican  church,  to  hring  about 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  controversy  *.  In  his 
reply  to  this  letter,  du  Plessis  expressed  his  apjj^o* 
batiou  of  the  prudent  advice  whidi  they  had  given, 
and  informed  them  of  the  happy  effects  which  it 
had  produced  f .  The  King  of  Great  Britain  reck^ 
oned  it  incumbent  on  him,  in  his  new  character 
tii  Defender  of  the  Fjaith^  to  interfere  in  this  dis- 
pute, as  he  afterwards  did  very  warmly  in  die  con- 
troversies excited  by  Arminius  and  Vorstius-  The 
Synod  of  Gap  also  gave  him  umbrage  by  a  dednra- 
tion  which  he  considered  as  derogating  from  the 
due  authority  of  bishops  %. 

The  ministers  of  Scotland  waited  with  anxiety 
to  see  how  James  would  act  towards  that  numerous 
and  respectable  body  of  his  new  subjects  who  had 
aU  along  pleaded  for  a  £Eulher  reformation  in  thd 
English  church.  From  this  they  could  fotm  ai 
pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  line  of  conduct  whidi 
he  intended  to  pursue  with   themselves.    Befi^e 

*  Epistola  ad  Morneium,^  M^.  in  Efibl.  Jurid.  £diD«  iM.  6.  9. 
no.  46.  &  Rob.  III.  2.  18.  no.  10. 

t  Vie  de  M.  da  Plessis,  p.  307.  Quick,  Synoilicon,  i.  265—- 6* 
X  The  SjDod  declared  that  the  tUie  SupentOendeiA^  in  their 
ConfessipOy  d^  not  imply  ^  anj  superiority  of  one  Pastor  above 
another.^*  (Quick,  i.  JSS7*)  Against  this  James  sent  a  remon- 
strance. ^Laval,  Hist*  vol.  v.  p.  415.)  Du  Plessisy  in  a  letter 
to  M.  de  la  Fontainei  apolc^izes  for  the  declaration  of  the  Synod. 
(Alemoires,  torn.  iv.  p.  50.)— James  published  his  Epicrisis  de 
confroversia  mqta  de  Justtfic(Uiom\  Anno  1613.  It  begins  wit;b 
a  quotation  from  Solomon^  and  epds  with  Jacobus* 
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the  death  of  Elizabeth  he  had  sounded  the  disposi- 
tioQs  of  the  puritans.  They  were  universaUy  in  fa^ 
your  of  his  title;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  he  gave  them  hopes  in  the  event  of  hit 
accession  *.  When  he  was  on  his  way  to  London 
they  presented  to  him  a  petition^  commonly  called^ 
from  the  number  of  names  affixed  to  it,  the  MiUe^ 
Mty  Petition;  stating  their  grievances, and  request* 
ing  that  measurea  might  be  adopted  for  redressing 
them,  and  for  removing  corruptions  which  had  long 
been  complained  of  by  the  soundest  protestants. 
No  sooner  was  this  petition  presented  than  the  two 
universities  took  the  alarm.  The.  Univar^ty  (£ 
Cambridge  passed  a  grace,  ''that  whosoever  opposed^ 
by  word  or  writing  or  any  other  way,  the  doctrine 
or  discipline  of  the  church  of  England,  or  any  part 
€i  it,  should  be  mispended,  qm)  Jacto,  from  any  de« 
gree  already  taken,  and  be  disabled  from  taking 
any  degree  for  the  ftiture."  ifhe  University  of  Qx- 
finrd  publiflbed  a  formal  answer  to  the  petition^  in 
whidi  they  accuised  those  who  subscribed  it  of  a  spi- 
rit of  faction  and  hostility  to  monarchy,  abused  the 
Scottish  reformation,  lauded  the  government  of  the 
church  of  England  as  the  great  support  of  the  orown, 
and  concluded  with  the  modest  declaration,  ''  there 
are  at  this  day  more  learned  men  in  this  kingdom  than 
are  to  be  found  among  all  the  ministers  of  religion  in 
an  Europe  besides  f  .**    These  proceedings  were  not 

*  See  Lis  letter  to  Mr  Wilcoek  io  CM.  ri.  698—9.  and  Jacob's 
Attestation  of  learned^  godly  and  (amous  Divines,  pp.  14,  SlS. 
f  V^ln>  were  the  Individuals  at  ibis  time  in  tbe  cburcb  o{£»g- 
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only  grossly  injurious  to  several  respectable  member^ 
of  both  universities,  who  were  known  to  have  taken 
{Murtinthe  petition,  but  insulting  to  the  King,  who 
had  received  it,  and  promised  to  inquire  into  the 
abuses  of  which  it  complained.  Melville  felt  in- 
dignant at  this  pro&ftitution  of  academical  authority, 
and  attacked  the  resolutions  of  the  English  univer- 
sities  in  a  satirical  poem  which  he  wrote  in  defence 
of  tii6  petitioners  f.  The  poem  was  extensively 
circtdated  in  England,  and  galled  the  ruling  party 
IB  the  church  no  less  than  it  gratified  their  oppo- 
nents. Several  of  the  English  academics  drew  their 
pens  against  it,  but  their  productions  were  confess- 
edly very  in^or  to  Melville's  in  el^nce  and 
pungency  t- 

faud,  (tfrose  inclined  to  oon-conformity  excepted)  wbo  were  known 
ID  the  republic  cf  letters  ?  To  the  names  produced  bj  Melville, 
^Herbert  opposes  the  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  the  Emperor  Con- 
stanttne,  St  Augustine,  St  Ambrose,  Duns  Scotus,  and  King 
James.   (Musae  Besp.  Epigr«  S3.  De  Authorom  EnumeratioDe.) 

t  Pro  snpplici  Euangelioorum  Ministrorum  in  Anglia  ad  Se- 
renissimum  Begem,  contra  larvatam  geminae  Academtse  Gorgo- 
nem  Apologia^  stve  Anti-Tami-Camt-Categoria.  Aothore  A.  Mel- 
vino.  1604.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  mentions  an  edition  of  this  poem 
in  1620.  (De  Scriptoribus  Scottcis,  MS.  p.  13.)  It  was  rc^ 
printed  in  Calderwood*s  Akare  Danuucenum. 

t  One  of  these  was  George  Herbert,  wbo,  in  fortj  epigrams, 
analysed  Metville^s  poem,  and  answered  it  piece-meal  His  epi- 
grams were  added  bj  Dr  Duport  to  a  collection  of  Latb  poems 
by  himself  and  others,  entitled  **  Ecclesiastes  Solomonis  &c.  Ac- 
cedunt  Georgii  Herberti  Musce  Responsorise  ad  Andresc  Melvioi 
Anti-Tami-Cami-Categoria.  Cantab.  1662.*^  Isaac  Walton 
sajs:  ^*  If  Andrew  Melvin  died  before  him,  then  George  Her* 
btrt  died  without  an  enemT«**    Upon  which  Walton's  editor  re- 


\ 
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The  proceedings  and  issue  of  the  mock  c^i£eren€0 
zt  Hampton  Court  ai:e  well  known.  On  that 
occasion  eren  the  appearances  of  impartiality  were 
oot.kq)tup.  Every  thing  was  previously  8etUe4 
m  private  between  the  King  and  the  bishops.  The 
m^viduals  who  were  allowed  to  plead  for  reform 
were  £pw ;  they  were  not  chosen  by  those  in  whos^ 
Bsme  they  appeared,  nor  did  they  express  thmt 
seotiBienfs ;  and,  although  men  of  talents  and 
learning,  they  did  not  possess  the  firmness  and 
courage  whidi  the  dtuation  required.  The  mod^a^ 
tbn  of  their  demands  was  converted  into  a  fiooi  ^ 
the  unreasonableness  of  non-conformity.  The  mou 
desty  ndth  which  they  urged  them  served  only  *to 
draw  down  upon  them  the  most  intemperate  and  in* 
soldit  abuse.  They  were  brow-beaten,  threatened, 
taunted,^  insidted,i  by  persons  who  were  every  way 
their  inferiors  except  in  rank.  The  puritans  com* 
plained  of  the  unfairness  of  the  account  of  the  con- 
ference which  was  published  by  Barlow ;  but,  as  has 

marks :  ^  We  cannot  suppose  tbat  Andrew  Melville  could  re- 
taiD  the  least  periOnal  lesentment  against  Mr  Herbert  >  whose 
Terws  have  in  them  so  little  of  the  poignancy  of  satire,  that  it  is 
scarce  posaihie  to  consider  them  as  capable  of  exciting  the  angec 
of  him  to  whom  they  are  addressed.'*  (Walton's  Lives,  by  Dc 
Zouch,  p.  342.)-«.Th|Mnas  Atkinson  B.I>.  of  St.  John's  College. 
Cambridge,  wrote  another  answer,  under  the  title  of  **  Melvinus 
Delirans,  sive  Satyra  edentula  contra  ejusdem  Anti-Tami-Cami- 
Categotiam— ^r  Thomam  Atkinson.  Foema  versibus  lambicis. 
scrijptam.'*  (Harl.  M8S.  no.  3496.  2.)  It  was  dedicated  to 
William  Laud,  when  Dean  of  Gloucester  and  President  of  St 
John's  College*  The  MS.  is  i^t  now  to  be  found  in  the  Briti;^^ 
Moseum. 
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been  properly  observed,  whatever  iojusticetiie'bisbc^ 
may  hiive  done  to  their  argamentSy  and  whatever  in-* 
tention  he  may  have  had  to  injftire  their  r^utetion, 
they  ^ugfat  to  have  applauded  his  performim^  I0o* 
thing,  in  fact,  can  be  more  pitiable  than  the  disclosure 
which  it  makes  of  file  bigotry  and  servile  adulation  (^ 
the  Mshops,  and  of  the  intolerable  conceit  and  gra* 
tesque*riM>aldry  of  the  King.  To  quote  it  is  to  ^sc* 
pose  them  to  ridicule.  No  modem  episcopftliaii 
can  read  it  without  reddening  witli  shame  at  the 
figure  in  which  the  head  and  dignified  members  of  hb 
diiHch  ai^  represented  *.  There  was  not  the  most 
cBsl^nt  idea  of  giving  relief  to  the  ooai{^lainer6  1^ 
thii^  conference.  The  object  of  it  was  to  aflbrd  Jan^s 
an  oppottonity  of  displaying  his  talents  for  theolo|^^ 
cal  controversy  before  his  new  subjects,  to  give  him 
li  plausible  excuse  for  evading  his  promhes  to  the 

.  *  ^TThe  Sooime  and  Subjitance  of  the  Conferei|ce-*-At  H^iDptoa 
Court  January  14.  1603.  Contracted  by  William  Barlow,  t)oc- 
touf  of  Divinitie,  &c.  Lond.  1605.  It  is  reprinted  in  Phcenix, 
ToK  t.  Besides  Barlow,  and  ilie  other  authorities  rei^rred  to  by 
Neal,  in  his  History  of  the  Puritans,  those  who  wish  fuU  infor- 
mation of  the  conference  may  sdso  consult  Wilkins^  Concilia 
Mag.  Biit.  torn.  ii.  pp.  373 — 5. 

Barlow^s  account  of  the  Conference,  with  thd- Canons  agreed 
on  by  the  Convocation  during  the  same  'year,  was  poblisfaed  at 
Paris  in  French  by  the  Roman  Catholics.  Such  notes  as  the 
following  were  added  on  the  margin :  King  James  abfures  the 
Scottish  chvrch^-^King  James  a  semi^catholic^  &c.  (Ad  Sereniss. 
Jacobutn  Primvm-irEcclesise  Scoticanse  libellus  supplex.  Auctore 
Jacobo  Melvino.  p.  30«  Lond.  1645.)  The  French  protestants 
cpmplained  that  their  adversaries  endeavoured  to  blacken  them 
by  quoting  what  James  had  said  of  the  Puritans  in  his  Basilicon 
Doron.  (Lord  Haiies,  Memorials  and  Letters,  i.  7i3.)    •    * 
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iKm-wiribrmiste,  and  to  gmooth  th^  irvay  iat  the  in^ 
tiodiic(lo&  of  Ae  ferms  of  the  English  cbardli  into 
Scothoid  ^.  The  litiifgy  was  published  with  a  &w 
trifling  alteittti^0Q8»  and  conformity  to  it  \wft8  enjoin^ 
ed  npon  all  minist^s  nnd^  the  set^rest  penaltiei^f  • 
In  his  speech  to  the  parliament  which  soon  after 
met  at  Westminster^  Jame&  acknowle^ed  1^ 
ehnrch  of  Rome  to  be  his  **  moidier  diun^,  th<nigh 
d^led  wi&  some  infirmities  and  conuj^ions,''  spoke 
with  the  gieateit  tenderness  c^  her  adherents^ 
and  declared  bis  readiness  to  *'  meet  than  in  th)) 
BHd^way :"  hiA  '^  the  pmitans  or  nov^sts,  who  do 
Mt^ffii^r  fiwi  naso  much  in  pc^ts  of  religion  ai 
in  their  ooilfused  form  of  policy  and  parity,"  hk  Ma* 
jerty  pN>nounced  a/^  sect  inraffbrable  in  any  well* 
governed  otHnmcmweidth  t**" 
'  Warned  by  these  faotp^  the  ministers  of  Seothnd 
were  awake  to  their  danger  when  the  union  of  the 
Idngifems  wad  ^^roposed  i  a  measure  of  which  James 
was  extremely  fond,  and  which  he  set  on  foot  immedi- 
ately after  he  went  to  England.  Melvillewas  friend- 
ly to  ft  l^klatire  unim,  and  joined  with  Im  learned 
countrymen  in  setting  ibrth  the  advantages  whidi 
would  acrue  from  it  to  both  kingdoms  §.    But  he  was 

♦  NeiiPs  History  of  the  Puritans,  vol.  n.  pp.  8,  20.  Tonlm. 
edit.    Compieat  Ht9t.  of  England/ li. '6^5. 

+  HVilkini,  Concilia,  torn.  li.  377,  406,  408. 

%  Jonrnals  of  the  Commons,  vol.  i.  p.  142. 
"   I  Dilitiae  Poet.  Scot.  H.  118.    There  is  also  a  letter  of  ttfel- 
.vflW*8  prefixed  to  a  treatise  4>n  the  Union  by  Home  of  Godserdift. 
See  Note  K. 

VOL.  II.  N 
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cMviiteed  at  tbe  mme  tiiae»  from  the  dkpoAlido  <^ 
tibe  court,  that  thaie  waa  the  greatest  leMos  to 
|(^«r  thit  Ihe  presbytenan  efltoblidunent  woold  be 
saerifieed  to  aeeomf^sh  it.  When  tbe  partiamettl 
q(  8(t$^mA  was  caUed  on  tins  impeirtant  businessf 
&e  ayaed  of  Fifr,  m^er  bw  iainettce^  applied  £»r 
ti]^]%  t&  hold  a  meetiiig  of  the  Gieaa^l  AaaemUyi 
They  were  teM  tlmfc  this  icaa  imoeeessary,  aa  tha 
etihaiuaiasioiieratQ'beafipatated  by  parlianieat  w&ee 
piere}y  fo  a^iae  on  ^  tatina  of  uison^  a^d  t^  rer 
yoft  to  tfceie  cMMtikituemta;  to  wbieb  tk&f  sepli^di 
that  in  Qvdinavy  caaea  «JMeY«  waa  prep«nMl  bf 
aanun^tees  tectiyed  ilae  sanotian  af  ganaral  meatf 
iags,  and,,  oanae(|U0ntly»  the  lelectim  of  the  eeap 
xQiflaioncm  and  the  inaknictions  gbM  to  then  weae 
of  the  very  greatest  importaMe*  BMine  fiiUed  ki 
cAittfMi^grtlnaofcjjieet,  1^  ^f^od  addieased  a  q^ttited 
and  aalemfr  adawmalbB  to  tbecatBymiaioaeea  o£  the 
Graded  .^liaeHiUy.  After  espveawag  thda  fefi^ent 
wUma  for  tba  sneoeas  of  ^  proposed  nmm,  aa 
4m^etwt«fh6^temparatpiwpeii^  both  kin|^ 
^(HAfk  and  ^  aecMirit]^  rf  t^  piotestattt  rdigioii 
kk  %kemk  tibey  admonudied  the  eamiissionera  to 
fiia¥a:of  tile  padianlent  tbit  the  bwa  Ibnn^ly  made 
in  favour  of  the  church  should  be  confirmed,  and 
that  nothing  shonld  be  done  tending  to  hurt,  altav 
0r  innovate  her  disdpline  and  gov^^mmeniy  whieh 
was  founded  on  the  word  of  God,  established  by  the 
law  of  the  land,,  and  sanctioned  by  solemn  pronuBea 
aaad  oadis*  Th^  required  them  to  protest,  tiiat^ 
if  any  step  was  taken  to  its  prejudice,  it  fi&oald  be 


«tA  tfttdftoiA;  and  to  ctattge  th^e  iAo»  fitted  in 
AeMMedl  tke  dnircli,  t^cdfribe  thenttthres  vitiifai 
th«  btftmdg  d#  their  commiMmt,  and  to  cMend  tlie 
MtoMBtkal  constitiition,  as  they  ihoold  aovwer  to 
Cbrist  and  ^  cburcbw  And  in  fine  ikef  .mi^tmti 
Aeaiy  heine  God  asd  fan  doet  mfgeh,  to  iMfom 
tile  eonittiis8Mn4»r»f<Mr  thenmon,  aad^  tkroiighithcm^ 
Vb  Ma^^  that  the  nwmbora  of  Syood  were  fnlly 
pemiaded  thai  the  eaietttiid  gioanda  of  the  gomtm 
ttent  ertaliliihed  in  the  Church  of  Soodand  w^xt 
iol  iiidiffntot  or  altaraU^  hut  rested  eo  diyiao 
aiAarity,  Ofttalfy  aa  the  other  artidea  ef  refigimi 
(fidi  and  that  they  woald  part  mA  their  Ima  soaai* 
n'tbaa  renonnee  ^em«  The  King  was  Tery  de# 
i^aua  that  the  eomiMisioiierir  for  the  ukioil  dkcmid 
h^iflVeiModtrithini&ikeflpowen;  butthepadia^ 
iMBt^  jeahma  of  the  Aemgan  of  the  oovrlv  paned  an 
aet  deidttin^  in  eon£mnity  wi&  the  rofueat  of  dw 
ifMdof  Filb^  that  th^aheuldhavo  no. power  «i 
treat  of  any  thing  that  concerned  the  religion  and 
ecclesiastical  discipline  of  Scothmd  *• 

*  Act  Par].  Scot  iv.  274.  Forbea's  MS.  History,  pp*  84—^ 
James  Melville^s  Hist  of  the  Decl.  Age,  pp.  57^1.  Printed 
CaM.  p.  479<>-481«  Calderwooi^  rep^sents  tke  admonitioii  te 
tbe  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assemblj  as  giren  bj  the 
S^nod  of  Fife  :  James  Melville  ascribes  it  to  the  commissioners 
of  Synods.  Forbes  states  that  tbe  King  sent  down  a  list  of  sucb 
persons  as  he  wished  to  be  chosen  commissioners,  consisting  chiefly 
of  bishops,  and  neWly  created  nobki^en  ^  that  the  ancient  nohi- 
)i<7,  oflfended  at  thisy  refbscd  to  bear  their  expenses  j  that  the  per« 
SODS  nominated  by  the  King  unexpectedly  offered  to  go  at  their 
own  charge  ;  and  that,  npon  this,  the  nobility  made  the  act  eK« 
empting  ecclesiastical  matters  from  their  cognizance. 

n2 
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.  In  the  Qourse  of  tiie  year  1604»  Jojm  Davids^» 
who  had  taken  an  ai^ve  part  in  the  ]^Uc  transact 
tionsof  his  tiine»  departed  this  life  ^.  CNi  his  return 
from  hanishment  after  the  drath  of  the  R^nt 
Morton,  he  became  mimster  of  the  parish  of  Lib- 
berton.  The  tyranny  of  Arran  drove  him  a  seeond 
time  into  England. .  Upon  the  &11  fA  Anan,  he 
declined  returning  to  LibbertxHi,  and  was  chosen  to 
delii^r  a  morning  lecture  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
Edinburgh.  In  this  situation  he  remained  antU 
he  was  called  to  Frestonpans,  where  he  offidaied 
tiE  his  deatkf .  ,  Davidson  wa«  a  man  of  jsipecxe 
.a&d  warm  piety,  and  of  na.  incoasideriijde  portUm 
of  learning,  united  with  a  large  di^re  of  Uiat  blunt 
and  fearless  honesty  which  characterised  the  fii^ 
lofonners.  The  bodily  diitresa  undcar  whidi  be ;  l^i^ 
boured  during  the  last  ycMs  of  his  life  was  aggra- 
vated by  l^e  persecution  whifih  he  suffered  fhnn 
the.govarnment  t-  .  He  left  behind  him  collections 

*  Four  individuals  ^*  having  comissiojie  of  the  ha'ill  parish  of 
SaUprestoon,  hot  especially  of  je  laird  of  Prestonei  compeirtt  \%^ 
mentiiig  ye  death  of  o*  father  Mr  Jo°  Davidsooe  "f  last  pastor.'* 
(Kecord  of  Presbytery  6f  HaddiogtOD,  Sept.  5. 1604.) 

t  '*  Mr  John  Davidsoun  refusit  to  reenter  to  the  kirk  of 
liibbiei-toun.*'  {Record  of  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Nov. 
5.  1588.)  "  The  transporUtion  of  Mr  Ar**.  Symsoun  from  Dal- 
keith  till  Craostoun,  and  Mr  John  Davidsooo's  planting  at 
Dalkeith/'  are  remitted  to  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh*  (Rec 
of  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweedale,  Sept.  17. 1589.)  '*  Mr  Johb 
bavidsoun's  preiching  in  Edinburgh  quarrellit  and  approved.'* 
(Ibid.  Oct.  3.  1589.  comp.  April  1.  1595.)  A  proposal  was 
made  for  having  him  settled  in  the  West  Kirk.  (Rec.  of  Presb. 
of  Edin.  Oct.  29.  1594.  Maich  18. 1595.) 

t  Cald.  T.  579,  608. 
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relating  to  the  ecdesiastical  history  of  Scotland^ 
with  other  writings,  which  the  court  was  eager  to 
suppress*- 

During  the  years  1604  and  1605»  Melville  bore 
an  active  part  in  the  struggle  for  maintaining  the 
General  Assembly,  the  great  bulwark  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  By  the  parliamen- 
tary establishment  of  Presbytery  in  the  year  1592, 
it  was  secured  that  this  judicatory  should  be  held  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  a  determinate  rule  was  laid 

*  H»  papers,  after  his  death,  came  into  the  bands  of  John 
Jooston,  Melville's  colleague.  **  Item,  I  leaoe  the  tronk  that 
Ijes  under  the  bT?irde  w^  Mr  Jobne  Davidsones  papers  thairin  to 
Mr  Rob*  Wallace  &  Mr*  Alex*^  Hoome  at  Prestounepannes/* 
(JoDston's  Testament.)  At  Jonston's  death,  an  order  was  is« 
sued  hy  the  lords  of  privj  coancU  (Not.  21.  1611)  to  the  rec- 
tor of  the  muversity  and  provott  and  haiUies  of  St  Andrews,  to 
**  cause  his  coffers  to  be  closed^^ — as  it  was  understood  ''that  he  had 
sundrie  paperis  writtis  and  books,  pairtlie  writtin  be  himselfoyand 
pahrtlie  be  Tycris,— qlk  contents  sum  porposs  and  mater  whairin  hit 
Ma^'  may  bare  Tcrrj  iust  cans  of  offens,  gif  the  same  be  sofferit 
to  come  to  ticbt/*  (Collection  of  Letters  in  the  possessioun  of 
the  EaH  of  Haddington,)  An  account  of  the  progress  which 
Davidsoun  had  made  in  his  historical  collections  is  givea  in  a  let- 
ter which  be  wrote  to  the  King,  April  1. 1605.  (Cald.  vi.  6S6 
— 68S,)  **  A  little  before  his  death  be  penned  a  treatise,  De 
Bostibus  Ecdesia  Christie  wherein  he  affirmes  y*  the  erecting  of 
bishops  in  this  kirk  is  the  most  subtile  thinge  to  destroy  religione 
f  ever  caold  be  devised.**  (Row*s  Hist  p.  89S.)  His  cate- 
cbism,  entitled, ''  Some  Helpes  for  young  Scbollers  in  Christian* 
ity,  Edinburgh  1602,**  was  reprinted  in  1708,  With  a  very  curious 
preface  by  Mr  William  Jameson,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  His« 
tory  at  Glasgowy  in  which  he  exposes  the  forgery  of  Mr  Robert 
Cslder,  who,  by  a  pretended  quotation  from  this  catechism^ 
attempted  to  persuade  the  public  that  Davidson  had  recanted  pres^ 
bjterian  principles  before  bis  death. 
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dimn  for  ixing  i^  partaeular  day  and  place  of 
eyerjr  meetijug.  *  Uuda:  vaiMia  pretexts  James  ha4 
infiinged  this  rule ;  and^  with  the  assistance  g(  the 
wmmm(»&ts  of  tbe  «huiiclv  had  altered  the  times 
and  i^aee$  ^f  M^emfaliog.  In  consequence  of  a  isom^ 
plldnt  kom  the  ijm^  ,^  Fife  on  thU  head,  the  as^ 
s^mhly  held  at  {JLolyn^odhauae  in  16Q9  ea«ae  to  the 
i^^nttro,  that  gieneral  a«9emMies  ^ould  hereafter 
1n^  Xf^Iarly  i^t  aecMrdinf  to  t^e  net  «if  parlia^ 
fidfint  ^  Hh  MJti^eaty  wa^  present  and  ^eed  to 
this  act ;  yet  when  the  time  approached  for  hold- 
ing an  AssemMy  at  Abeideen  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  July  1604,  he  prorogued  it  until  the  conferences 
respe^i^tiijig  the  union  were  over.  As  all  clafsses  ia 
tile  nation  merp  at  that  time  eager  tn  guanduig  their 
lights,  the  presbytery  of  St  Atidrews  judged  it  in- 
cumhent  ^n  them  to  he  careful  of  the  rights  of  the 
ckyoeh.  They  enjoined  theiir  representatives  to  re* 
pair  to  Aberdeen ;  who,  #nding  none  j^resent  to  join 
Fith  them  in  constituting  the  Assenably,  took  a 
fmml  ]^^4^t,  i^  tbp  presence  of  witnesses,  that 
diey  had  dene  theiir  duty*  ^md  that  whatever  in? 
Jujy  might  arise  to  the  liberties  of  the  church  ftom 
the  desertion  of  the  diet  shoidd  not  be  imputed  f» 
ihein  bt  to  their  «owtJtUint«. 
-  This  ffdthM  ttep  arowed  the  seal  of  the  other 
presbyteries.     At  t})e  ^suiujg  mee1in|^  of  the  synod 

*  ]»aUc  tf  ttie  Vm^  HirK  ff.  ^01,  b,  ,^3,  a-  At  tlie  Assem- 
W7  ia  Ma/  1^7,  bji  ^f\^y  declared  the  act  of  parliament  W» 
gpii^mf  tbe  vfif^nppf  t^  cbvrcb  courts  to  be  ♦•  thp  most  au- 
tbeotick  forme  ofconient  j*  ta^y  ki^f  ^an  |[iv^/  Ibid.  f.  167|  a. 
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of  Fife,  dd^ates  from  all  parts  of  ^e  church  at- 
tended to  consalt  on  the  course  which  should  be 
taken  to  assert  their  rights.  At  this  meetii:^,  and 
atan  extraordinary  one  subsequently  held  at  Perdi, 
the  parUamentary  bishops  and  eommissioners  of  tiie 
dimdk  were  severely  taken  to  task,  and  aiecused  of 
dandestinely  hindering  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Asfiembly^  for  the  purpose  of  prdonguig  their  own 
dd^ted  powers,  and  evadi]^  the  censures  which 
they  had  incurred  by  transgressing  the  caveats*  It 
was  at  ihe  same  time  resolved  to  send  petitions 
fimn  all  the  synods,  requesting  his  Majesty  to  alkw 
tile  sopreme  eedesiaatical  judicatory  to  meet  for 
the  tuttsacting  of  important  and  urgent  buffliess. 
Gkdstaaes  conveyed  infomurtum  to  t^  King  of  the 
activity  vrith  which  Melville  and  his  nof^ew  pro* 
BMted  these  measures.  In  consoquenoe  of  this  an 
ord^camefroin  London  to  incarcerate  them.  But 
Ae  council,  either  oflEended  at  the  bishop's  officious* 
ness,  or  a&aad  of  the  spirit  wUch  pervaded  the  na- 
tion, excused  themselves  from  putting  the  ordi^  in 
cxecutiim  ♦. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  petitions  trans* 
mitted  to  court  from  predbyteries  and  qmods  f ,  the 

*  Apologetical  Narration  by  W.  S.  (V^liam  Scot,  minister  of 
Capar  in  Fife)  pp.  133— 13S.  (MS.  in  Bibl.  Jarid.  Edin.) 
Printed  Cald.  pp.  482—484* 

t  On  the  25th  September  1604,  the  Pretbjrtery  of  Hadding- 
ton  appointed  commissioners  to  go  to  St  Johnston  ^  to  regrait  ye 
delajof  je  generall  assemblie.**  Oct.  17.  1604,  they  agreed  that 
a  petition  should  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  on  this  subjectt 
Sept.  11. 1605|  they  appointed  the  following  cfauiiie  10  ht  inseit- 
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General  Assembly  "^taa  again  prorGgued  in  1605;. 
and,  as  if  to  declare  that  the  King  iiad  assuBied  the 
whole  power  of  calling  it  into  his  own  hands,  no 
time  was  filled  for  its  meeting.  It  now  bdhoi^ 
the  ministers  to  make  a  determined  stand,  unkfls 
they  meant  to  .sumendcr  their  rights  without  a 
struggle  to  the  crown. 

The  election  of  the  members  of  assepibly  hod 
taken  place  in  many  parts  of  the  country  before  its 
prorogatioii  was  known.  After  such  mutual  C(m- 
sultation  as  the  shortness  of  the  time  permitted, 
nine  presbyteries  resolved  to  send  their  Bepresenta* 
tives  to  Aberdeen,  with  instructions  to  eonstitiUe 
the  assembly,  and  adjourn  it  to  it  particular  day, 
without  proceeding  to  transact  any  business.  John 
Forbes,  minister  ci  Al&rd,  who  had  lately  had  an 
interview  .with  his  Ms^esty,  and  received  assurances 
of  his  disposition  to  maintain  the  juri$dictiw.;<tf 
the  church,  was  employed  to  communicate,  tliis  n* 
solution  to  the  dumcellor.  That  statesman  |H!a- 
Messed  himself  satisfied  with. the  moderatim  of  the 
proposal,  and  promised  to  refi:ain  from  interdicting 
the  assembly,  and  merely  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
ministers  who  should  meet  desiring  them  to  scar- 
ed io  a  sopplicatioD,  '*  That  seiojo^  we  ondeFBUiu)  bis  H^tk  btf 
be  in  abused  in  rei»pect  no  sute  batb  bene  delyverit  (as  ane  letter 
direct  fro  hi*  Matie  bearis)  craving  ane  generall  assemblie : 
q'as  the  Sinod  of  Uwtbiaoe  and  tueddell,  convenit  at  traneot,  di« 
rect  ane  letter  to  hh  ]Vi«tie  craving  mai&t  bomblie  ane  generall 
a89emblie,  qnd  sent  [it]  to  /m  Matte  be  Mr  JAo.  Spvttiswood.'^^ 
(Record  of  Presbytery.) 
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ate.  On  the  8ea>nd  of  Jaly,  ninieteen  ministers  ♦ 
having  met,  after  sermon,  in*  the  session-hoiise  of 
Aberdeen,  Straiton  of  Lauriston,  the  King*s  Com- 
missioner, pres^ited  to  them  a  letter  from  the  lords 
ofpriVyeoimdl.  Ad  ft  was  addressed ''To  the  breth- 
ren of  the  ministry  eontened  at  their  Assembly  in 
Aberdeen,"  it  was  agreed,  before  reading  it,  to  con- 
s^^te  the  assembly,  and  choose  a  mddarator  and 
derk.  While  Uifey  were  employed  in  reding  the  let- 
ter, a  messenger  at  arms  entered,  and,  in  the  King's 
name,  charged  them  to  dismiss  on  the  pain  of  re- 
b^on.  The  assembly  dedated  their  readiness  to 
comply  with  the  deidre  of  the  council,  and  only  re- 
quested his  Majesty's  CommissMiier  to  name  a  day 
and  place  for  ti^xt  meeting.  Upon  his  refusal,  the 
moderator  appc^ted  the  assembly  to  meet  again  in 
the  same  place  on  the  last  Tuesdiay  of  September 
ensuing,  and  dissolved  the  meeting  with  prayer. 
Lanriston  afterwards  gave  oirt  that  he  had  dis- 
diarged  the  assembly  by  open  proclamation  at  the 
market-cross  of  Aberdeen  on  the  day  before  it  met ; 
but  no  person  heard  this,  and  it  was  universally  be- 
lieved that  he  ante-dated  his  proclamation  to  cond- 
Hate  the  King  and  the  court  ministers,  who  were 
offended  at  him  for  the  countenance  which  he  had 
giv^i  to  the  meet&g  f  , 

*  Ten  othep  ministerA  casae  to  Abeitleen  aRer  the  assembly 
icas  diMoWed,  and  i»f  ibeir  tubecriptiofis  approiwd  of  what  their 
iiretbfCB  bad  doDe««^Tbe  Presbjtery  of  HaMington  severely  re. 
primaoded  tbeir  eomniissioner  for  not  repairing  to  Aberdeen,  and 
approved  of  the  procedure  of  the  Assembty*  (Record,  Jnly  17 
and  24. 1605.) 

t  MeWille's  Hist  of  the  Declioiog  Age,  52-*-55.  Simsoni 
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This  is  a  summary  aoeouit  of  the  assembly  at 
Aberdeen,  M^hich  afterwards  made  so  mu^  ooise» 
and  whkh  the  King  resetted  iso  highly.  The  eoA'* 
duct  of  the  ministers  who  kept  it,  instead  of  merits 
ing  punishmeat,  is  entitled  to  the  warmest  and 
most  unqualified  approbat^m*  It  was  equally 
marked  by  firmness  and  moderati<m,  by  zeid  for  the 
rights  of  the  diurch  and  req>eet  &r  the  autbmty 
pf  their  sovereign.  Had  they  dmie  less  than  they 
didf  they  would  have  forfeited  the  heoouraUe 
<j)araeter  whid)  the  ministers  of  Seotland  bid  ao* 
quired^-*-disgraoed  th^nselves»  and  discredited  tboie 
to  whose  places  they  had  suooeeded*  They  would 
have  crouched  to  the  usurped  cleims  of  a  regal  sih 
promacy^  which  they  and  their  predeeesscors  had 
uniformly  and  steadily  resisted,  whi^  were  not 
more  incmsistent  with  presbyterjan  pnnciidBs  than 
eontiary  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  wbiiA,  if 
yielded  to,  would  have  ecmverted  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent Genial  Ass^nbly  of  the  Church  of  Scot* 
land  into  a  Parisian  Farliameut  or  an  En^dcli  Con-' 

AQoal*  90.  Bifiog  Mi  UsurpattM  of  the  Prctmijit  BmImhw^ 
22—24.  Hifitorj  by  Mr  John  Forb««,  42 — 62,  The  two  iant 
MSS.  are  in  ray  possession.  Forbes,  wbo  was  cbosen  moderator 
nf  the  Assembly  at  Abcrdeetii^iras  a  brother  of  Patrick  Forbes  of 
Corae,  who  afterwards  became  bishop  of  Abfivlttciu  SfOtavooJ'f 
account  is  entirely  taken  from  the  official  Declaration  of  thejuit 
causes  of  Ids  Maj*  pr$ce^ptg$  agmmi  the  mmsUre  iubo  are  now 
fying  inpnswi  printad  both  at  Edinburgh  aad  Loorion,  m  1605. 
A  coanter««ta!tem<mt  was  published  by  the  miaigtiia  under  tha 
title  of  Foit^l  Jleport  (f  the  jnvce04if!^M  immi  the  AmmUy  of 
mnUters  at  At^dee^  ;  puQted  ixn  £igland  in  )G06., 
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yocitioa.  They  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
fiieads  of  civil  liberty.  The  question  at  issue  be* 
^een  the  court  and  them  amounted  to  this,  wbeiher 
they  were  to  be  ruled  by  law,  or  by  the  arbitrary  wiU 
of  the  prince-— whether  royal  proclamations  were  to 
he  obeyed  when  they  suspended  statutes  enacted  by 
the  joint  authority  of  King  and  Fattiament,  Thii 
question  came  afterwards  to  be  debated  in  Englimd^ 
and  was  ultimately  dedded  by  the  establishment  of 
the  oonatitutional  doctrine  which  oonfoes  the  ex^ 
eppise  of  royal  aiitbority  witiiin  the  boundaries  of 
law.  But  it  cannot  be  denied^  and  it  must  not 
be  f<»gotten,  that  the  ministers  of  Scotland  were 
|)ie  first  to  avow  this  rational  and  salutary  doctrine 
at  the  expence  of  being  denounced  and  punished  as 
trait^s ;  and  that  their  pleadii^  and  sufferings  in 
jbehalf  of  ecelesiastical  liberty  set  an  e»unple  to  the 
patriots  of  England-  In  this  raspeet  coniiplete  jus- 
tice has  not  yet  been  done  to  their  memory ;  nor  has 
expiation  been  made  for  the  injuries  done  to  the 
cause  which  they  maintained,  ^by  the  slanderous 
libels  against  them  which  continue  to  stain  the  pages 
of  English  history. 

'  The  privy  council  did  not  resent  the  proceedings 
at  Aberdeen.  But  no  sooner  was  his  M^j^y 
infenned  of  them  than  he  transmitted  orders  to 
ibe  law-officers  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  rigour 
}^;ain^t  the  ministers  who  had  presumed  to  contra- 
wn^  his  command^.    They  were acooidingly  called 

*  His  Majesty's  letter  to  Secretary  Balmerioo  is  dated  **  at 


204  LIFE  OP  ANDKEW   MELVILLE. 

before  the  privy  council,  and  fourteen  of  them  hav- 
ing stood  to  the  defence  of  their  conduct,  were 
committed  to  different  prisons.    John  Forhes,  who 
was  moderator  of  the  Assembly,  and  John  Welch, 
being  considered  as  leaders,  were  treated  with  greater 
severity  than  the  rest;  being  confined  within  se- 
parate cells  in  the  castle  of  Blackness,  and  secluded 
from  all  intercourse  with  their  friends    An  anecdote, 
authenticated  by  the  records  of  the  council,  affords 
a  striking  illustration  of  the  spirit  with  which  the 
ministers  were  actuated.    Robert  Youngson,  minis- 
ter o(  Clatt,  had  been  induced  to  make  an  acknow^ 
ledgement  before  the  privy  council,  and  was  dis^ 
missed.     But  on  the  day  when  the  cause  of  his 
brethren  came  to  be  tried,  he  voluntarily  presented 
himself  along  with  them,  professed  his  deep  sorrow  for 
the  acknowledgement  which  he  had  formerly  made, 
avowed  the  lawfulness  of  the  late  assembly,  and, 

Uiuier'ing  ia  the  boure  the  six  of  Jolij  1605.^^  (CoUectm  of 
Letters  in  possesbiun ,  of  the .  Earl  of  Haddiugton.)  The  mi- 
nisters \vere  first  called  before  the  piivj  council  on  the  25th 
of  July.  (Collection  of  Acts  of  Secret  Cobncil  by  Sir  John  Hay^ 
Knight,  Clerk  of  Register.)  James  marked  widi  bis  own  bai^ 
socb  parts  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the  roinisterf  as  io  his  epiMon 
brought  them  *^  within  the  compass  of  the  law.*'  Among  thes« 
tbe  following  merits  notice.  *^  In  the  said  Ire  [tbe  letter  of  the 
aasembly  to  tbe  privy  comiieil]  thereafter  at  this  ngne  -4*,  tbej 
wald  mak  yis  thair  appollogie  for  thair  proceeding,  thaf  thty 
Wild  not  he  ihe  first  oppenaris  of  mte  gap  to  ye  oppin  bre^tche  Sf 
vhlatwun  of  ye  lawis  and  itatutu  of  yis  reahne  ;  wiNiog  ye  coim-i 
i^  to^  wey  &  condidder  .tbairof  \  as  gif  tbey  waM  mftk  ao«  ^aae 
aecosationn  of  sum  tyrannie  inttndit  be  ws  to  ye  prejudice  of  ye 
lawis  of  oar  Jkingdoroo,  an  speiche  altogidder  smelling  of  ti^s«m' 
&  lese  majestie,^*  (Collection  of  Letters,  ut  supra.) 
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haviiig  obteined  tbe  p^rmiissioii  of  the  eoimeii,  took 
his  place  at  the  bar  \  Havii^  declined  the  authority 
of  thef  {oivy  council  as  incoippet^t  to  judge  in  a 
cause  whidi  was  purely  ecclesiastical,  six  of  the 
ministers  f  were  served  with  an  indictment  to  stand 
trial  for  high  treason  before  the  Court  of  Justiciary 
at  Linlithgow.  They  were  indicted  solely  for 
tbe  fact  of  their  haying  declined  the  privy  council ; 
and  the  charge  of  treason  was  founded  on  a  law 
enacted  during  the  infamous  administtation  oi 
Airan,  w;hich9  so  far  as  it  respected  ecdesiastical 
matters,  was  disabled  by  a  posteri<«  stati^te.  The 
4e£»ice  of  thdr  oounsd  was  able  mi  conclusive 
and  the  speechea  of  Forbes  and  Welch  were  of  the 
OQHwt  unpressive  kind.  But  wh^t  avail  innocence 
and  eloquence  against,  the  arts  of  corruption  and 
tetioir  ?  The  Sari  of  Dunbar,  the  King's  favourite; 
wadset  djovn  to: SpotUndfw  the  express  purpose 
of  securing  the  condemnation  of  the  ministers, 
floth  of  the  privy  cOiindUort  as  tke  court  oouU 
depend  on  were  appointed  assessors  to  the  judges ; 
the  jury  were  packed ;  after  they  had  retired^  the 
laost  jOlegal  ioteroonrse  tock  place  betwem  ikem  an4 
lihuefowncfficera;  aad  by  sudi  disgraceful  methods 
4  verdict  was  at  last^obtained,  finding,  by  a  majority 
of  tbr^^  the  priaoners  guilty  of  treason^    The  pror 

*  Act  of  Seetei  Couneil,  06t.  24.  1605*  (Sir  Joiia  JUfs 
Collectioiu) 

t John  Forbef,  mioister  at  Alfoid,  John  Wokk  at.Aii^ 
Bobtrt  Dwry  at  Aattrother,  Andfeir  Duncaa  at  Ccatl,  Job  9 
Sharp  at  Kilmany,  and  Alozander  Strachaaat  Cirig^ 
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fioundng  of  t^  sentence  wto  ddfei^red  tmtU  hift 
Majesity's  jiieftdinfe  sboold  be  kHOwn  ^. 

The  conduct  ct  the  ministen  during  theb  im* 
prlsomnent  and  on  their  tHal»  gained  t^ieni  thd 
h^best  esteem*  Those  who  had  ptonounoed  them 
guilty  werea  shamed  of  their  own  conduct.  The 
glaring  and  scandalous  pervenson  of  justice  stiiiek 
the  minds  of  all  men  with  horror.  In  rain  did  the 
court  issue  proclamations^  prohibiting,  under  the 
pain  of  deaths  any  to  pray,  "^  eith^  generally  or 
portieidaarly^"  for  the  convicted  ministers,  or  to  csH 
in  questaon  th*  verdict  pronounced  against  them, 
dr  t^  Bxmgik  any  of  the  prooseding^  of  go^raooeote 
Their  proclamations  were  diaregayded  and  disobejf^ 
ed.  InseiMbie  to  tibe  flings  of  the  uaAion^  fh« 
King  reAsied  to  exert  his  right  to  par^bm.  H« 
would  not  eren  impart  to  his  coune^ra  Ins  resolu- 
tion  aa  to  t^  punishmrat  of  the  traito»s»  wliMi  h^ 

woodi  487— 9«  Scot's  Apolog.  NanatioB,  ^.  143.  Ifl3>  Of  thf 
illegalities  of  the  process  no  other  proof  is  required  than  the  account 
of  it  trhich  the  Lord  Advocate  transmitted  t&  the  Itiog.  (Lori 
HailM^  MfemorkTs,  tot.  h  pf.  1^-^J)  In  the  mmm  Mraki  is  dbe 
kttef  ivbick  Sc«rHarj  BahmtM  ajdcwed  to  U$  M^Fttf  ^  \f 
direction  of  the  counsel!/*  *'  To  disseinb|«  nothing,  (sajs  he) 
gif  the  £rle  of  Dumbar  bad  not  bene  with  ws,  and  pairtlie  bj 
Iris  dett^iitie  ftt  adaistilg  qtihat  trea  fittest  to  be  done  in  eoerte 
thing,  and  pairtlie  bj  the  au<*^  he  bad  over  his  friends,  of  qohome 
a  greit  Muif  post  upMUi  tbe  asii^,  sihI  pairtKe  lor  tliat  sqme 
stood  aw  of  his  presens,  knawing  that  he  wald  mak  fideH  re)»- 
tiotm  Uf^vr  ma<^  tf  eosirie  mam  paart,  jt  toNM  had  not  framed 
#•  well  M|  hlmt$  b0  Ood,  k  huJ*  (ColU  of  Letten  betoogiii| 
to  Lord  HMUkigf«K) 
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boved,  he  8si4  to  reaAin  (or  tome  time  in  hfe  owa 
breast  as  an  areoffim  Mqt)^^  A&dheanderediiieiii 
to  proceed  \dllHAiit  deity  \^h  the  trial  of  die  other 
Biixdsters  vvho  were  in^son,  and  whoee  eonvietum 
he  anticipated  as  aftiattet  of  coufseafter  At  dedsieii 
which  bad  heem  pvtBf  eqieeiaUf  H  ^  more  wary 
deetiim  was  made  of  the  next  astiidfrs  ^."^  Had 
this  iamtie  mandate  been  carried  into  exeetttioiH 
itmurt  hate  spiead  dissfUiifaetion  and  diseottteitt 
iiffM^h  the  natteOfOnd  m^ht  lofve  hastteed  on  tfaeee 
oenfosieos  which  breke  out  dtmnf  the  suoceedkig 
tei^  Fartunats^  Imt  James  his  coondlkra  vmt 
endued  with  more  wisdow  than  he  possessed.  Tfaof 
wrote  Mm  in  phmi  termsk  diat  it  ya»  imposdUe 
fst  ^sm  to  proem?e  the  eon vietien  of  lite  temahnai^ 
psisotters ;  Aat  these  who  wete  on  the  fosmer  ^atj 
wottMset^oiMeot  to  ve^aot  the  same  part;  that^evet 
if  Aey  were  wiiing;it  wwdd  Asgiacedie  gwfnmen^ 
to  employ  th«i ;  and  that  no  othesssoidd  be  finmd 
tom[idertsikea^tadt  which  woold  erpose  diem  to 
immxaalo£nmaades:eeeation.t.  James  rehietatttiy 
yidded;  ''biit  llteiendeir-^nefdesof  thewidtedare 
crueL**  The  eight  miiostevsi^efei^iaitdfiiimpsiis* 
en;  bwttheywccebamsbedsmglytotheeKUie^^ 
of  the  Highlands,  to  the  Western  Isles,  Orkney, 
and  Shetland ;  and  in  these  inclement  and  barbarous 

*  His  Majes^^s  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Secret  Coancil,  Jan. 
22. 1606.  (ColL  of  lieiteMy  iit  sop.) 

i  The  Conosettis  Ans^.  to^ltii  Majest/s^  Letter  -^  JfMoar— 1606. 
(Coll.  of  LettetB,  St  sdpO 
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abodes  sei^al  of  th^n  emtmcted  cBseases  wlii^ 
hurried  them  to  a  prematuve  grave.  The  dread 
which  was  entertained  cS  the  talents  of  the  six  oon* 
vidted  ministcars  prowred  for  tl«m  a  miUer  fiMe 
After  being  imprisoned  f<mrtew  month^ui  the  eaade 
<^  BUiclo^es^  ih^  were  banished  into  Fzaoee  *. 
.  These  severities  increased  the  natimi-s  aversiim 
to  epseopacy^  and  its  didike  of  the  bishops,  who 
were  universally  believed  to  ha^re  mens^  his  Ma^ 
jesty  against  the  men  who  opposed  their  di^vi.^ 
ti<»i.  K  the  first  inferodnctkw  of  ^jmoopacy  bad 
prodneed  such  perse^tioa,  what  m^ift  be  looiciBd 
for  when  it  obtained  a  xxmq^tobe  aso»daii^  and 
i»tablishmeot  ,f  ?  The  people  edntrasted.the  hamk 
l^reatment  of  thar  minist^is  with  the  snspidons 
knity  shewn  to  Romim  Cal^licsv  It  wait  obasrved^ 
that,  at  this  very  time,  Gilbert  .Brown,  abbot  .of 
Newabbey,  who  had  for  many  years  been  a  busy 
traffieker  for  Rome  and  Spain,  and  a  tihief  instru- 
ment of  keeping  the  south  of  S^fotland  under  ignOf 
ranee:  and  superstition,  was  released  from  the.  easlte 
of  Edinburgb^  where  he  had  been  libemlly  ^ter^ 
tained  at  the  public  expence,  and  was.  allowed, to 
leave  tiie  kbgdom,  after  all  his  oruo&ceisi,  agnus  dei% 

*  Act  of  Secret  Council,  Oct!  23.  1666,    (Sir  Jobu  Hay's 
Collections.)  Arch.  Simson,  Annales,  p,  91.   Cald.  549. 

f  Melville  expressed  the  geper^l  feeling  in  thes^  lines : 

/  -f 

Talia  si  teneri  prodncunt  poroa  st^lones  i  , 
Qijud  lop^va  arbos  ?  qiialia  poma  ft^t  ? 
Simson,  Annalefi  p*  9l« 
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idics»  diaHces,  and  fiaered  redtments  had  been  reli- 
giously restored  to  him :  While  John  Weldi,  who 
had  concerted  multitudes  from  the  errors  of  popery 
hj  his  pastoral  labours,  and  had  published,  at  his 
Majesty's  partieubr  request,  a  learned  confutation  of 
the  abbot'«  tenets,  was  detained  in  vile  durance,  and 
eUiged  to  support  himself  in  prison  on  his  own 
ebaiges**  ^  Barabbas  (says  a  writer  of  that  time) 
was  released,  and  the  faithful  preachers  of  the  word 
of  God  were  retained  in  loathsome  dungeons  f,** 
Nor  did  it  escape  notice,  that  James  continued  un« 
xdentingly  to  prosecute  the  imprisoned  ministers  af^ 
ier  his  miraculous  escape  from  the  Gun-powder  Plotf 
and  rejected  all  intercessions  in  their  favour,  though 
embodkd  in  congratulatory  addresses  which  were 
transmitted  to  him  from  his  native  kingdom  on 
that  memoi^le  oecasiim  t« 

,  *  Forbes,  Hist.  p.  111.  MehiHe^s  DecL  Age,  82-*d^ 
iVelch'sbook  is  entitled  :  ^'  A  Beplj  against  M.  Gilbert  Browne 
Priest.  Wherein  is  bandied  many  of  tbe  Greatest  and  weightiest 
^intes  of  ^ontroversie  between  vs  and  tbe  Papistes  &c.  By  M« 
Jdin  Welebe,  Preacher  of  Christ^s  Gospell  at  Aire.  Edinburgh, 
Printed  by  Robert  Walde-gilive,  1602.'*  Pp.  363.  Dedicated 
to  James  VI.  It  was  reprinted  in  1672,  by  Matthew  Clrawford| 
ottder  tbe  title  of  **  Popery  Anatomired.** 

It  would  appear  that  some  of  the  ministers  received  pecuniary 
kid  from  their  presbyteries  ddriog  their  imprisonment.  ^  Th« 
Iraill  bretberen  of  the  presbyterie  agreis  to  ane  c5tributioune  of 
fonrtie  mftrks  for  support  of  j'  bretheHen  in  ward.**  (Record  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Aberdee|i,  Nov.  15.  1605.) 

t  Simsoni  AnnaK  p^-OS*    " 

t  Printed  Caldetivood,  p.  50T*  A  poem  by  Melville  on  the  Gmi« 
powder  Plot  is  printed  in  Delit.^  Poet.  Scot*  torn.  ii.  p.  100.  In 
the  speech  which  James  made  to  the  parliament  of  England  after 
TOL.  II.  O 
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MelriUe  taok  a  warm  iriifitest  k  the  ftte  o$  hh 
persecuted  l^ethtra.  He  ayowed  Im  apfnrobc^ji. 
dT  tl|ei|r  eondoct  in  hddiii^  the  aifleinliljr  at  Abor-i 
deen  and  in  dedijnii^  tibe  juc^ment^ciC  the  Tpd^y^ 
itnxmsiii  Hextsdewljrpramatcd pek^binaa ta tha^go- 
wmment  in  their  fftvxmr.  He  wa?  isesent  in  lio^ 
l^lhgow  ouithe  day  o£  theii  trial  tcigi^etheii  Im^ad^ 
\^  and  to  Inakii  a  final  aMempl.  £»  aecDnuBadf^noii^ 
ilsibtbepti;i7.eaiuidL  Aiid»a£tertibei]ieeinMtiflBy 
he,attmiipaiiiedibem  ta  the  pbee  of  tfaw.  cbiiibe^ 
iMftt  ^<  Itwa&notlong  tiH  he  was  e^edite.  make 
a  mare.^mi  appearance  in  behidf  of*  the  Qaaae  fee 
yfiAdi  they  suffei^ec^  and  to  share, ia  the.  haiddiipa 
wh^di.hQ.now  8(Mig^  to  aUeviate. 

Presunmig  that/these  mum  proeee£nga  xmufc 
faave^  i&t^Ilidated  and  subdued  the  ^irit  of  tfatf 
ministers,  the  court  deemed,  tha  present  a  figivchuk 
ahle  time  for  taking  another  step  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  epiiscopacy.    The  provi&cull  synods  were  ajB^ 

tif9  di^fovejy  of  the  pl^t,  while  he  shewed  ffPCuX  anxiety  to  (distin- 
gfwh  hetwtra  thf  difftreat  kindt  of  ftpiitst  he  went  oQi  of  hit 
J9^  to  d/eplaure  bis  dctertation  of  "  the  orueltj  of  the  Parit«iKi|, 
tfO^thj,  of  fire»  that  viU  admit  do  salvation  tf  anj  Papist.^ 
(Works,  p.  504.)    In  answer  to  thie  petitiens.  'm  hiehalf  of  the  * 
Scottish  ministers,  he  said,  that,  ^  the  papii^ts  were  ••ektni^ 
h^Viifii  indeed,  but  the  n^tnisters  were  seeking  hia  croioi^  imtn 
K^bJimiiQi  his  life.''     (Melville's  Deel.  Ag!^  p.  S3.)  Thf?  trath  j 
is»  Jaipes  abused  the  Pujcitans  because  he  dreaded  no  harm  froni 
them,  and  he  endeav^u^d  to- keep- fair  vrith  the  papists,^  beeansSf 
as  he  stoietimes  phrased  it,  **  thej  were-dtxJtecmi^kiogrkfJVfw'* 
just  as  some  Indiaiia  aj^  saidAo  wassh^p  tliej)evily  for  fear  he 
tdiouid  io  them  a  mischief.    (TopMj's  Hiatoria  Piool^  ii«.aJJS^) 
*  Printed  Calderwood,  pp«  509|  516^ 
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im\Aed,  and  d^putieg  fkim  h^  M4?sty  risquured 
iheir^eoi^eiii  to  fiVQ  art^les^  iBten(4ed  to  seeur^  the 
bishops  froni  being  cJnUed  to  lu^ofan^  for  tb^ir  la^ 
vidationa  ctf*  the  eAr^sits,  lupid  t^  reco^ize  the  power 
jrlnch,tlie  King;  ^Qii5i4  ov€ir  tb^  G^picarail  Assembljf^ 
Tbcsdartides nt^^cM^vely  ;rf»j^cted  bjr  tl)e  sy^di, 
if  Fife;  and  iike^lm  symdfi^  mijx  the  exci^tion 
d  Aat  of  An^pw,  ri^eirred  the  det^prmin^Uon,  of 
ibem  to  the  Gi€9ia^  Assembly  ^. 

Meiriile  waa  deputed  bj^  the  pr^i^J^t^ry.  of  St 
Andxens  to  vmii  oa  the  parliament  which  met  at 
l^ertli  in  Augost  1606,  and  was  initiiicted  to  co* 
(jfsaaM  wi&  bis  bcethren  of^  ^b^  preibyte^  in 
seeing  that  the  cburcb  au^red  Ho  in^^iVEy  at  that 
Astanbl^of  theestatea  l|ndei:i»tatidiii^1^t  it  wa9 
h^cmded  to  i^peal  dio  statute  wbicib  ba^  iKm^aed 
the  tempcnadities  of  bidbopfridB  to  the  o^own^  and  (9 
lestore  tbe  ,i^S€K}pal  oid^  to.theij'  aocieiit  pnvir 
leges^they^ga^  in  to  thaf  IitiDda  of  Airtii^  a  r^pve* 
aiBtailon  ;c  statki^  lliat  the  eimsopal  offiee  stood 
CMdiMidhy  die  ^litoof  ite  elluidi^  ite^thut  1^ 
UAatpt  were  xfkttmA.^  t  {ilicci  in  parliiimetit  m^ 
mi  |ii4^<^^  ^^  eatilHjwhed  ^epiiataeal  gO¥famf 
&iaaft^anAeiav*bgvtbat^]f  any  a^  were  ta  be  paMsd 
hr  dittb  imaan  tb^.^araata  ensealed  \gi  the  Geni^ 
AmMAj^  w&b  the  eoBcdmxnee  of  his  Mi^enQr^ 
should  be  embodiedin  iU.  Jb  t^f  tOitbia  tbfgt.wcore 
expbettdy  told  by  tibe  Chancellor,  that  the  bishops 

*  SiiDsdii,  Aniutly  p*  9d<    Melville^s  Decl.  A^tf  p.  92.    For- 
6  2 
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woiild  be  restored  to  the  stat^in  which  they  weret 
liundred  years  aga.    Upon  this  the  mindsters  prepar^ 
ed  a  potest,  which  being  refused  by  the  Lords  of 
Articles,  they  gave  in  t6  each  d  the  estates*    Fortyt* 
two  names,  of  whidi  Melvill^s  wks  the  first,  ysfemt 
affixed  to  this  protest.    The  cormmssicmers  of  shires 
and  burghs  at  first  promised  to  support  it,  but  tht 
most  of  them  were  in  tiie  issue-gained  av&chy  tht 
agents  of  the  courtl    The  chief  nobifity  were  deeift- 
edly  aVenie  to  the  Intonation  ^episoqmcy  * ;  but  it 
was  now  a  matter  of  greater  consequence  than  H  had 
^nrmerly  been  to  preserre  the  favour  of  the  monaiuh, 
^  and  he  employed  an  argumient  with  them  which  pnv« 
ed  irresistible. H^he  gifts  which  they  had  obtah^ 
from  church  lands  were  confirmed  to  them^  anda 
great  many  new  temporid  lordships  were  erectedfrom 
the  same  funds.   The  bisftisps  violated  ^e  oavestaJqr 
consenting  to  this  alienation  of  the  property  Q£*;Ae 
diurch,  and  to  the  redoetion  of  the  nvmber  «£  her 
votes  in  parliament  from  forty-one  to*  tinrteen. 
This  compromise  being  made^  the  parliament;  so- 
stored  the  bishops  to  an  their  ancient  and  mtBom^ 
tomed  honours,  dignities,  prerogatives,  priyilqjei^ 
and  livings,  and  at  the  same  time  revived  the  diap* 
ters  whidi  had  been  suppressed  by  the  G^eral 
Assembly.    The  preamble  ta  this  act  is  perfectly 
aj^ropriate :  it  r^o^ises  his  Majesty  as  ^*  absolute 

*^  En  EcMte  la  plupart  det  8«igneor9  aoat  noa-pealeawQt 
Pufiliuni,  mais  mal-oonteas :  de  Mirte  qoeje  ne  tfaia  t^il  it 
povfftiwAitrtt  obcir.'*  .(Lfttce  a  ^  d«  Vilieroj,  SI  May,  1606: 
AimbMsadcfi  de  M*  dc  ia  Bodtrie,  torn*  i.  p.  63.) 
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pnBce,  judge^  and  governor  over  all  persons,  estate^ 
a»d  eauses^both  spiikual  mA  temporaL"  By  .an« 
iMlier.act  the  rc^al  preri^ative  was  raised  to  the  higfa^ 
est:  pitdi,  aecompaniedj  with  the  most  extravagant 
tnd  fula^ne;|uki]atk»ix)f  ^e  reigiiing  sovereign  f* 
The  greatest  precautions  w^e  taken  to  prevent  the 
ministers  from  protesting  againid;  these  deeds.  Mel^ 
liUe  had  heen  appointed  byt  his  brethren  to  peiform 
ihistndc.  On  the  day  on  trhich  the  acts  were  to 
be  mti&d^  he  gained  admission  into  the  House ; 
htytina  «o^nei^^did  belaud  up  than  an  order  was 
l^i^ttto fMoiie^bim^  Tboi^ thus tprevented from 
tskiiagarpQt^  ajg^oidisgto  l^al  formss^  he  did  not 
i^ve*  until:  befhad/imade  his  orrand  sufficiently 
kmnvn.f.!-     t  r  i-r- 

ii.  The  ^teat  was  .concaved  in  language  res* 
rfwetfiEil  to^  ItaUiament^  but  expressive  of  the  most 
dstekmiacdi  opposition  to  the  measure  under  their 
icensiikxalioB^  It  reminded  the  membeni  of  par- 
Baiaffiitt,  that  lliey  were  not  l<»ds  oVer  the  church, 
lMit:iiiirsing  fiithians  to  her ;  and  thatf  instead  of  as* 
aioning  a  pcmra  to  inouM  her  gov^man^ent  ac- 
.eeedingito  jt^i^^fAearare*  it  was  th^  duty  to  pre- 
-aerveand  mahntam  that  whidb  had  been  given  her 
iby  heir  diraie  head.    It  warned  them  that  the 

*  AiBt.  Pari.  Scot*  iv^2Slf  282.  The  last  mentioned  act  was 
ebkicealed  at  the  time.  The  oath  of  tupremacjr  wAs  ordained  by 
s(Ct  of  Pri^y  Council  only.  (Record  of  Privy  Council,  June  2* 
1607i>  CAkbffii^oed  (MS,  ▼!«  1112.)  (wytr  it  was  '•  printed  st 
'Edmbufgh  be  Bohert  Charlera,  amM  don*  1607/' 

t  Prb€^  CaM«^*  521.  Simaoai  Anbal.  p.  100^  Mebille'i 
DecU  Age,  p.  105. .  . 
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XBCkutaK  mrder  thareonsideroticm  «rs«14»  if  vidept^^^ 
ererdif ow  lliat  ctiscipline  imi^  ivhicli  rdii^oai  hdl 
floondi^  fi)r  80  m«Df  y^eant  in  iSooibiiid.  It  «mjtt^ 
tdiAnemTkBt  to  undo  all  liia*  ilify  bad  doiie  ih  hsloM 
c^  die  chtureli  f  wir^  for  tiieisafcie  of  ^tifyiag  a  fie« 
miriiiiig  indiiridiols,  to  mtd  nntm  a  U^w^  wfaicli 
had  beeai  abfued  \ry  the  nation^  ^  wlncb  had 
nmfinrmly  prionned  the  source  of  *f  gresrt  idleoeiM; 
pjtlpabie  ignoraiiee,  insaffsrsUe  piide,^  pitil^Bii  ty^^ 
ramiy,  nvsi  sbamelcm  aniMtion.^-  AvA  it  eondnded 
with  tbdaring,  tbit  Ifae  protteters  urore  nwdy  to^pN^ 
dociamatoiisiitlaeg^  totdieis  that  tb0]K>iii^i»ld  dif: 
ttity  which  it  was  proposed  tp  confer  on  Inri^iopa  weri 
ooixtnxy  to  Soripturcy  l^eopiMons  of  the  ^lAero^ 
canons  of  the  ancient  church,  the  writings  of  thjETiifWt 
learned  and  godly  inddern  divimrv/  thrdoetriim  and 
tonstitafeioti  of  l3ie  cfamrch  df  Skntfamdi^ee  tbeln^ 
g^tnng  of  tlv  RdbnMtiody  ibe  fama  of  the  wttm 
and  the  wdfare  and  hotiour  of  the  Xing,  parlahn^ 
attd  8iA>jeots^«  Thofxrotfeart  wasdrawti  up  by I^MeM^ 
^mysOB^  ninitteir  of  Stiiliiig^?  the  i«iu90M  tif  plo;* 
test  were  composed  by  Jaxaos  MelviMe,  with  the  ^ 
sistanoiB  of  hisiinefe  f.    Tbteifdi^ng^tiiepriSNM 

.  *  **  jbfermiilkfia^  or  m  P|!ttot|i|ioo»  $mi  f|  Ti^big  fropi  $citf 
land.  Imprinted  1608/'  Pp.  94. 12mo.  It  appears  from  the  epUtk 
lo  the  ro^dtr^  tint  tbit  treatise  was  p^iitted  abroad  by  an  £|i]^lisli- 
m$a^  who  had  flod  from  Baacroft's  persecutions.  The  ]N>ote^atioa 
Qlfty  be  «een  in  the  priated  History  4f  Caidorlrood)  ^.  5d7^Sl| 
t  Pnntisd  GftM,  yp.  M?,  5H.  The  Ibasons  of  Attest  «f^ 
inserted  at  loigtb  la  a  iMiift^wnCten  tnidt  by  Otlderwood^  ontitltd, 
*•  The  Course  of  Cfofonnity— Printed  ill  die  jeavs  }622  5'^  (pp. 
50-^8.) 
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liiehst  mkitiMed'pttpdr  w91  s^rre  ^k  a  proof  of  tibe 
tfiritJifi&^iwhiGh  i«  wasmit«eiD^  wd  of  4he  enBglit^ 
eied  aeail  to  dvil  libertyt  and  Ae  temjwal  wd&ro 

cNtt* 

^  Set  mm  Kp  theiie  Biceps  once,  (ealled  Icing 
iui0e  Jtbe  JhrineeV  kcUfa^ts^)  thi^s,  if  t^ey  w^e 
lev^rio  nab^vrfid,  nt^ust,  ufigodly  and  periftltitHtt 
t#  kidc  mkI  reUme^  if  1^^  .ijudl  be  Ixnme  f^nftli 
i»jr4lie  ecHmtMande,  aiutkoritie^  eare  and  ^ad^frv^otU: 
of  the  lS&g»  (itaq^oii^^  M^  a  one,  as  God  foillUt, 
'mm  m  4ike  wanie  of  our  mogt  r^Mrined  SoVeSreign; 
fir  to  tlie  bMt  luitii  ^oftenthn^  iste^eeded  1I16 
Wil^  <^  dtiifl  1)6  earned  tkroi^ 
«et  ^  ud  entoiti^ed  1^  hitii  for  tbift  ^ect ;  and 
Um  Mtirf  tbe  etrt^atesaot  oi»ely  ^  ^kte^  as  liii^biiW, 
lUft'iiM  iMure  libe  Uame  tb^ec^  to  i^i^  great  evtt 
WididhoiiiMnr.  If  <me  liviU  a«ke,  Hew  ihidl  thtis6 
BiiAi|^  be  meife  Mlij^et  to  be  carried  after  the 
ij^te  of  ^  evffl  pi&ee  then  die  kiett  ^f  iSie 
eititds  ?  llie  answer  and  reaiMm  is,  because  ikef 
hm  tbeir  loiddi^  mA  Utteg,  tbeir  bdbdtff,  esti^ 
ibatioii^  pti^t  and  coisBioditte  of  the  l^iiog.  Tht 
IBiog  toay  sd;  them  vp  and  cast  them  d6wn^ 
^Te  them  and  take  from  them,  put  th^n  In  and 
IMH;  «t  his  "plMHn^;  Itnd  theteJfore  they  musib  bee 
^  his  ai«N$til)ii  to  dtoe  vibiA  IftieA  hlfii :  ilftd  iii  & 
iMi^henia^dbewHh&efnliy  law,  bedanse  tliejf^ 
iM^isAVptfi^tfnttlaw.  lIut^wlthedieryBtaled  heie^ 
matkdt  dee  8«,  fehej^  hat^g  ^'Akx  h^caHe  ttan^ng 
ki  thdpir  retMiea  iff  thelulidamMtikll  lawies,  ix  then 
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Imt  a  comiiii88ioi&  iiDin  the  estate  that  send  tlieia^ 
as  fnnn  the  burgesses  ot  baroiis*  Deprave  me 
once  the  Ecdesiasticall  Estate,  which  have  the  g^ 
x>{  knowledge  aad  learning  beyond. o^rs,  and  are 
8up{)osed  (because  they  should  bee)  of  best.cofir 
science,  the  rest  will  easily  bee  miscarried.  And 
that  so  much  the  more,  tliat  the  Officers  of  £(^te^ 
^Lords  of  Session,  Judges,  Lawyers  that  have  their 
offices  of  the  King,  are  commonly  framed  after 
-tiie  court's  affeotion.  Yea,  let  Chancellor,  Seersr 
tarie,  Tresaurer,  President,  Contrdl^,  and  others 
that  n(w  are,  take  heed  that  tliese  new  Fndates  of 
the  Kirk,  (as  covetous  andambitkms  as  ever  they 
wer^of  old,)  insmuating  themselves  by  flatteriemd 
obsequenoB  into  the  Prince's  favoiar»  attaine  to  the 
bearing  of  all  these  offices  of  estate  and  crowne^  and 
to  the  exermsing  thereof,  as  craftily,  avaritioHi]jr# 
proudly,  and  cruelly,  as  ev^  the  F^pistieall  PjoslMes 
did.  For  as'th^  kdiest,  best  and  wisest  aogeb  of 
ii|^t,  being  depraved,  became  most  wicked^  cioftie 
^md  crueU  divetls,  so  the  leamedest  end  best  pas* 
lor,  perverted  and  poysoned  by  that  old  serpent  wHb 
avarice  and  ambition,  beoemef  the  falsest,  w<Vit» 
and  most  cruell  man,  as  experjyen^  iu  |d)|ige&ha^ 
proved.  ,  a 

.  ^^  If  any  succeedii^.  Priii^  ]^ease  to  pUy  the 
jLynmt,  aydgpvmieall,  not  by  lawes,  Imt  b]i«his  will 
and  pleasure  signified  by  miiisives,  artieles,  jai^d^di- 
xectionfif,  these  BisbqM  shall.  neVer  adm<»idi  hm 
as  faithftdl  pastors  and  messengers  of  God ;  but  as 
ithpy  are  made  t^p^^ypi^i,  they  mlb^^^ 
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'ter>  pleasure  and  obey  men.  And  as  they  stand 
byaffceticmof  tlieFriiice»  soifvillthey  by  no  itieanen 
jecqpaid  thdr  8tai]£ng>  but  be  the  readiest  of  all 
to  put  the  King's^  wiU  and  pleasHre  in  execution ; 
though  it  were  to  take  and  apprehend  the  bodies  of 
the  best^  imd  sudi  namely  as  would  stand  for  th^ 
kwes  and  freedome  of  the  realnie,  and  to  cast  them 
into  dark  and  stinl^g  prisons,  put  them  in  exile 
itom  thek  natii^  land,  &c.  The  pitifuU  expe^ 
lience  ih  tames  past  makes  us  b<dd  to  give  the  wam« 
-mg  ior  the  time  to  oome :  for  it  hath  been  seen  «nd 
fi^  and  yet  dayly  is,  in  this  Island.  And  finally, 
vif  the  Prince  bee  prodigall,  or  would  inridi  his 
courtiers  by  taxations,  imposts,  subsidies  and  ex- 
actions, layd  upon  the  subjects  of  the  realme,  \dbo 
have  been,  or  sbdl  bee  so  ready  to  conclude  and  im- 
pose that  by  parliament,  as  these  who  are  made  and 
set  up  for  that  and  the  like  service  •  ?'* 

These  were  not  £tm  repsesentations  of  akrmista, 
'Wiio  wished  to  excite  prejudices  i^inst  the  bishops 
from  mere  antipathy  to  their  spiritual  power.  Nor 
ware  they  the  offi|)ring  of  imaginations  disorders 
^  by  uareasonable  jealousy.  In  the  course  of 
'A^  few^  ye^*s  the  strongest  of  these  predictions 
were  fully  and  literally  verified,  to  the  convic^ 
tion  of  those  who  had  treated  them  as  visionary, 
-^e  biiAops,  who  owed  dieir  restitution  solely 
to  the  favour  of  the  King,  and  who  depended 
«i  him  as  "  the  breath  of  their  nostrils,''  ao- 

*  Caja.  yi.  J  J.58— 1162.  Course,  of  Con&rpiitjr,  pp.  44-^47. 


tddietcd  tii^Bisd^^  m  all il)ita^^  bsn  fdeasttpe * : 
they  exerted  all  tlieir  in^tienee  %#  ky  tlie  IQwtticb 
of  tile  nation,  and  ike  pnvilegea  ef  the  diflerent  m^ 
ders  in  it,  ftt  bk  feet ;  while  hc^  in  retem^er  their 
aervioes,  loaded  ihem  with  hew>iu»»  asd  advane^ 
them  to  the  hjgheat  #$oes  pf  atate^  Qimg  to  d^ 
^ient^uaea  these  effis^a  ^ve^  moife  aeittiMy  ^ 
Bi  Scothtfid,  wher^  if  cfiscopney  liad  \)ew  mdS&s^ 
to  T&ai^  much  l<H%er,  the  gp¥enEi»eAt  Would  hare 
fipttled  yito  n^  pure  and  eonficmed  deiqpptism.  H^ 
they  weieealsQ^dtinEj^g^d.  Fvomthefim^tlMt 
l^enry  VIII.  eaus^ed  hiw«etf  to  hededaiQe4Heiidgf 

^  ^  Most  Gratious  Soueralgne,  May  it  please  Zoiir  most  ex- 
cdl^Dt  Majestte,  A»  off  iaH  vyces  Ingratitude  is  ttost  detesl^bk, 
I  iodaml  my  Mlf  not  aidy  iu£ait«f  tbat  detid  «iOut  qflliik  Isior 
^M«)  haib  i^crea^,  |)ut  also  in.  o^  fF^*^  c^c^tioiif  so  pa&h 
quheliaed  with  yopr  (M«)  princely  and  niagnlGpk  benignitie, 
could  not  hot  repaire  to  zour  (M.)  most  gratious  face,  that  so  un- 
nbrtMe  an -creatore  Mieht  both  see,  fafisse  and  tbanke  my  esNthly 
Cf^of.*'  {Qrrgji^ail^Btlfr^faircUbkbifiGh^^ 
Sept.  11.  1609.  MS.  in  BibJ^  Jfurid.  f  dio.  M.  .6.  9.  90.  62^ 
**  We  ivill  not  be  idle  in  the  mean  time  (says  be,  in  a  letter  to  his 
Majesty,  Aug*  31*  1612.)  to  prepare  sncb  ftd  bav^  vote  to  incliife 
IIm  rigto  wsLf. .  Jill  men  do€(BttMr.  vb  Aidh^M§m^aat1it!vo\tT^  opcdi 
|he  re|Kitt  of  yoor  Maj.  good  f^ccef^/K^ms»  nf ^  fse  m^  4lie  jSk^^ 
pf  Cathness^  and  sending  for  my  Lord  of  Qlasgow,  And  the  .pro- 
ctirementolFtbis  Parliament  ivitbout  advice  of  tbe  Chancellor.-^ 
No  Estate  imay  say  thai  they  are  your  Maj*  creatm^,  as  We  mtfjr 
f ^9  (M^  there  is  ^one  w^hote  standing  4s  «o  irfi(|KTy,  1^^  j^w  Vhi* 
shall  frowDf  as  vre :  foF:  at  yoiU'  M«j.|iiod  me  miist  either  stand 
or  falL'*  (Printed  Cal4*  ft  645t.)  Th^  sani^  servility,  thoogb  not 
expressed  in  such  gross  terms,  appears  in  a  letter  ta  the  Kmg  1^ 
the  Bishops  of  St  Andrews,  Glasgow  and  Orkney  >  and  in  a  let- 
ter of  arebbishop  SpoUwood.  XMSS.  in  feibt.  imk  £din.  M. 
f9. 9.  DOB.  65vand  670 
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tiie  i^^itth  Chmdi,  and  fbroed  the  bishops  to  titke 
0ttt  Ikemes  fttra  Um^  jEind  tb  ackiiowle<%6  ib»t  dl 
d»  jumdictioii  f^bkh  they  elcerdsed  ft>ved  &olti  th^ 
Kyvttl  authorify^  the  e|98oo|ial  bendi  aikl  deigy  be^ 
leame  dependent  on  ike  erown.  When  tiie  tspmt  of 
liberty  p^rtfeles  a  luMion  it  wifl  exert  a^  influence 
npmi  ulloi^ders  of  men ;  and  there  ha^e  been  tnstan^ 
ees  of  English  (I  caniict  8i|y  SMttirii)  prdates^  whu 
kiro  nobly  "prtthstood  die  eneroacknentB  tif  irl^trary 
pow^^  aiiddi9ft«ide4  the  tightlsofthepeoi^  But 
t(Si  it  is  leasonaUe  to  suppose,  (and  experience 
^GHtti^  the  supposition)  th*t  as  a  body  lliey  will  be 
deroted  to  the  i^ill  loi  the  prince,  tb  whom  they 
owe  their  places,  frpm  whtoi  they  look  ^dt  prefer^ 
ment^  and  by  whose  autjbority  th^  jpcxkan  aU 
acts  <tf  -ecfplesiasttc^  jiuriidistioB%  Candour  de^ 
mkmds  the  admowledgement,  that  a  jmsbyterisin 
ehwch  must  also  fidl  into  state-subserviency  im 
proportion  to  the  powa:  dbidi  the  crown  obtains 
in  the  appointnent  of  its  ninistevs ;  alt^u^  Ifais 
patronage  is  necessarily  fimited  by  the  want  of 
prefennenti3  in  such  ^n  establishment,  and  checked 
by  the  freedom  of  discussion  whiA  takes  place  im 
its  different  asfsiemblies  ^. 

*  <*  The  bishopB  (sajps  Lord  Karnes)  vret^  univenaUy  in  the 
ii^peflt  of  the  crowo,  as  they  have  Been  at  all  tunes^  and  upon  all 
ocfosiotts  g  and  as  the  whole  bishops  were  for  the  crowBy  it  was 
indAfiereot  which  right  were  chosen*^*  (fissajs  concenilng  Brit^ 
ish  Antiquities,  p*  53.)  This  remark  unqoestioDably  reqoirei 
foalificatioB.  But  the  iostaace  to  which  Lord  Hailes  refers  dis- 
proves it  in  part  oirij.  (Meaionals.  voU  i.  p.  41.)  Though  al( 
this  bisfaopa  weM  **  for  the  cronfi^''  tiiej  m^ht  mod  all  be  equailj 
able  to  maintain  its  **  interests  ^*'  and  in  thw  itspeet  certainlj 
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In  giting  an  account  of  thepaidiiitMntaiy  i^ertora- 
tion  of  prelacy,  it  woqM  be  lamjuit  to^nit  iMirti<midg 
William  Doi^yglas,  Earlof  Morton,  a  noblemaB  who 
inherited  the  magnanimitj  of  the  Douglasses  tem^ 
peied  by  tiie  milder  virtues  of  bis  illustoious  re^ 
lative  the  Regent  Murray.  The  pu]^  conduct  of 
this  peer  was  marked  I^  independence*  White 
he  maintained  all  the  hospitality  and  even  mi^* 
ficence^the  andent  barons,  his  dcnaeatic  amuig^- 
ments  were  conducted,  and  his  fiie  &mily  r«red  up^ 
in  aceotdance^  with  the  pufity  of  hit  moaad^  and 
the  sUict  regard  which  he  uniformly  dewed  to  the 
dutks  of  rdigicm.  Re  was  a  warm  and  steady  firicsid 
to  the  ^^byterimvdiun^h.  It  was  owmg  to  his  ex^ 
ettions  that  the  pai^ament  had  formerly  passed  aa 
act  exempting  the^  govm!^ment  of  the  church  fioM 
die  cogniiraQce  of  the  commisidMefs  appointed  ontke 
union.  The  sickness  which  soon  after  put  an  end  to 
his  days  prevented  him  from  attending  in  his  {dace 
vat  Perth  ;  but  he  ^:Kpressed  his  stnnig  ^sj^^ba* 
tion  of' the  act  restoring  episoopaoy,  and  with  hil 
dying  bteath  predicted  the  evils  whidi  it  W0ul4 
entail  on  the  country^, 

it  was  not  **  indifferent  wLich  eight  weM  ekosen^'  op  tb^  Atti- 
cles*  But  the  reason  wh^  the  King  it  1612  sent  a  list  of  bishops 
\7a8,  not  that  he  doubted  of  the  attachment  of  any  of  them, 
hut  that  he  might  assert  his  prerogative  to  nominate.  And  the 
teason  why*  L'ord'-Burlic  wished  to  change  **  one  or  two'*  (^nih^ 
tNMirt-list  wasy  i>«t  thftth^  objeeted  tt  a^y  of  U>e individuals  nam- 
ed, but  that  be  might  maintain  the  privilege  of  the  nobility  io  the 
election  j  as  he  distinctly  states  in  his^eifdnce.  (Wd.  p.  42,) 
•  Siifiw)iii  Amiales,  pp.  SSJ  iKi  Printed ^{?W.  f;  «et. 
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Mi^irUle's  appearance  before  the  parluunent  at 
Pierth  was  the  last  which  be  was  permitted  to  make 
m  his  native  country.  Episcopacy  still  stood  con- 
demned l^  die  chufcfa,  and  the  bishops  remained  des- 
titute'of  all  spiritual  authority*  The  state  of  puldic 
sentiment  and  feding  in  the  country  was  such,  that 
any  attempt  to  confer  this  upon:  them  by  the  m^te 
exesdse  of  civil  authority  would  have  h^m  nngato^ 
and  might  have  proved  dangerous.  The  only  wiqr 
iuf^tfaicb  they  could  hope  to  succeed  was^hy  obtoiiit^ 
lag  the  cotisent  of  the.ehurch^coiurta  to  their  aasupw 
dng  one  degree  jrf  episcopal  pow^  after  snqth^r^ 
lindeir  &ke  names  and  deceitful  pretexts.  .  Kotwith^ 
standings  the  number  >  of  ministers  4ilre4idy  ip  coft- 
&iemeBti;  they  judged  it  necessary. to  get  jrid  xxf 
#tiifr9»  belbre  they  durst  face  aa  ecdenasticid  M- 
tmnbly^  or  biwg  iiMward  their  ]^posal  in  its  mo9t 
moderate  shape.  Acicordingly^  in  the  ^nd  of  May 
1606,  a  Irttar  from  the  King  was  delivered  to  Mel- 
viUe,  commanding  him,  /*  aU  excuses  set  aside,"  to 
repair  to  London  before  the  15th  of  Septf^mber  n^t, 
that  his  Majesty  might  toeat  with  him  and  others, 
his  brethren,  of  good  learning,  judgement,  and  ex- 
perience, of  such  things  as  would  tend  to  settle  the 
peace  of  the  church,  and  to^  jtirtify  to  the  w<nld  the 
measures  which  his  Majesty^  s^t  sudi  extraordi- 
nary condescension,  might  find  it  necessary  to 
adopt  for  repressing  the  obstinate  and. turbulent. 
Lettars  expressed  in  the  same  terms  were  addressed 
to  his  nephew  James  Melville,  to  William  Scot, 
nunifi^  gf  CupviTj  Joha  C^ipichael  of  Kilconquhar, 


WiUtam  WsttM  ci  Bmn^kdmd,  James  Ballbur 
^  Eiiiiibiirgh,  Adam  Cdt  of  Muaaribtngli^  sad 
Bobeirt  WaUaee  of  Tranent  *« 
*  Hairing  met  to  oonult  on  tbe  coutse  ix^idi  diey 
^skottU  adofM^  4^e  eight  ministers  ^luted  one  df 
4idr«  BftmW  to  eonvone  Mrith  the  Earl  of  Danism 
atidto  request  Mm  to  deal  witk  liis  Migesty  to 
eseeuse  llion  firom  a  jouraejr  whidi  thejr  were  afraid 
mmld  prove  fruidesst  9iid  whiekivoidd  be  cg^xessire 
tO't&eDi»^on^«eeo«nt  xif  the  iU^hedth  c^some  of  llieiir 
number  ^md  the  eogagenenta  of  alL  tJnder  jthe 
mask  4i  ^?eat  iriendshiii^  Xhmbir  viged  thonr  to 
oemply  with  bii^M^esty's  desire;  MBuhig^  tiMn^ 
tiM;  it  would  tHim  o»t  tile  best  joumef  tiliai  ever 
tiiey  tindi^rtookK  that  he  had  advised  the  naeasuaf 
ott  ofiregard  to^the  diiirch»  iund  ihat  the  bjbdi0p% 
ifvhen  made  aeqn^oi^ed  ^mth  the  desipi,  troee  my 
fi»  from  hekig  pleased.  ^vMi  \t\.    .Althoi^^  thqr 

*  PrinUd  Caldeffwopd,  pp.  51S— 9# 

t  f  here  can  be  little  doubt  that'  the  bishops  both  kdew  aoli 
iiad  adrised  tbe  caHmg  of  the  miotsters  to  Lond<N].  From  a 
kvtui  addlcMid  hf  Gkteanoto  to  his  Mtgpa^,  «<"  Idib  Ji«iti«''  H 
appears- that  be  wasmpatieot for  MelriUfi^s  neniovftl,  and iisiaii* 
at^d  his  hopes  that  be  would  not  be  allowed  to  return  to  St  An- 
drews* '**  Mi^  Andrew  MeMn  hatk  begun  tv  raise  new  storms 
"wMi  Mft^Eolidt  blii8ts\  Bk^^yoa  am  my  Jipiifirt^  flind:  1,  tiader 
^jKOor  Higlmefl^  NeptwMr*    I  mast  6a|, 

Kon  ifR  imperium  pekg^  satvrum^  tridefftem, 
SsdnubiMtftd 


'Tour  Majestjr  will  rdbgste  bim  to-^ome  Aeelki 
"     '    ut  illic  Vitciar  se  jactet^  in  atiia.*** 

liord  Hailes,  Meriioriafe,  f.  ^« 
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plaoed<  little  confidence  in  tlkese  afismanecs^  the 
aunisters  isesolTed  to  gd  to  iKmdoB,  after  they  hid 
iwted  on  tfae  spptoaddng  parliiainentL  IitttooJ|^ 
ikfff  veA  dmt  up  to  this  cotirae ;  for  had  th^  mU 
ed  odierwi8e»  they  would  have  inoQiied  tl|o  diargt 
^idkoheymg  ike  Doyal authority^  and  an  onler  ^te 
tiieiz  incaiceratian  would  immediatdy  bava&Uovmk 
li^filte  acquaiiued  the  preabytery^  of  S^t  Andieila 
with;  Im  iakm^imaL  Hiey  dedined  giiwg  imi 
ai^  ^Qomiaisskiii  to  .act  m  their  iiame^  juc^[Hi@  it 
m&it^  th^  he^  and:  his  loetluai  ahouU  appeal  iii 
^ir.  jodhodual  ehaaaeter^  and  not  dodbtiifi;  thai 
they  woidd  prom  fiuthAiL  to^  the  iatorerta  of  dit 
diWffali*.,  .^But  they  autboiiaed  hm  to ^reoiive  as 
ejatgrapl  teat  thok  seccxis  d  the  avlMm^ptieii  of 
^Ijwlfiaifaitoiihg.pgediyteriaii  po^  to  W  uaed  aa 
he  ahould  find  neeesaary.  Having  put  the  affairs 
of  the  ooU^e  in  the  hest  order  he  could^  MelvUIe 
staled  from  Anstruth^,  in  company  with  his  ne« 
^ew»  Soot»  andCaimidiael^  on  the  liMh  of  August^ 
aniS  reached  London  on  the  25th  of  t^at  month; 
A  fbir  days  after  they  were  joined  by  their  four 
bretbrc^  who  trayelled  by  laud  ^. 

Aa  soon  aa  it  ivas  known  that  they  were  edme  to 
towir^  t&ey  were  vilnted  by  a  number  of  the  minis- 
ters and  dtiz^s  of  liondoiv  who  fiivoured  their 
erase.    The  arclibisfacqps^  of  Canterbiuy  and  Yotk 

*  "<  1606.  Aug.  15.  M.  Jindro  Meltil,  &c.  dcpftitit  £nt  An- 
sinitlwr  towftii  Londoii.^  Ltird  •£  CaraWt  Dmi^v  >d  A^pent. 
to'  hwowKVs  J&my,  p.  m$.  MehrilUi^*  HiflU  of  Dedming  Age, 
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tent  ta  enquire,  for  tKaaSt  and  inTited  tbem  to  th^ 
houses; .  bat  they  excused  themsekes^  on  the 
gjround  that  they  could  pay  no  liats  until  they 
1^  seen  his  Majee^  *  James,  irho  was  absent 
OP  a  progress  through  the  kingdom^  had  left  lus 
directions  for  them  \lith  Aleicander  tl^y,  one  of  hb 
«s^»tairies  foBT  SootUnd,  and  ]>  JohnOordaa^deaB 
til  Sal»sA>uty.  .Ooisdon  iffsa  one  of  tiieir  countef- 
mm*  a  son  of  the  bishop  dTGaUmvayy  and  had  himt 
adf  been  at  one  pmod  presented  to  diat  irislra^iick. 
goon^after  the  iRefomatioB,  he  had  gone  tor  Frano^ 
Int. the  sake  of  his  edneation^  aod  ^emraied  4k 
that  ooimtry  untii  the  attessm  of  James  to  tke 
Englidi  throna  On  rthe  ^ocmtinent  he  had  attmaed 
ttP  ineoniMeBaUe  d^;ree  of  literary  cdebrity, -pats' 
licukriy  for  his  dcill'  ui  the  oriestal^  iaagvagesf* 

'r     '  *     '   P  '  ■     •  ''^  '    ''       '■..;■       ".   ..- 

.    •  Melville's  Hkt.pftlieD«;U.A|pB,  p.  aU;      ; 

t  Oo  the  4tb  of  January  1567,  *'  Ma^iater  Joannes  G<^mi^ 
<)>)>tained  a  gift  under  the  Great  Seal,  of  the  tiishoprick  of  Gat- 
J^waj  a»d  abbacy  of  TuhgUtedy'vaeaDt  Vf  theVei^gnat)^  tt^S* 
kxander  last -bisboi^.  *^  Ct  aoi  ioforaiatie^itileat^  <ly»>qciii^ifiaii» 
tione  8ing;ulari  dicti  Magistri  Joaonis.  Et  q^  j^  b^hraica^  ciJfiaici^ 
iyriaca,  graeca  et  latina  Unguis  bene  eruJitos  est^— pro  sobditoniiQ 
noslrorum  instructione^'^  In  the  title  t>f  the  ihdmT  he  k  ssid 
^  b^  V  tyiiK:  t^potit  in.Qklliastiidiii  «b«s1dgisli<^iosaailMIS^ 
(M8S.  in  BibL  Jurid.  Edin.  Jac.  V.  i.  14.  no.  92.)  I  moit 
leave  it  to  others  to  unravel  the  confusion  as  to  the  titles  of 
John,  Roger,  and  C^rge  Gord^s  totfib  Kish6tirick  of  GallowaK 
(CiMBult  AsgisCer  of  Pres^tetl6n  tb'Bifin^fices W'Sept.  l6^  157^, 
and  Joly  8,  1586.  Gbrdon^s  Earldom  of  Snthertandv  181,  290 
^99$.  Kdtli's  8cotw  Bishop^,  p.  166.  Printed  CM.j^  4$5^.) 
.There  is  a  letter  from  John  Gordon  to  the  tUf^nt  Mnri4jr|  coti^ 
taiiiing  politioaiinteMigence.  (Cbuon  MS&.  CaK  t:*V:  70.) 
And  another  to  John  Fox,  on  Uterar]^  topics*    '(HarU  BfSfll 


lilHC  OF  ANDREW  iCEtVILLE.  225 

1E%i8  tftlent  would  have  m^  him  an  ^teeable 
eompcDioir  to  Melrille^  had  they  met  on  another 
oedasion,  and  had  not  the  task  allotted  to  Gof don> 
dofig  with  die  Dean  of  Westminster,  tendered 
(Item  a  Mm)  of  honcNrary  guard  on  the  ministers, 
md  polite  spkSs  on  their  conduet.  Notwithstand- 
ag  thisi  MelT^le  and  Gordbn  had  their  literary 
hours  in  wfaleh  the  stiffiiess  and  reserre  of  their 
hmA  interviews  were  bankhed  ^. ' 

The  two  Scottish  archbishops^  Gladstai^es  and 
Spotswood,  with  others  of  the  couri^party,  caime  to 
London^  to  be  present  at  the  intended  conferences: 
A  rumout  prevailed,  thi^  the  King  purposed  to 
have  the  questions  nt  issue  puUicly  disputed,  and 
to  renew  ihe  scene  in  which  he  had  acted  so  con* 
qpieuous  a  part  at  Hampton-Court  three  years  be- 
&re.  Melville  and  his  fellows  resdved  not  to  engage 
in  any  such  foolish  omtest.  They  had  no  autho- 
rity to  appear  as  champions  for  the  Church  ot  Scot^ 
land,  and  were  not  so  arrogant  as  to  take  ^ia 
dmracteT'  upon  them.  Tl^  English  divines  had 
no  right  to  interfere  with  their  controversies ;  and 
if  they  chose  to  dispute,  w^e  in  no  want  ci  an- 
tagonists anumg  their  own  countrymen.    And  as 

416.)  A  poem  bj  him  is  prefii^ed  to  **  Plaidoy^  pour  M.  Jean 
llatpiltoo.**  .  And  %  |^ip  in  pniise  of  bim  is  ipierte4  in  Delit. 
Poet.  Scot,  ii.  ^^  There  is  an  account  of  his  works  in  Wood*a 
fasti,  by  Bli^s^  ^  131*  wid  Chartei^*  Acco.  of  S(9^  lUvines^ 
|r  3.  (MS.  Jin  9ibl.  Jorid.  Eidin.)  . 

r  ^  MelviUe>  Hist  of  QofK  Agr,  p.  120.   Melvini  Musib^ 
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finr  ^h^^  who  Had  cooiefifoiiiiL  Skot^uK^tli^jr  wtro  not 
fn^likled  to  reaawi  ^iginnft  9  government  w|ii(^  thejr 
had  so  leoepi^y  approved  hf  (h^  lubiB^pticms,  and 
fw<»:n  to  m^t»in.  The  niinisters  were  not,  how* 
^vcr,  wged  wjth  any  pn3|K)8^  of  this  natiire.  They 
received  ^t  t^s  time  a  letter  from  theii;  Inrethren  wb? 
were  still  in  pri|gpi>  at  Qla4di^e^,  epq^ssing  th« 
confidence  whicli  tbey  r^^ed  in  thaix  wisjloiii  and 
constancy ;  and  chargiim;  tHe^^  not  to  yield  qp  any 
part  o(  the  libert)i^  qf  the  dhiyreh  of  ^cvithpid,  with 
the  yj^w  of  |^iu:fl^4DS  ^'  ^^^  father  a  pwpdo?i  W 
9  mitigation  of  pmi^menit  ^. 

The  King  shortened  hiji  prc^gresn,  an4  retimsd 
to  ILiondon  sopner  than  vfu»  exj^jeg^  to  meet  w^ 
jthe  n^i^ters  f.  Tl^ey  wejie  i^rodnoed  to  him  at 
JE{ai;^pton-(3Qurt  ofi  the  201^  pf  Septernhpr,  and 
^i^  aUow^  to  Ip^  hi«  lw>d.  His  J^vesty  oqop 
yfimi  witl^them  iamiliaady  for,  aceiM#^np^  ^9^; 
eim4i7^*#er  the  i^ews  of  the  ce^nlTy. ;  4Qd  ifUiad 
^P^four  9n  the  h^gih  (^  his  befurd,  whif^h^  h?  BXkg- 
«4.h»dgrawnpiodigioH^8iqwl^bffd  t^e  pl^ 
^^  seeing  it  in  Scot^an4>  and  wkn^  gi¥e  him,  he 
wp  RjTriid,  rather  »  Tw*-li]!^o  Iwk  »  Xi^on  {• 

^  Melville's  Hist,  of  the  Decl.  Age,  pp.  113—114. 

t  Ambassades  de  M.  de  la  Boderie,  L  348. 

%  I  bave  takien  ray  account  of  the  traotactiont  at  London  and 
Hampton-Conrt  cbieflj  from  the  nartativea  of  two  of  tiie  mmit- 
tcTS,  James  MeiTille  and  Wifliam  Scott,  who  kopt  registers  of 
"oTerj  thing  that  happened.  Calderwoodliorrows  from  James  Mel- 
Title.  Some  important  paiticokrs  are-sapplied  by  the  despatebes 
H^  the  French  ambassador,  M.  do'lft  Boderie^  who  appears  to  bate 
tiUcen  mndi  intorest  io  the  a&ir»  and  had  access  to  good  nfuv 


Twa  days  nftar,  they  were  seat  fo^  to  Hampton- 
Court.  On  their  arrival  from  their  lodgings  at 
Kingston,  they  w^e  courteously  received  hy  arch- 
bishop Banerfill,  who  left  the  room  as  soon  as  the 
King  entered  with  die  memhera  of  ^he  Scottish 
privy  council.  His  M^esty  stated  at  large  the 
Deascms  which  had  induced  him  to  send  for  the 
mjinistersi  and  concluded  by  intimating  that  ther^ 
were  two  points  on  which  he  demanded  an  explii^t 
dedaiati<Hi  of  tiieir  judgment:  the  one  was,  the 
1^  pretended  assembly  at  Aberdeen,  including 
the  behaviour  <tf  thqse  who  had  hdd  it ;  and  the 
other  wafi>  the  best  means  q£  obtaining  a  peaceable 
Bieetmg  of  that  judicatory  for  establishing  good 
^er  and  tranquillity  in  the  church.  James  Mel- 
ville 9^ta:  ^riqg  the  compliments  and  congratula- 
Hfm  whiidi  w^e  suited  to  the  occasion,  request- 
led,  in  the  uaine  of  his  brethren,  that  they  might 
jhive  time  aOowgd  them  to  deliberate  on  the  answer 
wUidi  th^  shoidd  return  to  hip  Majes^s  q)Desti<m«. 
They  were  reqipi^  to  be  ready  with  t(ie],r  answers 
m  the  £(>l)<»wing  day; 

On  altering  ^  {«esence*chamher  nen:^  day,  th^ 
&Km^  it^0ivded  with  the  principal  persona  aboujfc 
^onrt  M^ville  suggested  to  the  Earl  of  Dunbar 
tbe  impr<qpriety  of  their  being  brought  before  such 
a  promi$ci}0)is  assembly ;  as  his  Majesty  might  be 
^soded  9^  fkm  Ij^tl^ejring  their  sentunents^  be|i^ 

matioii  by  his  residence  at  court,  aod  hj  means  of  M.  de  la 
Fontaine,  one  of  the  niinistert  of  the  Fitnch  Choreh  at  ^rirniUSj, 
Md  a  fgmn,  intriligffMer*    9fal9tiOQ4*a  nmraat  is  g^msA  . 
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tbe  English  noMlity,  accarding  to  the  free  teanner  ta 
which  they  were  accustomed  in  Scotland.    Bi|t  he 
was  told  that  the  arrangements  were  alreidy  made, 
and  cautioned  to  be  on  bis  gnaiid  against  saying 
any  thing  that  was  indiscreet  or  disrespectful  in 
the  presence  of  such  honourable  strangers^     The 
King  took  hi^  seat,  with  the  Prince  on  his  one 
hand  and  the  archbkihop  of  Canterbury  on  the 
other.    Around  him  vrete  placed  the  Earls  <j(^  SaUsr 
bury,  Suffolk,  Worcester,  Nottinghmn,  an^  l^rtfa^ 
ampton,  'Lords  Stanhope  and  Knollies,  vn^h  otib^ 
EnglishUien  of  rank;  besides  all  the  8eottisb  no- 
bility who  were  at  court.    Several  Eng^sh  bishops 
and  tleans  stood  behind  the  tapestry  and  at  the  docnis 
of  the  aparttnent,  who  discovered  tiiemaelves .  whea 
the  conversation  became  animated.    Th0  miuistei^ 
had  previously  agreed  to  return  a  ocmunon  mawer  1^ 
the  mouth  of  James  Melville.     But  his  M^^ 
intimated  that  it  behoved  each  individual  to  spea)( 
for  himself;    and  beginniRg  wi^  ^^   3<^tti4i 
bishops  and  commissioners,  he  «iked  them  mbif^ 
their  opinion  was  concerning  the  assemUy  at  Aber-, 
deen.      They  all  answered  briefly,  in  thm  tumi 
that  they  condemned  it  as  turbulent,  fiielipus,^^!^ 
unlawful."  Then  addressing  MelviUe,  Im  Majesty 
said :  ^  You  hear  that  your  brethren  cannot  jfistii^ 
these  men  nor  their  assembly.     Whrt  ^y  y<)«» 
Mr  Andrew  ?  ^l%ink  you  tiiat  a  sxnail  number  of 
eight  or  nine,  met  without  any  warnmt,  wanting 
die  chief  ^memben,  the  aaKxierator  and  scribe  9(Wir 
vening  uMiannerly  wdliieiit  a  sen^po^  beii^  ako 
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disehai^ed  by  <ypen  prodaaiati<Hi ;  can  these  make 
an  Assembly/or  not  ?"  Ta  thk  Melvilje  replied  in 
a  speech  oi  iiea!*fy  an  bour^  length,  4elivered  witk 
much  freedom  and  spirit,  and  at  tiie  same  time  with 
ipuch  respect.  As  £or  himsetf,  he  said,  he  had  for 
a  mimber  of  ^ears  been  debarred  from  attending  on 
general  assemblies  and  all  public  meetings ;  but» 
as  it  T^as  his  Majesty'^  will,  Im  would  endeavour  to 
give  him  sa€sfiicticm  m  the  cWerent  objections 
wfai^  he  had  stated.  With  respeet  to  the  paucity 
of  members,  there  walk  no  fule  fixing  the  preci^ 
numb^i  two^<^  three  met  in  the  name  of  Christ 
^A  the  {iro^ise  of  Us  presence ;  m  ordinary  meet- 
ing tf  a  cotirt  estldUished  by  law  could  not  be  declared 
la&wfttlott'aeeauiit  of  its  thinness;  and  those  wl^ 
met  afc  Aberdeen  were  suiUciently  ninnerous  for 
proMgfiling  the  assembly  to  a  future  day,  which  was 
all  tbatf  t^  did,  and  all  that  they  had  proposed  to 
4».  As  to  their  waiaraat,  it  was  foun^  on  Scr^ 
tsre,  his  Mfl|e3ty's^wis,  and  the  commissions  which 
ihefret^kd  from  Iheir  jncesbyteries.  Tl^  presmicc^ 
df  ll^  hmkt  naodenrtor  and  derk  was  not  essential 
to  l&e  vafidity  c^^he  JUBMnMly,i!\thieh,  in  case  these 
dffiee*^beai^m^  w^sre  ^tber  necessarily  or  wilfrilly  ab- 
ieii»^migfat,  aoeaiding  to  reatoan  and  the  practice  of 
i^  €burdh,^use  others  in  their  room.  His*  Mf* 
jesty  itiust)M^e4ieen  misMi^TO^^  when  he  said  th^ 
ilMatfnb  i^etmoDi  for  xneie  of  the  mtiisters  of  Aber* 
dii^  preaclwd  at  the  opraing  of  the  meeting.  As 
iiir^e  allied  disdbaq^  of  the  assembly  on  the;  dity 
teforait  jm^^^tnu^ing  to  X«anr|st<m»  yfkfi  wm.  t^ 
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Kingf  IS  Commissioner,  he  said»  in  a  tone  of  liie  mast 
fervent  solemnity,)  **  I  charge  you,  in  the  name 
of  the  Church  df  Scotland,  as  yon  will  answer  before 
the  great  God  at  the  iqipearance  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  to  testify  the  truths 
and  tell  whether  there  was  any  such  discharge  ^ven, 
or  not."— 'He  paused  for  a  reply;  but  Lauriston 
remsdned  mute,  and  ^e  King,  &in  to  break  i^e. 
painful  silence,  requested  Melville  to  go  on  to  state 
what  reasons  he  had  for  not  condemniBg  tiie  oon* 
duct  of  the  ministers.  ^  If  it  please  your  Ma- 
jesty to  hear  me,  I  have  these  reasons^  First,  I  am 
but  a  private  man,  come  here  upon  your  Majesty's 
letter,  without  any  eommi$8i(M  from  the  church  of 
Scotland ;  and  as  no  body  has  macb  me  a  judge* 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  Condemn  diem.  Seootidly^ 
your  Majesty  hatb,  by  your  prpdMiatkiti  at  Han^ 
ton-Court,^  (here  he  produced  the  prodamatimi): 
*'  remitted  tbm  trial  to  a  General  Aaaembly;. 
expecting  there  te^Miioa  of  wrongs,  if  any  havt 
been  done.  I  cannot  prejudge  the  cburdi  aa^ 
assembly  of  my  vote,  whidi  if  I  give  now,  I  dluJi 
be  sure  to  have  my  tnoukh  ihut  tbra,  as  by  expo* 
rience  I  and  others,  my  bretl»en»have  found  be&re.- 
Thirdly,  Bei  n&m  eH  kMgta,  ted  hactelnu  JuA^ 
ceOa  )9j  your  Majesty^s  Mtoidl;  whether  nf^iiif 
or  not  I  remit  to  God,  befim  wfeenii  ooe  day  diey 
must  appear  and  answer  for  tbit  setiteiioe»  I  think 
your  M^^esty  wffl  not  be  contont  that  I  shanU 
now  contradict  your  council  and  tiieir  proceedings. 
FdurtUy,  Imw  tati  I  e<ted€!iam  tty  btothm  fipriidte 
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amm,  not  hearing  their  accusers  objeetitig  against 
them,  and  themselyes  answering?" 

The  speeches  of  tl^  other  mimsterS  agreed  with 
tbtt  of  MdviUe ;  and  what  was  oMitled  by  cfne  was 
reo^fected  aad  sdpj^ied  by  another,  "the  King 
exhibited  evident  symptotiis  of  uneasiness^  and  an 
ansiety  to  bifi^  the  conference  to  a  dose*  James 
HdriUe,  at  tlie  condusion  of  bis  speech,  presented 
a  suppUeation  wbidi  had  been  tiitesmitted  to  him 
fiom  Ae  condemned  ministers.  His  Majesty  glanc- 
ed over  it,  and  said  with  an  angry  smile,  '*  I  am 
ghd  that  this  his  been  given  in."  An  interruption 
by  Sir  Thomas  HamiitMi,  the  Lord  Advocate,  led 
tira  l^al  argument  between  him  and  Scot  oii  the 
trial  <tf  the  monisters  for  treascfb,  hi  the  course  of 
wlndi,  the  lawyer  was  thought  by  lill  to  be  worsted 
at  Us  own  weapons*.  lnd%nitait  at  hearing  that  • 
most  iagraitt  scene  cf  iniqmty  vindicated  in  the 
presenoe  of  his  Majesty  and  sneh  iat  honoaraUe 
aatbenc^  MdviUe  fell  on  his  knees,  lind  tequeited 
penrisrion  to  speak  a  second  time.  Having  ob* 
tamed  it,  he  gave  himsdf  up  to  aH  his  narite  ire 
and  vehemence,  and  astcnii^ed  the  Engfidi  aol^ty 
and  clergy  with  a  torrent  of  bold,  impassioned^ 
impetuous  eloquence  to  which  Ihey  were  idtogethtr 
stnoigers.  Throwing  adde  the  reserve  which  he  had 
studied  in  his  former  speech,  he  avowed  his  belief 
of  the  complete  iaiiocence  of  his  htdthten,  and  jns*. 

*  Several  of  the  Eoglisb  nobility  made  hftndaome  ofibrs  to 
William  Scot,  provided  he  would  consent  to  remain  in  England. 
(Life  of  Scot,  p.  7.  Wodrow's  MSS.  vol^  iv.) 
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ii^^  tlieir  ^oceedia^  H^  reeounted  tbe  ^^^mtrf^ 
which  had  been  done  them  w  ti^it  tnal,  ^  vihiA 
Ife  ^as  an  eye  and  ^^t  v^xkw^  Addeeating  the 
Lord  Advocft^,  he  ^liarged  Um.  wttfa  Immig  faTonii^ 
ed  trafficking  piieit8»  andraretoed  ftom  puniabn^at 
hiB  uncle,  John  Hwultopi'who:  had  been  banished 
from  l^rBj£k(^f,mi  branded  aa  anuioettdtary  by  ike 
pfu:liame»t8  0f  that  kU^gdom ;  :whik  he:^»ployed  ail 
})is  craft  and  elaqn^q^to  eobnalthe  nnoffinidiag 
and  righteQiis  servants  i^Chmt  The^tcemeriif.tlia 
htethfetu  he  mi^  (co«ld  jipt  b«re  dane  more  a^dnat 
the  i^ntp  of  Gpd»  than  he  hftd  dme  aga»rt  these  goo^ 
inen  »t  Linlithgow  ;,^md  »#*  I^ont0nted,with  thermit* 
which  he  had  thi^  §0t0d^  he  befaiHred  stiH  tto  idwv: 
himtielf  *Q  ^Fff^tj^  w  aJo^h  ♦  At  this  expressioii^ 
the  Ki^i^  ^Wfning  to  the  ardbl9»ahf^  o£<}mterbnir)2^ 
c^clpmedt  -'  ^)iat'a  that  he  said?  tL^hink  he.caiU» 
him  Anticha^st  ;  H^y^.  by  Gpd;  it  is  the  iDeti^r 
name  in thellev^ajtion qi theii <weU^faeloytd  Jdbn.^- 
Then  rising  liastily.,  he  said,  ^  God  be  mtkyais^^ 
Sirs."  Buty  reo^Ue^i^  himself^  he  tttmed'-romdr* 
tfy  the  impi8t0rs,  an^  sd&ed  them^  what  adnrice  ibef- 
ha4  to  i^y^lf^rfv  P9<4fyp|;  the  dtssenbbns  niseA. 

^  '*  n  J  te  a/fmrmitrHiiftmi  (aayirtiid.  IWneH^  Amliaa^adbf  to 
Bbrquis  de  ^iUery)  *qj)liui  ,^  P^H  ^^^  M'^  strange  4iMr(^^^tM 
touteft  \es  occasions  ^  &  sur  ce  que  l^Avocat  General  df^cofl^ 
votilut  prendre  Ik  pardf^  demiefement  centre  icelui  en  la  presence' 
dtt fi«oi  nteie«Jl6i»]^ia^tSt6l«iv6ef  ^  Mle  ftf (;fi«  que  ^^Boi* 
&  till  demeurereot  sans  repliqne***  (Ambatiadet  de  M.  de  la 
Boderie,  !•  435.)  « 
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int^ehuTch;  tawfaicbtfaey  rej^i^^dthotievmce, 
jijree  General  AsBembfy. 

The  mhiiitert  w«fe  Atftnissed  with  unequivocal 
BMu&s  of  approkrtkmou  the  pftrt  of  tbos^  who  wer^ 
present  Tlra  Eriglidi  nobility,  who  had  not  been 
aecustraied  to  fiee*  the  King  addressed  With  such 
Aredom;  4S6sM  not  refrain  tmtn  lixpre^tDg  iheir 
ijbtwalionmt^holdnesft  ii^hliiFb^  Melville  and 
hb  MBodates  delir<Mred  ^beir  sentiments  before  such 
as  fiodieiie^  at  the  hinfmonf  of  views  wfaidi  appear- 
ed in  .idl  their  speedies,  and  tiie  readiness  and  per- 
tmeiM^  of  ^  neidtes  which  they  made  to  every 
ofagcction  widi  w^bh  they  wa-e  urged.  The  re- 
pm^tr^of  the  cdoferenoe  which  w^e  circulated  through' 
tfaeeityiimde  a  strong  impression  in  dieir  favbun 
li  had  tiie  e£^t  of  dispelling  the  d<md  of  prejudice 
whichhadbeeb  raised  against  them  and  their 
fenthiteii;  and  convinced  the  impartial,  that,  insteatf 
of  bcang  the  tarbalait,  discontented,  and  unreason- 
able men  they  had  been  re^^esetated  to  be,  they 
wcie  only  claiming  their  undoubted  rights,  and 
itmdii^.u^far  ^eeodesiasticdi  liberties  of  their 
cMBtry  ag»»st  the  la^dess^^^icroaciiments  of  arbi- 
iarary  power  *. 

,,Tbef  had  scavoCiy  seaidied  Kingston  when  they 
were  overtaken  by  Secretary  Hay,  who  read  to 
&eiii,  in  the  court  belbre  their  lodging,  a  charge 
noli  to  reltwn  to  Scotland,  «orto.»p|Mroach  ^  court 

;  *  Ifehrille't  Hkt.  of  the  Dccl.  Age,  pp.  1^1—124,  141. 
Spet's  Apolog.  Niirr»tioo»  pp.  17r«-lS0.  SpotswooiL  pp*  497-i*8* 
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of  the  Kifig,  Queeitt  ot  FHiice^  without  cpecsial 

licence.     On  the  28th  of  Sqprfmnber^  they  we». 

smt  for  to  the  Scdtiah  eouncil  sammiUkd  in  the 

Earl  of  Diu^biur'8  l«(%i»9^    Jmim  Mebrille  wm 

first  calkd  in,  rad  was  uigod  bj  ih^  Lord  Advoeate 

with  certain  mMaring  questions,  rebtilig  to  his 

opiniong  and  eonduet.    He  fefoasd  to  ansxRrer  them.. 

'*  I  am  a.free  suljjoet  (said  he)  of  the  kiBgdmi  of 

Scotland^  whtdi  hiMli  laws  and  jMririkges  of  its  own 

as  free  as  any  kingAran  in  dui  world:  to  ihem  L 

will  stand.    IWe  hath  been  bo  snnnonds  execute 

agwst  me.    The  noblemen  here  sitlkig  and  I  aM 

not  in  oor  own  country.    The  drnggesaqper  mgmir'^ 

endis  wai  abolished  and  declared  long  since  to  be 

iniquitous  a^d  unjust.    I  am  bound  by  no  law  or 

reason  to  accuse  myself/'     He  bctooght  tibe  nobU« 

men  present  to  remember  ^o  they  wete,  and  to 

deal  with  him  (though  a meaiinian  yiet a free^bons 

Scotsman)  as  they  would  themsehres  wish  to  be  use^^ 

according  to  the  laws  of  Scotland.     He  tdd  die 

Advocate,  who  endeavoured  to  entangle  him  with 

legal  q\iibbling;  that,  thmigb'  no  lawyer,  he  was 

endued  with  some  portion  of  tiatural  wit,  and  had 

in  his  time  both  learned  and  taught  logie.    **  Itfo 

Jamesi  (laid  Dunbar)  will  yenitdt^  to  give  an 

answer  for  his  Mi^esty's  sotisfiiction  r  ""  With  all 

reverence,  my  h»d,  I  will  (replied  he) ;  provided 

the  quei^ti^Mi  be  set  dowa^  aaad  I  msf  have  ti«le  to 

advise  on  the  answer."'    Melville  was  called  in  last 

He  told  the  members  of  the  council,  ''  that  they 

knew  not;v^iat  they  ware  dcnng^  and  l£at  they  bed 
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iegmenteA  from  the  anci^t  nobility  of  Scotland 
who  were  ivont  to  hazard  their  lands  and  lires  for 
tiie  freedom  df  their  country  and  the  goi^nel^  wHch 
t\mf  80B8  were  now  t>etraying  and  neeking  to  if^rer*' 
tbrow^."  If  they  were  at  ail  eapaMe  of  umouB 
lefiectioiiy  the  Scottish  nobility  must  have  bkuriied 
at  thdr  conduct  on  the  presetrt  oeoasiM)  In  fer^ 
getting  so  iar  what  was  dtie  to  their  rank  ubA, 
place  as  to  consent  to  beccmie  the  instmtnents  of  ik^ 
eottrt>  and  of  a  few  ambitions  ohurditnen^  to  dr- 
CDinvettt  men  who  had  been  insidiMsIy  drawn  fronr 
their  homes,  and  to  entrap  thevn  into  declaradoni 
wbidi  were  afterwards  to  be  used  againit  them  at 
eiiminal  diarges.  They  on^t  plainly  io  have  told 
thdrinaster,  that  it  was  neither  for  bis  own  honotor 
]if)r  tliat  of  his  native  kingdom^  (which  his  tfew  sub- 
jects were  at  that  time  but  too  much  di^sed  to  don- 
Umjk)  to  have  m^  d*  such  character  detained  tberi 
as  suspected  persons,  and  his  differences  with  them 
eiq^sed  to  the  observation  of  English  peers  and  pre« 
lates ;  and  that^  if  they  were  to  be  held  as  criUminalsy 
tiN!y  diottld  be  sent  home  to  be  tried  by  their  own 
hiws  and  before  their  proper  judges.  If  true  no^ 
bHity  consists  in  that  high  and  independent  $pirit, 
whid>,  whether  produced  by  the  teoo^eetion  of  the 
deeds  tf  ttncestry  ot  by  other  cmbb^,  i^mns  evwy 
thing  whidi  is  dishonourable  to  the  individual  or 
io  his  country,  then  Melvifie  and  bk  companionis 

♦  Mclnllc,  13i~134.  Scot,  180^1.  Report  of  the  Confer- 
ences Sept.  1§0«.  M&  m  BiUr  Jsriil.  Edin.  M*  6*^9.  no«  49. 
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ijtewed  themselt^  to  be,  at  tiiis  time,  tile  nobler  of 
ScotlancL 

The  miiiistets  received  ill  vvritii^  the  fbUo<idsi^ 
questions,  to  yibidi  they  were  required  to  Tetta^ 
answers. '-  I^sf»  wbeth^  they  had  not  transgressed 
their  duty  by  praying  for  their  condemned  bretiir^^ 
and  whether  they  were  n^Kng  to  mive  his  Ma- 
jesty's pardon  fbr  this  offence.  Second,  yi^he&iw^ 
tibey  acknowledged  that  his  Majesty,  in  iritteie  4i 
bis  royal  prerogative,  had  fifll  power  id  toiin^otBil^ 
prorogue,  and  distniss  all  £^le8i»stfcAl  leted^lsa^ 
within  his  dominims.  AmA;  IPhM;^  Wh«tllef''4i& 
bad  not  a  lawful  right,  by  biff  iroyal^  an^bttifi^,^  t^ 
tOl  befbte  him  and  bii  oound!  j^.f^ttiM^'^l^^ 
astieal  and  civil,  for  whatsoever  &iiltfig^4bd  vd^^ftN^ 
aH  the  suljects  are  not  bound  tbv  appiiitl*;  answ^i 
and  obey,  in  the  premkse!».  S^teb^tff^i^^^iMP 
ministers,  as  directed  by  the  eouneil;^  gSff^'^M^IH^ 
swers  teethe  questions.  Hiey  expressed  tbtEtoirfvta 
guarcfedly,  so  fis  not  to  give  tfae^oiirt  any  a^^ti^ 
against  them^  but  witiioUt  Muieitfelng^  iiMr  dwtf 
convictions,  or  compromising  the  pinci^es  a£  the 
^urdb  of  Scotland.  Along' witb  itl^eseaMtrfas 
they  presented  a  joint  paper,  i^mtimtitig^ilieif  a^fliji^ 
as.  to  the  best  mode  of  putting  ap.  ei|4  to  i^e  &o^mi. 
astieal  feuds  with:  which  th^i?  native  wmAisf 


V*  .-  x-£?.r'>:o  "*!>& 


They  were  tiow  entitled  to  e>:pect  thli%i;hey  f£ou^ 
obtain  lib^y  to  return  to  thjpir  bo^^ig^.    j)Pb«y  lyl^ 

•  MelvHIe,  136,  Uki  8cot^*8(J*"iBr.-'  '-^ '  * 
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testified  thebr  obedience  to  his  M^esty  by  comiiig 
to  London.  They  had  attended  all  the  confeTanoes 
wbi^  he  had  been  pleased  to  j^ioint  They  had 
leturned  answers  to  the  questions  which  he  had 
|iroposed  to  them.  They  had  given  him  their  best 
advece  fyr  re-establishing  the  peace  of  the  church* 
If  "this  was  not  aeceptuble  to  his  Majesty,  and  if 
]^  chose  to  act  in  a  different  manneiy  it  was  3t  lea^t 
iBcumjbent  on  him,  in  point  of  justice  and  of  good 
faidi«  to  dismiss  men:  whom  he  had  cadled  to  Ida 
preeenoe  in  th^  character  of- adraers,  and  not  of 
si«ni«al8  w  snapped  persons.  But  notbmg  wag 
less  iiitepAsd  t^ian  this^:  Their  stay ,  w^  arbitrarily 
andfiAdefinHely  p9K^ovi0edc;  and  aU^  the  artg  of  lit^ 
ma^.'fW^f^Tpatin^p  disunity 

t^(^B«i  SiJisbury  irndBiUtf^roft  held  interviews  widi 
nyb  i^fj^Q^  a|  jmfe  thaught^most  oomplying»  and 
en^e|ijfouM!4  tcr^otaeh  them  fimn  th^r  brethren  f. 
Whm.^P  inetbodrfi^led^  spies  were  set  on  jtheir 
emi4iK!tft}  and  th^' were  hroiq^t  into  sttp^tions 
in/^K^rt}^]n%ht  be* tempted. tor K^y  or  da sQine- 

v^MiB|;rilleii»«14(l;&fr^ft0liLiviogi^  uL  VWmn 

jio^f^  Jen^ontas  jtoi^crpjp  (fays  tbe  French  ftmbasmdor)  ^a^ili 
eaMC|it  resutig  de  la  sorte  )  car  il  nV  a  eu  vote  que  I'oo  n^ait  tenue 
poor  les  ga^tiiferl  Lei  ^iaJNites  j  ont  €i6  employ 6e8y  ou  ledlt  Roi 
a^iiployoltfat;  «e  90*21  a  8911/  h^m  ed  eA'  Veno  aox  oflbei  & 
aox  prometsea,  et  depais  aox  menaces  a  bon  etcient  f  |»a|s  tout 
i^et6  ea  vain,  n^araot  jamaii.  ifieox  tfinistres  vpuln  conieoiir  a 
aiicone^det  propositions  que  ledit  Iloi  leur  a  fait }  tellement  qn*il 
eif  emfttnuiit  deles  laissw  la.^'  (Ambassad<fi  de  M.  de  la  Bode- 
rie,  i.  435.) 

t  Melviik'e  Deck  Age*  p^  14$.  „ 
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-Ah^  wliibb  ivoiild  affi^rd  a  peti^s^  for  ^^trnmHtiog 
llieca  to  inrifiia. 

His  Majesty  h$i  9(^lt(^  9Vikk  of  the  Ea^^iB^ 
:£gnijbtries  as  wece  OK^  ?«ftine9t  far  their  pulpit- 
:talent8»  and  appomted  iJiem  to  prisaeh  iu  the  Royid 
Chapel,  &axmg  ikp  mmhi^M&p  on  the  leading 
poiote  of  diffesenoe  betwi^en  the  efHScqp^iaa  and 
presfajistman  ichardMfl.  Thfi  Scot;tish  ministers  re- 
4mmi  iudtrs  to  iittend  ihes^^  s^nodons,  rad  ware 
MegwihAy  oonduoted,  lik^  peoitaiitiariest  to  a  seat 
prepared  for  thontt  in  w]Heh  they  might  devoutly 
iisten  to  die  instructiims  of  tibeir  titkd  converters. 
Dr  B«rkw»  Biriiop  rf  JLinco}ii»  bqgau  inth  a  seria/^ 
in  defence  of  the  antu|iiity  and  super^ty  (d  Inshops, 
^vlMsk  the  Biiaisters  charai^b9i:iaed  #$  ^'  a  oo^^otatiw 
of  his  ieKt^"  Dr  Buckridge,  Frettdopt  of  St 
JAvi^  CuiiBff^  presched  the  smMid  is^ipmop,  ^fidfh 
was  intended  to  pwve  the  royal  mfiwmy  i^  efde- 
4nastioaI  niattmi.  It  wis  dkiefly  hffnm^  &0fii 
Bilson's  hook  ou  tihait  sul^sct,  m^  t^  edic^4|aii,  t)Mt 
the  pseacher  cenGoiiod^  the  d^atarinu^  of  |h#  jureslg^ 
terians  with  that  of  the  papists.  The  third  sermon 
was  preached  by  Dr  And^ws!»  Bishep  of  Ghk^iester^ 
on  the  s^ver  trmmpH^  ^ysk  weri  Uewa  by.  &e 
priests  at  the  Jewish  convocations,  from  wludi  his 

*  His  text  was  Acts  xsr.  SS.  The  seniiMi  was  ^^  written  vbA 
fyfielj  compacted  in  a  Iktle  book^  wliilk  be  bad  fdwayes  io  his 
hand  for  help  of  his  memorte.**  (Melville's  DecL  As^f  P*  1^^) 
Melville  composed  a  satirical  epigram  on  k«  (Miissc,  p.  2S,) 
And  Barlow  retaliated  by  a  versified  pun  upon  his  saftiddt^s  nanar* 
(Walton's  Lives,  by  Zoochy  p.'S53.) 
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kidsbipf  to  t^  amaMPient  of  the  w«i6t(»i»  miider- 
took  to  prove  tb^t  the  oonyoenHog  of  emlemMtJmA 
^ouBcils  and  synods  prq)erlf  bdb^gs  t^  Chmtin 
emptors  aiad  kii^  *.    Dr  K^ig*  X>eaii  of  Chriilfi 
Church,    clo$dl   this   pulpit^ show   hy  m  i^ttadc 
upon  the  lay  elders  df  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
Cdlier  says  that  the  mmon$  *'  tho'  somewhat  re- 
iliote  from  the  wordp**  of  his  te^  wa$  ^'  suilaUe  to 
the  oo^oil"    But  tibe  truth  is  that  ti»e  twt  vm$ 
wsui^le  to  the  opcasiou  as  the  mctmn.    It  ims 
very  ia^eiuoiHfsIy  tJdik&i  from  the  Cantiidest,  aud 
pffiird^d  the  pmfik^t  m  excell^t  «pportU]tity  of 
payii^  d^ie  compliuietkts  to  the  naodem  SoMsftoUf 
the  granii  XjOff^JElder  of  the  Chtrch  of  'Engh^ 
who^  iu  wtue  of  his  rojfial  uuctiou,  posseMsed  more 
^ide^astii^  authority  thap  all  the  mitred  aad 
i^^Moeked  (^gy  in  1^  Ijiogdom*    If  this  '^  king 
of  piBachers"  (as  ha^  M^esty  used  wittily  to  call 
hiw)  had  at  this  tiuie  au  eye  to  that  ric^  spot  of 
<<  4^  yi^myfifdr  which  w^  aINrwards  *'  let  out"  to 
him,  he  could  not  have  forwarded  his  object  bet- 
t^  th»u  by  rajiliug^  as  he  did  in  tUs  aermou,  against 
presb^mes,  and  crying  to  Ins  Mqesty,  Doumf 
down  fmth  themi.   I^^t  the  cpurt-preachers  ihould 

*  Melvini  Musae,  p.  23. 

t  Song,  Tiii*  11,  12.  **  Solomon  had  a  vineyard  at  Baal- 
baman,  he  let  out  the  vinejard  unto  keepers,  &c/^  No  body 
can  doubt  that  the  author  of  Vitis  Palatina  was  capable  of  mak- 
ing a  very  amusing  sermon  on  this  text,  and  one  very  gratifying 
'to  his  master. 

t  MelvIlle^s  Decl.  Age,  p,  135. 
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have  failed  m  setting  forth  all  the  virtues  of  m 
Englidi  flMnarch,  tke  mitfiflters,  on  learing  the 
ciu^l^  were  cmducled,  by  the  Dean  of  Sarum^  intd 
tlie  royal  doeet,  where  they  had  the  gratification  of 
seeing  James  touch  a  number  d  children  for  th^ 
owe  of  the  king's  evil  ♦ 

Though  tlK  episcopal  orationir  had  been  more  able 
aid  more  oonvineing  than  they  reaHy  itere^  it  was  not 
to  be  ^ipected  that  they  would  make  a  favourable 
ianpression  on  those  for  whom  they  were  immed&« 
atdy  ifitbnded*  The  circumstances  in  whieh  lliey 
weie  delivered  were  'caknlated  to  awaken  prgudices 
which  are  neither  weak  nor  dishonourable.  If  ever 
the  Cburdr  of  England  had  her  days  of  diival- 
ty,  they  had  ^en  passed  by ;  else  her  tampions 
would  have  deemed  it  foul  disgrace  to  attack  an- 
tagonists who  were  not  at  Hberty  to  defend  diem- 
selves  or  to  return  the  Mows  which  they  received; 
and  day  after  day  to  crow  like  cravens  over  men 
who  sat  bound  and  shiadded  befinre  them.    Con- 


*  MelvHIe,  134*  Ose  of  tke  |MNiegyriito  of  James  bas  verj 
serioiisly  alluded  to  tbia  .r^jiU  virtue  in  tbe  fbUowiog  Uoea ; 

O  bappj  Brhalnet,  that  thus  have  in  One 
A  just|  wise  Prince,  a  prompt  Pbilotopber, 
A  pregnant  Poet,  a  Phisition, 
A  deepe  Divine,  a  sweet  tongued  Orator ; 

A  curer  both  of  Kings  and  poore  mans  Evill  ; 

What  would  je  more  ?  a  chaser  of  tbe  Devill. 

(Tbe  Laudable  Life  and  Deplorable  Death  of  our  late  peer- 
lesse  Prince  Henry— -Bj  J.  M.  [James  MazwellJ  Master  tf 
Artes.  Lond.  1612.) 
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^erkig  tlmt  the  imnisttrB  were  CMstrained  to  at^ 
tendi  who  could  have  blamed  them  greatly^  i^  for- 
getting the  sactedness,  not  of  the  pkce,  ^or  th^ 
had  na  such  silly  scruple,)  but  of  thd  service,  foap 
which  they  were  professedly  met  they  had  at  the 
moment  given  expression  to  what  they  felt  at  hear- 
ing the  ehurch  to  which  Uiey  bel<mged  sa  indeeently 
assailed  ?  They  MlBlenedi  howev^,  mtk  the  moist  jre* 
8peetfiilatt^ti<m :  they  even  took  dowa  ii^es  from 
tb^itttfthdr  the  preacher.  But  th&fr  cydaot  scruple 
to  dedaxe,  after  the  sarvioe  was  oven  ihat  they 
thra|^  the  sennons  vcapy  Ikne  in  poinl^  of  argUr 
mmt;  andinsbtedthatliieysknddhe  priirted;  that 
thef  might  Imve  an  ^partuhtty  of  answering  .them  ^v 
Ther^^effe  all  priilted ;  fiiit^fi^eii  t]i0)mim8tenl  wa^ 
pq^uring^to  rqply,  they  iv«ere  ordeiiod  to^  separate 
and  t0  tdke  tip  t^etr  Io%it%a  witit  ihe^  BishcpB  f  < 

On  ^  38th  of  September,  they  were^  required 
hf  a  message  from  hii  Majesty  to  be  in  the  Royal 
Chapel  early  next  day ;  and  Melville  and  his  tlepliew 
received  a  particular  charge  not  to  be  absent.  *  It  was 
^  festival  of  StMiehad,  one  oithe  Dip  minerum 
gentimn  oi  thd  Ei^sb,'' and  was  celebrated  with 
much  superstitious  pomp.  Several  foreign^s  of 
diistinction  weire  -psiesint,  among  whom   was  the 

*  The  First  of  the  Foure  Sermons  preached-^^t  llainptonf- 
Court  in  September  last — hj  William  Lord  Bishop  oi  Bocbester. 
Loud.  1607^  In  the  prefatoit  address,  **  To  the  Muiistertf  of 
Seotlandy  my  Fellovr  Dispensers  of  Gods  Misteriet^^*. Bafloit 
di^nt^^he  fa«t»  iilMed  in  the  t^^ 

t  Melville,  Hist.  p.  147. 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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Prince  ie  Vaudemont,  ion  to  the  Duke  d  Lonraifiv 
and  eomoiaiicler  of  tiie  Venetian  anny.  On  enter- 
ic the  Chapelt  James  Melville  whiqpered  to  hia 
imcle,  that  he  suspected  a  design  to  ennare  them 
and  put  their  patience  to  the  tei^  The  chapd 
resounded  with  all  kinds  of  musk.  On  the  altar 
were  placed  two  lE^ut  books,  two  empty  chaUoes, 
and  two  candlestidks  with  unlighted  candles.  The 
King  aad  Queen  appn)ached  it  with  great  c«re- 
ttony,  and  presented  their  offerings^  When  dv 
service  was  over  the  Prince  de  Vaudemout  said,  he 
did  not  see  what  sh^ild  hinder  the  diurdies  of  RoMe 
and  England  to  unite;  and  one  of  his  attendants 
exclaimed,  ^  There  is  nothing  of  the  maas  wan^g 
liere  hut  the  adoration  of  the  host  *.^  On  setuzik- 
ing  to  his  lodgings,  Melville  coin|med  tlielblbviiag 
verses  on  the  scene  whi^  j^e  had  just  witnesaed : 

Cur  Miint  clao^si  Aiiglis  libij  di)o  regis  10 1|^ 

Luroinii  caeca  duo,  pollubra  siecii  4uo  ? 
)^um  sensum  cu)tumque  Dei  t^et  Anglia  clausoiB^ 

Lumine  caeca  tuo,  sorde  sepuJta  sua? 
Romano  an  ritu  dum  regaleiB  instouit  aram, 

IPw^ureaa  fMBgit  reUigiota  Iippam  t  ? 

Jjif  n^Esns  of  some  of  the  court-i^ies,  who  frequented 
the  house  in  which  the  ministers  lodged,  a  copy  of 
these  verses  was  conveyed  to  his  Majesty,  who  was»  or 

t  litMUe,  131^2;  Scot,  IBQ.  Wodrow^t  Life  of  Aiidiew 
MtWiUe,  p.  SS. 

f  For  the  take  of  tbe  Eolith  reader,  who  amf  be  deakooa  la 
know  the  tieaMQ  incladed  in  these  liaea,  the  fidlowmg  old  trans- 
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dfeeted  to  he,  hi|^y  ineaised  at  them.  It  was^  u»- 
mediately  resolved  to  proceed  ^aiimt  ^^ek  au^bw* 

Ou  the  30th  of  November,  he  was  summoMA  tioh 
WhitehiOi,  abd  brought  before  the  Pri?y  Cwncil^ 
of  England.  Hia  Majesty  did  not  attends  b^t  oa^. 
«r  two  Soii^tisb  dobleHieii^  were  present.  Moly^i^ 
feuikly  aekao'p^lec^ed  that  he  had  made  ait  q^gtam 
(^whidi  th«t  which  was  now  shewn  hfan  wns  an  ia^ 
lccarai;e  copy.  He  had  oipniposed  it,  he  said^  nur 
dc^  feelingts  of  indignation  wd  grief  at  ao^qg 
mdi  fliiperatiiious  yanity  in  a  reforaied  i^nlxjiy 
imder  a  reformed  King  who  had  ^  been  Inmighfe 
up  in  the  pure  light  of  the  goapd^.  and  before 

ktm  of  them^  which,  though  flut,  conveys  the  atfOe^  maj  he 
Added; 

Why  sliMid  theie  on  the  fiojrd  Ahar  hie 
Two  closed  books,  bUnd  lights,  two  faasins  drie  ? 
Doth  England  hold  God^s  mind  and  worship  closSi 
Blind  of  her  tflght,  and  buried  in  her  dross  ? 
Doth  she,  with  Chapel  put  in  Somish  dress, 
The  purple  whore  religtoosly  express  ? 

Melvioi  M dsse,  p^  24.  In  this  work  there  ar^,  besides  the 
tettas  given  in  ^  text,  one  poeili  by  Jeha  Gordon,  and 
tii%  t^  Mm  BMcky»  aqUior  o{  Aifsais,  in  d^bneet  of  die 
Bg^  Akpr;  and  five  by  ])lJdville  in  reply.  It  may  adnut 
of  a  donbt  whether  the  poems  which  bear  the  names  of  Gordon 
and  Bstrday  weit  really  written  by  them,  or  whether  the  whole 
iBscn  composed  by  M^viHe  in  the  form  of  a  po^icaj  ju$i  or 
nf9(j[;^srficoQolen  The;  n^d  Poetical  OueUisI,  Dr  SgMsbans, 
attacked  Melville's  Epigram  on  the  Altar.  The  eiUtion  of  his 
OueUufn  Poetitum,  printed  in  1619,  bears  on  the  title,  '*  Adjectis 
prophilacticis  adversns  Andreae  Melvini  Cavillum  in  Aram  Be- 
l^m/  aliisqne  Epignumnttts.'* 

Q2 
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strangers  wh(y  cotdd  not  but  be  eontf rifted  in  thdr 
idiE>latry  by  what  they  witnessed  ^t  Hampton-Court 
on  tbe  o^«asion  referred  to.  It  was;  his  intention 
to  have  embraced  the  first  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to'  his  Majesty  on  the  subject,  and  to  have 
shewn  him  the  verses.  He  had  given  out  no  copy 
of  them^  and  he  could  not  conceive  how  they  huA 
been  conveyed  to  his  Majesty.  He  w^  not  con- 
scions  of  any  crime  in  what  he  had  done.  But  if 
be  had  committed  an  offence,  he  ought  to  be  tri^ 
for  it  in  his  own  country :  as  a  Scotsman,  he  was 
not  bound  to  answer  before  the  council  of  Bnglanid^ 
particularly  as  the  King,  his  sovereign,  was  not  pre- 
sent. The  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  addressing 
him,  began  to  aggravate  the  offence,  arguing  that 
such  a  libel  on  the  worship  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land was  a  high  misdemeanour,  and  eten  thought 
the  offender  within  the  laws  of  treason.  Uris  was 
too  much  for  Melville  to  bear  from  a  man  of  whom 
he  had  so  unfavourable  an  opinion  as  Bancroft 
He  interrupted  the  primate.  "  My  lords,'*  ex- 
claimed he ;  "  Andrew  Melville  was  never  a  traitor. 
But,  my  lords,  there  was  one  Richard  Bancrc^ 
(let  him  be  sought  for)  who,  during  the  life  of  die 
late  Qu^en,  wt-ote  a  treatise  against  his  Majesty^s 
title  to  the  crown  of  England ;  and  here  (pullii^ 
the  corpus  ddkti  from  his  pocket)  is  the  book^ 
which  was  answered  by  my  brother  John  David- 
ion  V     Bancroft  was  thrown  into  the  utmost  eon- 

*  fiow  repeated!  J  refers  to  this  ti*eati8e  of  Bancroft,  and  David* 
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fiision  b|r  this  hold  and  unexpected  attack.  In 
die  TBean  time,  Melville  went  on  to  charge  the  arch* 
U^op  with  his  delinquencies.  He  accused  him  of 
pro&ning  the  Sabbath,  maintaining  an  antichristian 
hierarchy,  and  vain,  foppish,  superstitious  ceremo*- 
nies ;  and  silencmg  and  imprisoning  the  true  preach- 
ers of  the  gospel  for  scrupling  to  confidrm  to  these. 
Advancing  gradually,  as  he  spoke,  to  the  head  of  the 
table  where  Bancroft  sat,  he  took  hold  of  tie  lawn- 
deeves  of  the  primate,  and  shaking  them^  and  calling 
them  Romish  rags,  he  said,  **  If  you  are  the  author 
^  the  book  called  *  En^ish  Scottizing  for  Geneva 
jDiseipline,'  then  I  regard  you  as  the  capital  enemy 
of  all  the  Reformed  Churches  in  Europe,  and  as  such 
I  will  profess  mysdf  an  enemy  to  you  and  to  your 
proceedings,  to  the  effusion  of  the  last  drop  of  my 
Uood:  and  it  grieves  me  that  such  a  man  shoidd  have 
his  Majiesty's  ear,  and  sit  so  high  in  this  honourable 
council."  It  was  a  considerable  time  bef<»re  any  of 
the  council  recovered  from  their  astonishment  so  far 
as  to  think  of  interposing  between  the  poor  primate 
and  his  incensed  accuser.  Bishop  Barlow  at  last  step- 
ped in ;  but  he  was  handled  in  the  same  unceremo- 
nious way.  Melville  attacked  his  narrative  of  the 
Hampton-Court  Conference,  and  accused  him  of  re- 
presenting the  King  as  of  no  religion,  by  making  him 
say  that,  ^^  though  he  was  in  the  church  of  Scotland 
lie  was  not  0^  it  V    He  then  proceeded  to  make 

«on*8  answer  to  it.  (Hist.  pp.  85,  347.)  Bancroft's  work  is  also 
mentioned  bj  Jobn  Forbes.  (Hist.  p.  33.) 

*  An  English  yrriter  has  used  much  stron||;er  language  on  this 
inbjoct.  (Topladj's  Hist  Proof,  ii.  233.) 
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ttidcttttes  tm  the  tmimm  Which  he  bad  heird  Bsr^^ 
hm  {ireadi  in  tiie  Royal  Chapel.  '*  Remanber 
'^Ai^ite  you  are,  anA  to  whom  jmi  are  ^peakisg^"'  said 
imecf  the  Scottish  BoUemen*  *' I  eemcnihcir  it  very 
iK^,  my  tod  :(i«pied  Mdvxlle) ;  and  am  soiry  that 
your  lonbiop,  byaitting  heie  and  wmBbmsomtg 
imch  /proceedmgs  against  m^  choald  fomkh  a  fore* 
leedent  ^niiidi  may  yet  be  used  agfdnst  yourself  or 
your  pottaity.*' 

He  was  at  laA  resBoved,  and  his  brediieii  were 
isalled  in.     The  Lord  CbanceUor,  appr^oding 
liiat  all  ihe  ifiooMiyh  imtiisters  nogbt  he  exprnUj 
fiery  as  the  individuid  who  had  just  been  b^ire 
them,  addressed  James  Meinille  and  WaUsoe  in  the 
mildest  and  most  oompUmentary  style  ^ ;  and  took 
the  task  of  interrogating  thcfen  tfhuHi  the  primate^ 
that  he  might  cooduot  it  himself  in  a  less  offimsiire 
manner.     Hiey  .coQ#rmed  the  testhnony  of  Melr 
ville,  that  bd  i»py  of  the  vemes  had,  so  far  as  they 
knew,  been  giiwi  lOot    Afbr  the  isttmiai  had  dcs 
lifaeBatedi&r  some  tine,  Mdt^  irras  agam  called 
in;  and,  baling  heeiididnonii^ied  by  the  Oianeelkr 
to  add  modarty  and  diao^tian  to  his  leamins  iand 
years,  was  told  that  he  had  be^  imad  gmkby  <£ 
scaadaiummagmakm,  asid  was  to  he  Mnanitted  to 
the  onstody  of  the  Dean  of  $t  Paid^  until  tiie 
pbasaie  of  tii^  3Sja^  as  to  hia  fiurtirar  pnnishmeAt^ 
should  he  kfiown.    A  warrant  was  iatmiediatdy 

<  • 

*  **  Fearing  (tayi  Jamep  Melville),  as  i%  tfftsurei  in  osiiig 
such  channing,  Uiat  force  of  spirit,  ivhilk  be  needed  not.*' 
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ismed  to  tbe  Dean,  Dr  Oerall,  to  receive  the 
prifiooer  into  hig  house,  to  s^er  none  to  have  ae^ 
M»  to  him,  and  to  confer  with  him  at  convenient 
times  cm  those  pmnts  on  which  he  differed  from  the 
cbnxth  established  by  law^  for  his  better  satisfaction 
and  conformity  *« 

Having  got  the  man  of  whom  they  chiefly  stood 
in  awe  confined,  and  received  assurances  tiiat  Im 
lnretlu*en  w^uld  be  detained  at  London,  the  Scottish 
bishops  posted  home  to  hotd  a  packed  assent* 
Uy*  After  all  their  jnreparations  tiiey  durst  not 
allow  a  free  dection  of  representatives  of  the 
dinreh.  Misaves  were  addressed  by  die  King  to 
the  several  presbyteries,  denring  them  to  send  such 
persmM  as  he  named  to  Linlithgow  on  the  10th  of 
Deoemlmr,  to  consult  with  cettam  imblemen  and 
n^sftbers  of  the  pnvy  council  on  the  means  of  pre* 
wmtmg  the  increase  d  popery,  and  of  coring  the  dis* 
factions  of  the  churdi.  In  some  presbyteries  three 
and  im  others  mx  mdividuals  were  picked  out,  ac* 
cotding  to  the  numbers  in  eadi  who  were  known  to 
be  fEivourable  to  the  measures  of  the  court ;  and  pri- 
vate letters  were  addressed  to  them  commanding  their 
attesndance  at  Linlithgow  whether  they  received  a 
commisffloii  from  their  presbyteries  cht  not  Jurtly 
r^arding  this  as  an  insult  upon  them,  some  presby- 

«  MelvUle's  BmL  of  Dccl.  Age,  pp.  147—151.  Scot's 
Apolog.  Namt.  ISS— 9.  Bow»  HUt.  103—105,  S46~9i8* 
Ambassades  de  M.  de  la  Boderie,  i.  456,  458.  The  wanraotto 
Br  Orerall  nuij  bescea  m  Dr  Zeudi'a  edit,  of  Waitoo'a  I4voi, 
p.  351,  note. 


948  LKFE   OP  ANDKEW   UMhVlJAJE. 

teries  refused  to  give  any  commifisimi  to  the  n^rnkMes; 
of  the  court,  and  interdicted  them  from  taking 
part  in  the  judicial  decision  of  any  eodesi^tsti^sl 
question  "*.  The  powers  of  a  general  asseeibly 
were,  however,  assumed  ^y  this  illegitimate  body. 
The  commissioners  who  acted  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty  presented  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he 
declared  it  to  be  -  ^  his  advice  and  pleasure,"  that 
i*  one  of  the  most  godly  and  grave  and  meetest  for 
government"  should  presently  be  nominated  as  mo- 
derator of  eadi  presbytery,  to  continue  in  that  office 
imtil  the  jars  among  the  ministers  w^e  removed, 
and  the  popish  noUemen  reclaimed ;  and  that  the 
bishops  should  be  moderators  of  the  {n:e8bytenes 
within  whose  bounds  they  resided.  Inclined  af 
most  of  the  members  were  to  gratify  the  king, 
this  proposal  met  at  first  with  considerate  o{qmi- 
tion.  It  was  clearly  seen  that  the  new  office  was 
a  mere  stalking-horse  to  enable  the  bishops  to  gain 
that  pre-eminence  which  they  duiBt  not  direcdy 
claim ;  or^  in  the  language  of  some  of  t^ose  who 

*  "  Wc  the  presb'**  of  bad jngtou  vndeistanding  yat  our  breth- 
ren Mr  James  Carmichael  Mr  David  Ogill  and  James  reid  are 
to  repair  at  his  hienes  comaand  upon  the  tenth  of  yis  instant  to 
ane  meting  of  the  nobilitte  in  Hiilicb]soW|  and  contideriag  quod 
pmnes  tof^  debet  ab  ambus  curarjf  ut  quod  culpa  non  car  at^ 
qui  ret  se  miscet  ad  se  non  pertinenti ;  Be  yir  presents  dischargis 
je  raid  brethren  to  vote  conclude  or  determine  of  onie  things  the 
decision  q'of  pertenis  to  ane  generall  assemblie,  and  comand  tbaroe 
in  our  name  w*  all  humilitie  To  requelst  the  nobilitie  yair  con- 
yenit  to  be  suteris  to  his  ma^'^  That  ane  frie  gnall  asaemblie  may 
he  conrocatt  as  ye  onlie  remeid  of  all  these  evillis  mentioned  in  bis 
hienes  letter.'^  (Record  of  Fresb.  of  Haddington,  Dec.  8.  X6060 


LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILIiE.  249 

(Q>posed  the  measure,  **  the  constant  moderators 
were  the  little  thieves  entering  at  the  narrpw  win.- 
dows  to  open  the  doors  to  the  gtesit  thieves^.'' 
To  silonee  these  objeda(»is  lus  Majesty's  commisi^ 
liners  assured  tJie  assembly  that  he  had ,  no  intent 
tion  to  subvert  the  present  discipline  of  the  church. 
The  bs^ps  reputed  their  deceitful  prot^tations, 
that  '^  it  was  not  th^r  intention  to  usurp  any  ty- 
lannous  and  unlamrful  jurisdiction  over  their  breth- 
ren," and  that  they,  vnofuid  ^^  submit  to  the  censure  of 
the  dmrch  f »"    A  variety  of  cave^,  amilar  to  those 
which  had  fcHrmarly  been  imposed  on  the  voters  in 
parliament,  and  bimi^ht.  forward  with  the  ^sarne 
firaudnl^it  intention,  ware,  agceed  to.     The  zeal 
o£hks  Miyesty  against  popery  was  loudly  proclaim^ 
ed ;  and  lu^pes  ware  given  that  he  would  listen  to 
th&  intercessions  which  the  assanbly  agreed  to  make 
in  behalf  of  the  ministers  who  wore  under  confine- 
ment.    By  these  means  the  strength  of  the  opposir 
tion  was  bndcen,  and  the  measure  carried  by  an 
overwhelming  nifi|ority.    When  the  act  of  assembly 
was  afterwards  published,  it  bore  that  the  bishops 
were  to  be  moderators  of  provincial  synods  as  wdl 
as  of  presbyteries ;  and  there  is  the  greatest  proba^ 
Ulity  in  tl^  aU^pition,  that;  this  clause  was  inter- 
polated after  the  minutes  viwre  submitted  to  his 
Majesty's  ins^pection  :{:• 

*  Coorae  of  Confonoitj,  p*  50.  . 

t  Bulk  of  the  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  219* 

t  lb.  218.  b— 221.     CaU.  vi.  lflS9^liS6.  vii.  45—60. 
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This  MieaiUy  vfM  opened  bf  Law^  bishop  dT 
Oiimey,  with  a  dcnnoii  cm  these  w»ds$  JPray  fitr 
ihejtemce  of  Jeru^dUem :  and  it  was  dosed  vnth 
tile  warmest  expres^ons  of  thanlcj^ving  and  gratu* 
latkm  <m  aeetmnt  of  Uie  unetmmion  qant  of  tmiom 
mi  harmony  wfaidi  had  beai  dbi|dayddin  all  its  de- 
liberations. None  note  so  loud  in  their  pndses  of  peace 
as  those  who  ard  jmrsiung  coiicses  whioh  directly 
tend  to  vblate  it ;  and  in  their  dialect  those  are 
the  men  of  peace  wb>  yidd  a  tame  l^kniffdoti  to 
all  the  impomtions  of  authority^  or  who  obsequiously 
«>lbw  in  the  train  of  a  niUng  &ctum.  at  the  expenoe 
of  abandoning  principle  and  sacriflcing  the  puUic 
good.    No  sooner  was  the  assemUy  over  tha»  tiie 
difierent  synods  and  picsbjrteri^  roceived    legdi 
ahai^gestojulinit  theeanrtantmodaratorsw    All  the 
synods  but  cme,  wboie  naiae  I  need  n<^  repeat, 
refused ;  and  their  refosd  was  imitated  by  a  nttm- 
ber  of  presbyterm.    Ministers  in  all  parts  of  the 
eouniry  were  thrown  into  prkon,  or  ^dared  rebels 
find  fiifoedto^  abscond;  and  in  some  plaoss  the  most 
disgracefiil  soenes  were  exhibited,  in  coMequwoe  of 
the  ftrmnoi  of  the  chvrch^eoarts  aad  the  vidfenee 
of  the  agents  of  governmttit  *. 

Them  is  not  a  mete  pHaabie  itkuattos  than  dtet 
<^  a  good  man  wbr  has  stiffnred  Usnsdf  to  benome 
the  tool  of  an  unprincipled  cour^  and  who  has  iMt 

Mtlville,  151—154.  Scot,  IS9— 196.  It^W,  l05--^10t  Spots- 
wood,  500—502. 

*  Printed  €dd.  pp.  jM-«569» 
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ooitrage  to  bceak  diYoogii  tiie  teilt  in  whidb  I»^  has 
he&i  unviixily  eaugfat ;  whose  chancter  is  wed  to 
tanct^  aotioDS  whidi  i^  reprobates,  and  whose  ntt^ 
Tkn  ave  demanded  to  cmry  into  execution  sdiemM 
of  wluch  he  ne^er  oordiaUy  approred,  and  which  he 
every  day  aees  more  and  more  reaaon  to  condemn* 
Sucji  was  the  nnhappy  situation  of  James  Nieol- 
son.    The  way  in  n^iich  he  was  led  to  desert  his 
early  fiaeads  hasahnady  been  stated^*    Froto  that 
jlime  he  had  taken  a  }ea<Ui%  part  in  fimvaxding  the 
de»gns  g(  the  eonrt  against  the  liberties  of  the 
ehnith;  althoi^  his  behanour  occasionally  gave 
symptoms  that  '*«all  was  not  at  p«ice  within."    A£- 
ter  long  hesitation  he  had  btely  aeoepted  of  a  bishop- 
ride.    In  imfoang  the  actsof  the  assemUy  of  Lin- 
UlthgQw,  of  which  he  was  moderator,  he  had  to  brook 
mortifioationff  which  CMsed  Inm  to  be  pitied  even  1^ 
limm  who  w^re  most  oi^ded  at  Im  defectum  &mn 
^e  pxesbyterian  canse^    Soon  after  this  he  sickened, 
and  on  his  death--bed  expressed  the  keenest  regr^ 
ibr  tiiecGWBsehehadtaken^    When  his  fifi^ids  pro- 
poned sen^ig  fin*  a  physician,  he  exdaimed,  **  Send 
^Kii^  James;  it  is  the  digesting  of  the  bishoprick 
that  has  wracked  my  stomach.'*  Ho  would  not  allow 
his  episcopal  titles  to  be  put  into  his  testament;  and 
•amestly  eshotrted  Ins  hrother-ia^hnv  to  keep  aloof 
from  ^eonrt,  and  not  to  become  a  bishop ;  ^  for  if 
you  do,**  said  he, "  you  must  resolve  to  take  the  will 
of  your  sovereign  for  the  law  of  your  oonscience  f.*^ 

•  See  above,  p.  105. 

t  Scot,  p.  MS.   SimMn,  116.  Epist.  PhiUd.  Viiid.  apod 
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Melville  remained  under  the  skrveUbmee  of  the 
dean  of  St  Paul's  until  the  9di  of  Mawh  160T, 
yfhen  he  received  an  orda-  from  the  privy  oounott 
to  remove  to  the  house  <rf  the  bbhop  of  Winchester. 
As  the  messenger  retired  and  did  n^t  insist  on  ae- 
eompanying  him  immediately  to  die  dwdlii^  of 
his  new  overseer,  he  took  the  liberty  of  viriting  bis 
brethren ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  court  being 
occupied  in  managing  the  House  of  C<mimons,  he 
vvas  allowed  to  remain*  with  them  ftwr  several  weeks  ♦• 
The  injunction  formerly  given  them  to  redde  with 
certaiti  bishops  had  been  lately  renewed.  For  the 
confinement  of  Melville  some  pretext  had  been 
foimd,  in  the  charge  brmigbt  against  him,  and  the 
legal  proceedings  which  took  place  on  it  In  the 
4x»e  of  the  other  ministers  no  such  thing  could  be 
alleged.  Aecordin^y,  they  highly  neseiited  thi$ 
unwarranted  encroachment  on  their  liberties.  l*hey 
wrote  to  Sir  Anthony  Ashley,  one  of  the  derks  of 
council,  desiring  to  know  the  grounds  on  which  it 
^oceeded;  but  he  could  assign  no  caiuse.  They 
waited  on  the  bii^op  of  Durham,  who  i^ceived 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  was  by  no  means  cidcQl- 
ated  to  give  them  high  ideas  of  the  welcome  w^ich 

Altare  Damaie.  p.  776.  W^clraw^s  Life  of  Meolioii,  p|K  5«  4. 
MS8.  ToL  2.  His  TetUment  rass  ''  1  Mr  Janes  Nioolson  Ifi- 
nisi'  at  Megill  &c."  without  any  mention  of  bis  episcopal  ofiiee. 
"  He  deceased  in  the  moneth  of  August  1607/'  and  left  a  widow, 
Jane  Ramsay,  and  three  children,  James,  Margaret  ami  Bessie. 
(Commissary  Record  of  Edinburgh.) 
•  MeWaie'i  Hist  p.  171. 
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they  might  expect  frooi  their  qfaseopal  hosto^. 
Thej  addressied  a  spirited  remonstranoe  to  the  privy 
oounoil  of  England.  They  bomplained  of  heii^ 
detained  in.  that  eounlry,  to  tiie  impairing  o£  their 
healthy  the  wasting  of  their  subdtaneey  and  the  heavy 
injury  of  their  families  and  flocks.  They  protest- 
ed against  the  late  order  of  council  as  a  violation. of 
the  law  of  nations,  of  the  privileges  of  thdr  native 
eountrjr,  and  of  the  principles  of  justice,  v^hich  fisrhid 
any  man  to  he  deprived  of  his  freedom  as  long  as 
he  is  unaccused  and  uncondemned.  It  eould  he 
oonddered  iii  no  other  light,  they  said^  than  as  a 
punishment,  and  for  their  part  they  would  so<mer  suh* 
init  to  banishment  or  imprisonmexttin  a  oommoii  jaiL 
They  were  pastors  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  hmg 
r^fiGwned  among  the  dburches  of  the  Reformatian; 
&ey  had  houses  and  incomes  of  their  own  with  whk& 
ihey  were  contented ;  and  it  was  neither  consistent 
with  tiie  honooor  of  his  Majesty,  of  their  country  axid 
diurdb,  nor  with  the  credit  of  their  function,  nor  with 
their  personal  feelings,  that  they  should  ^  feed  like 
belly-gods  at  the  table  of  strangers,^  exchange  the 
dbaoracter  of  masters  and  teachers  for  that  of  bond-^ 
men  and  scludaxsy  and  ^pear  to  the  world  to  ap^ 

*  Hi»  LorcUliip  iM  Jaititi»  Melville,  wbo  was  appointed  t6 
\ib  bis  guest,  tbat,  iq  order  to  recetve  bim,  it  weald  be  neceBsarjr 
to  putageatleman  out  of  bit  cbamber,  and  two  servanta  into  one 
bed4  He  inyiled  two  of  the  miuittera  to  dine  wilb  bint,  but  Before 
ibe  day  oaoie  aent  a  neiiage,  aaying^  tbat  it  was  not  conveatent 
for  bioi  to  r^oeive  tbew*  (MehiUe^a  Hist  of  tbe  Oecl.  Age,  pp. 
161^1^40 
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j/tcfft  of  ^vliftt  ihey  and  timr  reiigums  connections 
imd  tlwayt  condnmied*  Wheiem  Imd  tl^  offend- 
ed ?  Was  it  cxpoeked  that  they  should  do  Violetic^  to 
t&it  judgment  and  conideiice  to  give  hk  MigaM^y 
satiilketion  ?  They  kftew  of  no  pruieiples  hdi  by 
them  whidh  had  not  heea  aanddoned  %  the  eoele-» 
siattical  and  dril  hnihi  of  Scotland.  But  if  it  weire 
otiienviae»  they  craved  that  they  mig^t  be  remitted 
home  to  be  admonished  of  tb^r  ertass  by  liieit 
mm  cbuiiby  without  jiuttiag  the  levd  bishqis  of 
Englaad  to  tronUe  with  them  K 

The  eoiuieil  hating  nefetred  them  to  tiie  altdi-« 
bisho;iof  Canteribmry  fcr  an  answer  to  tibtir  petitiim^ 
twQif  thcRwenttaLamfaetk.  His  G^ace  leodwod 
1]wm  with  aU  the  affiibility  of  a  eaualrti^^  and  coti- 
Tcned  OS  dw  snbjeett  wUdh  gate  them  so  math 
pain  wilii  all  the  eaae  and  mmg-fiM  ef  a  psliticiafi 
who  knows  that  Us  power  ia  firmly  estaUiriMl^  aai 
tihal;  ail  hb  messunes  wilt  be  cairied  inta  exgcfttamu 
Judging  fiMa  the  exterior  of  hia  oandnot  «  this 
MbidKm^  one  could  so«:cefy  iun^ose  thai  he  was  the 
same  indmdual  who  had  p^wcnted  the  £ngli^ 
{miitau%  and  tbown  nrmueli  ahnae  on  the  poui^ 
plas  and  proceoAoga  oi  ^  ptiesbytoiiai  cftmck  in 
Scotland*  Wh^  the  mmisters  were  introduced,  he 
cMrdi^r^  )h8  attfpdautf  to  witl^raw»  md  Ud  aside 
his  mitre.    He  apokgiaed  fer  tiie  0cim  of  comicS 

*  The  of^  of  Privf  Cosseti  Wttmuftkig  the  bbhepe  ta  re» 
ceive  tlie  mioittcn^  the  letter  el  (he  mtsiUcn  (oSir  Am^oiff  I^ 
ley,  with  hk  answer^  asJ  their  PetUioo  toihe  CoMel^  m^-sM  itt'>^ 
tertcd  in  Melville's  Hist,  of  the  Decl.  Age,  |^.  157— JW7. 
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by  sayii^f  that  it  was  intended  to  pfoiride  them  wiA 
aoeommodatioii  suitable  to  thdr  staticm,  seeing  it  wai 
Bot  the  King^s  {Measure  that  they  should  yet  i«tiini 
to  their  own  country.  When  Jaii^s  MelviHe  had 
stated  their  reasims  for  declining  this  compelled 
eoorte^,  the  primiite  adknowledged  their  force,  Mid 
sedd  that  the  bishops  themsdves  did  not  relish  thci 
proposal,  thoa([^  they  acquiesced  in  it  to  please  hia 
Mi^esty :  **  fisf  (ad^ed  he)  our  custom  is,  after  se- 
rious matters,  to  r^eah  ourselves  an  hour  cnr  two 
with  cards  or  other  games  *  ;  but  ye  are  mc^ e  pre^ 
cise."  Changing  the  jmtgect,  he  asked  l^m  if  it 
would  not  be  dearable  to  have  the  tiv#  dburdies 
united  UBibr  the  same  government*  They  readied 
^1^  it  cartainly  would,  joovided  ^e  union  was  ae-^ 
eomplished  <m  sound  and  scriptural  groimids ;  but 
thexe  was  great  danger  of  widening  the  breach  by 
injudiciora  attempts  to  dose  it  *^  We  vAlS^  nol 
leason  upon  fiiat  matter  now,"  said  the  ardibidiop ; 
^  but  I  am  sure  we  botb  hold  the  grouaads  of  lame 
religion,  and  ase  hrethren  in  Qurkt,  and  so  should 
behave  ourselvea  toward  eadi  other.  We  differ 
only  in  forms  of  government  in  the  ehtffch  and  somf 
eeremeniesi  imd,  as  I  understand,  onee  ye  came 
fieom  Scotland  your  diurdi  is  brouj^t  almost  to  be 
one  with  oure  in  that  also ;  for  I  am  certified  there 
are  constant  moderators  appointed  in  your  general 

*  It  seems  tbe  bishops  avowedly  Tiolated  those  canons,  the 
least  transgression  of  which  they  punished  so  severely  in  the  puri- 
tans. See  the  Canons  of  1608  in  Wllkins^  Concilia,  torn.  ii>  p., 
393. 
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assemtiies,  synods  amd  preibyteries."  His  Grsuxi 
went  on  for  a  long  time  in  this  strain  of  aXteUd  mo* 
deration,  butreal  insolence;  not  n^lecting  to  say  that 
Le  Wad  in  a  better  state  when  be  was  but  Richard 
Bancroft  than  now  when  he  was  andhbishopof  Can-' 
terbury.  Scot  thought  it  necessary  to  reply;  and  be^ 
gan  with  saying  that  they  could  not  relinquish  their 
ecclesiastical  discipline  with  a  good  conscience.  But 
the  primate  interrupted  him  with  a  gracious  smile  X 
and,  tapping  him  kindly  on  the  shoulder,  said^ 
V  TufiJi^  man ;  here,  t^ke  a  cup  of  good  sackj*  And 
fillii^g  the  clip,  and  *'  holding  the  napkin  himself,"' 
he  made  them  drink  *.  So,  with  many  flattering  ex^ 
pressions,  and  courtly  promises  to  intercede  with  his 
Majesty  in  their  behalf,  his  Grace  dismissed  them  f  s 

The  unjust  judge  in  the  parable  was  induced  to 
do  the  widow  an  act  of  justice,  to  be  rid  of 
her  troublesome  importunities.  The  privy  council 
of  England  adopted  an  opposite  course;  and,  as 
the  Scottish  ministers  persisted  in  demanding  that 
they  should  either  be  proved  criminal  or  treated  as 
innocent,  they  resolved  to  terminate  the  afl&ir  by 
one  aet  of  summary  injustice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  ApriU  a  s^srvant 
of  the  Earl  of  Salisbury  came  to  the  house  at  whidi 
the  ministers  lodged  in  the  Bow,  aiid  deHveved  a 

♦  Osborne  8ay«,  Bancroft  was  "  characterized  for  ^  jovial  doc- 
tor.'^' (Secret  History  of  the  court  of  James  I.-  vol.  i*  p.  a5.) 
Warner  taxes  him  wUh  want  of  hospitality*  (£ccles«  HisU  vol* 
ii.  p.  4960 

f  Melville,  I6a— 170.    Row,  101—2.    CaW,  vii.  14— 1& 
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message,  requesting  Melville  to  speak  with  his 
master  at  his  chambers  in  Whitehall.  Regarding 
the  message  in  a  friendly  light,  Melville  made  him- 
telf  ready  and  set  out  with  all  expedition.  His 
nephew,  who  was  more  suspicious,  followed  him,  as 
soon  as  he  had  dressed  himself,  to  the  palace,  ac- 
companied by  Scot  and  Wallace.  Melville  came 
to  the  inn  when  he  understood  of  their  arrival,  and 
told  them  that  he  had  waited  two  hours  without 
feeing  able  to  see  the  premier.  By  this  time  he  was 
apprised  that  he  was  to  appear  before  the  English 
council,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  alarm  his  friends. 
*^  Why  do  you  ask  the  reason  of  his  lordship's  mes- 
sage  ^"  said  he :  "  no  doubt,  he  wishes  me  to  dine 
with  him.  But  I  shall  disappoint  him ;  for  I  mean 
to  take  dinner  with  you.**  At  table  he  exerted 
himself  to  cheer  their  spirits ;  acquainted  them  with 
the  meditatioiis  on  the  second  psalm  which  he  Had 
indulged  during  his  walk  in  the  gallery  of  the  pa* 
lace ;  and  recited  the  verses  which  he  had  made  on 
St  GiBorge,  the  tutelary  saint  of  England,  whose 
festival  had  lately  been  celebrated  with  much  foolish 
pageantry.  James  Melville,  who  at  that  momait 
cbidd  have  wished  that  his  uncle  had  never  com- 
posed a  couplet,  said  to  him  in  the  words  of  Ovid : 

Si  saperem  doctas  odissem  jure  sorores, 
Numiiia  cultori  penuciota  «tto  : 

To  which  he  replied,  with  his  usual  promptitude,  in 
the  next  words  of  the  same  poet : 

VOL.  II.  R 
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Std  nunc  (tanta  meo  comes  est  inttrnkii  morbo) 
Sam  (malum !)  reftro  rursus  ad  ieta  pedem  *. 

"  Well/'  said  his  nephew,  "  eat  your  dinner,  and 
be  of  good  course ;  for  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  to 
be  called  before  the  oouncil  for  your  altar-verses.'*- — 
•*  My  heart  is  full  and  swells,"  replied  he ;  **  and  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  that  occasion  to  disburd^  it, 
and  to  speak  all  my  mind  plainly  to  them,  for  their 
dishonouring  of  Christ  and  ruining  of  so  numy  souls 
by  bearing  down  the  purity  of  the  gospel  and  main- 
taining pojash  superstition  and  corruptions." — ^  I 
warrand  you,''  said  James  Melville,  who  was  anxious 
to  repress  his  fervour,  '*  they  know  you  will  speak 
your  niind  freely ;  and  therefore  have  sent  for  you 
that  they  may  find  a  pretext  to  keep  you  fiom  goin^; 
borne  to  Scotland." — "  If  God  have  any  service  for 
me  th^Cji  he  will  bring  me  heme :  if  not|  let  me 
glorify  him  whoever  I  be»  I  have  often  said  to  you» 
nephew*  He  hath  some  part  to  play  with  us  on  this 
theatre."  As  be  said  this*  a  messeiM^er  from  the 
£airl  af  Salisbiuy  entered.  ^^I  have  waited  long  upon 
my  lord^s  dinner*  (said  MelviUe)  ptay  him  to  sdfer 
me  now  to  take  a  little  of  my  own."  Within  a  short 
time  two  expresses  were  sent  to  inform  him  that  the 
council  was  sitting  and  waited  for  him ;  upon  which 
he  rose,  and,  having  j[oined  with  his  brethrmi  in  a 
short  prayer,  repaired  to  dM>  couseUriooBi  f. 
His  Majesty  did  not  make  his  appearance ;  but 

*  Ovidii  Tristia,  Ijb.  ii.  od.  1. 

t  Melville's  Hist,  ofthe  Dccl.  Age,  pp.  irs— tSl. 
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he  h^  pl^ed  himiself  in  a  closet  a(^mdiig  to  tho 
room  in  whieh  tho  oouiEicil  wad   met.      A   low 
trick,  and  iS&BgrmeM  to  royalty,  by  which  the 
prisoner  wad  eneonraged  to  use  liberties  which  h& 
would  not  otherwise  have  taken,  and  which  W^tf 
overheard  by  the  person  who  was  to  deddo  rtpm 
his  fate.    The  only  charge  which  the  ooutic^  had 
to  bring  against  him  was  the  epigram  for  which  he 
.  had  formerly  been  questioned.     Irritated  as  he  w^ 
by  what  be  had  suffered,  and  by  what  he  had  seen,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  make  apologies  ov  retraetataons. 
^  The  Earl  of  Salisbury  (says  the  French  ambassi^- 
dor,  to  whom  we  owe  the  account  of  this  interview) 
tooi:  up  the  subject,  and  began  to  reprove  him 
for  his  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  acknowledge  the 
l^maey,  and  for  the  verses  which  he  had  made  iu 
derision  g(  the  royal  chapel.    Melville  was  so  sevete 
in  iris  teply,  both  in  what  related  to  the  King,  and 
to  the  Eari  personally,  that  his  lordship  was  cotti'^ 
pleteSy  put  to  silence.    To  Ms  assistance  came  the 
arebbishop  of  Canterbury,  then  the  Earl  of  North- 
ampt<to,  then  the  Lord  Treasurer ;  all  of  Whom  he 
rated  in  such  a  manner,  sparing  none  of  the  vices, 
pfibik  or  private,  with  which  they  are  respectively 
taked,  (and  none  of  them  are  angels)  that  they 
would  have  been  glad  that  he  had  never  left  Scot- 
land.    In  the  end,  not  being  able  to  induce  him  ta 
sweat  to  the  primacy,  and  not  knowing  any  otheif 
way  to  revenge  themselves  on  him,  they  agreed  to 
send  him  ^sofCnit  to  the  Tower.    When  the  sen« 
tenoe  was  proffounced,  he  exclaimed:   ^  To  t^is 

r2 


260  LIFE   OP  ANDEEW  MELVILLE. 

ootnes  the  boasted  pride  of  England !  A  month  ago 
you  put  to  death  a  priest^  and  to-morrow  you  will  do 
the  same  to  a  minister  ^t'  Then  addressing  hinmelf 
to  the  Duke  of  Lennox  and  the  Earl  of  Mar,  who 
were  in  the.  council,  he  said,  *  I  am  a  Scotsman,  a 
true  Scotemanj  and  if  you  are  such,  take  heed  that 
they  do  not  end  with  you  as  they  have  begun  with 
me.;  The  King  was  more  irritated  at  this  last 
saying  than  at  all  whidi  had  passed  f." 
f  Being  prohibited  from  approaching  the  psdace, 
the  other  minwters  had  employed  one  of  their  ser- 
vants  to. watch  the  issue,  who,  returning  at  the  end 
of  three  hours,  informed  them  that  Melville  was 
conveyed  by  water  to  the  Tower.  They  hastened 
thither,  but  were  refused  access  to  him  J. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  which  is  most  glaring,  the 
injustice  or  the  ridiculousness  of  the  proceedings  ai 
the  coundl,^  first  and  last,  against  Melville.  He 
was  no  subject  of  England,  and  no  member  of  thcf 
Englidi  church  :  he  owed  no  fealty  or  subjection  to 
the  authorities  of  either.  Called  into  that  country 
by  the  letter,  and  detained  in  it  hy  the  .willr^  his 

*  In  tkeep^  ef:1607,>  minister  in  London  was  repfimanM 
for  some  freedoms  which  he  bad  taken  froin  the.  pulpit  with  the 
estate  of  hishofM.  Having  afterward^  given  out  some  copies  of 
his  sermon;  iie  was  publicly  t^hipped,  made  to  stand'  fonr  faodrs 
m  the  piiloiy,  and  liad  ttiie  of  his  ears  cot  off.  Two  days,  after 
be  was  ag^ln  broogiit  put,  stood  other  four  hours  in  fhe  pillory, 
lost  bis  remaining  ear,  and  was  condemned  to  perpetual  banish- 
ment (AmbaWadeslde  M.  de  la  Boderie,  ii.  489.) 
-  t  AMbiBsadeB  deM,4b  la  Boddrie,  torn,  ii.  pp.  207-^209. 
,:  t  M(^tiU6's  Hist,  of  DocK  Age,  p.  J81.  Bow's  Hial.  p.  105. 
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memgOp  he  was  placed  unda:  the  protection  of 
ibe  royal  authority;  and  he  was  entitled  to  daim 
llie  benefit  of  this,  especially  at  a  time  when  con- 
feresces  were  holding  for  bringing  dbout  a  closer 
<xmiiection  between  the  two  kingdoms*.  What 
had  he  done  to  forfeit  this  protecticm?  Had  he 
pobhshed  a  libel  against  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
laod?.  Had  he  intruded  into  her  temples,  or  pub- 
lidy  insulted  h^  worship  ?  Had  he  attacked  or  even 
written  a  single  line  against  one  of  her  established 
rites  ?.  He  had  been  forced  to  listen  to  discourses 
which.he  disliked,  and  to  witness  religious  ceremo- 
nies which  he  detested.  Was  he  also  to  be  re- 
stramed  from  relieving  his  mind  in  private,  by 
indulging  in  a  literary  recreation  to  which  he  had 
been  addicted  from  his  youth?  Or,  was  it  a  crime  to 
conmiunicate  the  efiusions  of  his  muse  to  his  breth- 
ren who  sympathized  with  all  his  feelings,  and  shared 
in  all  his  secrets?  The  only  copy  of  it  which  had 
been  seen  was  taken  by  a  court-spy  who  haunted  his 
Icings  for  the  base  purpose  of  informing  against 
him.  But  though  he  had  been '  industrious  in  cir- 
culating it,  where  was  the  mighty  harm  ?  Was  the 
Church  of  England  in  such  a  feeble  and  tottering 
condition  as  to  be  in  dang^  from'  a  few  strokes  oi 

*  Dr  Zouch  candidlj  allows  that  **  the  behayioor  of  Mr  Mel- 
ville daring  the  conference  afforded  no  pretext  for  detaining  him 
in  England,*'  and  that  he  endured  *'  much  persecution  f^  adding 
**  it  is  not  within  mj  province  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  James 
for  his  great  severitj  thus  exercised.*'  (Walton's  Lives,  pp« 
350— 353.) 
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a  quill?  Did )die, like ^CburchefRimie^tr^^ 

^  the  report  of  a  pasquinade  ?  Were  there  none 

of  all  the  learaed  sona  whom  sh^  had  brought  up, 

and  oi  whose  achievements  she  boasted^  to  rise  up 

and  defend  her  with  the  weapons  witii  whidi  dbe 

had  been  asaailed,  that  she  was  obliged  to  call  in 

the  secular  arm  for  her  protection,  and  to  silence 

the  audacious  satirist  by  immuring  him  in  4  dufiN 

geon  ?  The  council  were,  in  faet^  the  airtbors  and 

propagators  of  the  scandal  which  tl^y  punished  with 

rach  severity •      If  t^ey  had  not  interfered,  the 

,  epigram  wcmld  most  {»x)baUy  have  remained  amcmg 

the  papers  of  the  writer,  or  have  shared  the  same 

&te  with  similar  productions  which  he  amwed 

himself  with  for  the  moment  and  then  cramutted 

to  the  flames.    But,  by  their  injudicious  interfav 

enoe^andin  consequence  of  their  having  made  it 

the  ground  of  a  criminal  proseeutbn,  it  was  drou* 

lated  through  Britain,  despatched  by  oouriers  to  the 

different  parts  of  the  oontinent,  formed  a  subject  of 

merriment  at  the  courts  of  Versailles,  Madrid^  3iid 

even  of  the  Vatican^  and  eontinues  to  this  day  to 

be  read  and  relidied  as  a  merited  castigation  of  a 

diurch,  who^  while  she  professed  to  have  broken  off 

aU  eomiectimi  with  Rome»  shewed  a  diqiosition  to 

ape  its  manners,  and  to  practise  some  of  its  silliest 

and  meat  senseless  c^emonies. 

My  Lord  Chancellor  EUesmere  was  pleased  to 
admonish  Melville,  at  his  first  appearance*  to  join 
gravity  and  moderation  to  his  learning ;  and  the 
admonition  was  good.    But  really  there  are  some 


I,iPB  OF  ANDBBW  ICELVILI^E.  36» 

aitimi  so  glaringly  inyiwt »  to  provoke  the  ^leek'^ 
ost  of  mesa.  And  there  are  soioe  scenes  go  truly  ri- 
dieuloni;  m  to  baffle  the  gravity  of  the  most  r^[id 
ibomliat  and  the  most  danure  precisian.  What  shall 
we  think  of  the  Chancellor  of  all  England,  with  the 
prindpal  peers  and  prelates  of  the  realm,  assemUed 
in  dose  ccmclave,  spending  two  solemn  sederunts 
w  the  demits  of  an  epigrami  critically  scanning  m 
Latin  lines,  endeavouring  to  etmstrue  them  into 
treason,  and  in  the  end  gravely  finding  them  charge* 
able  with  the  anomalous  and  barbarous  &ult  of 
mmdahm  rnxgnatum  f 

Spectaftiim  admiau  risum  teaeaftts,  aoiici  ? 
Those  who  secretly  approve,  or  who  £dnt1y  con» 
demn  these  proceedings,  will  be  prepared  to  palliate 
ihdt  iniquity  by  quoting  precedents  and  referring 
to  examples  equally  arbitrary  and  unjust ;  and  they 
will  be  loud  in  their  censures  of  the  deportment  of 
llie  prisoner  on  this  occasion,  and  in  their  dedama- 
tkms  against  the  indiscretion  and  violence  which  he 
displayed  in  the  course  of  his  triaL  Others,  who  are 
not  disposed  to  join  in  this  condemnati<m,  will  lament 
that,  by  his  vehement  and  intemperate  language,  he 
should  have  detracted  from  the  dignity  of  his  defence, 
given  his  enemies  an  advantage  against  him,  and  sub- 
jected himself  to  a  severer  punishment  than  would 
have  been  inflicted  on  him  if  he  had  acted  with  more 
inoderation  and  piidence.  I  feel  as  little  inclined 
to  syitnpathize  with  the  r^ets  of  this  last  dass  of 
persons,  as  I  do  to  enter  into  serious  argument  with 
the  first.    I  know  of  no  fixed  and  uniform  standard 
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of  discretion  by  which  the  oondnct  (rf  every  indivi- 
dual is  ta  be  ruled  on  such  great  and  extraordinary' 
occftsion$.  ''  There  is  a  spirit  in-  roan,  and  the  inspra-* 
lion  of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  understanding.'* 
It  is  the  voice  of  the  Deity  that  roars  in  the  thunder 
and  that  whispers  in  the  breeze.     There  are  ^drtues 
whose  mild  influence  is  grateful  and  refreshing  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  life ;   and  there  are  others 
which  ai*e  salutary  in  purifying  the  sodal  atmos^ 
pliere,    and  in  relieving  it  from  those  oppresdre 
and  noxious  vapours- by  wbidi  it  is  apt  at  times  to 
become  impregnated.     Some  men  are  blessed  with 
a  placidity  of  mind  and  a  command  of  temper 
which  nothing  can  ru£k  or  diseompose.     Ofbhers 
are  gifted  with  a  keen  and  ind%n9mt  sense  of  whatr 
ever   is:  iniqnitous  and  wrongful  and  base,  vn& 
the  power  .of  giving  expression  to  all  that  they  fed, 
and  with  oeuvage  to  exert  that  power.      Let  each  \ 
use  the  gift  which*!^  has  received,  to  the  honour  1 
of  Him  who  bestowed  it^  and  to  the  benefit  of  mmt  ^ 
kind ;  subject  only  to  those  general  laws  which  are  ; 
common  to  both.     "  Quench  not  the  spurif  of  holy 
msi  for  God  and  your  country  by  the  cold  dictates  oi 
a  selfish  and  timorous  prudence,  calcidated  only  to 
beget  a  temperance  whidi  gives  smoothness  to  the 
passion  of  the  hypocrite  who  plays  his  part  on  the 
world's  theatre.     '^  If  my  anger  go  domnimird  (said 
Melville  to  one  of  his  prudent  advisers)  set  your 
foot  on  it,  and  put  it  out ;  but  if  it  go  upward^ 
isuffer  it  to  rise  to  its  place  *."   * 

♦  Livingston's  Cbaract,  art.  Andrew  Mehille^ 


LIFE   DP  A^TmSW  MELVILLE.  I  265' 

He -was  piwecuted  fin*  wbi^  was  ito  ctitn^  And 
srmgaed  befm^  a  cM^  wladi  kad  no  l^aL  j^ii&- 
dictkm  OT^  him.  He  wm  under  no-  obUgai;^  to 
defend  himself;  but  he  bad  a  right  to  domplfto. 
lo  those  idi0  assumed  the  power  to  jndgt^  .hhn^  he 
saw  men  of  high  rank  and  himouiaUe  «taAim  in^ 
deed^  but  mai  who  were  ^arg^Ue  with  many  ^^ 
fences  and  acts  of  iiijuatiee  besidesotbose  of  whidi  he 
mm  the  object,  and  whose- rank;  and  8tatii>n  had  pre-* 
elided  them  from  hi^rto  heaiiBg  th&voieeofBiith-^ 
M  reproof.  If,. rons^  by  the  imworthy  treatment 
windi  he  met  with,  he  felt  it  ioeumbetrt'Oft  him  to 
discharge  this  dangarons  4nty,  aire  we  pepave4  to 
pnmomice  Ins  reprehennons  unwarranted,  <»r  to  say 
t^at  they  were  productive  of  no  salutaiy  and  benfti* 
fidbd  ei&et?  It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  suppose  that  the 
demons  of  an  empassioned  mind  are  necemurily  y 
Mind  and  headlong.  While  selfishness  contraets 
aed  cowardice  clmids  the  understanding,  the  hi^^ 
&[  emotions  impart  a  p^r^icaeity  and  an  ^Lj^sion 
to  the  mind  by  which  it  peroeives  instantaneously 
and  at  one  glance  the  course  which  ought  to  be 
pursued.  Melville  knew  that  his  enemies  sought 
an  occasion  against  him,  and  that  an  advantage 
would  be  taken  of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  which 
he  chose  to  indulge.  But  he  knew  also  that  he 
could  not  r^ain  his  personal  liberty  without  ror 
nouncing  his  principles  and  abjurii^  the  cause 
to  which  he  was  resolved  inviolably  to  adhere^. 
Provided  he  was  not  permitted  to  return  to  his 
native  country,  and  to  resume  his  aca^smical  fime- 


966  LIFE  OF  ▲N0IIBW  IGBLVItLC 

turn,  naieltitemd  hy  moM  m  didi<moiimble  ^sondi^ 
tiflBB,  the  degnee  of  eeit^nial  rattriiat  under  wlurii 
he  mig^t  be  laid  wat  to  him  a  matter  o(  oompem- 
live  indiffeience.  Kay*  the  puniihiMiit  to  whidi 
be  had  for  eame  time  been  mlyeoledt  was,  in  aoad 
utffKtaf  mcfe  gaUi^  than  any^whieh  the  council 
might  he  provoked  to  ioiiet  And  at  it  wa$  move 
xevolting  to  hia  own  feelii^pi^  ae  mm  it  also  leai 
cceditiMe  to  thoae  public  intereata  whidb  in  hit 
breast  were  ever  pammount  to  personal  eensidenu 
timuu  I^ad  he  been  owtented  to  ''  wait  fdmened'^ 
at  tihe  coMfft  of  Em^d^  or  had  heoi^S^ed  faimselfte 
he  qpiietlyYeiBovedoutof  the  way,  and  ocK^pedupin 
seme  narrow  and  remote  idand  *,  his  name  ami  tiie 
Masons  of  his  detention  weald  have  been  Utde  heard 
of  or  enquired  after.  But  his  bring  committed  to  tbi 
Tower  as  a  state^prison^,  with  the  circumstances 
whidi  led  to  this,  excited  great  speculati^ ;  ^md  thus 
the  cause  for  which  he  w^s  ,imprisQne4  <?m\^  to  be 
widely  circulated  and  gweraUy  known  f^/  That 

*  It*  appears  from  a  letter  of  Welch  to  Bojd  of  Trocbrigy  that 
it  tvas  proposed  that  Melville  should  be  aent  to  the  isle  of 
Guomsej.  (MSS.  in  Bibl.  Jorid.  Edin.  Jac.  v.  1. 14.  no.  1Q%) 

f  The  Fi'eiicfa  anbassadory  a^tcr  giving  an  aoeoant  of  tjbe 
affair,  and  detiring  that  it  should  be  cbmmunicated  to  Henrj, 
adds,  that  it  fenced  the  onl^r  topic  of  conversation  in  Lon* 
don  :  **  II  ne  te  parlo  maintenant  ici  d^autre  chose,  et  en  soflt 
ecus  de  la  Natiap  en  grande  romenr.**  (Ambassades  de  |L  da 
la  Boderie,  ii.  269.)  Along  with  Meirille's  epigram,  the  am- 
bassador transmitted  a  copj  of  verses  in  answer  to  it,  bj  one'o( 
the  Rojal  Seeretarie8»  **  from  which  (sajrs  be)  jou  will  f^e  tbt 
good  intelligence  that  is  between  the  Poritans  and  those  who  are 
abam  this  King.''  (ib.  i  45e.) 
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tbe  mamier  in  wbidi  lie  oondttcted  biBMetf  m  thtf 
pieieiieeoftiie  Cii^(U«b  council  was  nqt,  m  baa  been 
9ikgs^  by  smue  of  hit  ^onke,  iikipaaefitlly  Tioknti 
»  eyident  fiom  tbe  report  of  impartial  pefaon^  and 
lioBi  tbe  iiritaticm  wbich  waa  felt  by  those  whcmi  hi 
irflaciiedU  But  gimmtbig  that,  he  gare  y^  to  as* 
om^  who  does  not  pr^er  (^  open,  aideDt,  imp^i^ 
foai  independent  spiij^  of  a  MehfiUe^  to  the  eloae^ 
Qiiid^' aycophantiah^  intiigmn^  iatcd^  s^rit^a 
Bariow  or  a  Baocioft  ?  The  minute  cf  council  com* 
mittasg  him  to  the  Tower  has»  il  n^mtuk  perished; 
bntHirtory  baa  pnt  the  txansaetion  on  her  /eeord« 
mere  dnraUe  than  tfaoae  <^  osdnnet-^soimcih^  ai^  U 
idU  beiremembcffed,  alei^  witii  other  w^mt  smi 
tyi^micfd  deeds,  to  the  dii^raee  of  its  auAoi%  aad 
ta  the  boiunnr  of  the  individual  who  was  tl^  nctim 
ef ihfik  iddent  bnt  impotent  reven^. 

"Tell  them  the  men  Uiat  placed  him  here 
^      •    Are  scaadils  td  the  times, 

Ave  gl  a  kM  to  &id  his  guih. 
And  etfi't  commit  his  crimes  *• 

When  Melville  was  thrown  into  the  Tower,  the 
firte  of  his  brethren  was  also  fixed.  His  nephew  waii 
commanded  to  leave  London  within  six  days,  to  repair 
to  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  not  to  go  beyond  ten 
miles  from  that  town  on  the  pain  of  rebeOion.  The 
rest  of  the  ministers  were  confined  in  different  part^ 
of  ^  Scotland,  and  such  of  them  as  were  allowed  ^ 
veside  widun  their  own  parisl^s  were  not  only  pro^ 

«  Defoe's  Hyam  to  ^  Pilk97- 
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hibited  ^om  itttendance  on  eliurc^'^eoiiM;^,  but  nvere 
taken  bound  to  fHroeure  a  eeitifieate  of  tbieb  good 
bebaviour  from  a  bisbof^  or  dee  to  retwn  to  Lou^ 
don  witlim  a  limited  time*.  The  all^atkm  that 
Melville's  rastnunt  was  owing  to  the  videaoe  of 
his  behaviour  is  refuted  by  the  treatment  wineh  his 
nephew  received.  He,  at  least,  had  given  no  offenoe 
during  his  reiodence  in  England.  On  the  contiiyy 
his  conduct  wa»  sud^  as  to  prodire  lor  him  iiie  ap^ 
probation  (^  the  council,  aiid  to  draw  ^e  most 
€attering  oomfiiendatiens  from  the  mout^  of  die 
Chancellor.  Yet  be  was  detained  as  a  priaoner,  and 
could  not  even  obtain  liberty  to  go  to  Scotland  ftr 
the  purpose  of  visiting  his  wife,  who  was  tlwn  lying 
mi  her  death-bed  f. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  eondiict  of  the  mii^t^s 
whidi  it  woufal  be  highly  impi^oper  to  pass  over. 
Their  journey  to  England  had  subjected  them  to 
very  considerable  expence.    Tb^y  bi^'  be^  niae 

•  Melville'ti  Hist,  of  .tli«  DecU  Age,  pp.  181—183.  Scot's 
Apolog.  Nar.  p.  205.  Report  of  the  Conferences  :  MS«  In  BIbl. 
Jurid.  Edin.  M.  6.  9.  no.  49.  In  the  last  mentioned  MB*  are 
two  forms  of  licence  to  Balfour,  -  who*  it  would  appear,  had  oli- 
jected  to  the  first.  After  being  allowed  to  remain  a  short  time 
at  Cpckbumspath,  be  was  ordered  to  remove  to  Frazerburgh  in 
the  nortl)  of  Scotland  >  but  the  infirmities  of  old  age  forced  bin 
to  stop  on  the  road,  and  he  wag  released  from  his  confinement  bj 
the  hand  of  death.    (Cald.  vii.  49.) 

t  After  her  death  be  was  allowed,  as  a  special  favour,  to  go  to 
Anstrntber  to  pnt  his  familj-afiairs  in  order  j  but  he  was  prohi- 
bited from  preaching,  or  attending  any  meeting  of  presbjttry  or 
sjnod,  during  his  stay,.and  was  taken  bound  to  return  to  the  jdact 
of  bis  confinement  at  the  end  of  om  moirtb.    (Cald  vii.  49.) 
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tamths  al>seiit  from  tlieir  own  oouiitiy.  Thicgr  had 
to  #a]^rt  their  fkiiiilies  at  home.  Each  ijf  thwi 
wdfi^att^iided  to  Etigiand  by  a  sevvaat ;  and  they  li^ 
kept  ai^i^itidble  table  &r  suish  cf  their  aoquwit* 
anee  as  dlioee  to  visit  them  in  lh«r  lodgings  at 
Kingston  and  m  London.  Somi  aft^  they  esme 
to  eourt,  the  King  oaisaed  a  sum  of  mm^y  to 
be  given  them  whi^h  was  suffieien^t  to  defray  the 
ixpisMe  yihkh  tbey  had  th^i  ineon^ed^.  Bmt 
when  hb  found  that  there  was  no  ho^  <^  their  y^ld- 
ing  ¥d  I&3  wiihes,  he  withheld  all^  fnrtl^  siqfq^Jic^ 
asAdire^ed4ii6Bi  tot^lee  up  thidr  reisideneer  witb 
the  Imheps.  Ra&er  than  :  submit  to  this,  thefy 
ehosd  to  ^re  on  theb  bwn  charges.  When  Aey 
were  prepaying  to ;  leave  Ijondcm^  IBttoriGard  and 
Snapi^  two  ndn^^eca^GMimst  lainistess/  Md>;Ciadbiy^ 
^ iefi|ieetable  apotheoalry/  waited  on  them  with'a 
laij^r  sum  of  money,  which  they  had '  colleeted 
amoBj^ l^r.-fidrnds^and b^ged  them  to  aooept;of 
it,tio.asiist indefnying'thdu:  expeicesand  support- 
mgtfieif  fiiend  whom  they  were  to  leiEive  behind 
them  aa  s^  prsbnisr.  The  Scottidi  ministers  thank- 
ed them  fc^  ^tfieir  kindBess,  bnt  abaelutely  refused 
the/ineii^^  .  They  could  not  aocept  cS  it,  they 
sud,  eith^  in  coniacience  or  in  hcmonr.    They  coiild 

*  **  Upon  Wednsday  the  15th  of  October  the  erle  of  Dunbar 
sent  Robert  Jowsie  to-  tfieir  lodging,  with  eight  sheets  of  gfLvy 
paper  full  of  English  money  knit  up  in  form  of  sugar  loaves,  con- 
taintng  fife  hundreth  merks  apeace  to  every  one  of  them  forr 
their  charges  and  expences  in  coming  to  court.^'  (Cald.  yi. 
1227.)  . 
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not  consdeiittously  take  it,  Immrngf  u  tiiey  ^lid; 
dut  there  w«ve  a  gteit  imny  tmrart»nr  in  Ei^iuid 
i^ij^rboned  or  iSeaeed  for  ii(m*coiifomiify»  wktjiMeoA 
i&  Hoed  of  SM«e  relief  than  their  firiends  codd  raise 
ttt  thefti«    Nor  etndd  ttey  reodire  it  widioat  dii^ 
^iouriii^  tfa^  sofereign,  at  whose  drake  tiley  had 
undertaken  this  joumey,  and  yiho  wovld  donMeM 
teitnlMKrfle  what  tiiey  had  expended;  attd  viAont 
dligradng  the^  eoimtry,  ivhieb  ted  abeady  aoAmd 
greatly  in  iti  reputation,  in  eoMeipictioe  of  the  Me- 
nsM  tidk  of  the  pe^le  of  Bnghuid,  tiiatdie  ScM» 
cane  anoagllemlo  JbN^,  aad  ^te^pwae  up  theiftoney 
eftkeland^''    74m6«riioareiinimtelyMt»is^ 
with  tbe  history  of  Aeie;tinMB  are  awiie  dbat  the 
comphnntarfthe  EngHah  on  this  head  wwe  kmdj  and 
uttored  in.  diemOat  oontteieiiiitB  and  oontemptwuti 
knguage;    Jeabuiy  and  nattort^  ^pgefudade  angfat 
kaui  than  lo  exaggmrte ;  hut  it  oani^t  hr  deoioi 
tiuit 'diomeltn  imd  nerooiary  betemui  of  nmmf  cf 
oar  oontrymen,  both  o£  die  Ugbor  awd  iotier  ttd^^ 
tri»  flocked  io  £n^aMl:  alter  dieaecMMn  ef  Jhnie^ 
gave  too  madk  ooeasion  fbc  fi^ii^  tfe*  dtqpMefial 
tt^iaa-on  Ae  wriaou t«    On  thia  groandtfao  tthiii^ 
tem  areentitkd  to  the  higheat  piaia^  fortiiehr  oa^ 
Mderate^  ^sintereated,  and  dignified  condoet. 
On  the  day  after  his  unele's  incarcerati<m  James 

*  MeWille^s  Hiftory  of  DecT*  Agf,  pp.  l63^-4.  Row,  Hut. 
106^    SimsoDi  Annal.  111. 

•f  Secret  History  of  the  Court  of  James  I.  vol.  i.  pp.  148,  174 
217,  369—371.  TTmwoocl^s  Memoriais,  vol.  t.  y^  SIT.  De  la 
Boderie,  torn.  ii«  pp.  302,  49®,  iii.  162.      .? 
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Melville  leeeived  a  note  firom  Iiun#  nuydked  by  tbe 
IuukI  of  ibe  lAeuteBsnt  of  the  Towar^  jre^ucttii^ 
that  fomittoe  for  a  xoout  might  be  amt  hiaip  whiBH^ 
with  his  dathei  anil  bodbu  The  atmteft  i^jiino^ 
ticms  had  been  laid  on  the  LicsteiUDit  taaUow  Moe 
to  bav&aeceiB  to  him ;  bat  his  nephew  contrifred^ 
bymeamuof  one  of  thekeepers^  to  obtain  as  intew 
Tiew  ^vHh  faim  at  the  tvindflhRT  of  hig  apartnmit  eiMo 
a4vpae  long  as  he  xtmaieod  qi  LoodoM.  Nothing 
nhieh  oonld  be  done  for  the  comfbrt  andzeUef  (j£Mm 
fanprifionei  edatm,.  (hit  liberation  i«aa  at  tii^  ti^ 
cnliiiTy  1ii|iiilmi)  iri  mtgltirtrd  by  Jbift  w^MWk  '"^^ 
Mi  afibdMiBte  friend.  The  moidto^cft  of  Idt 
own  harfahyg,  and  of  the  state  of  his  iuniiy^  wwiv 
the  time  absorbed  in  the  de^  and  distrautuig  (KMmc^ 
ivbidi  he  felt  for  hb  captive  imde.  It  rent  his  tender 
be^to  think  of  leaving  him  in  hia  dd  age  ia  sndi 
a  desokte  situataon*  without  a  friend  torelieye  the 
tedioua  hours  of  icaptivit)^  and  willi  none  to  perform 
the  common  oflloes  at  hunutnity  to  him  but  a  rude 
and  unfeeUng  gader.  .  He  exposed  himself  to  the 
risk  of  being  personally  apprehended  by  prolonging 
his  dqpartore  for  a  fortnight  after  the  time  limited 
in  the  precept  which  he  had  received ;  and  employ- 
ed all  his  influence  with  his  friends  at  court  to  have 
the  place  of  his  confinement  changed  from  New- 
castle to  London  or  its  vicinity^  where  he  might  be 
near  his  uncle,  and  ready  to  embrace  any  opportu* 
nity  that  occurred  qf  being  serviceable  to  him.  But 
he  was  advised  to  desist  from  his  applications,  and 
to  ^ve  immediate  obedience  to  the  royal  injimction^ 
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unlets  he  i^hed  the  eon&iem^t  ci  both  to  be 
lendered  more  rigorous*  The  only  favour  that  oouM 
^  obtained  was  a  penyiimoii  to  MelySle's  serrant 
to  mcaircerate  himsdf  along  with  his  master. 

.Hafing  secured  tins  airaagem^Lt  for  hisunde's 
comfort,  and  supi^ed  him  with  all  the  money  he 
eonld  spare,  Jamen  Md^ille  emhadted  fbr^  Keir- 
eai^,  4m  ^  ^d  ^  July  1607,  firom. the  stairs 
leading  to  the  Tow^r;  siidooiituuied,  as  the  vessd 
ssaled^doim  llie  river,  to  fix  his  ef^es^  steaanumg 
with  teai^  mJiieJBhMttiJe^^wtifih  mc^^  fiimid 
fBtynhoiSfL}^  had  long  le^t  the  n^^  aid^  aad  en- 
thustflstic  iattadbm^Ek,  and  whose  he»  he  was  not 
a^aa  to  behold^. 

*  Melville^s  Hist,  of  I)ccU  Age,  p.  183.; .  CaU,  vii.  35,  S9. 
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i6ftT. 

MsLriLLM  diprmd  qf  ^  qgke  ^  JVtMe^oJU^ 
'  9kceeeded  by  J^&bert  Mamie  ^  titer mry  retto^ 
9pect — eretMon  tofnewumt)er9iHe9  €md  colkge^^f-^ 
resort  offireign  students  to  SostUmd^iiermr^ 
kAoUrs  of  Scotsmen  in  I)uiMn''''''f^^ 
aiid  gran^nutliecd  education  in  Scotkmd^^Her^ 
cules  SoUock—^Jltkwemier  Hume-^JRam^m 
philosophy — theology  and  ccUmteral  branekes  qf 
^udy-'-'principid  Xolfock^^^Bruee-^PotU'-^^ 
SiiHsims'^  Cowper'-^law^'^Skene-^^  Cra^  -^ 
Wittmood^Hdher  s^idies-^Napier^Hume  qf 
Chdecrq^^-^^OBnt  to  which  Latin  poetry  ums^ 
cultivated — ad^emktges  and  disadomniage^.  qf 
i^is^^-general  eslknate  ^  the  progress  qflemm^. 
ing  and  of  tike  infiuence  wkidh  MddUe  had  i». 
promoting  it* 


No  time  was  lost  in  depriving  Melville  of  hifi  situ- 
ation in  the  university.  For  this  purpose  a  royal 
commission  was  given  to  four  laymen  and  four 
bi$hops,  who  met  at  St  Andrews  on  the  1 6th  of  June 
1607-  They  found  Melville's  place,  as  principal  of 
the  N«w  College,  vacant,  simply  upon  his  Majesty'si 
letter,  declaring  that  the  privy  council  of  England 
VOL.  II.  s 
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had  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for  a  high  trespass^ 
and  that  he  was  not  to  he  allowed  to  return  to  St 
Andrews  *.  The  nniverdty  did  not  act  with  the  spi- 
rit which  they  had  displayed  on  a  former  occasion  of 
a  similar  kind.  They  d)d  not  remonstrate  against 
line  infringement  of  their  rights  hy  a  foreign  juris* 
iBetiap^  nor  dkl  tiiey  e^m  iptcKoad^  witii  Im  Mir: 
jetty  in  heiialf  of  an  iaditidwl .  wh»  l^sli^^qted  «a 
mfsuk^  hoDOttr  on  tbw  body.  To  d^ef:  the  iram* 
1^  of  the  Hem  College  frwn  mf^ng  ^y  f^^* 
iioBs  the  qmnwiyioncro  ini^t|itf4  9  strict  ili^^iry 
Hito  the  managOTncat  of  th^  refimiM;  ai^  so ^a^ 
1^  were  the  ptofessoei  U^  Qwi|^.fi?(9n  Qfl»suiK»  ti^ 
ll^y  not  only  aQ%iiie8oed  ini  the  reme^  of  #^ 
piin^^  Imtlmne  wilHag  to  d^T^ye  ,on,h)i||,  in 
bk  |ihseBoe»  the  Uame  of  iri^gidiMPLties^  to  winch 
i^ybadaileaafcfieenaaQBwvry^if  ti^  W«:?  90^^^ 
aole  a^tfafld  of  thenu  The  ingcatitudft  vfA  ^vnt 
Itf  fiM$9ig  which  Falzicik  Mdfilk  mno^  Pm9S^ 
Ins  uncLd  at  thkr  iinie  euitftd  Mnenal  ia^ttmatkoo  i 
and  At  rommissiwKta  a>^a»toi  th#pi^?w  f^  it.M 
far  as  to  depive  him  of  a  omsider^tile  .p^rtH^a.  of 
the  emoluments  to  which  he  laid  daimf.  The 
only  persons  who  had  the  courage  to  testify  their 
^^^^f^i^B^^  ^  MdtiUe  ^pre  his  rtu^ts,  who  pvph 

t  Thf  bbhqps  aftei^ards  eqoplajed  their  influeqce  mih  the 
jpourt  to  have  Patrick  Melville  **  restored  to  hn  first  stipend,  m- 
regard  of  his  goed  t^ffmstk^  4a  his  Mc^styh  aerviee^  (Letter  9% 
aQrchiii8|^op8p9l9iv(i9dl9  Sir  Jfu^^  ^mpiii,  Oct,  \%.  ^611 :  l^^. 
IB  B%U  Jfrid.  lE^din.  Jac.  v.  i.  14.  no.  97.) 


jilted  a  ¥iD4mmtHis  petitidn  to  the  eosofiiisis&ofiers^ 
leqtiecitiiij^  that  their  revered  master  might  foe  v^ 
ut&teA  fd  them*  To  the  discrecUt  of  ehurdtti^n  it 
mu^t  be  allowed  that  ^bej  afbca  Aacoter  a  great 
waBt  t>f  generosity,  and  eren  of  humane  feetitig,  in 
tbar  pro4eeduig&  On  the  ptdsent  oecasio}!,  ^ 
d^rictfl  memfoers  of  the  eoiimilsicoD,  not  oDfli^eqit^ 
with  stripping  MdvHle  i£  his  prineipaHty,  imttlA 
^  have  deprived  him  of  his  steknry  for  the  mtreM 
/ear;  but  the  lay  eommisoomis,  tfaouj^  eqoi&jf 
nfAy  to  giatify  the  King,  yet^  not  partidpating  id 
the taneoronii %|ing(t dT tlie l^bopiE^  aii4 k^tAgdd 
princijj^es  of  hmmnr,  quashed  the  disgrifceM  pro^ 


It  WM  easy  to  extndi^  Melville,  but  not  s^  ^asy 
to  find  one  who  was  eapaUe  of  filling  his  piaeec 
This  eonslderation  erei^  hp  small  ^barrlunneiit 
to  tbi  HsAiops,  on  whom  the  mfflagement  «ff  the 
ttownte  w^  d^dved.  They  were  aftaid  4ljEtt 'H^ 
^nSk'^  talents  and  fanm  ivMd  tfax^w  into  shadd  any 
snotessor  when  they  ni%ht  nominate:;  and  that  th^ 
ifmiUi  mem  ike  nc&nn  of  hating  sacrificed  tbe^  iii^ 
tcrests  of  fiteratmre  tor  ihe  i(dvaneement  of  thmr  owtf 
seinlar  intdirests  imd  ambi^oua  views*  B^h  itt  point 
ff  litanry  ^ju^Meattone  and  of  the  plaee  lM^  he 

'  ^  Letter,  Idftn  Dykes  l<>  James  MetviHe.  (Caia:  vii.  4^^^5.) 
^flAolae  Alexaadri  Hniaei  AQ^rea^  Mfhioo.  (Mrivini  £^ii» 
tolse,  p.  SlO.)  Iluine  expresses  bis  uDwilliqgDess  to  believe  tJkf 
fepbtt  tliat  Jonston  had  acted  an  unkind  part  to  Melville^  and 
bears  his  testimony  to  the  friendly  conduct  of  Robert  Wilkie,  the 
principal  of  St  Leonar^ir, 
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already  hdd  in  the  edlege,  Jonston  was  entitled 
to  be  advanced  to  the  office  of  prindpal.  But  he 
was  tainted  witii  Melville's  principles.  l%is  was 
the  reid  bar  to  Ins  preferment^  although  Ae  infitm 
rtate  of  his  health  was  made  the  excuse  for  passing 
lam  by*  Robert  Howie  wair  the  person  fixed  on  as 
uniting  the  grestest  poirtion  of  talmt  with  the  in- 
dtspcBsible  quality  ot  a  disposition  to  support  the 
Bd^asuies  of  the  eoiirt  The  opposition  of  Jonstom 
beiiig  overcome  by  authority,  Howie  was,  on  the  27ib- 
o£  Juljr,  imtaUed  in  the  office  of  prindpal  by  virtue^ 
of  a  royal  pres^tation.  Without  r^ard  to  the  com^ 
paiatire  trial  and  eleedon  orddned  by  the  par- 
liamentary foundation  of  the  college.  But  conform-* 
able  as  he  had  shewn  hirmsttlf  to  be^  be  recdfved  liis 
appointment  during  the  King^s  pleasure'  only ;  and 
when  he  seraplid  aoeepting  it^l^  this  limitatioflf, 
be  was  told  by  Gladstallea  that  the  royal  will  wDI 
imperious  and  behoved  td  b6  absolutely  ebeyedf 
Some  <^  the  menbers  of  the  university  had  now 
summoned  up  as  much  coun^  as  to  protest  against 
his  admi&isiQil,  on  the  ground  that  mo  process  of  depo^ 
dtion  had  been  fwvioudy  led  against  Melville;  but 
this  legsl  ob|ection  was  disregarded,  and  those  who 
brought  it  were  threatened  with  being  shut  up  along 
with  the  traitor  for  ^om  they  appeared  *• 

From  hostility  to  Melville  and  dread  ci  his  being 
sdfewed  to  return  to  St  Andrews,  archbishop  Glad- 
stanes  was  extremely  eager  and  officious  in  the 

*  Wodrow's  Life  of  Robert  Howie,  fh  2.  , , 
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wble  of  this  affair.  Perceiving  this,  the  rest  of  the 
commissioners  took  care  to  devolve  on  him  the  most 
isvidiotts  and  ungrateful  pirt  of  their  task.  In  his 
oorrespimdence  with  the  court,  the  servile  Inshop 
makes  a  merit  of  his  attrading  at  the  breaking  open 
of  Melville's  lodging  to  give  posciessibn  to  his  suc- 
cessor, at  the  same  ttoie  that  he  states  that  this 
task  was  imposed  on  him  to  d^rade  his  character 
vx  the  pildie  opinion.  If  we  may  belieme  the 
pimate,  the  new  principal  made  his  debmt  in  sudh  a 
manner  as  totally  ^dipsed*  the  reputation  of  his  pre^ 
decessor^i  ^  Mr  Robert  Howie  {says  he)  har  been 
entered  to  t(a«h  in  the  New  Colk^  and  that  with 
so  much  rare  leaning  as  not  only  breeds  great  con** 
teatment  to  all  the  cleigy  here,  biit  also  ravicSies 
diiem  with  admiration.  So  that  the  absence  of  his 
imteoessor  is  not  missed,  while  they  find,  instead  of 
mperfi^al,  feckless  inventions^  profitable  and  sub- 
stsntl^  theology.  What  difficulty  and  pmns  I 
have  had  to  settle  him  here,  without  help  of  any 
0^^  of  council  pr  dergy,  God  knowedi!  It  was 
thought  that  the  gap  of  Mr  Andrew  Melvitte^s  ab- 
sence should  have  furnished  such  matter  of  discon- 
t^^to  the  kirk  and  eountey  as  should  have  bred> 
no  small  mitttinie,  and  should  Jiave  enfiraced.ybnr 
Highness  to  send  the  prisoner  back,  tanquam  sine  quo 
mn^'^  This  shews  how  happy  the  Inshop  felt  at 
having  be^i  able. to  carry  through  a  measure  which 
he  had  despaired  of  accQmplishii^,  and  is  a  strong 

*  Letter,  Gladstanes  to  the  Kingt  Op^  ^9.  1607.  (MS.  in 
Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  M.  6.  9.  no.  59.) 
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toistimoiiy  i9  fevdu?  of  tbo$0  tlilents  ^hii^b  be  nrkh^ 
ed  to  ^^rage.  The  Ugfate  ^hieh  Mehille'd 
geaius  threw  o^er  the  s^c^te  whtdh  ht  tai^ht  aie 
here  c|iametenze(i  a^  ^^  wpeHic^al  and  fi^cMei^  m- 
vetttfoo^,"  while  the  duU^r  diyioity  of  his  less  ^flJH 
^successes  i^  dign^ied  wi^  the  nadoe dl  ** profit^ 
ffcble  and  s^bp^t|9Ul;  the(4flgy«"  We  know  from 
other  (pftrtels  that  Heme's  eprly  eichilMtioiis,  in^ 
sjteiul  <^ jfding  ^eeeiF^  ifith  a^ltose^  Were  trteted 
wijA^  disieisfict  an4  eetmii^.  VLwing^  to  please  his 
patrcms,  widertakeu  the  d|feil#  of  ^pisQOfisl  pewen 
hu  i;tu4^t8  effis^ed  to  r^te  hiB  ^rftifn^t^  and  hb 
fras  subffcted  to  a  r$b^l^r  &4fn  the  j^mlift^** 
Ind^,  from  ti^^  knowB  ^nUiB§tit9  of  the  ?nimstenb 
and  tlfiOr  p^iaUtj  of  t^  flu^l^  X6  a  fa?oiiiite  and 
persecuted  te^her^  it  ic(p2|ttp'4  tt^  p:U]^pQse  that  bc^ 
of  theni  woyld  be  pr§pdi^s)ied  w^in^  Howi^  nA 
dispos^  to  un4er¥9lu^  tiM^^r  thtu  to  ever-rateiHid 
extol,  his  abiUtres  fln4  pefftartnaijoesj 

Robert  ^lowi^  w^  born  in  Abard^^n  qk  its  pejgbr 
bourhood^  ajiid  educpiled  #t  King's  C^Jbge^iete. 
In  compoQf  wi^  Jpbn  JcHiston)  bfs  eoi9ittyiiia6» 
pud  pobably  bis  fellow  student5  h^  Ivent  to  the 
cqntin^jit  and  spei^t  a  Bi«pber  ^  yeftJa  itl  Ibreign 
limT^ttti  He  stiidied  nnd^  two  diitingfaiih^ 
dlvinei^  Caspar  CHevian,  at  Herlx^mf^  and  Jo|)n 

♦Row.  218. 
'    f  Ttie  I)edication  of  the  first  edition  of  ^ucbaoan's  Sphiera^ 
**  JdH^di  Comiti  a  Nassau,**  is  subscribed  **  Herboinse  ex 
iliustri  scbola  Celsitudinls  tuse,  quiiito  Martil  15S6*  C.  T.  Ad- 
dictiss.  Rpberkis  HotMis  ScQtus,^^ 


isam  Qfjnskm,  at  Bmie.*  ^  «tad  Bmmg  his  reiacti 
cdce  ftt.the  lAtt  <tf  thfaie  pltoes  gare  a  iq>ecdmea  df 
kis  tbeol<^eid  fc^mrkp^e  to.tiie  public f.  Ott 
Us  nteixn  to  St»^mdl  lie  biocame  oae  of  the  mi^ 
ttiterfc  of  Abee^hmstl*  Whal  Marisehal  CoU^ 
im  erected  he  wail  apptt&ted  principal  of  tluit 
jWideiBir*  to.  Mhiah  idtnatita  he  conianiied  until 
tb  year  IJ^Sh  ^cbl  he  was  tiattilatdd,  by  appoiut- 
Mbt  j^f  tbe  Gct^hd .  Aflsembly^  to  be  mimster  ^ 
]Jto40e  ^.  Im  ^e-year  1604^  hetincwx^  the  4» 
fleasare.  oC  the  Eaog  by  micouta^g  the  kihabi- 
tants^to:  esMteite.dlar  ni^%  hi  the  diectiott  of  ^tmr 
fiagiftdUM-jji     Biit  after  &at  period  he  ahewed 

*  Ha  Tfawiii  4n  Tiie  Fmdotil  of  ^  ^il^  wliiiik  ho  dispited 
before  Gryns^us,  was  printed  *'  Basiieae  Trpis  OporiniaAis  Anno 
Christi  M  J>«iiXXXix.^'  A  cop?  o^  it  in  the  possession  of  Mr 
Darid  Laing,  has  the  following  inscription  in  Howie's  hand 
Vftitlogy^^M.  Bxulierto  Rolloeo  Hotseds  mittit.^ 

t  **  De  Reeonciliatioae  Hominis  cdm  Deo^  j9ev  de  Hamaoi 
Generis  Redemptione,  Tractatio  Theologica.  Avthore  Roberto 
Hbvkto  Scoto.  Accesserunt  eiuesdem  authoris  disputationes 
dWit  qaamm  altera  est  de  Communiorie  fidelium  ctam  Christo  i 
aHeta  de  Justificattone  hoihinu  coram  D^  Basiteieper  Sebas- 
ttanvdi  Henripetri.**  4to.  Pp.  157.  The  <;oiophoii  is  *'  Basilese 
*^AnDO  CI3  13  xci.  Mense  Aprili.'^  It  has  ttro  dedications  9 
tiie  bife  to  Ghjrnscn^,  and  the  other  **  Joanni  Jdnsto^,  Vim 
ddetis^mo,  Fbpviari  et  frktri  snb  chftrissimo.'*  Sir  Robert  Sib» 
b^d  hiehtions  different  T^ses  by  Howie  at  Basle  1588~159l. 
{De  Script.  Scot.  p.  56.  conf.  ejns  Bibl.  Scot.  p.  116.) 

t  The  Charter  of  Erection  of  Marisehal  College  (April  &  ^"^ 
1593.)  is  subscribed  l>]r  **  George  Erie  Marishatl,'*— **  coraai 
kis  testibos— Magistro  Fetro  Blackburn,  Roherio  Howao  Minis* 
trisAberdonen,**  &c. 

<  Bnik  of  th6  Universal  Kirk,  #.  192,  a.  198,  b. 

11  Letter  fron  the  l&g  to  tlie  Vnvy  Council,  Anent  the  towii*' 
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liimelf  icoi^bmd^  to  the  eovaet,  and  was  one  fA 
tiiofte  fwbo  apieaied'on  the  sBe  of  the  bishoptf  in 
f&e  late  conferene^  at  H^mpt<m^Q)uart  \  Howie's 
liteiary  atfii  tlieokq^icdiaoqi^^ 
aU^ ;  but  he  did  not  possess  the  grains^  the  ekgaiit 
taete,  or  the  ddll.ifi.sa^cd  hmguages,  hjr  whidht 
his  predecessor  was.  diatingaiirf^.  ThoHgh^  at  fab 
first  eoDoidg  to  St  Andrews,  he  ctthatkedwaraiijr 
in  the  epiasopal  eaui^,  yet^^fak  2Ml«ft^waids  edided, 
aaad  be  not  <»ly  favoidred  tlMse  who  rcfoseditoeen^ 
ibrni  to  the  ^af^^  modeffjof  wm^hi]^*  but  was  in 
tiatiger  of  being  himsdf  ejcded  .fom^fab.  plaoei"  as  a 
non-ccmfimnist  f «  He  survived  the  estabiiAtUjWt 
of  episcopacy,  and  renamed  itt  the*  head  of  the 
theological  toUege  of  Bt  Andrenv^  irarsotee  time 
Sftftr  the  restorati<^  t)f  presbjrtery  j^. 

of  Dundee  and  M.  Robert  iiowy^j^  Oct  3f  16Q4f  (Lof4  ^ad* 

;diDgtonN  Coll.  of  Leiteri.) 

,     ♦  Scot,  Apolog.  Narrat  p  177.  Melville,  1^0, 

t  Diary  of  Mr  Robert  Trail  Minister  of  the  Crajfriajrs  £dui* 

burgli,  Ms.  p.  9«    CassftndrtL  Scoticttia  to  CaMander  Aagticaoiii ; 

£p«  Dedtc*  Adkdeiburgi  1619.     ^f  N^w  (my;  dear  lAs  Howie) 

my  labours  aie  partkularlie  dire<^it  to  you,  1.  becaus  pecoUarlle 

due  unto  yoii  as  being  deryvet  from  you.     2.  belring  heir  abroad 

yat  for  cirossii^,  coping,  capping,  kneeling,  &c.  ye  had  receavit 

jme  sumoipnds  of  thvs  new  necessitie  I  tboght  gfod  to  yield 

jwu  this  mu<}he  fonsolatipn,  beseeching  God  to  inarine  you  ayir 

to  divt  [defeat?]  tbaqfie,  or  patience  and  humilitie  to  indure  tbiiaiey 

Vftf^f  thay  deale  in  regour  with  you,^*  (MS.  in  ^ibl.  Jurid.  £dio. 

jl^cAably  transcribed  from  a  printed  book.)  '     i 

t  ^t  '^^y  ^  proper  to  state  tti%t  throughout  the  conEdeh&ii 

,    correHpondence  between  Melville  and  his  nephew,  there  is  not^ai^ 

invidious  hint  thrown  out  against  Howie.     James  Melville  nmies 

Jbim  with  high  respect  in  a  letter  to  his  ooclei  (Nofvbc^tr  i^» 
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viUe'Mtimied  to  Scetkad.  Six  oi'  tiiede  ^ad  beeir 
spent  m  the  University  of  Gla^w,  and  the  re^ 
«Mi»ider  in  thftt  of  St  Andrews ;  a^d  daring  tlie 
^vbole  of  that  time  his  ta^its  and  the  importmit 
fiiittmtions. which  he  hdd  had  plaoed  him  at  the 
head'  of  the  literature  of  his  country^  ^  I  formerl;^ 
g$me  mme  aceMnt  of  tfa^  atate  of  learning  on  his 
a^Cilhig  at  Gla^ow^  and  ei  the  progress  which  it 
niade  during  the  time  which  he  taught  there*  t 
shafl  emlffaee  the  present  c^)portunity  of  toieing  its 
^:«ogttssive  >afhr«iceiMnt  during  his^  refiddence  at 
^An&ews.      r        ' 

The  fivst  ef  the  two  periods  referred  to  was  dis- 
tingmdied  by  the  iminx)TeilientiSi  which  were  inteo^ 
dnoed  into  the  Qxkting  literary  estaUishments  of 
the  country :  the  additions  made  to  the  number  of 
t>iir  universities  fall  to  be.  noticed  under  the  last 
period. 

It  was  formeriy  obiserved  that  the  early  institu-  ■ 
.tiMs  for  promoting  literature  were  generally  attached 
to  cathedral  churches  or  monastmes.  The  Univer- 
sities of  St  A.ndrews,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen  having 
heen  founded  by  bishops,  it  was  natural  for  their 
founders  to  erect  them  in  the  chief  cities  of  their  re- 
spective sees.    Edinburgh  was  not  an  episcopal  seat, 

pemilt.   1610)  :    "  Andream  roeom,  rudimentis  Theologiae  et 
luigilfip  saoctse  initiatom  ut  hac  hjeme  potui,  in  Scotiara  nunc  ^ 
ablegaTi,  cum  mandatis  u^  Hovii  nobilis  uxorem  ad  maritam 
comitaretur  ^  id  enim  a  me  pro^imis  Uteris  petiit  Hovtus  no8tei.V 
(MelYiQi  Epist.  p.  161.) 
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and,  c<msequtntly»  was  im^iwidd4  wi^  a  imydrsity 

asrthe  capital  of  the  kingdom.  Ajs^isoonaa  theRe^ 
£miiatioii  waa  e«taUiflhed>  the  w^#^ 
with  the  muikftev8  of  ^  ca|^t*lf  .atleia{rtfd  to  bdl^ 
this  defect  suj^lied  * ;  hut  their  endtevoiurs  wera 
erofised  hy  the  bishops^  \^h*  were  jealous  of  the  re^ 
put^ty)!!  aod  pf0q»ei%  of  the  aeowianea  plaeed  ns^ 
der  thm  immediate  Imd  oBmX  fmtectioA  f.  3Sia 
Univ^ty  of  £dinlftu^h»  whieh  hiMet  sioc^  lisea  to 
$,uch  emiueueeii  owed  its  eree^qn  to  the  &U  of  e]^&Go- 
pfK^y.  la  the  year  1679»  wheit  the  Giw^al  Aisemf^ 
bly  had  attacked  the  episcopal  office  aud  ^ttmn  iq^ 
the  model  of  presbytery^  the  design  (ff  foimding  liM- 
Jes^  in  E^qhuigh  was  reTived|.  £«4oftr%ed  hf 
the  ministers  and  other  publiei^spii^^  ipdiYtdxu^ 
in  the  dty»  the  magistrates  immediately  eomiqaieed 
building  apartments  f(n:  the  acodnimodntion  dT  j^cor 
fessors  and  students ;  and  in  the  end  of  thj$  yetut 
1588  the  classea  were  qsened,  itndar  the  patre»a^  of 
the  towu-coundl,  and  the  sanction  of  a  royal  diartcr  f 

*  Record  of  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh,  April  23,  1561, 
i^ndApiil  8.  1562.  Comp.  above,  vol.  i.  p.  460. 

i  Crawfurd^s  Hist,  of  Univbrsity  of  Edinbtirghj  p.  19.  MailS- 
land^a  Hist  of  Edtn.  p.  356. 

jHecord  of  Town  Council,  April  24.  and  Nov.  25.  1579. 
'  ^  Though  the  name  of  a  Uhivef^ity  is  not  applied  to  the  insti- 
tution either  in  the  Royal  Charter  of  1582,  or  ib  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament of  1621,  yet  in  the  latter,  it  is  Jeclai'ed  to  he  **  ane 
CoUedge— -of  humane  letteris  and  toungis,  of  philosophic,  tbedlo- 
gie,  medicine,  the  lawis,  and  all  uthe^  libefall  sciences,^'  and  is 
endowed  with  "  all  liberties,  fr^omes.  Immunities  and  priViledgis 
apperteit&g  to  ane  free  Colledge,  and  that  in  als  ample  forme  anil 
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By  dMatkmid  fiotn  mdifkkilih  and  publid  bodieii 
and  by  obtainmg  a  kgaey  biEiqm^rth^  hf  bishop 
Reid^,  the  patrMs  w&te  enable  to  ent^d  ilui 
benefits  of  the  instit^oti.  Frmti  tiie  numb^  of 
tftodents  v^  temitei,  to  the  new  o(dI%e  it  yn» 

lairge  maner  as  anje  Colledge  hes  or  bralkis  i/v^In^liis  his  Matle9 
realrae/*  (Act.  Pari.  Scot,  iv,  670,  6710 

*  Th^  fotloWiAg  are  the  facti  respecting  thb  legacy,  of  which 
MftillaiHl  (ililtt  £^fii.  p<  956.)  fatal  gmn  im  imptrfect  wai 
ipaccuratc  statement*  .  Bobert  Reid,  bishop  of  Orknej  and  Ze^ 
land,  (who  died  in  1558.)  *'  be  his  testament  and  latl^  will  left 
the  sowme  of  aocht  thoosan^  niei'kis  monej  of  this  realme**for 
by^gft  tbe  JaUdit  lUid  yaifAs  l^aikl  In  tlie  mid  burgb  (of  Edte- 
himgli}  ^{kis  siuntyne  perteiiii  to  TOiq^*  S*^  Jobooe  zHinsay  cf 
balmanis  Apd  for  founding  of  i^oe  college  for  exercise  of  leanilg 
thairintOy  be  the  nduise  counsale  and  discretionn  of  vmq^*  Maister 
Abraham  creightoun  prouest  of  donglas,  Maister  James  &f  Akgill 
«ir  iriadlLdiit^  nttlitr  clerk  of  the  regiitie»  tad  \m%^^  Mairtar 
tbpnui^  rnkf^eane  pf  cliftonhalK**  As  the  legacy  hftd  not 
been  applied  according  to  the  will  of  the  disponery  and  ^*  all  the 
three  persons  to  whose  discretion  the  accomplishing  of  the  work 
kn^  Gominitted^*  were  dead,  the  t«^  couiieil,  in  1582,  soppUtAf- 
Itdj^  yriTj  cMncU,  |J|at  bis  Majesty's  rifht  in  the  mister 
should  l^  conveyed  to  them,  aud  that  they  might  have  full  powor 
to  pursue  Walter  abbot  of  Kinloss,  *'  ane  of  the  executors  testa* 
mentaresof  thesaid  vmq^^  Bobert  bishop  of  Orkney,'*  and  others 
indebted  for  the  said  sum.  This  supplication  was  granted  by  the 
privy  council  on  the  town  council  giving  security  that  they  would 
apply  the  money  recovered  to  the  support  of  a  college.  (Becord 
of  Privy  Council,  April  11.  1582.)  On  the  6th  of  Joly  1593, 
the  town  council  had  recovered  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
abbot  of  Kinloss,  which  amounted  to  4000  merks.  (Becord  pf 
Town  Council,  vol.  ix.  f«  207.)  There  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  ground  for  the  charge  brought  against  the  Begent 
Morton  of  having  seized  on  the  legacy,  as  stated  in  Gordon's 
GeneaL  Hist  of  Earldom  of  Sutherland,  p.  176  and  in  l&eith*t 
Scot.  Bishops,  p.  134. 
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iqppamnt  thdt  it  yfQviMi  soon  rival  the  most  fi:«9qiiait- 
ed  of  the  older  estabUi^iQefiti ;  aad  althoogh  it 
suffered  a  gr»t  loss  If^j  the  premntiare.^tli  of 
Eollocki  its  excellent  prmcipii  yetyVfm  itinsk^pw^ 
perous  coBdition  when  Melville  was  reiQOYed  fisom 
Scotland*. 

Transferred  from  one  sovereigQ  to  another,  and 
lying  at  a  disj^qe  from  thp  seats  of  t}]^  gOYern- 
ments  to  ^rvhich  they  at  different  times  becimie  sub^ 
ject,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Orkney  Islands  had  bedn 
neglected,  and  allowed  to  remain  in  ignorance  and 
barb^sm.  Bishop  Reid,  whose  attiHCitiott  to  die 
interests  (^leaiming  we  have  just  notiieed,  testified 
a  laudable  desire  to  remedy  this  evU  by  providing 
means  of  ed^ca^o^i  for  his  clergy  and  the  youth  qi 
his  diocese.  Having  given  n  new  foondatioa  to  his 
cathedral  church  of  Kirkwall  in  1544,  he  ajqiainted 
the  p^son  who  held  the  office  of  Chancellor  to  read 
publicly,  once  li  week,  a  lecture  on  the  Canon  Law ; 
«ti4  the  chaplain  of  St  Peter's  to  act  as  master  of  a 
Grammar  School  f.     After  the  Reformation  thfe 

*  Crawfurd's  Hist,  of  the  Unlvi.  of  Eclinbargb,  p.  67* 
t  */  Hie  Cancetlarius,  qui  pm  teinpore  fuerit,  tertiuni  locum  post 
prepositum  ocoupabit,  qui  semel  in  septimana,  nisi  aliunde  legi- 
time impedletor,  tejoebilur  publice  in  Jure  pontificio  legere  in 
Ctpitulo  omnibus  canonicivp^^nd^rii't  capellanis«  etaliis  in- 
teres3e  volentijbu^/^— *'  Ordsenarous  preterea  capellaniam  beati 
Petri ^primnm  omniqro  tresdecim  incomputibilem  ci^m  alio  bene<- 
£cioy  altei^gio  seu  servitio  perpetuo,  cojus  sacellanus  eiit  Ma- 
gister  artium  et  perit.us  gramroaticus,  Scole  gramm^ticalis  erit 
magistei*.^^  (Nova  Erectio  ad  decorem  et  augmenta^ioneni  ditini 
cuUus  in  Ecclesia  Cathedrali  Orcfaadensi.  Oct.  28^  1544.in  ^rch. 
Urb.Edin.)  This  deed  was  confirmed  bj  Cardinai  Beaton  **pridie 
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emoluments  of  the  dbapkinry  continued  to  be  ap 
plied  to  the  support  of  tlie  master  of  the  grammar 
school  of  Kirkwall  ♦;  In  the  year  15815%  prcqpbsal^ 
to  erect  a  Ckdlcge  in  CMcney  was  laM  before  parlia- 
ment, by  wh<mi  it  was  referred,  along  with  other 
jdans  for  promoting  education,  to  certain  commis- 
sioners f.  It  is  probable  that  the  scheme  was  de^ 
feated  by  the  interest  of  those  who  had  got  posses* 
ffl(m^of  the  ebdesiastical  rcvenues  of  that  diocese, 
whien  ibnned  the  only  fund  from  which  the  semin- 
aify  could  haw  been  erected  and  endowed. 

In  I59S^  the  year  in  which  presbytery  obtaineii 
a  legii  estebUshment,  l^r  Alexander  Frazer  of 
^iHortb  laid,  the  foundation  of  a  linivei^ity  and 
cdOiege  within  the  town  of  Frazerburgh  in  Ab^- 
deenshire  !•    It  was  intended  for  the  ornament  of 

kftk^  JTdii,  1545>  (Ballk  NoVe  Erettiimis  Ecclesiae  et  CapituU 
Orchltden.)  Mackenzie,  m  his  Life  of  Biabop  Beid,  says :  *'  He 
bailt  St  OTan^s  Church  in  KirktvaU,  and  ik  large  court  of  Build- 
ings, to  be  a  College  for  instructing  of  the  yoiith  in  these  and  the 
ad|}a«ent  Isleflf,  in  Grantroar,  Philosophy,  and  Mathematics*^^ 
(Lives,  iii.  47.) 

*  There  is  extant  tm  ori^^ioal  Gift  and  Presentation  by  Patrick 
Earl  of  Orkney  (dated  Feb.  26. 1595.)  of  the  "  Prebendarie  of 
St  Peter  tyand  witfitn  the  diocie  of  Orkney^-conforme  to  the 
efectiwi  thereof.*'  The  presentee  is  **  to  make  actual  residence 
for  serving  of  the  gramar  school  at  Kirkwall  as  Master  principal 
thereunto— othenvays  this  gif^  to^xpyre  ipsofacio^^  This  was 
fUlowed  by  a  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Session,  May  22.  1601, 
confirming  the  gif^.  (Communication  i^m  Alexander  Peter- 
Jdo,  Em|.  Sheriff  Substitute  of  Orkney.) 

t  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iii.  S14. 

X  The  grant  confirming  to  him  the  lands  and  barony  of 
Pbilbrtli^  (July  1. 1592.)  contains  the  following  clause :  '^  De- 
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a  towli  cm  whidii  he  had  eonMrred  many  privileged 
tBd  for  the  ini^rueticm  of  the  yoiidi  in  the  northern 
pat  of  the  kingdom.  The  pariiament  ratified  th^ 
institution  in  I597»  ^ith  h^h  ommeridafiimd  of 
the  libetality  and  patriotism  if  tlie  foundepf. 
Charlea  F^nne»  who  had  tati^ht  for  seretal  yeiste  Hi 
a  regent  at  Edinhvigh,  was  diosen  principal  6t  th^ 
new  college,  and  in  the  yeat  1600  was  antbdrized 
by  the  General  AssemUy  to  tnritertake  this  offlit^ 
along  with  that  of  minister  of  the  parish  of  Fraeer^ 
burgh  t-  His  lahourt  were  muh  intonrit^t^  1^ 
the  Swl  of  HnHtly ;  and  an  end  wa»  t>Ul  to  them 
hy  hid  e<mfin0aaent»  first  in  the  cas^o  of  Ddwn  imd 
fdterwards  in  the  island  of  Bute,  ibr  keeping  the 

G^fpal  Aisjsembly.  ai  Aberdeen  f     It  does  not 

■  .  ) 

^imos  et  coacetsiibiis  tenoreque  pretenciom  dmnras  et  coneediiiNis 
Bknamm  potetUtem  et  libefUtem^  ffth^  Alexa|id)l»  Fr4«et 
heredibus  suU  masculis  et  lissigqatis  Cqllegiiiai  sen  Coil^^  Ut^ 
dictum  burgum  de  Fraser  edificaodi,  Uniyeraitst^  ^rigtlidiy 
omnia  geneva  officialium  eisdem  conveniei  et  omr|«8pe«id€0  ^W 
gondi  locandi  et  deprivaodi,  fqadationes  fsp  eoram  soltaatiai^ 
et  omnia  privilegia  qoeconque  necessaria  hclepdi  e|  dotai4ji 
9eclor^  principales  et  subprkxiipalea  et  alia  mffii|>r(i  nf^otstria 
ad  voluntatem  et  optionem  di«^  Al^xri  ejuiiqiie  heie^wa  mawol' 
orum  et  aasignatoram  antediet  £|cief|di  «li9ea4i  qmlsildt  ^  d«> 
ponendi,  leges  acta  et  statuta  pro  boni  ordiQifliobat|^#|t«i|f  fiieiendi 
et  custodire  causandi.^*  (Kegister  of  Privjr  Sei^l)  tPo}r  64*  f«:4i6i)- 

t  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  147,  148. 

t  Bulk  of  the  UniTeraall  Kirk,  f.  194,  ^  Ctr^h^^  WlkL 
of  Univ.  of  Edin,  pp.  31,  31,  37,  39,  4i2>  Fenn«i  Amijnh  in 
Epist.ad  Romanoa,  Epist.  Dedic.et  £pist.i|4  h^i^  EdioW  16&% 

§  In  1608,  Ferme  wrote,  from theplaco  of bk oonfiooiUUif^ to 
Robert  Bruce  :  *'  1  have  to  this  hour  beev  i^leased  be  tke  com- 
fort of  no  creature  ^  neither  have  I  heard  to  whom  I  fifijr  gt^ 
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appear  that  he  had  my  saecesfier  in*  the  oolkge^ 
which  waa  most  probahly  allowed  to  Ml  into  deesy 
amidst  the  difitractions  pifoduced  by  the  alteration 
^  church-govemment* 

The  C3ollege  of  Frazerbni^h  iiiight  ha^e  aue- 
eeeded  better  had  it  Bot  b^en  for  a  similar  esta^ 
bHshment  erected  at  tibe  same  time  by  Geeige  Sky:) 
Marischal  im  the  town  ef  New  Abetdeea  *.  Maria^ 
dial  College  was  (Mr^mally  endowed  oiily  &f  a  prim 
qpaly  tiiree  r^ents.  and  six  bursars;  tmt  ita  aitua^ 
tien  in  a  ftrarishiAg  town  furnished  it  with  stnd^ti^ 
its  proxiimty  to  King's  College  6x(|ted  enudatim^ 
and  the  gratitude  or  the  pride  of  indinduals  vrkktu 

A  tboasai^  deaths  batbe  my  soul  tasted  of;  but  still  the  trut^ 
and  mercie  of  tbe  Lord  hath  succoured  me/*  (Cald.  viL  98, 99 J) 
He  was  restored  to  his  parish  before  his  death,  which  b^pperitd 
Ml  the  24tb  of  September,  1617.  Veiiei  to  hk  memory  wetf 
CfHipoM  bf  4l*«:MbfU4  S^8o%  (Anoal.  p.  138.)  apd  bjPr|Dcip 
pfJ  Adamson  of  Edinburgbi  who,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age, 
published  a  work  of  Ferme,-  who  had  been  his  regeat  at  eolkge. 
(Prefix,  ad  Fenonei  Analyse  ot  supra.}  ^  Mr  ClutrleB  Faimi^^ 
WM  oalkd  t«  be  M  aceimd  oiifkislcr  of  Haddifigtba.'^  (Record  of 
FreBbjrtery  of  Haddin|^oii>  July  28,  and  Aug.  25, 1596,  and  Sept. 
28. 1597.)  At  the  ''  desvre  of  patrik  cohren  and  Georg  beriot 
commissiooftres  direct  from  je  session  of  je  kirk  of  tb»  imdi^ 
wtst  quaite  «f  Eif.n  Ae  pmbylerjr  ^  «ollfaat  Mt  oharks  &rnm 
^  pri^ieh  in  tl|e  Ktrk  of  that  quaitert  at  sie  tjuies  and  necessary 
occiasiones  as  ht  salbe  implojit  be  said  session.^*  (Rf  c.  of  Presb. 
of  Edinburgh^  Sept.  12.  1598.)  He  **  was  gone  to  ye  north 
parts/'  in  Dec.  12. 1598.  <Ibid.) 

.  *  The  Chiitt«r  of  tfatt(;olle^  wi^  sigiwd  by  ''Geoige  £r]e 
IkbrshaU^*'  on  the  2nd  of  April  15dS.  It  was  approve^  of  bj 
the  General  Assembly  at  Dundee  on  the  24th  of  the  same  months 
**  after  bfing  examined  by  a  Committee  of  their  number.^'  (Me- 
^lorial  by  Principal  Blackwell.)  And  it  Was  ratified  by  Par- 
liament 00  the  2l8t.  of  July  following.    (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  35.) 
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reeeiTed  their  educatkni  at  it  soon  increased  the 
number  of  its  professorships  and  bursaries  41s  well 
as  the  small  stock  cif  books  with  which  it  was  origi- 
lially  provided  *. 

Whaterer  may  be  thou^t  «s  to  the  expediency 
of  some  of  these  coU^al  institutions,  there  can 
be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  zeal  whidi  th^  evinced 
in  behalf  of  the  interests  of  literature^    Whether 
the  founders  acted  frdro  the  impulse  of  their  own 
minds  or  were  guided  by  the  deference  whidi  they 
paid,  to  the  opinions  of  others,  the  Uct  of  so  many 
academies  rising  up  at  the  same  time»  evidently 
diews  that  the  public  attention  had  been  awakened 
to  the  importance  of  education,  and  that  a  general 
lind  strong  passion  for  literary  pursuits  was  felt 
through  the  nation.    It  may  also  be  observed  that 
the  improvements  in  the  mode  of  teachii^  wfaidi 
had  been  introduced  into  the  universities  of  St  An- 
drewa  and  Glasgow  were  adopted  in  one  degree  or 
another  in  the  newly  erected  colleges.    At  Edin- 
burgh, indeed,  each  r^nt  conducted  his  students 
through  the  whole  course  of  their  studies,  either 
because  RoUock  had  been  accustomed  to  this  method 
at  St  Andrews,  or  because  he  could  not  find  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  teachers.    But  at  Aberdeen,  in 
Marischal    College  from    the  beginning   the   re- 
gents had  particular  professions  assigned  to  them. 
And  the  same  arrangement  was  prescribed  by  the 
new  foundation  of  King's  College  f.     I  formerly 

*  Memgi  ial  for  Marischal  College  by  Principal  Blackwell. 
-f  ''  Quatuor  autem  hos  regentes  noUuimus  (proot  In  regni' 
nostri  Academiis  olim  mos  fuit)  novas  professiones  qnotannis 
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stated  that  the  establishment  of  the  new  foimdation 
of  the  last  mentioned  semin^  was  much  oppos- 
ed *w  It  has  even  been  questioned  if  it  was  ever 
legally  introduced.  But  although  it  may  be  impos- 
sible now  to  lead  a  legal  proof  of  its  ratification, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  wais  acted  upon  for 
^any  years  f.    . 

-  The  resort  of  £ormga  students  to  Scotland  at  this 
period  is  another  important  and  interesting .  fact  in 

.  thd  history  of  our  national  literature.  Fon^etly 
ne  instance  of  this  kind  had  occurred.  ^  On  the  con- 
trary^  it  was  a  common  pi^ctice  for  the  youth  of  this 
country,  upon  finishing  their  course  pf  jedu^ation  at 

'  one  of  our  colleg^$f  to  go  abiPi^d,  and  prjCfsecute  thei|r 
studies  at  one  or  m^ore  of  the  universities  on  the 
continent.  Nor  did  apy  one  think  himself  entitled 
to  the  honourable  ajqpellatipn  of  a  learned  man  who 

immotare,  quo  fiictuqs  fiut  ut  duQ  muUa  profiterentor  in  paucis 
pentl  inveniantur :  verum  voluimus  ut  in  eadem  professjone  se 
cxerceant,  ut  adolescentes  qui  gradatim  ascendant  dignum  -snis 
8tudii9  et  ingeniiis  pmceptorem  reperire  qusfeantt''  (Nova  Fun* 
datio  Coll.  Reg.  Abcrd<m.)  The  same  regulation,  ^ypretsed  al- 
most in  the  same  wpidS|  is  contained  in  the  Charter  of  Marischal 
College.   • 

*  See  above  vol.  i.  p.  205.  ■^ 

t  Cald.  iii.  236,  268.  AcL  Pari.  ScOt.  iv.  163.  t  am  In- 
formed that  this  point  was  warmlj^  debated  in  the  universitj  in 
the  years  1637  and  1638.  The  greater  part  of  the  masters, 
i^ith  Dr  Arthur  Johnston,  the  Rector,  at  their  head,  averred  that 
the  charter  confirming  the  new  foundation  had  been  secretly  de- 
atroyed  and  burnt  by  private  persons  about  eighteen  years  before  ; 
and  they  offered  to  prove  the  genuineness  of  a  copy  of  it  which 
they  produced.    This  was  deniied'hy  the  opposite  pRjrty. 

VOL.  II.  T 
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had  not  added  the  advantages  of  a  foreign  to  those 
of  a  domestic  education.  But  after  the  reformation 
of  the  universities  of  St  Andrews  and  Glasgow,  and 
the  erectiou  of  the  college  of  Edinhurgb,  this  pra^ 
tice  became  gradually  less  frequent,  until  it  ceased 
entirely  exc^  with  those  who  wished  to  att^n  prq- 
fidency  in  law  or  in  medicine.  If  students  in  lan- 
guages, the  arts,  or  divinity  now  left  Scotland,  it 
ivas  generally  to  teach,  and  not  to  be  taught,  in  fo- 
reign seminaries*  The  same  cause  which  produced 
this  change  attracted  students  from  abroad  to  this 
country*  A  few  years  after  Melville  went  to  %h^. 
univa^ty  of  St  Andrews,  the  names  of  foreign^ 
appear  for  the  first  time  on  its  records.  The  num- 
ber of  these  rapidly  increased ;  and  Scotland  omti- 
nued  to  be  frequented  by  students  from  tho  continent 
for  a  considerable  time  after  the  original  cause  of  at- 
traction had  been  removed.  Though  St  Andrews 
vras  the  chief  place  to  which  they  resorted,  yet  they 
studied  also  in  the  universities  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow.  Some  of  them  were  persons  of  noble 
birth,  but  the  greater  part  were  young  men  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  thediogy  and  the  branches 
of  learning  connected  with  it.  No  adequate  cause 
of  the  £Eict  under  consideration  can  be  assigned 
but  the  report  which  had  gone  abroad  of  the  flour- 
ishing state  of  education  in  Scotland.  It  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  the  foreign  students  were  for 
the  most  part  Dajies,  who  were  induced  to  visit  this 
country  in  consequence  of  the  connection  established 
between  it  and  Denmark  by  the  marriage  of  James. 
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Scrnie  of  them  were  Danes;  but  there  were  also 
French,  Belgians,  Germans,  and  Poles  *• 

The  number  of  Scotsmen  who  at  this  time  dis* 
tinguished  themselves  as  teachers  in  foreign  univer^ 
sities  and  schools  was  great ;  but  to  give  any  thing 
like  a  proper  account  of  them  would  lead  me  into 
a  digression  disproportionately  large.  I  shall  after-^ 
wards  have  occasion  to  speak  of  those  who  taught 
in  the  protestant  academies  of  France.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  here  a  liter* 
ary  undertaking  in  Ireland  by  two  of  our  country- 
men. The  state  of  education  in  that  country  had 
&llen  so  low  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  an  in- 
dividual capable  of  teaching  the  learned  languages 
cotdd  be  found  even  in  the  capital.  In  the  year  1587f 
James  Fullerton  and  James  Hamilton^  established 
a  iM^hool  in  Dublin.  The  talents  of  the  two  Scots- 
men, joined  with  the  most  winning  manners,  soon 
procured  them  schdars.  After  they  had  taught  pn<^ 
vately  for  five  years  they  were  admitted  to  professor^^ 
ships  in  Trinity  College,  the  fabric  of  which  had 
been  recently  completed;  and  they  contributed 
greatly  to  bring  the  University  of  Dublin  into  that 
reputation  which  it  quickly  acquired.  Their  labouin 
would  have  deserved  to  be  commemorated  if  they 
had  done  no  more  than  to  educate  the  celebrated 
James  Usher,  afterwards  archbishop  of  Armagh, 
the  great  ornament  of  the  churdi  of  Ireland,  and 
one  of  the  most  learned  men  of  his  age.    He  was 

*  See  Note  K. 
T  S 
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one  of  their  first  pupk  in  the  grammar-school,  was 
conducted  through  his  course  of  philosophy  at  the 
university  by  Hamilton,  and  was  accustomed  to 
mention  it  as  an  instance  of  the  kindness  of  Provi- 
dence that  he  received  his  education  under  the  two 
Scotsmen,  "  who  came  thither  by  chance,  and  yet 
proved  so  happily  useful  to  himself  and  others." 
Whether  the  primate  was  initiated  by  them  into 
the  principles  of  the  Hebrew  language,  in  which  he 
afterwards  attained  great  proficiency,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ;  but  they  introduced  him  to  the  beauties  of 
the  classic  poets  and  orators,  with  which  he  was  cap- 
tivated in  his  youth  to  a  degree  which  we  could 
scarcely  have  supposed  from  the  tenor  of  his  subse^* 
quent  studies  *•  It  has  been  said  that  Hamilton 
and  Fullerton  concealed  a  political  design  under 
their  literary  undertaking ;  and  that  they  were  sent 
to  Dublin  by  the  Scottish  court  as  secret  agents  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  the  Irish  nobility  and  gentry 
to  James's  right  of  succession  to  Elizabeth.  This 
is  not  at  all  likely.  It  is  much  more  probable,  that 
the  enterprize  was  entirely  literary,  and  undertakes 
from  the  same  motives  which  induced  so  many  oi 
their  learned  countrymen  at  that  time  to  seek  a^ 

*  Parr's  Life  of  Usher,  p.  3*  Smith,  Vita  Usserii,  p.  16. 
Dillingham  Vita  Laur.  Chadertoni,  p.  55.  There  is  a  letter  from 
Hamilton  to  Sir  James  Sempiil,  (Dublin,  May  4.  3-612.]  in  re^ 
CMnmendation  of  Usher«  when  he  went  to  Lonclon  to  publish  bis 
first  work.  *' Clear  them  (Dr  Chaloner  and  Mr  Usher)  to  hU 
MiL<^^  that  they  ar  not  puritants-,  for  they  have  dignitarieships and 
prebends  in  the  Cathedral  churches  here.*'  (MS.  in  Arcbiv. 
Eccl.  Scot.  vol.  28.  no.  18.) 
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foreign  field  for  the  exertion  of  their  talents.  At 
a  subsequent  period  James  availed  himself  of  the 
credit  which  they  had  gained,  and  they  were  em- 
ployed in  secret  negociations  of  the  nature  men-' 
tioned,  which  they  carried  on  with  much  ability  and 
success*.  The  services  of  both  were  rewarded. 
FuUerton  was  knighted,  admitted  of  the  Bed-cham- 
ber, and  resided  ordinarily  at  court  after  the  acces- 
sion. Hamilton  was  created  Viscount  Claneboy, 
ind  afterwards  Earl  of  Clanbrissel  f ;  was  entrust- 
ed with  great  authority  in  Ireland ;  and,  in  con- 
cert with  his  pupil,  the  primate,  and  his  country- 
man, the  bishop  of  Raphoe,  shewed  favour  to  such 
ministers  as  took  shelter  in  that  country  from  the 
persecution  of  the  Scottish  prelates:]:.  I  cannot 
positively  determine  whether  Hamilton  studied 
under  Melville  or  not  § ;  but  FuUerton  was  one  of 

*  This  18  confirmed  by  the  account  which  Dr  Birch  gives  ^ 
sdthoDgh  he  speaks  immediately  of  negociations  with  the  English 
nobility.  (Life  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  p.  232.)  The  let- 
ter iroro  King  James  inserted  in  the  Appendix  to  Strype's  Annals, 
vol.  iv.  and  which  Strype  supposes  to  have  been  written  to  Lord 
Hamilton^  was  addressed,  1  have  no  doubt,  to  James  Hamilton, 
afterwards  Viscount  Claneboy. 

1  Lodgers  Peerage  of  Ireland,  vol.  iii.  p^  257.  According  to 
Lodge,  he  was  the  eldest  son  of  Hans  Hamilton  of  Dun  lop. 
Crawford  says  that  Hans  Hamilton,  vicar  of  Dunlop,  was  son  of 
Archibald  Hamilton  of  Raploch.  (MS.  Baronage»  pp.  265 — 7. 
in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  Jac.  V.  5.  30.) 

t  Life  of  Mr  Robert  Blair,  pp.  47—52,  64,  80.  Life  of  Mr 
John  Livingston. 

J  In  the  year  1584,  ^  James  Hamilton"  was  made  Bachelor, 
and  in  1585  Master  of  Arts,  at  St  Andrews.  '*  Anno  1586|  Ja- 
cob* HamyitouD^  was  laureated  at  Glasgow. 
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his  scholars,  and  continued  always  to  treat  him  with 
the  most  marked  respect  and  friendship  *.  He  re- 
tained his  love  of  letters,  and  a  partiality  for  his 
early  studies,  after  he  had  exchanged  the  life  of  the 
scholar  for  that  of  the  courtier  f . 

In  a  former  part  of  this  w(»rk  some  account  was 
given  of  the  state  of  the  inferior  order  of  seminaries 
in  Scotland  when  Melville  came  to  St  Andrews  t- 
Since  that  time  the  numher  of  parochial  schools  had 
increased,  although  in  many  places  they  w^e  still 
wanting,  and  in  others  the  teachers  enjoyed  a  very 
inadequate  and  precarious  support  Thare  was  as 
yet  no  law  rendering  it  imperious  on  the  heritors 
or  parishioners  to  provide  them  with  accommodations 
or  salaries.     The  persua»ons  of  the  ministers  and 

*  See  above  vol.  i.  p.  76.  and  Letter  from  Melville  to  Sif 
James  Sempill  of  Beltrees  ^  Dec.  I.  1610.  in  Appendix. 

f  **  Hoc  saxiim  (a  grammatical  difficirfty)  cam  diu  rohna- 
seal,  tandem  incidi  in  Jacobum  Fullertonum,  virum  doctum, 
et  in  omni  disciplina  satis  exercitatnm.  Cum  eo  rem  disceptavi,. 
&c.*'  (Hnmii  Grammatica  Nova,  Part  iL  p.  15.)  See  also  Leo- 
obaei  Epigram,  pp*  23*  ^S.  In  1611,  Sir  James  Fulbrton,  ^fas 
bj  the  favoiir  of  Prince  Henry  appointed  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, and  master  of  the  Privj  Purse  to  the  Duke  of  York. 
(Bircb's  Life  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  pp.  282—235.)  His 
Testament  is  dated  Dec.  28. 1630,  and  was  proved  Feb.  5. 1630. 
(O.  S.)  He  left  no  issue,  and  beqoesthed  *'  the  estate  and  in- 
terest of  the  manor  of  Bifleete/'  with  his  leases  of  the  Lead 
Mines,  &c.  after  paying  his  debts,  to  his  ^'  deare  and  well  be* 
loved  wife,  the  Lady  Brace."  ''  The  Right  Honoqrable  Tho- 
mas Lord  Brace,  Baron  of  Kinlosse"  was  his  sole  executor. 
(Will,  extracted  from  the  Begistry  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbary )  ^ 

t  See  above  vol.  i.  p,  133. 
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the  authmty  of  the  churdi-coiirts  were,  however,  ex- 
erted in  supplying  this  defect.  As  every  minister 
was  bound  r^ularly  to  examine  his  people,  it  be- 
came his  interest  to  have  a  schoolmaster  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  youth.  At  the  annual  vidtation  of 
parishes  by  presbyteries  and  provincial  sjrnods,  the 
state  of  the  schools  formed  one  subject  of  uniform  in- 
quiry ;  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers  were  tried ; 
and  wh»«  there  was  no  school,  means  were  used  foi^ 
havii^  one  established.  A  '*  common  order''  as  to 
the  rate  of  contribution  to  be  raised  for  the  salary 
of  the  teacher,  and  as  to  the  fees  to  be  paid  by 
thescbolan^  was  laid  down  and  put  in  practice^long 
before  the  act  of  council  in  1616  which  was  ratified 
by  parliament  in  1633.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  the  parochial  schools  of  Scotland  owed  their 
origin  to  Uiese  enactments.  The  parliamentary  sta- 
stute  has,  indeed,  been  eventually  of  great  braefit 
But  it  would  have  remained  a  dead  letter  bat  for  the 
exertions  of  the  church-courts ;  and,  owing  to  the 
vague  nature  of  its  provisicms,  it  continued  long  to 
be  evaded  by  those  who  were  insensible  to  the  bene- 
fits of  education,  or  who  grudged  the  smallest  ex- 
pence  for  the  sake  of  promoting  it  The  reader  will 
find  in  the  notes  some  &cts  whi(&  throw  light  on 
the  state  of  parochial  instruction  at  this  period  *• 

The  classical  schools  had  also  increased  in  number, 
and  improvements  were  introduced  into  those  whieh 
h^d   existed  from   indent   tunes.      Two  indivi* 

*  See  Note  L. 
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vidiiids,  who  were  suceeniively  at  the  Iiead  <^  the 
Ifigh  School  of  Edinburgh,  are  entitled  to  mxr- 
notice  here,  from  the  senrices  which  they  rendered 
to  the  literature  of  their  oountry,  as  well  as  the  con- 
nection which  they  had  with  Melville.  Hercules 
RoUock  had  received  a  complete  education,  £md  wa& 
an  excellent  classical  scholar.  After  finishing  his 
studies  at  8t  Andrews,  and  teaching  for  some  time 
in  King's  College,  Aberdeen  *,  he  went  abroad^  and 
studied  at  Poitiers  in  France  f.  On  his  iBtum  to 
Scotland  he  was  warmly  recommended  to  the  young 
King,  by  Buchanan  j: ;  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
in  consequence  of  this  recommendation,  that  he  was 
appointed  Commissary  of  Angus  and  the  Carse  of 
Gowrie,  which  were  disjoined  from  the  Commissariot 
of  St  Andrews  in  the  year  1580^  and  erected  into  a 
separate  jurisdiction.  But  the  new  court  was  soon 
suppressed,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  made 
to  it  by  the  Commissary  and  Magistrates  of  St  An^ 
drews  §.  In  1684,  Bollock  was  brought  from  Dun- 
dee ||,  and  continued  head  master  of  the  High  School 

♦  Oiem*8  Description  of  Old  Aberdeen,  p.  159. 

t  Delitiae  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  350,  351.  corop.  Bucbanaoi  Epist* 
pp»  13,  21^  In  a  }SS.  Ca^logue  of  ScoUi&h  Writers,  (to  be 
found  in  tbe  Advocates  Library,  in  the  same  volume  nith  Cbai^ 
ter&'  Account  of  Scottisb  Divines)  Hercules  RoUock  is  said  to 
have  publisbedy  *^  Panegyrim  de  Pace  in  Gallia  constitoenda. 
Pictavi  1576.^'  He  bad  akMO  be^n  some  time  in  England,. 
Delit.  ut  sup*  p.  361. 

X  Buchanan!  Epist.  p.  29. 

§  Record  of  Privy  Council,  January  12. 1580. 

II  May  29. 1584.  Record  pf  ToTirn  Council  of  £dio.  vol.  vii, 
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of  Edinburgh  for  eleren  years,  at  the  end  of  T?ludi 
he  was  displaced  in  consequence  of  some  <^enoe 
which  was  taken  at  his  conduct  ^.  On  his  removaL 
from  the  High  School  he  obtained  an  office  in 
the  Court  of  Session,  wd  was  patronized  by  tl^ 
King  f .  He  was  suspected  of  being  the  author  oi 
a  lampoon  against  Bruce  and  the  other  ministers 
who  were  banished  at  the  time  of  the  tumult  which 
happened  in  the  capital ;  on  which  account  MeMBe 
attacked  him,  in  sev^eral  stinging  epigrams,  as  a 
mercenary  poet»  and  a  starved  sdioolmaster  tum«d 
lawyer.  Poets  are  not  disposed  to  brook  an  affront. 
RoUock  replied ;  and  in  a  poem,  more  distinguished 
for  its  length  than  its  vigour,  denied  the  charge, 
and  vindicated  his  character  f.  Whatever  might 
be  his  imprudences  or  personal  foibles,-  he  certainly 
contributed  to  raise  the  character  of  the  useful  semi^^ 
nary  over  which  he  had  presided  §^ 

L  90.     On  tlfe  17th  of  April  1588,  his  sftlary  was  aagmented 
"  from  50  to  100  pundb."  (lb.  vol.  viii.  f.  149,  b.  150.) 

*  Kecord  of  Town  Council,  vol .  x.  f.  71.  RoUock  imputes 
his  dismissal  to  the  ignorance  of  the  citizens^  who  were  incapa-^ 
ble  of  appreciating  the  excellence  of  bis  instructions,  so  superior 
to  those  of  ordinary  pedagogues ;  and  he  represents  the  school  aa 
sinking,  at  his  i^moval,  into  the  barbarism  from  which  he  had 
recovered  it.  (Delit.  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  339.) 

'f  Delit.  ut  supra. 

t  Ibid.  p.  117.  comp.  p.  337     In  the  catalogue  of  Books 
presented  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  bj  Drummond  of  Haw-^ . 
thomden,  (p.  24.)  is  the  following  article  :  **  Ad  Herculem  Bol- 
locum  responsio  Andrese  Melvini.  MS   autogr.^'     But  the  MS 
is-  not  now  to  be  found. 

$  The  magistrates  appear  to  have  ^been.  sensible  of  this )  for 
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Alexander  Hume,  who  suooeeded  to  the  rector- 
i9iip  f4  the  High  School,  if  not  so  good  a  poet  as 
B^Io<^9  was^  a  superior  grammarian,  and  a  rsm^ 
aeceptahle  teadi^  *.  He  has  himself  informed  us, 
tihat  he  was  descended  of  the  ancient  family  of  the 
Humes,  acquired  thelcnowledge  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage under  the  well-known  Andrew  Simson  at 
Dunhar,  went  through  the  course  of  philosophy  at 
8t  Andrews,  and  afterwards  spent  sixteen  years  in 
England,  partly  in  studying  at  the  University  cf 
Oxford,  ai^  partly  in  teaching  f.    His  theokfical 

#n  the  20tli  of  Februarj  1600,  tbey  gave  an  allowance  to  *'  tbe 
Belict  and  bairns  of  Mr  Hercnles  Bollock/*  (Conncil  Begistei, 
vol.  X.  f.  2^0.) 

*  Crawfiird'f  Hist,  of  die  Univ.  of  Ectio.  p«  64.  His  appoint* 
fnt9A  was  ki  April  23.  1596.  Cooncil  Begister,  vol.  x.  ff.  75, 76 

t  Grammatica  Nova,  ut  infra :  Ad  Lectorem.  To  bis  treatise 
on  tbe  Lord^s  Supper  is  prefixed  an  Epistle  *'  To  Mr  John 
Hamilton  bis  olde  Regent.*^  Tbree  persons  of  tire  name  of 
Alexander  Hume  stndied,  about  the  same  time,  in  St  Mary^s 
Celltge,  St  Andrews.  One  of  tbem  was  lanreated  in  1571, 
another  in  1572,  and  the  third  was  made  bachelor  ef  arts  in  1574* 
These  were  most  probabljr^  the  individuals  who  afterwards  became 
Minisler  of  Dunbar,  Master  of  the  High  School  of  Edinborghi 
md  Minister  of  Logie  ^  for  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  ireio 
diffineit  persons.  Tbe  first  can  be  traced  by  authentic  records, 
as  mintstier  rf  Dunbar,  from  1582  to  at  least  1602.  ""  Mr 
Alexander  home,  minister,  was  presented  to  the  personage  of 
Dunbar  vacant  be  demissipn  of  Mr  Andro  Sympsoun*  Sept.  13. 
\5%3^^  (IUg»  •(  Preientctions,  vol.  li.  £.  77.)  He  stiU  held 
tlMt  aitoaltQn  on  the  30tk  of  Dec  1601.  (Record  of  the  Presb, 
ef  Haddington,  tfnd  Book  of  Assignatioin.)  The  second  was 
ttiniiter  '*  at  Lope  ihe  16.  of  Februarie  1598.'*  (Epist  Ded. 
to  his  Hymnes  or  Sacred  Songs.)  He  oontiMfd  tjhere  eotil^  i( 
teiiBt)  r608;  (Book  of  Aflsignst«an4  Modtfic)  <•  Mr  M^  home 
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works  shall  be  mentioned  afterwards.  While  he 
tai^ht  at  Edinburgh  his  attention  was  turned  to 
the  elementary  books  which  were  at  that  time  used 
in  grammar  schools,  and  he  was  ambitious  of  im* 
proving  on  the  labours  iji  foreigners  as  well  as  of 
his  countrymen,  Simsim,  Carmicbael,  and  Dun- 
can*. His  Latin  Grammar,  on  which  he  had 
spent  many  years,  and  which  he  published,  allber 
submitting  it  to  the  correction  of  Melville  and 
other  learned  friends,  did  not  give  the  satisfac- 
tion which  he  expected  f  •    This  was  partly  owing 

minister  at  Logie,  beside  Stirling— 4ie8  left  ane  admonitione  in 
write  behinde  him  to  the  kirk  of  Seotknd,  wberin  be  aBbms 
that  tbe  bishops,  who  were  then  fast  riseing  op,  hes  left  the  sin* 
cere  ministers/'  &c.  (Row.  Hist*  94,  5.)  Tbe  third  was  oisBter 
of  tbe  High  School  of  Edinburgh  from  1596  to  1606  'y  and  he,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  was  the  author  of  all  the  works  which  ap« 
peared  nnder  the  name  of  Alexander  Hume^  with  the  exception  of 
the  Hymns*  He  was  incorporated  at  Oxford,  Jan,  26*  1580»  as 
''  M.  A.  of  St  Andrews^  Scotland/'  (Wood's  Fasti,  bj  Bliss, 
317.)  Conld  he  be  tbe  author  of  ^  Hamii  Thesesy  Marporgi, 
1591 ?" 

*  ^  Grammatice  Latioe,  de  Etjmologia,  liber  secandos.  Caa« 
tab  1587."  James  Carmichae),  minister  of  Haddington^  was 
die  author  of  this  work.  Andrew  Dnncav,  the  author  of  rarioua 
grammatical  pieces^  (Ames,  bjr  Herbert,  iii.  1515,  1516, 1518.) 
was  minister  of  Crail^  and  one  of  those  who  were  banished  to 
France  for  holding  the  Assembly  at  Aberdeen. 

^  '*  Grammatioa  nova  in  osum  jofentutis  Scoticte  ad  medio* 
dmn  revocata*  Ab  Alexandre  H?meo  e»  onH^^SfNob^  Genie 
Kumeorum  artium  Magutro.  £t  auctoritate  senatns,  omnibus 
Segni  Scbolb  imperata.  £dinbnrgt.^l6l2."  l2mo  (Copjin  the 
Library  of  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh.)  Tbe  words  here 
printed  in  Italics  are  not  in  the  common  copies*  The  author  had 
prefipusljf  published  Latin  Rudiments.  (Gram.  Part.  ii.  p.  25  ) 
The  tract  entitled  BeBum  Grammatiade  was  not  composed,  but 
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to  prejudice  against  innovation,  and  partly  to  the  au- 
thor's having  sacrificed  ease  and  perspicuity  to  logical 
precision  in  the  arrangement  and  definitions.  But, 
although  less  adapted  for  youth,  the  work  displays 
much  knowledge  (tf  the  principles  of  grammar,  and, 
in  this  respect,  could  not  fail  to  he  useful  to  teachers 
and  advanced  scholars.  The  privy  council,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  parliament,  enjoined  it  to  he  used 
in  all  the  schools  of  the  kingdom ;  an  injunction 
which  was  defeated  hy  the  interest  of  the  hishops, 
whose  displeasure  the  author  had  incurred,  and  by 
the  persevering  opposition  of  Ray,  who  succeeded 
to  his  place  in  the  High  School  *. 

During  the  incumbency  of  Hume,  "  the  form 
and  order**  of  the  High  School  were  fixed,  and  a 
code  of  laws,  drawn  up  by  a  con^mittee  of  learned 

only  reTised  bj  Hume.  It  U  a  humorous  tragi-comedy,  in  which 
the  different  Parts  of  Speech  are  arrayed  on  opposite  sides,  ia* 
a  contest  conceming  the  respective  claims  of  the  Noun  and 
Verb  to  priority.  It  is  probable  that  it  was  acted  by  the  hoys 
in  schools.  He  left  behind  him,  in  MS.  a  compend  of  fiuchan- 
aii^s  History  (In  Bibl.  Juiid.  Edio.)  and  a  grammatical  tract^ 
probably  in  defence  of  his  own  Grammar*  (Ruddimaiwi  Bibl. 
Bom.  p.  61*  Sibbald,  De  Script.  Scot.  p.  3.) 

*  Grammat.  Part.  ii.  Ad  Led.  Comp.  Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv. 
157,  374.  Hume,  in  a  letter  to  Melville,  Dec.  6.  1612.  gives 
an  account  of  the  opposition  which  his  work  had  encounter^* 
(Melvini  Epistolee,  p.  309.)  Casaubon,  in  a  letter  to  Hume,  denies, 
having  prepossessed  the  King  against  his  Grammar,  but  does 
not  conceal  his  disapprobation  of  it.  (Casauboni  Epistolse,  ab 
Almeloveen,  epist.  878»)  That  learned  man,  however,  does  in-, 
justice  to  the  work,  when  h,e  represents  it  as  an  imitation  of 
Bamus*  Hume  expressly  allows  that  Bamus  had  not  8ucceede4 
in  Grammar.  (Qiammat.  Part  i*  Ad  Lcct) 
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men,  and  intended  to  regulate  the  mode  of  teaching 
and  the  government  of  the  youth,  teoeived  the 
s2mction  of  the  town-council.  The  school  was 
divided  into  four  classes,  to  be  taught  separately  by 
four  masters,  one  of  whom  was  the  principaL  The 
boys  passed  from  one  master  to  another  at  the  end 
of  each  year ;  a  plan  which  has  not  the  same  re- 
commendations  when  applied  to  the  teaching  of  a 
single  language  that  it  has  when  applied  to  the 
different  branches  of  philosophy.  By  these  laws 
tlie  tlutnanity  class  in  the  College  was  also  regulat- 
ed, and  Greek  was  appointed  to  be  taught  in  it  as 
well  as  Latin.  Before  the  year  1616,  a  fifth  class 
was  established  in  the  High  School,  and  during 
their  attendance  on  it  the  boys  were  initiated  into 
Greek  grammar  *. 

In  the  year  1606,  Hume  relinquished  his  situa* 
tion  in  Edinburgh,  and  became  principal  master  of 
the  grammar  school  at  Prestonpans,  whieh  had  been 
recently  founded  by  John  Davidson.  The  exertions 
which  Davidson  made  to  provide  for  the  religious 
snd  literary  instruction  o£  his  parish  entitle  him 
to  the  most  grateful  Remembrance.  At  his  own 
expence  he  built  a  church  and  a  manse,  a  school- 
house  and  a  dwelling-house  for  the  master.  The 
school  was  erected  for  teaching  the  three  learned 
languages,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew ;  and  the 
founder  destined  all  his  heritable  and  moveable  pro- 
perty, including  his  books,  to  the  support  and  oma- 
ment  of  the  trilingual  academy  f.     Similar  endow- 

»  See  Note  M.  t  Sec  Note  N, 
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mefsta  were  Hiode  by  others  ^ ;  and  there  is  reason'to 
think,  that,  in  not  a  few  instances,  the  funds  which 
benevolent  individuals  bequeathed  for  the  promo* 
^6n  of  kaming  were  clandestinely  retained,  or 
illegally  alienated  from  their  original  destination, 
by  the  infidelity  and  avarice  of  executors  and  trus^ 
tees.  Seveirfil  aets  cdf  the  l^pbslature  were  made 
to  prevent  sueh  abuses  f . 

In  investigating  the  progress  which  sdenc^  macte 
in  Scotland  during  this  period,  the  first  thing  which 
fitr&es  us  is  the  introdnetion  of  the  Ramean  philo^ 
sophy,  and  its  general  substitution  in  the  room  of 
the  Aristoteliim.  The  influence  which  Ramus  had 
in  die  advsmcement  of  philosophy  has'  not,  in  my 
opinion,  bad  that  impolrtanee  attached  to  it  by  modern 
writers  which  it  deserves.  In  forming  an  estimate 
c^tbe  degree  in  which  any  individual  has  contributed 
to  the  iUumin^ion  <^  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  into  account  something  more  than 
the  eharaetef  of  his  Opinions  viewed  in  themselves  i 
We  must  shew  that  they  were  brought  fairly  and 
lUly  into  eontMt  with  public  ojnni<m,  and  attend 
to  the  <^rcumstmoes  which  combined  to  aid  or  to 

*  John  Howi^sQo,  mioifter  of  Cambuslftng,  endowed  a  tcbooli 
«nd  made  provision  for  the  poor,  within  his  parish.  (Letter  from 
htm  to  the  General  Assembly,  Nov.  16.  1602.  MS.  in  Bibl. 
Jurid.  Edin;  Rob.  Hi.  2.  17.  f.  156.)  "  The  King's  Soole  of 
Dunkeld,''  fonnded  Feb.  22.  1567.  (Beg.  of  Presentations,  vo!^ 
i.  f.  5.)  was  ratified  bj  Parliament  in  1606,  (Act.  Pari.  Scot. 
iv.  313.) 

i  Act.  Pari.  Bcot»  iv.  94  j  t.  22. 
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neutralize  their  effect.    By  a  close  ^uttoinatiou  of 
the  writings  of  such  men  as  Bruna  and  CardaD,  we 
may  discover  here  and  there  a  sentiment  al^n  to  a 
truer  philosophy ;  hut  then  these  sentipdeiM^  afppear 
to  have  struck  their  minds  during  certain  ludd  inr 
tervals,  and  are  huried  in  a  farrago  of  fantastic,  ^^ 
travaganti  and  unintelligihle  notions,  which  tat^ 
have  discredited  them  with  every  soh^  thinks* 
They  are  to  be  viewed  rather  as  curious  phenomena 
in  the  history  of  individuals  than  as  indic^tiws  of  the 
progress  made  by  the  humap  mind*      There  iffe 
three  grand  events  in  the  modem  history  of  philo^ 
sopifay*    The  first  is  the  revival  of  literature,  whi^^ 
by  promoting  the  study  of  the  original  wntiiigs  df 
the    ancients,  rescued    the  Aristotelian    pbilnach 
phy  from  the  barbarism  and  corruption  whlc^  it 
had  contracted  during  the  middle  ages«    Th^  se^ 
ecmd  is  the  emancipation  of  the  human  mind  fifom 
that  slavish  subjection  to  authcnity  under  whi<^  it 
had  been  long  held  by  a  superstitious  vener^ion  f«^ 
the  napne  of  Aristotle.    The  third  is  die  intf9* 
dnetion  o^  what  is  commonly  called,  the  inductive 
philosophy.    In  the  progress  of  the  human  v^mif 
it  behoved  the  two  former  to  precede  the  latter^    Jji 
bringing  about  the  first  a  multitude  of  persons  in 
all  parts  of  Europe  had  co-operated  with  nearly  equal 
2eaL     The  merit  of  effecting  the  second  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  one  individual.   The  Platonic  school 
which  was  founded  in  the  fifteenth  century  did  not 
produce  any  extensive  or  permanent  effects  on  the 
mode  of  study  and  philosophizing.    It  originated  in 
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literary  ehlhtisi^snl ;  its  disciples  wfere  cbieiy  '^n- 
fined  to  Italy ; '  and  they  contented  themselvei^  ii«*th 
"prtmduDcing  extravagant  and  rapttironis  pane^^cs 
on  the  divine  Plato.      Valla,  Agricola*,  Vitfe, 
and,  NizoKus  had  pointed  out  various  defects  in 
the  reigning  philosophy,  and  recommended  a  trftide 
df  ihfestigating  truth    more   rational    ihiRi  tkt 
wMcfi  was  pursued  in  the  schools.     But  they  bad 
not  succeeded  even  in  fixing  the  attentife  of  the 
puhlic  on  the  subject.    The  attack  whieh^  R^Mis 
miftde  on  the  I^eripatetic  philosophy  Veas  t&ect, 
avowed,  "pdwerful,  perseverttig,  and  irresistil^i    He 
pos»eis(8€d  an  aciite  n^ind,  acquaihtttnee  with  am^t 
learning,  an  ardertt  loVe  of  tritth,  aAd'  iiivt«f6iWe 
eouragb  in  maintaining  it.     H6  had  a^j^ed  with 
avidity  to  the  study  of  the  logic  of*  Aritett>tle ;  aad 
the  result  W^  d  conviction,  that  it^as  Mi  ini^^sMefit 
utti^rly  nnfit  fdr  discovering  truth  in  any  of  the 
sciences;  and  angering  no  other  purpose  than  fhfet 
of  sdiolastic  wrangling  and  digladiation.     His  con- 
viction he  commimicated  to  tbie  public ;  and,  in 
q»ite  of  all  the  resistance  made  by  ignorance  and  pre^ 
judide,  he  succ^ded  in  bringing  over  a  great  ptit^ 
the  lieamield  world  to  his  views.    What  Luth^efr  was  in 
the  church.  Ramus  was  in  the  schools.    He  over- 
threw the  infallibility  of  the  Stagyrite,  and  pr!0- 
daimed  the  right  of  mankind  to  think  for  them- 

*  Ramus  acknowledges  that  he  was  indebted  for  more  accbrate 
views  of  Logic  to  Rudolphus  Agricola,  and  that  be  learned  tbem 
from  Sturmius,  one  of  Agricola^s  scholars.  (Prefat.  in  Scbol. 
Grammat.) 
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sehres  io  matters  of  philosophy,  a  right  which  he 
BMUfitaiued  with  the  most  un&unted  fortitude,  and 
which  he  itealed  with  his  blood  *«  If  Ramus  had 
BOt  shaken  the  authority  of  the  long  venerated 
Ck^ganm  of  Aristotle,  the  world  might  not  have  seen 
the  iVbnrm  Organum  of  Bacon.  The  faults  of  the 
Rameim  system  of  Dialectics  have  long  been  ac^ 
Imowledged.  It  proceeded  upon  the  radical  prin- 
ciples of  the  logic  of  Aristotle ;  its  distinctions  often 
tumiedmore  upon  words  than  things ;  and  the  arti* 
fidal  method  and  uniform  partitions  which  it  pre* 
iaeribed  in  treating  every  subject,  were  unnatural, 
and  calculated  to  fetter,  instead  of  forwarding,  the 
mind  in  ^e  discovery  of  truth.  But  it  discarded 
many  of  the  useless  speculations^  and  much  of  the 
Unmeaning  jarg(m  respecting  predicables,  predi- 
eamei^  and  topics,  which  made  so  great  a  %ure 
in  the  andent  logic.  It  inculcated  upon  its  dis- 
d]des  the  necessity  of  accuracy  and  order  in  arrang- 

*  '^  Easden  ia  religioois  restitutione  judlciorum  remdras  fletas 
nostra  experta  est.  Qaapropter  per  Deum  optiimini  maziaiuiii, 
liOgicacartis  professores  exhortor,  at  philoeopbise  verttatem  plmrla 
qiiaai  philosophi  luUius  aathoritatem  faoiantA— Tales  deni^ue  aint 
in  Ariatotele  cognoscendo  et  ioterpretando,  qvalis  Aristoteles  in 
Pl«toiie  fuit.  Uouip  enim  id  illis  exopto,  ut  Aristoteles  ipsi  stbi 
■int,  vel  Aristotele  etiam  prsestantiores  ma^istri :  sicot  Aristo- 
tetet  ifimiram  Plato  alter  esse,  aut  etiam  Platone  prsestantior  esse 
Toli>it»^*  (Rami  Animad.  in  Organ.  Aristotelis,  lib.  ii.  cap^  iz. 
p.  66fc  editi  Francof.  1594.)  Those  who  wish  to  uoderstand  the 
spirit  of  RamuSy  and  his  inducements  to  embark  in  the  cau«e  of 
philosophical  reform,  should  read  the  whole  of  the  13th  chaptej^ 
of  the  4th  book  of  his  Animadversioncs.  Brucker  has  given  ex-, 
tracts  from  it^     (Hist.  Phiios.  torn.  v.  pp.  566*^.) 

VOL.  n.  u 
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iog  their  own  ideas  ^d  in  analy^ng  those  of  others  ^* 
And,  as  it  advaneed  no  claim  to  infallibility,  sub- 
Qi^tted  all  its  rules,  to  the  test  of  practical  usc^fulness, 
wd  set  the  cmly  legitimate  end  of  the  whole  kgicsl 
!^^atus  constantly  befin-e  the  eye  of  the  student^ 
its  faults  w^e  soon  discovered^  and  yidded  readily 
to  a  more  improved  metlM)d  of  reasiming  and  inyet« 
tiigation. 

The  elt>qu0nee  of  Ramus,  added  to  the  novelty 
of  his  c^inions  and  the  ardour  and  boldness  with 
wlneh  he  maintained  them,  had  a  fascinating  itAvL* 
eboe  <m  his  students.  For^gners,  who  attended  bis 
lectures  in  the  university  of  Farisi,  carried  his  pecu« 
liar  sentimtnts  along  with  them  to  their  re^^tive 
eotmtrieft«  Within  a  few  years  after  his  death  his 
writk^  w€re  known  through  Europe ;  a-ndRamisn^ 
as  the  new  mode  of  philosophiaing  was  called,  was 
publicly  taught  in  some  of  the  principal  ttnivareities 
of  Germany,  Switaarland,  Denmaiit,  HoUand^  and 
Britain  f .  I  formerly  stated  that  Melville  studied 
under  faitn,  and  that  on  his  return  to  his  native 

*  Bacon,  who  was  anxjom  to  disclaiin  connection  wit  b  this 
^  lie^teric  rebel  against  Aristotle,''  ((ktoKna  Catkrgum  f)  ac- 
knowleilgei  die  merits  of  Ramus  on  this  head.  **  Metbodt»  ve- 
)ati  scientiannn  arbhiteetnra  est :  atque  bac  in  parte  melios  vtiA* 
r6it  Ramns,''  &c.  (De  Atigiti.  Scient  lib.  vi.  cap.  %) 
'  t  Btncker,  Ht«l.  ShiH»s.  into.  V.  pp.  516—581.  Bajfe^ 
Dictk  aH.  De  la  Ram^,  ^oCe  O.  Mi&leh.  Adami  Vitse  Genu. 
Philos.p.  509.  Casp.  Brantius,  Vita Jac.  Amnnii,  p.  16.  Scaliger- 
ftoa,  Thuaaa,  &c.  torn.  ii.  352,  527.  Ramos's  Logic  was  pre« 
leeted  on  atCambriclge  in  1590.  (DilHngfaanH  Vita  Chadertont 
et  Usserii,  p.  15.)  And  various  editions  of  his  works  were  publish^ 
ed  in  England  before  the^ear  1600.  (Ames,  bj  Herbert^ JKMff)^*^ 
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ctmnbry,  he  inttocbeed  liis  master's  aystem  ^f  X^iOgie 
into  the  university  of  Glasgow  *.  It  oontuMiiad  t«  b« 
taught  there  under  Im  successor,  Patrick  Sbai^it* 
At  St  Andrews,  however,  it  mA  with  the  WMt  4e* 
termined  resistance.  It  is  a  striking  proof  ^  tt^ 
aseoidaiiey  whieh  the  name  ci  Aristotle  had  gained 
over  the  human  nnnd,  that  his  philosophy  continued 
long  to  maintain  its.gnound  in  the  greater  port  o£ 
die  jnrotestant  schods.  When  Luther  had  attackcMl 
it  with  his  usual  vehanence,  his  colleague  Mdanchi^ 
thon  interposed  for  its  protecticm.  From  attaehmmt 
to  it,  the  memheis  of  the  Academy  of  Geneva  r^Wr 
ed  to  admit  Ramus  into  their  number,  during  &e 
time  tJiat  Melville  resided  in  that  city  X.  It  y9b»^ 
not  until  the  year  1583,  that  the  General  AssemUy 
of  the  chui^  of  Scotland  gave  public  warning  against 
sratiments  eversive  of  rdigion  omtained  in  books 
which  were  put  into  the  hands  of  all  the  yxmth  §» 
And  twenty  years  after  every  vestige  of  papal  au- 
thority had  been  abolished  in  the  University  of  St 
Andrews,  Melville  had  almost  excited  a  tumult  in  it 
by  calling  in  question  the  in&Uilriility  of  »  Heatheii> 
philosopher.  But  he  ultimately  succeeded  in  efibct' 
ing  a  reform  on  the  philosophical  creed  at  St  An- 
drews ||.  RoUock,  who  became  a  oonvert  to  the  new 
philosophy,  introduced  it  into  the  College  of  £din- 

*  See  ftbove  voL  i.  pp.  23,  72. 
t  RiTett  Opera,  torn.  lii.  p.  897. 

X  Bezse  Epistolse,  epp.  34,  3^.  Bniotius,  Vka  Anmmi,  pp,. 
«1,22. 

J  Petrie,  P*  u.  p.  439. 
II  See  above,  toL  U  p.  i59. 

U2 
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burgh,  in  which  it  continued  long  to  be  taught  *« 
The  writings  of  Aristotle  were  not,  however,  ba^ 
ni^ed  ircHan  our  universities,  and  his  authority  ap- 
pears to  have  revived  at  St  Andrews  after  Melville's, 
rra&oval  f  • 

Theological  learning  made  great  advancement 
during  this  period.  Formerly  no  commentary  on 
Scripture,  and  no  collection  of  Sermons,  had  appear- 
ed in  Scotland.  This  blank  was  now  filled  up  by  the 
writings  of  RoUock  and  Bruce.  The  former  pub^ 
Ushed  commentaries  on  the  most  of  the  New  Tes^ 
tamenty  and  on  some  parts  of  the  Old,  which  were 
qpeklily  r^rinted  on  the  continent,  with  warm  re^ 
commendations  byBeza  and  other  foreign  divines  |i 
They  are  not  distinguished  for  critical  leaning  (al^ 
diough  they  contain  occasional  remarkit  on  the  ori^-^ 
nal)  nor  do  they  discover  deep  research ;  but  they  are 
perspicirous,  Suddnet,  and  judiciou&    RoUock's  trea^ 

*  Adamsoni  Prefat.  In  Fermsei  AoaL  Epist.  ad  RoinaiiOB« 
Crawfiird'8  Hist,  of  tiniv.  of  £din.  pp.  58—60.  Bower's  Hist 
Tbi.  i*  Append.  No.  iii.  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  mentions  an  earljr 
editioti  of  Ramos's  Logit  bj  one  of  dnr  countrjroen :  ^  Rolandnt 
Mackilmenseas  Scotns,  P.  Rimi  Dialeeticsc  libri  doo.  Lond« 
1576.  8vo.''  (be  Script  Scot  p.  152.)  *'  RoHandos  Makilmane 
Nov!  Collegii^  was  htoreated  at  St  Andrews,  Feb.  10.  1569. 
Editions  of  the  Dialcctka  were  printed  at  Edinbbr^  as  late  as' 
1437  and  1640. 

t  William  Forbes  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Edinburgh)  who 
taught  as  a  regent  in  King^s  College  at  the  beginning  of  the  ITtb 
century,  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the  Aristotelian  phitosopbjTi 
(Bayle,  Diet*  art.  Forbes,  Guil.) 

X  Belays  recommendation  was  conveyed  in  a  letter  to  John 
Johnston,  and  is  prefixed  to  '*  Tractatus  de  Vocalion^s-^Authore 
Hoberto  RoUoco  Scoto*  Ediobnfgi  1597^^' 
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tise  Oil  JS(j^eetual  Calling  is  a  compiendidus  systen^ 
of  divinity,  and  affords^  a  faTOuraUe  spmmen  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  executed  this  part  of  his  acade- 
mical lectures.  It  shews,  among  other  things^  that 
his  understanding  was  not  led  asbray  by  adm^ratiotib 
t)f  -the  Ramean  logic,  and  tliat  he  did  not  su^r  a 
supi^rstitious  or  pedantic  tegard  to  methodistic  rules 
to  usurp  the  place  of  good  sense  in  the  arrangement 
and  communication  of  his  ideas.  His  sermons, 
which  were  published  from  notes  taken  by  some  of 
his  faearen^  exhibit  him  in  a  very  amiaUe  light,  as 
^^  condescencting  to  men  id  ijow  estate/'  and  keeping 
sacredly  in  view  the  pn^t  eujl  of  pre»phii)g»  the 
instruction  and  salvation  of  the  people,  and  not  the 
display  <^  the  learning,  the  ingenuity,  or  the  ek^ 
^uence  of  die  preacher  *.    Bruce  was  a  man  of  a 

^  ^  Certaioe  Sermons  vpon  aeverall  places  of  the  E^les  of 
Paul.  Pleached  be  M.  .Bobert  Bollock— Edinb.  1599/'  The 
epistle  **  To  the  Christiaoe  Reader*'  prefixed  to  these  Sermons, 
was  probably  written  by  James  Melfille,  who  subscribes^  the 
Scottish  Sonnets  which  follow  it* 

Thy  diuine  Doctor  deirest  now  is  deid» 
Thy  peirles  Freicher  now  hes  plaide  his  paijf 
Thy  painfull  Fa^or,  quha  in  lone  did  leid 
Thy  little  lambes  with  swmt  and.  tender  hart, 

Hes  dreed  his  dayes  with  sair  and  bitter  smart, 
To  purchase  pleasand  profit  unto  thee. 
His  words,  hu  warks,  his  wayes^  his  vertoes  gac^       \ 
Thee  get  this  gaine  of  great  felicitie. 

Bollock,  by  his  testament,  appointed  such. of  his  iniuivscripts 
as  should  he  thought  worthy  of  publication  to  be  dedioMed  to  his 
friend  Sir  William  Scot  of  £lie,  Director  of  the  Chancery. 
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stmDgerttind  thatn  Boltodk.  His-setHums,  partis 
cularly  those  ob  tite  «aersmeiits,  are  lAoce  dabbrntely 
eomp^sed)  ifiore  docttinid  aaid  aiguiteeritetive,  moi^ 
ealculttMd  to  lead  ^  on  to  pwfeetkm"  tbose  nrho  $x^ 
akeflidy  grdunded  in  the  ]iana|)ies  of  rdigiw,  att4 
^boee  «piriitml  «enses  aire  ^  exercked  to  discen  be* 
tween  good  and  eviL"  He  poesested  at  the  sarao 
time  die  ifooulty  of  maldng  himself  underrtood  oa 
4lie  moftt  i&tricate  aubjeets,  and  hia  sermoiia  dk^ 
eov^theiBame  vnetion  «rhich  reoomm^Ud  thdse 
^  bis  pious  oalles^e^.  RoUadi's  manner  ib 
^epnipit  ^as  mddt  afecAkaate,  and  wmning: 
^Bniee'a  was  solemn,  impressiTe^  and  oomtoandiBg ; 
^ndj,  to  sspfky  to  hia  sermons  the  reverse  t>f  iJ^e  %i^ 
i3f  \4iicb  one  of  his  hearers  deaciihed  hia  ^ycisi^ 
^'  every  ise^enee  wm  like  a  belt  dbot  firom  h/^ymJ' 
It  is  commonly  supposed  that  the  public  discourses 
of  the  presbyterians  at  l^ia  tine  were  protraeted 

Scot  wrtk  to  Be? 4  of  Trocbrig  at  Savmur :  (Editu  Mar.  3. 1609,) 
*'  Please  to  receive  Rol locus  prajers  as  he  utterit  then  in  pulpit 
before  and  after  sermons.— -I  am  presently  in  band  with  Rollocus 
sermons  on  John^s  £rjing0i.«>-«-I  wdl  «anieady  request  you  to  cause 
print  In  one  greait  volume -^1  RoUocw  LatiAe  m^rius^'*  Speaking 
of  Boyd's  works,  be  adds:  ^  iftbey  wcffs  in  lUi cfOOtry,  as  I 
did  to  Rolloous,  their  pritttMg  skwild  be  m  limrgaH  f«il»^'  (Let- 
Ur  in  Wodtow'i)  Life  of  Robert  Boyd,  p.  42»  MS8.  to),  v.) 

*  Bruce^s  Five*  Sermons  4m  the  Sacranirat  irose  fi'inted  at 
Edinbvrgk  hf  fiobeit  Watdegrw^ia  i590(  aad  4iis  miscellaoe- 
008  sermons  came  from  tbo  same  pi«a«  in  X591«  Botfb.'  volumes, 
as  well  as  a  number  of  Rollock^s  treatises,  were  afterwards  trans- 
lated ioFto  £«^isfa»  I«  ^Ireir  mginal  fom  they  ore  co^to^  as 
specimens  of  oompositioa  4ii  t^  Soottt^  kmgvm^  within  a  few 
years  %f4;h6itimo  at  wiriok  it  ^wos  gottendfy  kid  aside  by  aiakil. 
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to  a  tedious  length.  The  facts  which  have  come  tp 
my  knoirtddge  lead  to  an  oppoi^  oondusion ;  and  I 
Imire  no  dnifat  diat  the  practice  referred  to  was  iQ- 
trodueed  at  a  lat^  pmod  *. 

The  attention  now  paid  to  the  learned  languages 
In  all  our  coU^asi  laid  tl»s  fouiklation  for  the  critical 
^tvdy  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
the  disputes  in  which  the  ministers  were  involved^ 
and  the  hardships  whidi  many  of  them  suffered, 
shmild  have  diverted  them  from  this  study  at  a 
time  what  individuals  had  heg$3k  to  cultivate  it  with 
enthusiasm.  Among  these  Robert  Wallace,  minis* 
t&  oi  St  Andrews  and  afterwards  of  Tranent,  de- 
serves to  be  particularized  f .  The  only  work  which 
Patridc  Sharp,  principal  of  the  College  of  Glasgow, 
left  behind  him  does  not  afford  a  proof  of  those 
literary  acquirements  whidi  it  is  known  he  possess- 
ed \.    Me  was  the  teaeh^  of  John  Cameron,  whone 

*  Bamet  says  that  Bishop  Forbes  of  Edinburgh  had  **  a 
strange  facaltjr  of  preaching  five  or  six  hours  at  a  time.^*  (Hist* 
4>fhi8  own.Times^  i.  27.)  But  the  folio  wing  extract  will  shew 
that  Forbes^s  tediousness,  even  if  hen  not  carried  to  this  extreme, 
gave  ofience  tafais  brethren  At  an  early  period.  *'  The  said  daje 
Mr  WiUeaose  fbrbes  regent  exorcesit,  ^^a  was  comended,  bat 
censurit  becaus  he  techit  two  hours.  Na  additione,  becaus  of  the 
hour  waapasi''  (Becerd  of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  Nov. 
1.  1W5.)  Speaking  of  Bruoe,  I^ivingsten  says:  **  He  was 
both  in  public  and  private  very  short  in  prayer  with  otbers«-rI 
have  heard  bin  say,  he  ha^  wearried  when  others  have  been 
longsome  in  prayer.'*  (Charact.  art  Mr  Robert  Bruce.) 

t  CasaoboniEpistolfBy^b  Alniel.p..669«    . 

t  **  Doctrinse  Christians^  brevis  explicatio*  Authore  Patricio 
Scharpioi  Theologise  professore  in  Academia  Glascveose.    £din- 
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^(dkmi^y  in  Greek  literature  .exdted  afitonidi^ 
ment  on  the  contiiient,  aud  .whom  bidiop  Hall 
pronounced  ^'  the  most  learned  man  e?er  Scotknd 
produced  *."  Cameron,  wasa  subtle  theok^^an,  and 
displayed  much  critical  acumen  in.the  interpretatioa. 
i£  t^e  Scriptures.  He  viaa.  not  nn^e  distinguish.^ 
ed  by  his  writingi^  than  by  the  ciroumstanee  o£ 
his  haying  formed  the  opinions  of  Amyiald»  who 
divided  the  French  protestants  on  the  pouE^t  of 
Universal  Grace*  and  of  CapeUus,  who  attained 
to  great  celebrity  as  the  founder  of  a  new  school 
in  HelH^ew  philology  and  oatidsm  *f .  Robert 
Boyd  of  Trochrig  was  a  oontempbrary  of  Cameron, 
and  like  him  taught  both  in  the  academies  of 
France  and  of  his  native  country  t-  His  Pre- 
lections on  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  contain 
some  good  critical  remarks,  as  well  as  many  elo- 
quent passages;  and  it  i9  to  be  rc^pretted  that  he 

bvrgi  Exqttdebat  Hpbectvs  Walde-graue,  1599.^^  8vo»  Pp.  287t 
Tbis  is  an  expUcation  of  the  three  first  chapters  of  GeoesU*  tha 
Apostles^  Creed»  JqstitotioQ  of  the  Lord^s  Supper,  Decalogue  aod 
Lord's  Frayer.  .        , 

^Capelli  Icon.  Joan*  Cameronis,  ptef.  Oper.  Geney«  1642*^ 
In  1598  Joannea  Cameroun  was  lapiaated  at  Glasgow,  and  in 
}3^9  be,  was  Adniitted  one  of  the  regents.  . 

t  Lewis  Capell  to  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  Sept.  15. 1618.  (Wo4- 
Tow-s  /Life  of  Bobert  Boyd,  p.  80.)  Biveti  opera,  X^m*  m» 
p.  896. 

t*'  Boliertus  Boyd^'  was  lanreated  at  Edinburgh  in  1595^ 
To  his  signature  in  the  Alhum  js  added,  in  another  band,  ^  MiaF. 
verb,  in  Gallia  po9tea  pfof.  thepl«.et  primariuji  Acad.  Ghsgt 
deinEdinb,"  , 
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slnniM^Y^  rendered  tbe  work  heavy  and  re{>iilBive. 
bj  indulging,  according  to  a  pructice  t^ien  eommod 
among  the  continental  commentators,  in  long  di-» 
gressions,  fcv  the  sake  of  illustrating  general  doctrine!) 
smd  dcfteitttining  the  c6ntroversies  ci  the  time.  The 
Hebrew  knguage  being  now  regularly  taught  ift 
ail  our  universities,  sevend  individuals  attained  to 
pt€&ci^ncf  in  it  *.  Piatriek  Simson  acquired  it  in 
his  fM  agef ;  and  his  brother,  William  Simsonf, 
undeirtook  to  explain  one  of  the  abstrusest  parts  of 
its  philoh^,  in  the  first  work  on  Hebrew  literature 
whklpappeared  in  Sieotlandij:. 

. .  ^  W6dro.«r^a  Life  of  John  ScrimgfT,  ^  IS.  aii4  Livingston'i 
Charact.  artf  William  Aird.  In  the  Nova  Flio4*tio  of  ^Dg'« 
College,  ^nd  it^  the  Charter  of  Mariscb^l  College,  Aberdeen,  it  is 
jDrdained  that  the  Principal  shall  be  skilled  in  {lebrew  ^d  Svriac, 
vrbich  the  patrons  wished  to  propagate. 

t  Archibald  Simsoo^s  Xiife  of  Patrick  Simsoii,;  AIS^  ia  ths 
Advocates*  Library. 

%  **  Gul.  Simpsoans  edidit  breves  et  perspicuas  Regulas  de  Ac- 
ceatibas  Hebraicis.  12mo.  Londinj,  l6l^.'*  (Sibbald  De  Script. 
Scot.  p.  7«)  This  m^ork  (which  I  have  not  seen)  is  also  men* 
tioned  in  the  Epistk  Dedicatory  to  **  The  Destiuction  of  inbred- 
corruption,  or  the  Christian's  warfare  against  his  bosome  enemy— 
by  Mr  Alexander  Symsoii  kte  minister  of  God's  word  at  Mertoa 
in  Scotland,  Lond.  1644.*'^  12mo.  The  reader  may  be  pleased 
fo  see  the  following  extract  from  that  dedication,  **  The  Author 
(Alexander  Symson)  was  the  last  branch  of  that  goodly  vine 
that  overspread  the  wholfD  If^od^:  his  father,  Master  Andrew 
Symson,  minister  of  Dunbar,  being  one  of  the  first  that  opposed 
Popery,  (under  whom  some  of  the  ancient  Nobilitie,  and  many  of 
the  Gentry  and  Clergy  6f  Scotland  were  educated,  of  whom  not 
a  few  proved  worthy  Instruments  for  the  advancement  of  Goda 
glory  in  Church  and  Common-wealth)  :  As  his  Brothers,  Master 
Matthew  who  died  young ;  Blaster  Fatrickf  Minitlcr  of  Strivel* 
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Tlie  Jffiercgij/pMcu  *  of  Ardiibald  Simson,  whu^ 
treat  of  the  different  brftnches  (^natural  histcny 
m^ntioved  in  Scripture,  shew  tlie  leapinng  of  the 
iluitbcHT  9  but  hi$  £uiey  led  him,  in  this  aa  Wjell  as  in 
^'  other  works,  to  ex{mtiate  in  the  fidd  of  aUe- 
C^ryf.    The  works  of  Patrick  Simson  cwtain  a 

mgf  who  wrote  TA€  Huioty  tfthe  Churchy  tbrioe  priated  %  Mas- 
ter WUiiaip,  Miiibter  of  J^mbarton,  who  wrote  De  Hebraicis 
,Accentibtis^  Master  Archibald,  Minister  of  Dalkeith,  who  wrote 
^i  tbc  Creation^  Chrtsts  seven  words  on  the  Crosse^  Samsons  seven 
^ks  ff  haire^  The  seven  FenitentiaU  Fsaknes^  Hierogfyphka 
ommalium  terrestrmm^  Sfc.  witii  a  Chromck  ^  Scetland/%n  Latirw, 
not  yet  printed  ^  Master  Abraham,  Minister  of  Norham.*' 

*  **  Hieroglyph  ica  Animalivm  Terrestrivm,  Volatilium,  &€• 
quse  in  Scripturis  Sacris  inveniuntur.— Per  Archibaidum  Sim- 
'sonum  Dalketbensis  Ecclesi^e  Paetorem.  £din.  1622.*'  4to.  The 
first  part  is  confined  to  Animals.  The  second  and  third  parts, 
which  treat  of  Fowls  and  Fishes,  appeared  in  1623.  Aod  in 
1624,  that  which  relates  to  Reptiles  and  Insects  followed,  under 
the  name  of  **  Tonivs  Secvndvs.*' 

f  Drummond,  the  poet,  appears  to  have  been  pleased  with  tbe 
'allegorical  writings  of  Sjmson  ^  as  he  has  encomiastic  verses  at 
the  beginning  of  several  of  them.  The  following  are  prefixed  to 
**  Heptameron.  The  Sevin  Dayes— Bj  M.  A.  Symson,  Minister 
at  l!)alkeith,  Sanct- Andrews  Printed  by  Edward  Kaban^  Print- 
er to  the  Universitie.  1621/*  sm.  8vo. 

Grod  binding  with  hid  Tendons  this  great  ALIi^ 
Did  make  a  LVTE,  which  had  all  parts  it  gioeo : 
This  LVTES  round  Bellie  was  the  azur'd  Heauen  j 
The  Rose  those  Lights  which  He  did  there  install : 

The  Basses  were  the  Earth  and  QceaiB : 
Tiie  Treble  shrill  the  Aire :  tbe  otbeir  Strings, 
The  vnlifce  Bodies,  were  of  jnixed  thiojgs ; 
And  tittn  His  Hand  tp  breaki  sjfeete  ^tes  began 
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^cdnet  History  of  the  C^ristiaa  Chwch»  writt^a 
in  a  style  wfai<^»  tliwgh  not  c<Mrreet»  is  sj^ted,  and 
breathes  a  classical  air.  Robert  Post,  whose  leBsn^ 
ing  was  varieua^  had  paid  particular  attention  to 
the  study  of  Sacred  Chrottol<^»  which  he  iUustratr 
ed  IB  several  trei^ses  *•  Alexander  Hume,  of 
whom  we  have  ^ok^si  as  a  gramtnarian*  eat^ed 
the  lists  as  a  polemieal  writer  agfMSt  memb^s 
Wth  of  the  Romish  «id  of  the  EngUdi  Church  f. 

Tjboae  Itit^tie  Coticords  dki  60  farre  leh^Qod^ 
That  Floods,  Rocks,  Meadows,  Forrests  did  them  heare ; 
Birdsy  Fishes,  Beasts  dancM  to  their  siluer  sound, 
Oniie  to  tli$m  Man  had  a  deafoed  Fare* 

Now  him  to  rouse  irooi  »ksepe  so  deepe  and  iocgt 
Coil  w^ik^ned  iiatb  the  JEccho  of  this  Song. 

\V,D. 

*  ^' A  NeweTiCfitiae  of  the  right  Beckoning  of  yearee  aod 
a^es  of  the  Wor|d-r  ^y  ^^*  Robert  Pont  an  aged  Pastour  of  the 
ILirkof  Scotiandl^Edin.  15§9.'*  This  is  different  from  his 
i¥ork  "  De  Sabbaticorum  annorum  periodis.  -Lond.  1619/* 
.Charters  ateo  asoribes  to  him  **  Cfaronologiam  de  Sabbatis, 
Xood.  1626.*'  His  Bon,  TimQihy  Pont^  was  of  great  as- 
*8JstaiX>eia  drawing,  up  the  deacriptioo  and  maps  of  Scotland 
.which  aj^ared  in  Bieau's  Atlas.  (Memor*  Balfomiana,  pp.  6. 
36.)  '*  Mr  Timodiie  pont  mio'  of  Dwnet,**  and  *'  Mr  Zacharie 
.poot  min'  of  B^Wftr  Wattin,*'  in  Caithness,  occur  in  the  Books 
jgf  Aasignatioii  and  Jifodificfetion  of  Stipends  for  the  jcars  1601-^ 

t  At  account  of  bis  o^ntron^ray  with  Dr  Adam  Hill*  on  tbe 
'Altidio  fif  the  Creed  coBceming  Chriat's  desert  into  Ht^^  may 
be  seen  in  W*Qd*s  Athens^,  by  JBliss,  i.  a22-*'4.  The  following 
rcixtfikcts  ratUte  to  his  Bejomder^  or  secosd  book  agiunat  Hill. 
♦*  5  F;e«»y.  15ft3.  The.5«»'*«  appointis  tbair  bwAker  M.  »o^  Bal- 
lock  and  M.  Jo*  Dauidsoua  to  syt  the  book  writtin  be  M«  Ale3L^ 
Home  concerning  that  part  of  the  creit  He  discendit  to  hell,  and 


«16  LIFE  OP  ANDREW  MELVILLEJ 

And  John  Howieson  composed  an  elaborate  answer 
to  Bellarmine,  the  redoubted  and  far-famed  cham- 
pion of  Rome  ♦. 

The  most  learned  of  the  divines  who  embraced 
episcopacy  receiyed  their  education  during  this 
period.  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse,  the  relation  and 
scholar  of  MelviUe-f,  and  who  afterwards  becan^ 
Hshop  of  Aberdeen,  wrote  an  able  defence  of  the 
calling  of  the  ministers  of  the  Reform^  Churches, 
and  a  commentary  on  the  Revelation.  The  dis- 
courses of  William  Cowper,  minister  of  Perth  and 
afterwards  bishop  of  Galloway,  ar^  superior  to  perhaps 
any  sermons  of  that  age.  A  vein  of  practical  piety 
runs  through  all  his  evangelical  instructions ;  the 
gtyle  is  remarkable  for  ease  and  fluency ;  and  the 
illustrations  are  often  striking  and  happy.  His 
residence  in  England,  during  some  years  of  the 
early  part  of  his  lifjp^  piay  have  given  him  tb^t 

to  report  y»  judgement  ^^  xii**  of  this  InsUnU"  ♦<  12**  Fe*^ 
1593.- .  the  said  brether  reporting  j'  judgements  of  tbe  suffici- 

encie  of  y^  wark  bes  approoit  y*  same,  and  finds  it  may  be  prentiu*' 
(Record  of  Presb.  of  Edinburgh.)  His  book  against  the  Roman 
Catholics  is  entitled  '*  Of  the  Trve  and  Catholik  meaning  of  oar 
Saniour  bis  words  this  is  roj  bodie— by  Alexander  Hvme  Mais- 
ter  of  the  high  Schoole  of  Edinbargb.  £din.  1602.'*  A  collec- 
tion of  practical  treatises  on  Conscience^  &c«  Lond.  1594«  is  also 
ascribed  to  him.  Wood,  ot  sup.  Ames  by  Herbert,  p.  1515. 

*  Buik  of  Univ.  Kirk,  f.  20l.  He  is  the  author  of  a  ti«atife 
on  Conscience,  £din«  1600.  (Wood  and  Charters.) 

t  MeWille^s  Diary,  p«  122.  Garden,  Vita  Joannis  Forbesil ; 
jNrefix.  Oper.  Wodrow's  Life  of  Patrick  Forbea  of  Corse,  p.  2. 
MSS.vol.  ii. 
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command  of  the  English  languiige  hy  which  hit 
writings  air^  distinguished^.  Archhidiop  Spots^ 
wood's  History  of  the  Church  of  Scotkud  was  com-* 
posed  at  a  period  eo&siderably  Liter ;  but  as  I  have 
been  under  the  neisessity  of  repeatedly  calling  in 
question  its  accuracy,  I  may  take  this  opportunit|! 
of  saying,  thats  as  a  composition,  it  is  h^Uy  cr^t^ 
able  to  the  talents  of  the  author,  and  is  as  mucb 
supimor  to  the  historical  collections  of  Calderwood 
ill  point  of  style  and  arrangement^  as  it  is  inferior 
to  them  iir  rkhness  and  variety  of  materiak. 

The  progress  of  our  literature  during  fhis  pe* 
nod  is  very  discernible  in  the  department  of  juris^ 
prudence.  Besides  his  editicm  of  the  acts  of  par^ 
liament  ftom  the  reign  of  James  L  Sir  John  Sken^ 
llie  Clerk  Register,  published  fc»r  the  first  time»  in 
Latin  and  in  English,  a  collection  of  the  laws  and 
eonstitutions  of  our  elder  princes.  .Whatever  ojpi-^ 
nioh  may  be  Entertained  as  to  the  title  which  somel 
of  these  have  to  be  considered  as  Originally  belong- 
ing to  the  Scottish  code,  or  as  to  the  pc^riod  at  whidh 
others  of  them  we)re  enacted,  it  must  be  acknow* 
ledged  that  the  labours  of  the  publisher  were  merit- 
orious and  valuablci.  He  had  travelled  in  Norway^ 
^Denmark,  and  adjacent  countries  f ;  and  the  know- 
ledge which  he  acquired  of  the  northern  languages! 

•  Life  of  Bjsbop  CoWper,  prefixed  to  his  Works,  Lond.  162S* 
foL  He  was  bora  in  the  year  1568,  and  entered  the  university 
of  8t  Andrews  in  1580.  (Dikaiologie,  p.  108.)  He  was  ad- 
mitted roiniBter  of  Perth,  Oct.  5.  1595.  (Extracts  from  Rec* 
of  Kirk  Session  of  Perth,  by  Rev.  Mr  Scott.) 

t  Sibbaldi  Bibl.  Scot.  p.  134. 
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euttoms  enabled  biin  to  throw  l%ht  on  the  aix« 
dmt  laws  and  legal  usages  of  Scotland,  both  in  his 
tooitise  De  Ferbarmm  Significatknet.9cA  in  his 
Botes  on  the  Regiam  Moje&tatem  *.  Sir  Thomas 
Craig  was  a«  much  superior  to  Skene  in  vigour  of 
lliiiid  and  in  acquahitance  with  die  prindples  of 
kw,  as  he  was  inferior  to  him  in  the  knowledge 
if  tint  ucient  statutory  and  confttetudinary  laws  o£ 
ioM  country  f.  His  book  De  FeudU  was  the  first 
ssgular  treatise  on  law  composed  in  Scotland.  It 
is  written  with  great  elegance  and  in  a  jdiilosophi* 
ad  spirit ;  and  the  author  of  such  a  mastca*ly  per- 
Svmanbe  could  not  Ml,  during  his  long  practice  at 
tlie  bar,  to  rake  the  eharacter  of  the  piofessicm^  and 
to  diAise  enlightened  and  liberal  Tielneefamdng  his 
farethrM.     William  Wellwood,  who  i?as  not  ]^» 

*  When  the  Regtdm  Majatatem  was  pul  |f  prefts,  ^'  fiodpof 
aon  80  meit  as  Mr  James  Carmicheali  minister  at  Baddiogtoune 
•—to  examine  and  espy  and  correct  such  errors  and  fanlts  jrin  as 
tsuallie  occnres  in  everj  ptng  that  first  comis  from  the  presse,*'  the 
Lords  of  PriYy  Council  applied  to  his  prosbyCerj  to  ditpenae  with 
his  absence  from  his  charge,  ^  the  spaf»  of  tiya  Asonethls  or  there* 
hy^^  (Letter  to  the  presbyterie  of  badingtoooe  ^  Oct.  13.  1608* 
in  Lord  Hadington^s  Coll.)  There  is  a  poem  by  Carmichael  at 
Ihe  end  of  the  Scotch  translation  of  the  work. 
.  f  Craig  has  ocrtainly  failed  in  illoslratiii^  Ibf  pe«ii]i«r  form 
which  the  feudal  law  had  assumed  in  Scotland  ^  and  in  referring 
to  ancient  laws,  and  to  decisions  anterior  to  his  own  practice,  be 
proceeds  usually  on  the  information  of  his  older  brethren.  But  per^ 
hap»  the  censures  which  a  late  writer  has  pronounced  on  him  are  too 
summary  and  indiscriminate.  The  charge  of  ignorance  brought 
against  him,  on  the  head  of  the  civil  law  being  taught  in  this 
country,  will,  I  apprehend,  turn  out  on  examination  to  be  uufound- 
ed.     (Bosses  Lectures  on  the  Law  of  Scotland,  voU  ii«  p.  9») 


LIFE  OF  AKBEfiW  MELVILLE.  S19 

touted  to  continue  his  lectures  on  law  at  St  Aoh 
diews,  publii^ed  several  useful  and  omipesdioiis 
treatkes^  which  entitle  him  to  a  ^ace  among  tba^ 
juridical  writers  of  the  age«  His  Paialld  eadiibita 
a  cl^r  view  of  the  {K)ints  of  resemblance  b^wecft 
tile  Jewish  and  Boman  codee^  hut  unaeeeaipwio 
ed  with  tefleotioiis^.  Histifaot  on  Ecdeaastical 
Brooesses  may  be  viewed  as  the  first  i^ieeimen  of  a 
Form  of  Ptoeess^  tdiich  the  Church  of  Scotland 
did  not  as  yet  possess  f.  His  Abridgement  of  Sea* 
laws  has  the  moit  df  being  the  first  regular  treatise 
<m  maritime  jurisprudence  which  appeared  in  Aritais^ 
and  led  him  to  take  part  in  a  controversy  vdiidt 
called  forth  the  talentd  and  enlditira  of  a  GfoCiui 
and  a  Selden  %* 
The  name  of  Wellwood  is  also  connected  with 

*  ^*  Iytis  DiYini  lydsBorum,  ac  Ivris  Civilis  Romanorvm  Par- 
allela.— Avthore  Gvillelmo  Velvod.  Lvgd.  Bat.  1594.^'  4to. 

f  Its  title  has  been  given  above,  (p.  119.)  It  was  intended  to 
distinguish  between  the  forms  of  procedure  used  in  civil  courts 
and  those  which  ought  to  be  used  in  church  courts-^as  to  cita- 
tions—the mode  of  trial—- and  appeals. 

X  •*  An  Abridgment  of  all  Sca-lawes :— By  William  WeU 
wood,  professor  of  the  Ciuill  Lawe.  London.  1613.'^  4to«  It  was 
reprinted,  but  without  the  author^s  name,  by  Maljnes,  in  his  Lex 
Mercatoria^  Lond.  1686.  The  Latin  edition  of  this  Abridge- 
ment, whkh  appears  to  have  been  published  before  1613, 
I  have  not  seen*  That  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  contro- 
verted question  was  re-published  under  the  following  title  :  *'  De 
Dominio  Maris,— >Co8mopoli,  Excudebat  G«  Fonti-siluitis  16^ 
Calend.  Januar.  16l^.'^  4to.  An  edition  of  it  was  printed  at 
the  Hague  in  1663  ;  and  in  the  course  of  that  year  tbere  appear- 
ed an  answer  to  it  by  Theod.  J.  F,  Graswlnckel,  a  Dutch  law- 
yer, who  wrote  against  the  Mare  Ckusum  of  Selden. 
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ihe  progress  of  phyncs  and  the  acts.  He  possessied 
W  inquisitive. mind ;  and  in  all  his  disquisitions 
we  can  tface  a  commendable  desire  to  eonvert  his 
knowledge  to  the  good  oi  mankind^.  While 
he  taught  mathematics  at  St  AndrewiSi  he  obtained 
inwstgoYenuiient  a  patent  for  a  new  mode  of  raising 
water  with  fiudlity  from  wells  and  low  grounds  f . 
He  afterwards  published  an  aoeount  of  his  plan,  and 
of  the  principles  upon  which  he  calculated  that  it 
would  produce  the  intended .  effect.  This  publica^ 
Hon  is  a  curious  specimen  of  the  state  in  whidi  tl|e 
science  of  hydraulics  was  at  that  time,  and  of  those 
experiments  by  which  its  true  principles  came  fo 
be  gradually  discovered  and  applied  t.    The  qhro* 

.  *  He  was  the  aothor  of  a  treatise  of  practical  theofogy  :  ^'  An 
Domiuidarvfii  Pert^batioVivm  ex  sob  t^ei  verbo  quasi  tMnscripto 
coQstnicta.  Avtbore  Gvilielmo  Velvod.  Middelbvrgi,  159V' 
8vo.  pp.  62.    The  Dedication  to  John,  Earl  of  Ca^silis,  '<  Col. 

lej^iad  Atadreap'olin  quod  SaluatoriaiiTun^  cognominant  Patro- 
ns," is  dated  "  Ex  Academia  Abdreana,  Caled.  Maijs.  1594." 

f  **  Knawing  alsua  that  the  advancement  of  curious  and  qoictc 
spreittis  jat  heirtofoir  hes  be  their  sin^Iare  ingj^ne  inventit-^ 
onjr  perfyct  art  or  ^euise— ^is  gretelie  to  be  helpit,  fanonrd  and 
aupportit— 4hairfor  vndeif standing  yat  bis  hienes  belouit  clerkis 
Mr  W"**Walwode  and  Mr  Johne  geddj— -hes  be  yair  a  win  sin* 
Ifolar  moyen  nftturall  Industrie  curious  Ingjnis  and  knawledge  In 
science^  InVedtit-T-an  easie  perfiteand  suddane  way  of  eleoatioun 
of  walteris  odt  of  6oill  pottis  sinku  and  vtherls  low  places,  heir^ 
tofoir  Aeuir  hard  or  at  the  Hest  beuir  put  In  practize  wtthin  this 
bis  bienes  lealme,  &c.  Gevand  license  &c.*'  Nor.  13.  1577. 
(Kecol-d  of  Privy  Seal,  vol,  44.  f.  116.) 

J  **  Gvilielnii  Velvod  De  AqVa  in  altum  per  fistulas  plum- 
beas  facile  exprimenda  apologia  demonstratiua.  Edlnborgi  Apod 
Alexandrum  Arbutbnetum,  Typographum  Regium,  1582/*  Sir 
leaves  in  ^to.  The^  dedication  is  dated  '*  Andreapoli  pridle  nonas 
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nidogieal  works  of  Robert  Pont  confirm  the  testi- 
monies borne  to  his  skill  in  mathematics  and  astron- 
omy*. But  the  individual  who  left  all  his  coa^ 
temporaries  &r  behind  him  in  such  pursuits,  and 
who  reflected  the  highest  honour  on  his  country, 
was  jFohn  Naper  of  Merchiston,  the  inventor  of 

Nooembrist  1582.**     Pftfixed  to  it  is  a  cojiy  of  veryei^  bj  Mel- 
ville.    If  WeJwood  had  persevered  in  his  experimenU  he  might 
have  accidentally  made  the  discovery  which  afterwards  occnrred 
to  Galileo.  He  proposed  to  produce  the  effect  by  means  of  a  leaden 
pipe  bent  into  a  syphon  and  extended  on  the  exterior  so  as  to  dis- 
charge the  water  at  a  point  below  the  surface  of  the  well.     Hav- 
ing shot  up  the  two  extremities  of  the  pipe,  he  introduces  water 
into  both  its  legs,  by  an  aperture  at  the  upper  point  or  elbow  of  the 
syphon,  tilt  they  are  completely  full  $  and  then  closing  this  aper- 
ture with  great  exactness,  and  opening  both  ends  of  the  syphon,  he 
'maintains  that  the  water  will  flow  out  of  the  exterior,  or  longer  leg, 
as  long  as  there  is  any  in  the  well.    It  cannot,  he  argues,  flow  out 
of  the  short  leg,  for  it  has  no  head  or  difference  of  level  to  give  it 
ihe  power  of  issuing  in  that  direction  :  It  cannot  flow  out  of  both 
legs  at  the  same  time  j  for  then  it  behoved  to  separate  somewhere 
in  the  middle,  which,  according  to  him,  is  impossible,  as  nature  ab- 
hora  a  vactwm :  Therefore,  it  must  flow  out  of  the  well  by  the  long- 
er leg.   The  well  is  supposed  to  be  45  cubiti  deep  ^  for  our  author 
was  not  possessed  of  the  important  fact  that  water  will  not  rise  to  a 
height  above  33  feet.     In  other  respects  the  principles  of  his  de- 
monstration are  not  more  unscientilical  than  those  which  Galileo 
would  have  employed  sixty  years  after  the  time  of  Wellwuod.«-In 
the  year  1598»tfae  parliament  granted  to  two  individuals  the  sole 
right  of  making  certain   **  pompis  for  raising  and  forceing  of 
wateris— forth  of  mynes,  &c."     {-^ct.  Pari.  Scot.  iv.  176.) 

*  Sibbaldi  Bibl.  Scot.  p.  224.  Pont  was  the  intimate  friend 
of  the  Laird  (why  give  him  the  false  title  of  Lord^  or  the  equi- 
vocal one  of  BarvH  ?)  of  Merchiston  :— *'  honoratum  &  ap- 
prime  eruditum  amicum  nostrum  fidelero  Christi  seruum  Joannem 
NqperumJ*\  (De  Sabbaticorum  Annoium  Period  is,  per  Robert- 
nm  Pontanum,  Caledonium  Britannum,  p.  198.  A®  1619.) 
VOL.  II,  X 
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tile  Logarithmic  calculation ;  an  iiiyention»  which, 
more  than  any  other,  has  contrihuted  to  extend  the 
boundaries  of  knowledge,  and  to  multiply  discoveries 
in  all  branches  of  natural  philosophy ;  and  whid), 
at  the  same  time  that  it  estaUishes  the  author's 
claim  to  the  highest  genius,  proves  that  he  had 
devoted  himself  with  the  most  persevering  ar- 
doiu"  to  the  study  of  mathematicial  science.  Previ- 
ously, indeed,  to  his  making  his  great  discovery, 
Napier  was  well  known  to  his  countrymen  for  his  pro- 
found acquaintance  with  mathematics,  his  applica^ 
tion  of  them  to  the  improvement  of  the  arts,  and  the 
curious  and  bold  experiments  which  his  active  and 
inventive  mind  was  continually  prompting  him  to 
make  *. 

When  the  elder  Scaliger  visited  Scotland  about 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century^  it  did  not  con-, 
tain,  according  to  his  statement,  more  than  one  re- 
gular practitioner  in  Medicine.  If  we  are  to  judge 
by  this  rule,  the  science  must  have  made  great  ad- 
vancement before  the  close  of  that  century*  At  this 
time,  however,  and  down  to  a  much  later  period,  the 
mediqal  men  of  Scotland  derived  their  professional 
knowledge  almost  entirely  from  foreign  schools.  Dr 
Peter  Lowe,  who,  aft^  practising  in  various  part» 
of  the  continent,  and  being  honoured  with  the  ap- 

*  Skene,  De  Verborum  Significatlone,  voc.  Particata.  Bir- 
rel's  Diary,  p.  47.  Tilloch's  Philosophical  Magazine,  vo?.  xviiL 
p.  53  5  where  Napier's  "  Secret  Inventions'*  are  poblisbed,  ac- 
companied with  observations,  which  g6  to  prove  that  none  of  these 
inventions  are  incredible.  Dempster  says  that  Napier  dissipated' 
his  fortune  by  bis  experiments.  « 
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pointment  of  Ordinary  Surgeon  to  Heury  IV.  of 
France,  returned  to  his  native  country  before  the  year 
1598»  was  the  author  of  a  system  of  Surgery,  which 
exhibits  a  popular  view  of  the  art  of  healing  in  his 
time,  interspersed  with  descriptions  of  cases  which 
had  occurred  in  his  own  practice  *.  Dr  Duncan 
liddel,  whose  treatises  on  various  subjects  connected 
with  medicine  were  well  received  on  the  continent, 
was  prematurely  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  his  exer* 
tions  for  promoting  science  in  his  native  country  f . 
Among  the  miscellaneous  writers  of  this  period 
David  Hume  of  Godscroft,  one  of  Melville's  early 
and  most  intimate  friends,  deserves  to  be  particular- 
ly mentioned  |.    This  accomplished  and  patriotic 

*  **  The  Whole  Course  of  Cbyrvrgie— Compiled  by  Peter  Lowe 
8cotchn  AMI.  Areiiian  Dbetor  in  the  Facoltie  of  Chirurgte  in 
Paris — A^  1597.^'  In  the  Dedication  of  the  2d.  edition  to 
**  Gilbert  Primrose  Sergeant  Chinirgian  to  the  Kings  Majestie,^* 
&c.  (dated  "  from  mj  bouse  in  Glasgow  the  20  day  of  December 
1612/^)  he  says :  **  It  pleased  his  Sacred  Majestic  to  heare 
my  complainty  about  some  fourteene  years  agoe,  vpon  certaine 
abusers  of  our  Art  -—I  got  a  priuiledge  under  his  Highnesse 
privie  scale,  to  try  and  examine  ail  men  upon  the  Art  of  Chirur- 
gie*  to  discharge  &  allow  in  the  West  parts  of  Scotland  which 
were  worthy  or  unworthy  to  professe  the  same.'' 

t  FriDcipal  BlackwelPs  Memorial.  Liddelii  Apotheosis: 
Del  it.  Poet.  Scot.  ii.  550.  His  *'  Dispnt.  de  Elementis^^  was 
printed  at  Helmstad  in  1596.  An  edition  of  his  works  was  pub- 
lished by  L.  Serranus,  Logd.  fiat.  1624. 

if  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  David  Hume  of  Wedderburn,  and 
proprietor  of  Godscroft  in  Lammermuir.  In  one  of  his  Eclogues, 
he  says : 

— — -— T  baud  frustra  tot,  docte  Menalca, 
Carmina  fusa  tibi :  Late  nemus  omne  resultat 
LastitJft  ;  nimc  upilio,  niinc  ipse  bibulcus 
Per  Juga  Lamyrii^  vel  per  juga  montis  OceUL 
X  2 
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gentleman  was  extensively  acquainted  with  ancient 
and  modern  languages,  theology,  politics,  and  his- 
tory *.  His  Apologia  Basilica  is  a  refutation  of 
the  celehrated  Princeps  g£  Machiavel,  and  shews 
that  he  was  a  true  friend  to  monarchy,  although  he 
had  repeatedly  exerted  himself  to  check  its  excesses 
hy  his  sword  and  hy  his  pen.  Besides  its  gene^o- 
^cal  information,  his  History  of  the  Etouses  qf 
Douglas  and  Angus  contains  many  useful  illustra- 
tions of  puhlic  events,  and  striking  pictures  of  the 
manners  of  the  times.  Though  often  incorrect  and 
loose  iii  its  style,  it  is  written  with  much  spirit  and 
naivet^,  and  abounds  with  reflections,  serious  and 
amusing;  political,  mpral  and  religious,  which  placef 
the  happy  temper  and  virtuous  dispositions  of  the 
author  in  a  very  favourable  and  pleasing,  light 

In  the  notes  he  subjoins  the  follbiving  explanation*  **  Lamyrii 
raontes  sunt  in  provincia  M archil,  ubi  villula  scrihentis  T/ieagei*^ 
vulgo  (Sodscroft  Ocelli  montes  [Ochil  hills]  iii  Jernisi  fortbse 
iouniiientes  ad  quoriim  radices  est  Vai-acquila^yulgo  Gkneaglcsp 
ipsius  nunc  habilaculum;**  (Daphh-Amaryllii  Aothore  Davide 
Humio  Theagrio  Wedderbiirnensi*  p.  !?•  Lond.  1605*  John 
Haldane  of  Cleneagles  was  married  to  his  sister.  (Hist*  of 
Douglas  and  Angus,  ii.  ;?84«)  In  another  of  his  Works  are 
poems  bj  him  inscribed'  ''  David  Humlos  Pater*^^^**  Maria 
Jbonstona  Matcr*^ — **  Jacpbus  Jhonstonus,  El|ihistonius,  Socer^'** 
(Lvsvs  t*oetici»  pp.  $0,^3.) 

*  Speaking  of  Hume,  Mr  Pinkerton  says  :  '*  This  Writer,  who 
eoraposed  his  work  about  the  year  1630,  has  often  original  an4 
authentic  information .7,  (Hist,  of  Scotland,  i.  216.)  It  is  true 
that  Hume  lived  nearly  tot,  the  year  1630,  and  might  finish  his 
History  in  his  old  age,  but  he  was  bom  between  1550  and  1560. 
Being  the  confidential  adviser  and  agent,  as  well  as  the  kinsman, 
jq[  Archibald  (the  third  of  that  name)  £arl  of  AngaS|  be  had 


LIFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE.  325 

The  feudal  ideas,  which  were  general  in  his  age, 
and  the  aristocratic  feeling  which  he  inherited  as 
the  descendant  of  an  ancient  family,  are  frequently 
blended  with  the  principles  of  the  reformer  and 
advocate  of  political  liberty,  in  a  way  which  is  both, 
eurious  and  amusing. 

Poetry,  in  all  its  varieties,  was  zealously  cultivat- 
ed by  our  countrymen  at  this  period.  In  richness 
of  imagery  and  elegance  of  diction,  Montgomery 
unquestionably  carried  away  the  palm  from  all  his 
contemporaries  who  wrote  in  the  Scottish  dialect. 
Among  those  who  devoted  themselves  to  sacred 
poetry,  Alexander  Hume  possesses  the  greatest 
merit.  Like  most  of  the  poets  of  that  time  he  is 
very  unequal ;  but  his  versification  is  often  fluent, 
and  his  descriptions  lively  and  even  vigorous*. 
The  Crodly  Dream  of  Lady  Culros  younger  is  not 
destitute  of  fimcy  f .  James  Cockbume  is  the  au- 
ihoir  of  two  scarce  pieces,  which  discover  a  bold  but 
irregular  and  unchastised  imagination  |«    Thb  poets 

iaccess  to  the  familf  papeoB  ef  that  nobleman,  and  to  other  valuable 
sources  of  intelligence. 

*  HjniDes  or  Sacred  Songs.— Edinburgh,  1599. 

i  Of  the  same  pious  Cast  as  the  Dream^  but  inferior  to  it  in 
tiFersification,  is  *'  The  Complaint  of  a  Christian  Sovle. — Printed 
at  Edinbvrgh  by  Robert  Charters,  1610.''  4to.  C  2.  It  is  sub. 
scribed  at  the  close :  *^  M.  George  Muschet  Minister  of  the 
£yaDgeli  at  Dunning/' 

X  The  first  is  entitled  **  Gabriels  SalvUtion  to  Marie.  Made 
by  James  Cockbvime  :"  T*he  second,  ••  Jlrdas  Kisse  to  the  Sonne 
of  Marie."  The  imprint  of  each  is  **  Edinbvrgh  Printed  by 
Bobert  Chftrter,b-~A.n.  Dom.  mdcV."  4to.  The  Dedication  to 
**  Jean  H^tmmiltoncj  Ladie  Skirling,"  is  dated  **  from  Cambus- 
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of  Scotland  anticipated  their  sovereign^  tecessii^ii 
to  the  throne  of  England  by  adopting  the  language 
of  that  kingdom,  ^nd  their  early  efforts  of  this  kind 
were  very  flattering.  When  Melville  was  removed 
from  Scotland,  Dmmmond  of  Hawthomden  had  but 
recently  finished  his  academical  studies  *,  and,  aa 

nethane.**  Prefixed  are  recommendatory  verses  by  "  W.  A.  of 
Menstrie.^*     The  following  specimen  is  from  the  second  poem. 

Now  bad  darke  silent  oigbt,  high  tiieasons  freend, 
Ouermantled  all  the  earth  In  sable  he\f  : 
^  rapt  was  the  Moone  in  mist  that  latelie  shynde, 
The  f^rie  kmpes  of  heauen  tbemselues  withdrew  : 

Horror  and  darknesse  vylde  possest  the  skje, 

The  fittest  tyme  for  fouUest  tragedye. 

Within  their  wm^ifs  sweete  birds  their  billed  they  Ude, 
Bockt  with  the  windes  on  toppes  of  troubled  trees : 
Feeld-  let'ding  flocks  to  cliftes  aiyd  caues  they  slide^ 
Such  wa!»  the  raging  of  the  roaring  seyes  : 

No  sound  of  conifort  sweele  possest  the  dares, 
8ape  S«ipeDto  hisae,  and  Crocodilishe  tearos^ 

tn  this  sad  season  lesos  did  ^end 
His  Fathers  will,  and  those  did  him  persew, 
Brooke  Cedron  corst,  which  way  well  ludas  kendy 
As  was  his  vse  his  prayers  to  renew  : 

And  to  the  Mount  of  Oliues  he  is  gone. 
With  aged  Peter,  lames,  and  lotting  lohne* , 

O  gardene  gay,  gretspe  may  thou  eoer  grow. 
Let  weeping  dew  refresiie  thy  witbred  flowres  : 
To  testifie  the  tt^ares  did  ouerflow 
The  cbeekes  ef  biiri  refresbt  tKe  hearts  of  ours^ 
And  for  his  sake  thy  name  be  euer  oeist 
In  name  to  that  aweet  garden  of  the  £ast« 

*  ^*  Gvilielmvs  Dmmmond*^  was  laureated  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
yeftr  ^605.    The  regent  of  bis  class  was  Bfr  James  Knox. 
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yet,  had  not  discovered  those  talents  which  ranked 
him  among  the  first  of  English  lyric  poets.  But 
Sir  Robert  Ayton,  and  Sir  William  Alexander, 
afterwards  £arl  of  Stirling,  had  already  given  fa- 
TonraUe  specimens  of  their  poetical  talents.  An- 
other knight  and  courtier.  Sir  David  Murray  of 
Gorthy,  desires  also  to  be  mentioned  for  the  success 
with  which  he  vm)te  in  English  verse  •• 

t  "  The  Tragicall  Death  of  Sophonisba.  Written  by  David 
Mvrray,  Scoto-Brittaine.  Lond.  1611."  8vo.— **  Cselia,  con- 
Uiniog  certain  sonnets  j'*  was  published  along  with  the  former.— 
•*  A  Paraphrase  of  the  civ.  Psalme  by  David  Murray.  Edin- 
burgh Printed  by  Andro  Hart.  Anno  Dom.  1615."  4to.  Sir 
David  was  Governor  to  Prince  Henry.  He  was  a  son  of  Robert 
Morray  of  Abercairny,  and  brother  of  John  Morray»  minister  of 
Leitb,  an  intimate  friend  of  MelvilleV  (Douglases  Baronage, 
p.  102.  Mclvini  Epist.  p.  151.)     His  Paraphrase  begins  thus : 

Mt  Sonle  praise  thou  lehouas  holie  Name,         «. 
For  be  is  great,  and  of  exceeding  Might, 
Who  clothed  with  Glorie,  maiestie,  and  Fame, 
And  couered  with  the  garments  of  the  light, 

The  azure  Heauen  doth  like  a  Curtaine  spred, 
And  it  the  depths  his  chalmer  beames  hath  layd. 

The  Clouds  he  makes  his  chariot  to  be. 
On  them  he  wheeles  the  chrif>tall  Skies  about, 
.  And  on  the  wings  of  JEolus^  doth  Hee 
At  pleasour  walke  ^  and  sends  his  Angels  out, 
Swift  Heraulds  that  doe  execute  his  will ; 
His  words  the  hekuens  with  firie  lightnings  fill. 

The  Earths  foundation  he  did  firmelie  place. 

And  layd  it  so  that  it  should  neuer  slyde. 

He  made  the  Depths  her  round  about  embrace. 

And  like  a  Robe  her  naked  shores  to  hide, 

Whose  waters  would  oVflow  the  Mountains  high, 
But  that  they  backe  at  his  rebuke  doe  flie. 
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But  perhaps  the  moat  e^raordmaty  cireumstanoe 
in  the  history  of  our  literatuve  at  this  period  was 
the  enthusiasm  with  which  Latin  poetry  was  cultir 
yated  hy  our  couotrymen.  Divines,  lawyers,.  jAyr 
sicians,  o(mntry>rgentlemen,  courtiers  and  statesmen* 
devoted  themselves  to  this  difficult  speioies  rf  com*- 
position*,  and  contended  with  each  other  in  the 
various  strains  which  the  ancient  masters  of  Roman 
song  had  employed.  The  principal  poems  in  the 
collection  entitled  Delitus  Poetarum  Scotorum^  were  ^ 
originally  puhlish^,  or  at  least  written^  at  this  tinte^ 
They  are  of  course  possessed-  of  very  different  de- 
grees of  merit,  but  of  the  collection  in  general  we 
may  say  that  it  is  equal  to  any  of  the  ^collections  of 
the  same  kind,  which  appeared  in  other  countries 
except  that  which  contains  the  Latin  poems  com* 
posed  bi  natives  of  Italy.  If  tliis^wasi  i|o(t  the 
classic  age  of  Scotland,  it  was  at  least  the  age 
of  classical  literature  in  it ;  and  at  no  subseqi^nt 
period  of  pur  history  have  thj^  languages  of  Greece 
and  Rome  been  so  successfully  cultivated,  grtheo 
beauties  of  their  poetry  so  deeply  felt  and  so  justly 
imitated.  B^sidea  Melville,  the  individuals  ^who 
attained  the  greatest  excellence  in  this  brandi  of ' 
literature  were  Sir  Thomas  Craig,  Sit  Robert 
Ayton,  Hume  of  Godscroft,  John  Jonston,  and, 
Hercules  Rollock.  The  poems  of  Craig  do  hcmetur 
to  the  cultivated  taste  and  learning  of  their  au^or. 
Through  the  foreign  garb  in  which  Ayton  choj^ 
most  frequently  to  appear  before  the  public  as  a., 
poet,  we  can  e^ily  txacf  that  ^elepant  fan^  whici^-^ 
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be  bas  ^Bsplayed  in  bis  Kii^tidi  eompositiims.  If 
I  were  not  afraid  of  appearing  to  detract  from  the 
mAit  of  one  whose  early  produeticms  secured  the 
ap(m>bation  of  Buchanan,  I  would  say  that  Rollodt 
was  better  acquainted  with  the  langiM^  than  the 
s|^t  of  the  Roman  poets.  His  descripticm  of  the 
miseries  of  Scotland  during  the  civil  war  is  his  most 
poetical  performance^.  John  Jonston  con&ied 
hamsdf  chiefly  to  the  writing  of  epitaphs  and  short 
pieces,  whidi  he  has  executed  with  much  neatness^ 
-and  often  with  elegant  simplidty,  although  he  falb 
short,  even  in  this  speties  of  cMiposition,  of  his 
kiAsiftati,  Arthw  Jonston,  in  terseness  and  in  clasne 
point  f.  Few  of  his  contemporaries  diew  a  mind 
mbre  deeply  imbued  with  the  genuine  spirit  of 
dasdcal  poetoy  than  Hume  of  Godscroft.  The  easy 
sfarueture  of  bis  verse  reminds  us  continually^  of  the 
ancient  models  on  which  it  has  been  formed ;  and, 
if  deficient  in  vigour,  his  fancy  has  a  livdineiis  and 
buoyancy  which  prevents  the  reader  from  wearying 
of  his  longest  dtecriptions  t- 

^*^  I  send  joa  the  papers  of  the  late  M.  Hereolet  BoHoek 
which  jTMi  ilesired.  And  becailae  I  am  not  acipiailit  wkb  Mr 
Anderson,  send  me  a  receipt  of  them,  either  from  you  or  him. 
Saumare,  March  5. 1619.  (Mark  Ooncan  to  Boyd  of  Trochrig : 
Wodrow's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  80.) 

t  A  very  heamifol  poem  by  John  Joostoo,  entitled  Mars  P10* 
rum^  is  added,  among  others,  to  his  Conaolatio  Cbristuuia«  pp. 
103—106.  Lngd.  Bat.  1609. 

t  Hume  has  given  a  specimen  of  a  poem  which  he  composed 
at  fonrteen  years  of  age.  (Daphn- Amaryllis,  pp.  22,  24.) 
And  he  refers  to  th^  pre$ag«s  which  Bochanan  fcrmed  from  his 
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I  am  aware  that  many  entertaiti  a  very  ccmt^pt- 
iHma  i^inion  of  all  productions  of  the  kind  uow 
imrntioiied^  According  to  them  it  is  utterly  im« 
pia6ti0$hle  to  write  well,  or  t6  com|)o$e  tolerable 
poetry»  in  a  £^eign  or  dead  language.  They  are 
thf  re^re  di^nwed  to  discard  the  whole  collection  of 
modem  Latin  poetry,  as  unworthy  of  the  name, 
tmd  consisting  merely  of  shreds  from  the  classics 
patched  into  centos.  That  a  great  part  of  it  is  of  this 
desoription  cannot  be  denied  But  those  who  are 
inclined  to  pronounce  this  censure  indiscriminately 
upon  the  whole  would  need  to  be  sure  that  there  is 
no  risk  of  their  being  placed  in  the  same  awkward  sit- 
Irntion  with  certain  scholars  of  no  mean  acquirements 
in  fimner  times,  who  had  a  modem  poem  passed  on 
them  for  a  genuine  production  of  one  of  the  anciept 
dassies  *.    After  the  writings  q£  Saniiit^riu^  Fla-^ 

early  effosions.  (t)diL  !•  SSL)  His  poem  eotitled  Asfkamts  is 
dedicattd  *'  Ad  Andrseara  LMelvinvn}.''' — ^^  Patriae  aiteiu  decus 
Melvioe— delictoram  veniam  te  peto  literarium  Dictatorem  et 
nominatim  Inn^fimrmrm  iI]i.^Si  condonas,  condonata  putem  Musis 
et  Apollioi.— -Vides  quid  tibi  tribuam  j  cert^,  quantum  nee  Ko- 
Qiano  pentifiei  ia  peccata,  jus.^*  (Lvsvs  Poetici,  p,  S5.y  AtekO' 
^B$  If  M  Ibe  name  of  one  of  Harness  sons.  (Record  of  the  Kirk 
$e«sion  of  Ptestonpaos.) 

.  *  C'Alemberi  forciaket  an  instance  soroewbat  different.  In 
the  coarae  of  bit  argument  against  t^e  cultivation  of  ancient 
learnings  he  bad  jeeringlj  repeated  the  ^sxclamation  of  an  enthttsiast 
for  the  classics,  AA  J  kad  you  but  understood  Greek !  But  not 
contented  with  wielding  the  weapon  of  ri(Ucute»<be  rasfily  ventur- 
ed upon  dassiciil  ground,  and  mentioned  one  &][arinus,  a  modern 
writer  in  Latin,  who,  in  his  opinion,  h^d  '*  approached  as  near 
9w  postible  to  Ciceio*^^    One  of  D^Alembert^s  opponents^  after 
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miniiis,  Muretus,  Buchanan,  De  T  H6pital,  Douza^ 
and  Balde,  not  to  mention  many  others  iscarcdiy 
inferior  to  them,  it  seems  too  kte  to  come  forward 
with  the  assertion,  that  it  is  impossible  to  prodtiM 
tolerable  Latin  poetry  in  modem  times.  Indeed, 
d^nsidering  the  applause  which  thes«  productions 
have  received  from  the  best  judges,  the  assertion 
amounts  to  this,  that  we  cannot  now  perceive  the 
beauties  of  the  classical  poets  of  Rome.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  even  the  best  of  modem  Latin  poems 
had  been  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Horace,  he 
would  have  found  them  chargeable  with  many 
blemishes  which  our  eye  cannot  detect ;  but  I  have 
as  little  doubt  that,  instead  of  rejecting  them  with 
the  fastidious  disdain  of  some  recent  critics,  that 
Master  of  the  art  of  Poetry  would  have  pronounced 
them  wonderful  efforts,  and  enlarged  in  their  favour, 
the  indulgence  which  he  was  disposed  to  shew  to 
^  compositions  of  his  contemporaries : 

Yerum  libi  plura  nitent  in  canaine,  non  ego  paucis 
Offfaadar  maculis 

There  is  one  thing  that  is  overlooked  in  the  reason^ 
ings  of  many  on  this  subject*  They  are  not  aware 
^  the  d^ee  of  attention  which  was  paid  to  the 
Latin  language,  and  the  advantages  which  the 
leatMd  had  for  attaining  a  perfect  acquaintaiiee 

producing  examples  of  wretefced  Latraitj  from  Marinus,  eori- 
dades  bj  taming  the  philosopher's  taunt  into  a  sarcawn  agait)«t 
himself :  jiAI  Str^  had  you  but  understood  Latin  !  (Klotzii  Acta 
tiiteraria,  vol.  v.  part  iv.  p»  446. 


33*  LIFE   OF   ANDREW   MELVILLE. 

with  it,  in  th^  sixteenth  century.  The  use  of  the 
Ternacular  tongues  was  strictly  prohihited  in  all 
schools  and  colleges ;  and  from  the  age  of  six  to* 
sixteen  the  youth  si>oke  and  heard  nothing  but 
Latin.  In  their  epistolary  correspondence,  and 
even  in  their  ordinary  conversation,  the  learned 
made  use  of  the  same  medium  of  communication. 
They  chose  to  write  in  it  in  prefetence  to  their 
native  language ;  and,  judging  from  their  composi^ 
tions  in  both,  it  is  evident  that  they  had  a  greatei' 
command  of  the  former  than  of  the  latter. 

The  drcumstance  last  mentioned  furnishes  one 
of  the  strongest  objections  against  the  practice  hi 
question.  And  it  must  be  confessed,  that  it  is 
much  easier  to  prove  that  the  writers  of  the  six- 
teenth  century  attained  to  exci^lence  in  Latin  com- 
position, than  it  is  to  vindicate  that  engrossing 
attention  to  the  language  by  which  they  were  able 
to  reach  that  excellence.  It  led  them  to  ne- 
glect the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  ver- 
nacular languages.  It  tended  to  produce  servile 
imitation,  and  to  give  a  spiritless  uniformity  to 
literary  productions.  And  by  forming  inen  of 
letters  into  a  separate  caste,  it  prevented  them  front 
exerting  ^n  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people 
at  lai^e,  aiid  deprived  literature  of  those  advan^ 
tages  which  it  derives  froiri  the  free  circulation  <tf 
ideas  and  feelings  among  all  classes  of  the  commun- 
ity. But  whatever  disadvantages  might  result 
^rom  this  pr^tice,  we  must  not  overlook  the  import- 
tot  advantagies  with  which  it  was  attended.    Wp 
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neveip  ought  to  forget  that  the  refinement,  and  tl^ 
science,  secuhir  and  sacred,  with  which  modem 
Europe  is  enriched,  must  be  traced  to  the  reyival  of 
ancient  Kterature ;  and  that  these  hid  treasures  could 
not  have  been  -laid  open  and  rendered  available,  but 
for  that  enthusiasm  with  which  the  language^  of 
Greece  and  Rome  were  cultivated  in  the  fifteenth 
and  sixteenth  centuries.     The  passion  for  writing  in 
these  languagesi  in  verse  as  well  as  in  prose,  is  to 
be  viewed  both  in  the  light  of  an  effect  and  a  cause 
of  the  revival  of  letters^    When  we  consider  the 
rude   state  in  which   the  different  languages  of 
Europe  then  were,  and  that  the  number  of  readers 
in  any  country  was  extremely  small,  we  will  cease 
to  wonder  that  men  of  letters  should  have  chosen  so 
gi^erally  and  so  long  to  make  use  of  a  highly  cul- 
tivated tongue,  recommended  to  them  by  so  many 
powerful  associations,  and  in  whidi  their  writing$ 
could  be  read  and  understood  by  all  the  learned  in 
every  nation.    Besides,  the  great  attention  paid  to 
those  studies,  although  it  retarded  the  impx>ve* 
ment  of  modem  languages,  contributed  ultimately 
to  carry  them  to  a  higher  pitch  of  cultivation  than 
they  would  otherwise  have  attained*     The  accu* 
rate  knowledge  of  the  general  principles  of  language 
which  was  thus  acquired  (and  which  cannot  be  so 
well  acquired  in  any  other  way  as  by  the  study  of 
dead  or  foreign  languages)  came  to  be  applied  to 
the  vernacular  tongues,  which  at  the  same  time 
that  they  were  polii^ied  after  the  example,  wereen^ 
riched  from  the  resouroes  of  the  most  cultivated 
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kaguigts  of  antiquity.  Tlie  writers  of  that  agfi 
display  an  el^^noe  q£  taste  and  an  elevation  of  sen-^ 
timent,  which  give  them  an  unspeakable  superi- 
ority over  their  predece^ors,  and  which  are  to  be 
ascribed  in  a  great  measure  to  their  familiarity  with 
the  works  of  the  ancients.  Before  passing  a  severe 
censure  on  the  avidity  with  whidi  ancient  letters 
were  then  prosecuted,  it  would  be  but  justice  also  to 
consider  t^  important  discoveries  which  were  made 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  stimulus  which  was  given 
to  the  human  mind  in  the  general  s^rch  after  truth* 
Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  study  of  the 
languages  o£  Greece  and  Rome  was  combined  with 
the  study  of  the  Eastern  tongues,  which,  in  addition 
to  its  throwing  much  light  cm  the  Sacred  Scriptures^ 
and  laying  open  an  entirely  new  field  of  taste  and  in- 
qpiiry,  has  proved  subservient  to  political  {Hirposes  of 
the  greatest  magnitude,  and  promises  to  be  still  more 
extensively  useful  in  promoting  the  improvement  and 
regeneration  of  the  largest  and  most  populous  re^ 
gioas  of  the  globe. 

The  general  question  respe^ng  the  advantages 
of  classical  learning  is  not  now  before  w.  Suffice 
it  to  say  here,  that  the  fears  which  have  been 
expressed  of  its  tendency  to  it\}ure  genius  by 
dieckittg  originality  of  thought,  and  religion  by 
begetting  a  spirit  and  ideas  of  an  unchristian  com^ 
plexion,  are  in  a  great  degree  fandful  and  exagger- 
ated.  The  greatest  and  the  best  authors  whom 
Britain  has  produced  have  been  familiar  with  it ; 
and  although  novelty  and  accidental  causes  may 
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give  a  temporary  fame  to  attempts  which  fnrocee^ 
on  an  avowed  disregard  of  the  works  of  the  ancients^ 
our  fine  writers  will  find  it  necessary  at  last  to  in^ 
vigorate  their  genius  and  to  purify  their  taste,  by 
dipping  in  those  fountains  which  helped  to  (XOkUt 
immortality  on  their  predecessors* 

The  facts  which  have  been  pointed  out  in  the 
course  of  this  brief  review,  will,  it  is  hopedi  as* 
sist  the  reader  in  formipg  an  idea  of  the  state  of 
our  national  literature  at  this  period.  They  may 
perhaps  convince  him,  that  Scotland  was  not  so  late 
in  literary  improvement  as  is  commonly  imagined ; 
that  she  had  advanced,  at  the  time  of  which  we  write, 
nearly  to  the  same  stage  in  this  honourable  career 
with  the  other  nations  of  Europe ;  and  that  if  she 
did  not  afterwards  make  the  progress  which  was  to 
be  expected,  or  if  she  retrograded,  this  is  to  be  im- 
puted to  other  causes  than  to  want  of  spirit  in  her 
inhabitants,  or  to  the  genius  of  her  ecclesiastical 
constitution. 

In  asserting  that  Melville  had  the  chief  influence 
in  bringing  the  literature  of  Scotland  to  that  pitch 
of  improvement  which  it  reached  at  this  time,  I 
am  supported  by  the  testimony  of  contemporary 
writers  of  opposite  parties,  as  well  as  by  facts  which 
have  been  stated  in  a  former  part  of  this  work. 
His  example  and  instructions  continued  and  in- 
creased the  literary  impulse  which  his  arrival  from 
the  continent  first  gave  to  the  minds  of  his  coun- 
trymen.    In  languages,  in  theology,  and  in  that- 
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qpec^es  of  poetical  composition  which  was  then  most 
pcactised  among  the  learned,  his  influence  was  cli- 
leet  and  aciaiowledged.  Atid  though  he  did  not 
himself  cultivate  several  of  the  branches  of  study 
which  are  included  m  t^  preceding  sketch,  yet  he 
stimulated  others  to  cultivate  them,  by  the  ardour 
tnth  whidi  he  inspired  thdr  minds,  and  by  the 
pnUses  whidi  he  was  always  ready  to  bestow  on 
thiir  exertions  and  parformanees. 
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1607—1611.  V 
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RiGpun  <^MdHlk^s  imj^HwrnejiU  ii^  t^e  Tower. 

conirQ0€r9y''^^ruitle$$  negodatianfor  hk  Ub^rt^ 
— kii  foHilMde  amd  cheerfiUnes9''--emxmr4Siges 
hisbretkren  in  Scotland  hy  hU  letkra^-^U  MfUr 
je^*  literury  empkfyfnent-'^iew  oMmpts  Jof 
Mehf^s  UberalUm'-'-his  design  qf  going  to 
Americo'^is  Utermry  recreations  in  the  Tower 
-"^^his  pecuniary  mi^fortune^-^aih  qfhiajrusnds 

mafyrmonial  ifffmr-'^cclesiastical  proeeet^ 

in^  ScKribmd^^General  AuenMy  at  GUmgoy)-^ 
reflecticne  on  the  establishment  of  episcopacy^^ 
MelviUt^sfeUow-prisoner^ — he  is  visited  by  Co- 
meron  and  Casambon — Duke  of  JSouillon^s  ,ap^ 
plication  Jbr  him-^-opposed  by  the  court  ofFrmnee 
— desires  admission  into  the  /amily  ^  Prince 
Henry — his  friends  at  court-^is  pecuniary 
embarrassments  —  sickness  —  release  Jrom  the 
Tower,  and  departure  to  France. 


The  injustice  of   Melville's  imprisonment   was 
heightened  by  the  unnecessary  severity  with  which 
he  was  treated  in  the  Tower.    A  pretext  was  found 
VOL.  II.  Y 
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for  withdrawing  tke  indulgenoe  of  having  a  ser- 
▼ant  confined  along  with  him.  No  creature  was 
idlowed  to  see  him  but  the  (lerBoii  who  brou^t 
him  his  food.  He  was  not  even  permitted  to  be* 
guile  the  tedious  bouts  hjlm  fitvourite  amusement  of 
vrriting.  The  useof  paper  pen  and  ink  was  strictly 
pr<^tHted  hitti  *.  i&it  tyim»ts»  thmigh  tbey  can 
fetter  BsnA  torment  the  bady^  kiw  nopovRerowr  the 
free  and  bttaven-borft  soul.  Mel«iUe^qpkit;remaia« 
id  uneoi^ned  and  unlmkeD  in  his  narraw.  mA  vh*- 
MBilbrtaldlredil  V  And  he  Ibund  meaaa  of  expasssing 
Arsmsen^diichhamtertakied  of  lus  unmmtedauf* 
fi^ingsy  and  hia-Ms^kitiaii  to^pdure  the  w«>]!at  iriiich 
his  pmmmtpra  could  infliet.  When,  his  aq^tttment 
wuB  eKamintd,  k»  widb  woe  &\mi  ^eoverad  with 
¥nM6^  yUMx  he  luMleDgmvitd»  in  fiui  and  beautiful 
diaraoteis,widitho  tongue^  lusshoei^bttckbt.  In 
tiiia  sllutibn  ha  was  befit  ftr  aliQUt  tw  moQ^^ 

*  Dei  U  Boderie,  Ambassades,  li.  469. 
t  This  fact  lias  been  preserved  bj  a  foreign  Tnriter.    (Gis* 
1»«iti  Voetii  PeUttca  Eiseleeiastica,  torn*  tti*  p^  5A;)    The  verses 

Cup  9a]aflult%naa  sitlaata  fij^^wstgi  yatinp», 
Cnrr^lQ^uill;!i«.  totp  n^Ujis  hi  oiJie  ktian»  ^ 

N^D  Genius  stat  contra,,  asinns  non  cseditur,  ora. 
Noh  reserat  muto,  qui  dedit  ora  Deus* 

The  following  verses  were  also  composed  by  him  at  this  time : 

At  vati  infoclici  instat  tibi  careens  umbra, 

Quin  Christi  illustri  inmine  liber  ego, 
Tb  tntti^BJlio,  aift  fato^mntabit  aeerbo: 

Noc  trista  cjuIioib,  ww»  nee  acerba  mibt^ 
Kxilipip  a  patrid  patrio  me  inducit  Oijmpo 

Mors  pro  Ghristo  atrox  vita  beata  mihi. 

Ib«  p.  %. 
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James  MdhriBe  was  usder  great  uneasiness,  lest 
tlie  healtib  of  hkM  unde  ditiild  suffer  by  sudi  liget^ 
otts  imprisonment,  during  a  wmter  so  vemavkaUt 
for  severity  that  the  Thames  and  other  rivevs  c£ 
England  centinued  froaen  fer  several  mendis  to* 
geth^.  He  was  not  rc^efed  from  thb  anxiety 
until  the  month  of  May  1608,  when  he  received  a 
tetter  from  him  written  with  his  ewn  haad  in 
Greek ;  tlumking  him  &r  the  money  whidi  he  had 
sent  him,  and  infi»rming  him  that  his  healUi  le-^ 
matned  miis^ured,  and  that  his  imprisomnent  wtta 
new  less  sev^ne  than  it  had  heas  *.  He  was  re^ 
moved  ifr  a  more  airy  and  conmiedioim  i^Ktttments 
was  indulged  with  the  use  of  writtng-matexials ; 
and  aeon  after  was  allowed  to  see  Us  aeiusintaMei 
This  fimmr  Ik  owed  to  the  interesrt  and  eocertiont 
rfhis  frmnds  at  eomrt^  and  partieuhirly  ef  8ir  Jamm 
SempiU  dT  Beltrees.  ''  Through  the  kind  officea 
of  Sempill  (says  he^  in  a  letter  to  his  neplww)  I 

St  veoiseem  altro,  tpectasaem  singok  et  oltco, 
£t  qasesissem  ultro  ^  tunc  oiea  culpa  levU  ? 

At  Teni  jossos,  spectavi  et  singala  jdmos, 
f^ft&ivi  ct  jsMOi )  mac  m$%  «a)pa  gravJs  f 


H«c  Belgtf  h«c  BatainiB,  Geimai^aa*  Gallos  et  Aaflw^ 

H«e  Liger,  boa  Scotus  ^oaerit,  et  bostU  Ib<^ 
Idjq!MU8^  ^iM>d  jussiig  ego  Begique  Deoque 

Qoaeftivi,  officio  fjinctut  otri^ae  meou 
Solus  ego  plector,  solum  me  fukmna  tan^guut. 
Solos  ego  vulgi  fabula  factm  a|^r» 

lli.p.S^ 
*  MeWini  Epistolse,  pp.  1,  329, 

t2 
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vmr  enjoy  more  healthM  air,  though  stUl  confined 
in  the  Tower.  I  am  put  in  hopes  that  I  diall  have 
greater  liberty  within  a  month  or  two  on  the  retum 
^  Sine  quo  nihil ;  you  know  whom  I  mean,  year 
fiiend,  forsooth,  who  did  not  even  ddgn  to  talute 
you  lately  ^.  Don't  you  admire  the  man's  prudence 
and  caution  f  ?" 

In  the  end  of  the  year  I607f  and  before  he  had 
obtained  this  mitigation  of  his  confinement/  the  |Hro^ 
testants  of  Rochelle  in  France  attempted  to  obtain 
Idm  to  their  College,  as  piofessor  of  DiYimty. 
With  this  view  they  gave  a  commission  to  Grilbeet 
Primrose,  a  Scotra^m,  who  had  been  for  some  time 
minirter  at  B<nirdeaux,  and  was  then  on  a  visit  to 
Britain^ ;  authorizii^  him  to  deal  with  King  James 
to  set  Melville  at  liberty  and  allow  him  to  come  to 
4lMi.  James  excnsed  bimsdtf  ftom  complying 
with  this  request,  by  alleging  that  he  had  not  yet 
resolved  how  to  dispose  of  the  prisoner.  This  ne* 
gociation  gave  offence  to  the  French  court.  Their 
ambassador  at  London  received  instructions  to 
make  particular  inquiry  into  the  facts.  Primrose, 
on  returning  to  France,  was  called  before  the  king, 
and  questioned  strictly  as  to  the  nature  of  his  com- 

*  The  person  here  meant  is  the  Earl  of  Dunbar,  the  King's 
fkvoarite,  who  professed  great  regard  for  James  Melyille,  with 
whom  he  had  been  intimate  in  his  youth*  Melville  more  than 
once  rallies  his  nephew  on  his  trusting  to  the  emptj  promises 
made  to  him  by  this  courtier-^**  Heroe  restro  collimitaneo.** 

t  MeWini  Epist*  p.  54. 

$Qaick^  6ynodicon,  vol.  i.  p.  209. 
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loissioci ;  and  the:  Duke  of  Sully  wi»  ordered  to 
reprimand  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle  for  main- 
taidiog  eorfSM^ndence  with  a  foreign  power  witb- 
imti;he  kfiowledge  and  permission  of  their  native 
a^ereign  ^.  Rodielle  was  one  of  the  fortified  cities 
ki  tfaelianda  of  the  protestants,  and  a  principal  key 
4^  the  kingdom.  The  c(Minection  which  it  had  with 
£i^la»d  dnring  <^e  reign  of  £Iizabeth,  and  the  weak 
and  i^Uating  c(mduct  of  James,  might  justify  eai^ 
tion  OD  the  part  of  Henry  i  yet  it  must  be  confessed 
that  this  great  prince,  fot  some  years  before  his 
mdbknehc^  death,  evinced  a  jealousy  of  his  protest* 
ant  sufajeets,  and  a  partiality  to  the  most  inreteratt 
jof  their  mianies,  which  it  is  difficult  to  defend  eitfa^ 
Da  the  priiieiples  of  ^titude  or  policy  f  • 

At  this  time  Melville  was  consulted  by  bodi 
parties  on  the  theol(^cal  disputes  wbi^  agitated 

,  *  De  la  Boderie,  Amb^isswdes,  ii.  336,  430,  433,  486«  iii.  ^, 
Saliy^s  Memoirs,  v«  14.  Lopd.  177S*  The  fact  is  also  alluded 
to  in  a  letter  by  James  Cleland  to  King  James*  (MS».  in  Bibl. 
Jorid.  £din.  A.  3. 21.)  In  Sully's  Memoirs  it  is  said  that  James 
apoeded  t^  the  apjilicatioQ  fron  Rocbeile  ^  but  ibis  is  coatokiktr 
ed  by  Ue  la  Boderie^ 

t  Tbis  drew  from  Du  Plessis,  wbo  was  equally  distinguisbed 
for  loyalty  to  his  sovereign  and  attachment  to  bis  religion,  the 
foUowiog  striking  remarks :  ^*  We  do  not  envy  your  killing  the 
fatted  calf  for  the  prodigal  son,  provided  you  say  with  a  sincere 
heart  to  the  obedient  son,  TA9u  knoweat^  my  son^  that  aM  I  have 
is  thtne^  or,  at  least,  that  yon  do  not  sacrifice  the  obedient  son 
to  make  the  better  entertainment  for  the  prodigal*  In  fine,  t 
am  pleased  with  whatever  is  done,  provided  it  19  advantageous  $ 
but  I  dread  those  bargains  in  which  things  are  gi^^en  np  and 
nothing  got  but  words,  and  the  words  of  these  who  have  hithjurte 
had  no  words.''  (Memoires,  torn.  u«  pp.  308-<4<9.) 
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the  duareh  in  HoIUmd.  Tkete  ware  w«aai«wd  by 
^  norel  opiniims  of  the  odehrated  Armbuns  re- 
^8pecting  ibe  ixigin  pf  moral  evil,  psedeitimstmi, 
fre^-wiUandgraoe;  whidi  gradually  spread  diroogh 
aU  the  reformed  diuidiea.  In  the  year  1607»  he 
iweived  a  letter  bom  Sihrandua  Liibbertas,  prcK 
lessor  of  Divinity  at  Franker,  gi^^i^:^  him  an  ai> 
eoimt  of  the  sentiments  and  proeedtire  of  tiie  ino- 
vator8»  and  requesting  his  opinion  on  ^  subjeot. 
This  was  followed  by  a  letter  fiom  Aramnua  him- 
fielf,  in  whidi  he  corophdned  dist  Lubbertus  had 
misrepresented  him  to  foreign  divines,  and  entered 
at  considerable  length  into  a  de6sBceof  Ins  eondnct*. 
Axrainius  possessed  an  acute  and  perspioadous  mind» 
joined  to  consummate  eclf«^)ommand  and  addiesa; 
but  he  was  fidi  of  confi^nee  in  his  own  powers, 
Mattered  )iimself  that  he  could  understand  and  e& 
plain  all  mysteries,  and  cherished  the  idea  of  giving 
to  the  world  a  renovated  ^d  unexceptionable 
system  of  religious  belief  He  was  by  no  means 
acnipulous  in  stigmi^tising  as  heretic^  the  opioionB 
ev'en  of  nnda  of  his  opponents  as  hesitated  to  vpfAj 
this  invidious  epithet  to  his  own  fr    Melville  di4 

*  £pi9t6l«  Ecclot.  et  Thciteg.  pp.  lB7f  19a  LnhUit^s 
Itt^  18  mdite99%d  *'  Beverendo  et  CkriasioM  rir«  D.  ^«  Mdr 
vina^  Smsnt  ThwApglm  Doct<iri  et  Professori  in  inelyto  SaiictT 
iUid^ieiuM.*'  The  ptber  is  addnessed,  "^  fT.  Melfioe.''  In  botk 
instanece  the  tiittitcriber  has,  by  mistake,  p«t^  ^.  for  ^  A*  Mel* 
vu^'*  This  appears  tnm  comparing  EpieC  £cfK  et  Theol.  f« 
620,  mtb  B^odt|  Vita  ArmioBi,  p.  A9S^. 

t  Those  who  wo«ld  aaBertaia  the  real  vitwm  and  spirit  i^  Ar« 
minios  must  fonwdt  his  letleix.    **  DsMrsa^tit  iwriini  (says  hc^ 


not  f  Qtcttoia  the  saBoe  favouxable  opinion  of  the 
«eiiftimeMl8  of  t\m  bold  qpieculator  which  he  had 
fconiMdiy  ex{^pe$ied  coaeerning  those  of  Fiscator  * ; 
and  we  d«ll  find  him  of^posii^  them  at  a  subsequent 
pecmL 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1608,.  he  was  visited  by 
ferend  p^fsoBS  c£  rank,  who  put  him  in  hopes  of 
4dituniqg  %  release  from  prison.  At  the  desire  of 
^me  of  them  he  addressed  a  oopy  of  verses  to  the 
King^  whidh  Secretary  Hay  unda1;ook  to  present  f . 
We  are  tdd  that  James  once  pardoned  a  poet  who 
had  satirised  him,  for  the  sake  eS  two  humorous 
lines  with  whioh  he  concluded  his  lampoon ;  say* 
ing,  he  was  ''  a  bitter  but  a  witty  knave."  But 
the  d^gant  aifeal  which  was  now  made  to  his 
g^ierosity  had  no  effect  <m  him.  By  the  advice  of 
archbishop  Sp(rf;swood,  Melville  also  wrote  a  submis- 
sive letter  to  the  Frivy  Council  of  England,  in  which, 
after  mentiiming  the  occasion  and  motives  of  his 
writing  the  poem  which  had  given  them  offence, 
and  for  which  he  had  suffered  an  imprisonment  of 
nearly  two  years,  he  begged  their  forgiveness  for 
any  eiqprMsioas  in  it  wluch  might  be  deemed  in- 

$lia«i  tbeologica— in  puteo  profoo^o,  onde  non  aine  magoolabore 
eroi  potest.-— N«  mirarey  Uytenbagarde }  poto  enim  paucos  esse 
^i  istum  aiticulum  (the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity)  btelHgtmt.— * 
Ffttebitar  Hckikidiius  AaiUm  esae  bsereain  in  iata  mea  doctrinit: 
at  ^  dioo  m  Hdhlitobii  et  aliorum  doctrina  neo  uaaui  b^resira, 
et  non  exiipoao),  sed  fundamentaleniy  &c-*-Illa  proferam  ^use 
pntabo  veritati,  paci  et  lempori  Her^iri  posse,*'  &c.  (Epist.  Eccles* 
et  Theol.  pp.  39,  87,  139,  147.) 
*  Mdviili  f^iat*  pf.  67^96.  f  ^^^'  P*  ^^' 
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decorous,  ot  disr^spectfol^  or  ineoofiisiefit  wMi  Ekig^ 
Hsh  feeling  This  apology ^  without  eMtadaiog 
any  thing  dishcmourable  to^the  witter,  affra^hed  the 
tourt  a  fair  opportunity  to  relieve  him  from  pidtsom 
But  no  such  thing  was  intended.  Wh»t  sincerily 
there  was  in  the  arobbishop^^s  jm)ies8ioiis  of  fiiend* 
ship  we  shall  sooii  see ;  and  what  reHanee  MdviUit 
pkced  on  them  spears  from  the  account  of  the 
affair  which  he  wrote  to  his  nephew.  ^  I  have 
sent  you  a  copy,  of  my  submission,  which  Glasgow, 
your  sqholar,  has  taken  with  him  to  the  kmgi  For 
the  archbishop  has  been  thrioe  or  four  times  with 
me,  Viewing  me  that  the  kirk  kunents  my  aJieence, 
and  that  his  earnest  desire  is  to  ha^e  me  at  home. 
Sed  non  ego  credulus  UUs.  Dunbar  mast  bare 
the  honour  of  my  delirermce.  You  may  conjeotiu^ 
all  the  rest  that  shall  ensue.  Relying  on  diviner 
aid,  I  am  prepared  for  whatever  may  be  the  ev^t 
— to  temain  here,  to  return  home^  <»:  to  go  into 
exile.  I  am  well  in  body  and  soul,  I  tfaftnk  Qod.^-« 
Let  me  know  of  your  wel&re,  and  n6ws»  dthet 
historical  or  conjectural,  if  not  prophetical  ^."^ 

During  the  whole  period  of  his  im|»ift)nmettt^ 
Melville's  courage  never  once  failed  him,  nor  did  his 
spirits  suffer  the  least  depression.  The  elation  of 
his  mind  was  displayed  in  a  poem  which  he  wrote 
at  this  time,  entitled  Pro$opppeia  Apdogetka^ 
^*  extorted  from  him  by  the  impcnrtunity  of  botk 
friends  and  foesf.^    It  was  considered  as  betraying 

t  Ibid.  1^  82<->3.    Afiong  Hjat  wrttiogs  o£  Melville,  Demp^. 


LIFE  OF  ANDBBW  MELTILEEi  34S 

vanity  of  mind ;  because  it  traced  hiift  de&eent  in  th^ 
loyal  lin^  and  recorded  iht  services  which  he  had 
done  tor  the  literature  of  his  coui^try.  -  But  a 
modest  and  humble  man  may  be  pltoed  in  ctrcum* 
stances  which  ^^  compel  him  to  giory."  When 
those  by  whom  he  ought  to  have  been  rewarded  and 
honoured  traduce  and  parseoute  him» '  and  when 
the  cvecht  of  the  office  which  he  fills^  and  of  the 
cause  which  he  has  espoused,  is  in  danger  of  suffer* 
ii^  ihrimgh  him,  he  may  warrantably;  overrtep  the 
ordinary  bounds  of  modesty,  and  employ  expresBioiM^ 
in  speaking  of  himself,  whidi  in  other  cireumstan* 
ees  would  be  6t;tfifliefiti}o  convict  him  of  <»tenftatioir 
andfdly. 

la  a  fetter  to  James  Melville,  enilmiig  this 
poem  and  the  ccHj^ts  addressed  to  Us  Majeeity,  he 
Mmtesi  *^  These,  you  know,  "ai^  only  agieealUe  re. 
ereaiions  in  whidi  I  induce  foir  the  {mrpose  of  re- 
^ruidngmy  mind  in  the  interval  of  severe  studies 
and  anxious  cares.  I  am  preparing  ior  a  greater 
undertaking:  Join  with  ine  inn^lung  it  success,  I 

•Ur  (Hitt  EecK  Stot.  p«  497.)  raeBlionl  ^'  MehmaOa  mperbiq^ 
lib*  u  cui  exorditiin,     ■■      ^ 

Scotormn,  Aogloruni,  GaDoram,  a  sanguine  Begmn, 
Ille  ego  MelviniK,'"        ■        j  i       .    ■  ■ 

He  eridently  refers  to  the  Prosopopeia^  which  contains  sorac- 
-tking  sibiilat  to  wbat  ke  qiMtes,  abliough  not  in  the  e;tordinni. 
This  is  one  proof  ainong  nrnnj  that  Dempster^  misUkes  were 
often  owing  to  the  circomstance  of  his  quoting  from  memory.—- The 
concluding  lines  of  the  poem  may  be  considered  as  expressing 
iMelyille'i  real  fceHngs.  X^^ -Appendix.)  -  ^ 


I  re&tsk  (says  i^  to  FataTielc  Symaony  ou  the  forti» 
tttde  and  oonstwcy  of  my  bamshed  bve^ireii ;  whea 
I  cotuddar  that  you  hare  been  miraeukmsty  reeever^^ 
ed,  roatdied  froQi  the  jaws  of  the  gmre^  and  xe^tof^ 
ed  to  the  church  ;  when  I  muse  on  the  pimfiaiiire 
dea&  of  NicolsoD,  by  which  he  who  poisewed  s^ 
mmiy  singular  gifts  and  had  deaerred  so  well  of 
the  churdi,  was  prevented  froii^  being  carried  en^ 
^irely  away  by  the  current  and  &om  brii^ii^  mat- 
ters to  extremity;  when  I  think  of  the  good 
health  of  xny  rerored  unide,  and  the  cKcdlent  i^r- 
itawhidi.he  enjoys  at  the  dose  of  hb  dhnaeterie 
ywr,  and  after  being  dbut  Hp^in  a  stoat  prkoii  dur- 
ieg  two  severe  winters  «id  as.  many  seoiehii^  atm^ 
iaea ;  when  I  perceive  that  the  influence  of  rojral 
authmty,  bribery,  and  the  most  censummate  cn^ 
'Md  subtiky,  cooilaned  with  the  post  miweaikd 
diMgrace  and'indttrtry,  have  hitherto  had  so  little 
success  i^inst  US :  when  I  jreiect<mall  these  thii^^ 
my  breast  at  intervals  heaves  YaAh  the  luypetlmt 
the  captives  shall  yet  return,  and  that  Ike  dty  and 
tcttiple  o£  our  Jerusalem  shaU  be  jebuth. 

Hue  me  raptat  amor  dulcis^  et  impotens 
Ardor  ferre  moras.    O  niyeum  diem 
Qui  templo  reducem  me  gtatuat  tuo ! 
O  lucis  jubar  aureum !  *. 

Nothing  less  however  appears  as  yet : 

'— ^  sed  cui  inops  fidit  Deus 

Spes  et  Tota  bonos  ducat  ad  exitus  f . 

*  Bochanani  Psalm*  xlii. 

t  lb.  Psalm*  xiv.  a  quotatioD  from  memory ^^ 
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In  the  mean  tiinei  my  beloved  and  upright  brethren, 
on  whom  the  8upp<»rt  of  the  cause  at  heme  is  devolv^^ 
ed,  and  whom  Jesufi^  our  leader  and  commander^ 
has  placed  in  the  ttontxjf  the  battle,  rouse  up,  fightf 
stand,  shew  yourselves  men,  b6  strong,  and  yoft 
if^all  be  more  than  conquerors.  O  that  we  who  are 
remo\'ed  to  a  distance  from  you  were  employed  like 
Moses,  Aaron  and  Hur^  on  the  mountain !  Swayed 
bf  the  <^iiiion  of  my  dear  brother  M.  W»  C*,  I 
#a6  ontse  inclined  to  think  that  we  might  tdemte 
at  thia  time  many  things  w^ch  we  cannot  approve^ 
but  when  I  consider  all  circumstances,  I  am  muob 
afinud  that  sudi-^rbeatance  would  deprive  iis  of  tibe 
sim{d]city,  sincerity,  liberty  and  power  of  the  goth 
{leL  Read,  I  beseech  you,  again  and  again  and 
again,  tfae»3  ps^es  of  Andrew  Melville,  written 
hastSy  mi  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  but  imugbt 
with  dbkie  troth  and  learning,  and  aj^arently  in^ 
tended  for  you  and  your  fellow  combatants  against 
intruding  bisltops.  When  you  have  perused  theiii^ 
with  his  petiti<m  to  the  King,  return  the  whole  to 
the  bearer,  that  he  may  take  a  copy  of  th^B  ftir 
the  use  of  other  brethren  f  *** 

Melville  was  uot  a  little  amused  in  his  i^isoii 
with  the  accounts  which  he  riseeiveddT  the  literary 
contest  in  which  his  Majesty  was  involved,  in  con- 
sequence o(  his  Apology  for  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 
The  cock-fighting,  and  **the  admirable  pastime, 

♦  Probably  Mr  William  Cowper  of  Perth. 
t  MelviDi  Epist*  pp.  414—47. 
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latdy  taken  ap,  of  huatiag  <»  dftriag  of  doiterdb 
tad  other  of  thtt  Batture,'*  hi  wfaiefa  James  had  beat 
btely  fpoidiiig  the  greiiter  part  of  faia  time,  and  at 
Ytkifh  the  peofde  of  London  weae  to  indignaai  *, 
were  now  laid  ande^  aid  hia  Mi^ieety  was  ooiitiB- 
naUy  doMstted  with  a  triect  munber  of  the  moet 
learned  of  hb  el^cf^.  One  was  employed  in  writ- 
ing an  answor  to  Caidiaal  BeUannine,^  and  aaothar 
to  the  Jeaint  FufsoM^  wUk^a  third  sapmntended 
tibe  impresiion  of  Barclay  de  Fotestate  Papss.  Aa 
James  was  '*  nerer  die»aD  thut  cofdd  thinka  Car* 
Anal  a  meat  maleh  f»  a  Kii^'^  he  diose  to  esll 
tlw  book  wfaieb  was  to  appear  under  his  own  nsmf, 
A  Premomtisf)  to  aU  Ckriskton  ManMrdM.  The 
bbkop  who  SMtde  thefirstdravgfatof  this  work  found 
that  ht  had  got  Penelope's  wdi  to  weave ;  fer  what 
he  h&i  fiimhed  *t  night  hia  Mi^osty  undid  in.  the 
morniag;  and  when  the  work  eatne  at  iMt  fiwn 
the  pres»  it  was  found  nccf sssiji  to  Imvo  aom^  parts 
of  it  aHettd*  and  the  poor  printer*  was  sent  ta 
prison  for  having  given  out  esq^es  of  it  hefoire  this 
operation  was  performed.  The  Jhwnonkim  was 
immediately  translated  into  tiio  di£»eiit  modon 
knguASte  1^  the  derki  in  wdting^  and  mA  by 
spedal  anhassadoM  to  aB  Christian  St«kea  eseept 

*  WiniPoodV  MeflMur*  foL  i.  f.  St7.  lie  pnoj^e  tbtafoSbl, 
if  he  did  oot  desist  from  bis  ookingljr  sporUy  ta  poison  his  dogs 
and  other  game-companionsi  and  tosend  himself  to  the  hills  whence 
he  came.  The  subject  was  introduced  on  the  stage,  and  all  the 
plajers  were  for  some  time  banished  from  the  capita)  by  an  order 
from  court,    (De  la  Boderie,  Ambassades, !.  56r  310.) 
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ike  SmsB  Gaittam;  but  it  fl^y^d  noBody  but 
tluMe  against  ndiMi  k  was  dimotod^  wbo^  bdvbg 
sfafftod  a  xojral  atf^,  weare  MsoAvod  to  baire  qport  c^ 
hkiK  /*  In  ihe  laem  tiiM*  (saja  Melr^)^  Ida  Ma«» 
jtBtj.  ohafa^  and  efcfy  bo^  dse  chttddes.    MeM 

ftkhiUe  waHagim  taixfadksed  nidi  die  praiqpeel 
af  obtaiinmf  bis  libertjr.  At  a  aanmntiatt  bi^  it 
Soatbmdi  it  bad  been  agcecd  to  petitim  die  king  tia 
aQow^  tba  exikd  miiiiateni  ta^  retwns  hmmei.  Oa 
tbia  oeca^oii  ibe  bisbopa  acted  mdir^rea*  dnplkify* 
¥bef  badagfieed  to  tfae  petlfcioit. ;  and  yafr  tiiey  g^iPt 
imttm  iMlraati<ms,to  tiba  agent  wbom  tbey  mat  t^ 
Londmi,  ta^  apobgbe  to  bia  Mifesty  &r  tiiaixr  daiag 
M^  and  tovieqiisat  bbamat  ta  set  tba  miniftani  at 
fibertyt*  Spotavrood,  am  goiiig  to  ooitrt»  psamiBed  to 
bring  MdioUe  timg^wilk  biniii  to.biive^biBft  fdaiml 
ar  pMnigifal  ia  tbe  Uniyefisaiy  <i£  Gb^gow;  and 
at  bia  irtiuii  be  coqareaiad  mudi  lagneitbat  be  bad 
not  ba^i  aUe  to^^affiiet  bia  purj^oae  j:.  Bttt  we  leam 
from  a  letter  of  tbe  ardibiidiqp's  to  tbe  King*  tbat 
in  all  IM9  be-adted  a  ftigaed  and  bypoeritical  part. 
^*  For  these  matteia  of  tbe  ministers  (says  be) 
pleasa  yoiir^ina|esty«  we  are  bare  quiet ;  and  tbeir 
absMoewilleTCii^bra^dafiafgetfiik^aa*  Tbabisk^ 
of  St  Andrews  has  peace  at  will,  whereby  yoiur 
Majesty  caat^liie  up  the  instruments  of  this  trou- 

*  De  la  Boderiei  Aoqbassades,  torn.  iv«  pp.  271,  301,  3 IS, 
.324,  372.     Melvin^  Epist.  pp.  51,  79. 

t  Printed  Cald*  p.  602.  Scot^s  Apolog.  Nar^t.  p.  219. 
t  Cald.  vii.  328. 
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Ue  ^.'^  It  would  aj^ear  dist  ardrinshop  Gkdstattai 
had  been  less  cautious  dian  his  farotfaet  of  GUaagov 
\tk  expresnug  Iris  real  sentimeots  on  tiik  sukjccb* 
His  w(Nrds  had  come  to  the  earaof  MeHlIe,  who  hi 
Me  of  his  letters  to  his  nephew  speaks  jof  the  Scot- 
tish Primate  in  the  following  sevi^retemit:  ..^  Ver^ 
iumnns^  you  know  whom  I  mean,  the  rapacious 
ijtled^  that  nesttes  in  llie  old  ruins^  the  meretii* 
cious  BabyliHi,  boasts  that  he  has  reeeked  the 
King^s  hand  and  promise  that  I  shall  not  jee^  my 
native  country  while  be  lives.  JLoripe^  (whom  it 
is  easy  to  reprove  but  impossUde  to  refinrm)  hw  not 
forgotten  certain  words  whkdi  1  addressed  to  him 
jocularly  when  he  was  dining  with  me  befar^  we  1^ 
Scdthmd  t-'^-^On  the  sub$eett»f  iheir  liJoi^rati«»:  w« 
ftid  James  Melville  writing  ihus  to  hb  undo :  '^  I 
waited  on  tiie  Chancellor,  as  he  pssaed  through  this 
torwn  on  his  return  to  Scotland,  and  thaaked  him 
finr  the  concern  which  he  had  taken  .m  ]«mr  nttm. 
He  repeated  to  me  what  pasted  between:  hia  Ma* 

•  Letter  to  the  Kiag^  N^.  1Q0S|.  (M^.  in  BiUL  Juried 
£diiw  M.  ^  9.  no.  6b.)  In  tbis  letter  SpyUwood  prpfesset  that 
it  was  his  design  to  yield  up  his  bislioprick,  and  retire  from  pub- 
lie  life,  to  shew  the  World  that  he  waft  mit  aetiiated  by  amhltiili. 
Yet,  only  two  months  after  this,  be  aceepled  the  office  efiHV  £ar 
•traovdiiwrj  Lord  of  Sefsioiiy  in  addition. to  tltiose  burdens  which 
he  had  pronounced  **  insupportable  !^' 

t  Gled^  in  the  Scottish  lan^'uage^  is  the  nameof  Ihe  iTf/r.^Thrs 
play  on  the  primate's  name  (including  an  alkisioii  to  the  intem- 
perance with  which  he  was  charged)  occurs  in  different  epigrams 
written  on  him.  (Simsoni  Annales,  pp«  129,  130.  Melvini 
Musae,  pp.  18 — 20.) 

t  MeWini  £pi8t.  p.  48. 
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jt^  ali^^Uinv  and  a  liMg  and  close  emta:iiatigii 
i/MiStk  it  bad  ititll  tha  atreh-prisiate  (to  ■  «whom  hit 
MsjMt/ ir^ifrnd  Mm)  ki  the  poieh  of  jtbe  palace  of 
WMteh^l;  Hi^Gvaccilliiaily  ^roi^iseil  ths^hewmdd 
tme&9riitxEk>6fe  kiioMi^  in  ymir  b^hatf  tnth  t% 
King^'^and  wHh  tbe  bidlvf^  <^  Seotlkid,  wlio  wonld 
jiot,  ll^  isacid,'  I8tmd  in  tlie  way  of  your  returning  ti 
yOtir  tsdSege,  prov^ed  it  did  not  endangai  tl&e  pedoe 
of  tli«i^]fwdi;  -*  Leave  bim  to  me;  I  will  pkdg^ 
myts^limt  he  idiall  not  take  part  in  any  i^pts  agaii»t 
yoti^^  sM  IlieChimedior.  I  took  ^ae  opporfcp^tf 
of  laying  my  own  case  be^Hre  his  lordshipv  •  I  cpnb- 
pkdned  t^t  I  was  ideteined  liere^  aod  depciFed  of 
my  ^ip%^5  though'  imiQdent,  uneowlesnnedi  iw- 
jnd^Bd;  nn^eodsed,  witiKmt  even  the  shadow  of  :a 
trime  laid  to  my  diaige.  I  begged  that  I  ,mi^ 
^be'pennitted  to  go  home  and  resume  ^liie  xvversight 
^of  my  poor  sea^&ring  pto^  i  otf  if.  this  could  not 
be  granted,  that  my  eap^vaenhme  dionld  be  borne, 
or  that  Ubetty  should  be  g^i^«9i  me  to  9a  to  Fmn^. 
With  many  kind  compressions  be  promised  to  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  writibg^the  £m1  of  Dnnbar 
m  behalf  both  of  you  and  m^,  addfaig  tlmt  it  would 
give  him  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  of  any  service 
tousV^  ,.     .  . 

Despairing  of  being  permitted  to  return  to  bis 

.lilM;iv^  country,.  Melville  entertained  at  this  time  a 

serious  intention  of  going  to  the  New  World,,  and  in 

pursuance  of  It  had  several  interviews  with  a  person 

*  Melvjiu  Epist.  pp.  121 — ^^3. 
VOL.  IL  Z 


tion.  It  doe$  not.cKttainlly  H0«#'>^  iir^4p»R|,a9^ 
Anurfcsbe  pnrpofod  t»  letw?,  b^  it..ww(  OMft^ivi* 
biUrViiiinA.  ''Myfnmi4»wi«Qte9lj»!^il^ 
fiww)  hn  inepMcd  «  il(»t» ;  J^  im  «M.4«rflj.|jp«a«- 
i«i<ridi0n  and  foar  htti4w!4  WUHfJiHWHWy  *  r  wd 
Ik  isin  daiiytcaKipeDtotiofi  4^,tt)f  R»^iiMiii.of.4kj^ciu# 
«ih8«i.lM]iid  «et)t.lMfipi9  him.  Wii^  a  «I«|Ml«r  finrr 
iaiiMpA  i»dcbt  l»  eacowiigw  hipMelf jwtih  ^haJbgjff 
4if  aiMMi*  «lidiM»itB  ni».pai^«C  |J)0>  ^«|y  .«f  n  jp^fl 
fUilftMdcateelrauiB^*  .lIuid^nyltlfomMn^tih 
dmy  alfM^  ivith.  Ut  wmii»f}mi'  WMt  <wryw>>»lpopp 
I ahffiU  itetetttiiikJ  taM«r.iM; »  but pf fl(B#:|tii|«  I 
«m  anm  dm.  lwiis.«  0Md  «ii4  nwrtljy  a^  «ii4 
ivMta  dw  MieHW,a#  ih»  it)A\ni^tkm,>Un^  .WlIU.  I 
iKtdce  myutf  t*M]F  tteied  (wi^ : ''iOfdc^^^i  fin^ 

'dHiigt  dnUJbe  a4M  M  yw  V<— W«  om  a^MOflj^ 
majpfum  thattlK^Mttri.ii<i|d<t^«fkir  h^iMligt»tiApi 
to  inch  a  dirtMt  fnwtmr  c^tke  i^obe  (  it  i^  tbere-^ 
five,  most  likely  thrt  scoaethiDg  ooctin«4  to  divert 
hM  mind  ffMOi  the^ift^ff^; 

'Hir  wditaty  Imnmr  wtr^  fali«v«d  by  tike  cmnfMiy 
of  tiro  of  hii  tAnteH99Q>*  wbp  succesaiTely  redded 
with.  bim>  and  whom  he  iiistructecl  in  l«ngu}iges 

*  MeWini  EpUl.  p.^^.  The  English  ^vere  «t  this  time  very 
-ea^r  iQ  forming  settlements  in  America.  (De  la  Boderie.  Arnb. 
torn,  iv.  (ip«  963—4.)  Sir  Waller  Bafeigbt  trho  wa^  tJiep  in 
th^Tt^f^ff  h^  j^ipjec^  the  expedition  to  Guiana  which  af- 
terwards cost  him  his  life  ;  and  Melville,  in  one  of  his  letters, 
speaks  of  one  of  his  grand-nephewf^  who  wa9  with  him,  wishing 
to  visit  that  coaiitrjt   (£{|ist.  jp.  143.)      ' 


i«aii  ffliSltsllplqr.    lite  ^oe^  was  »  ion  of  JaiaMi 
MiflvilleaAd  tbe  «tii«r  n  am  ^^ne  ef  lib  Itrothmit 
tdio  iMd  left  a  litlige  fiuiiay  Htip^^ 
last  y0^MMwa8<^Jareiii««t|e«Bd^i^^ 
tff'i^dp  md  apjpetn  to  li»t«^  fNm4m)ii%e  dmni 
Df  rtiie  ttffitdtilibt  dliit  ft«il4-iin«]e,  wlia  ^VAtiMbAad 
t#  ad*!iic«  Ite;  ft  ciffaprnt  t»^ 
llHtttJE^fiiiaiii^s  ^emUd  MM;  wdl  beat  t«  ^  ]^^ 
fi^td  retetttiott  tvlikli  M^vUle  finnd  hm  ^  dbeidU 

iieaenlto^hiftiiq^liew  omtiisad  on^  and  mmt^ 
iliem4lveewfoiu0flrilpMtM^  f^I 

ham  added  «a  tida  <iigFt  lie>  iba  i«Mid  taid  mtr 
ieaiittt  pialtaM,  bath^if  tbem  warn  frrtn  1k»  ami^ 
iQid  dii  iart  iMifeily  itmok  off  tiiia  flwsi^ 
ilM^iiatlladtialetoai^thaftletoit^    Iwiiii 

tet  iMHda^  which  I  8eiitymiaMaetiiniea|^lNrtb«i 
fo  the  tran^tiait  aadlM^  tha  Hmhitiavd  {laaj^aid 

.  *  James  Melville's  son,  after  leaving  the  Tower,  resided  for 
some  time  with  a  Scotsman  named  Gotfarie/  who  taught  an 
academy  in  the  neigMourhood  of  London;  H^  WM  hlotbor  to 
Alexander  Gnthrie  in  CdinbarfH^nd aaolatMof  JmBoa Xaw* 
son,  the  minister*  He  died  in  the  jrear  1609.  (Melvini  Epist 
pp.  $6y  64, 100.)  His  school  wu  at  Hod4efdo9  in  tho  ;|rear  15d4. 
(Life  prefixed  io  Qishop  CowperS  Wbrks.^  ^De  0ib  Andrea 
^uam  gratom  V^  says  James  Melville.  **  Gnthrsn,  amicissimi 
viri,  Locobrationpulam  nW  perlegeroy  testinionio  qnali  author 
meretar  ornaho*  Ego  ad  eos  literas  dedi.  A  D.  Josepho  HoMd 
christiani  amoris  et  humanitatis  plenissinias  accept :  pro  qnihns 
.iKHi  potui  non  ngeiiB  gratias.  Ejus  m  SaliMnooem  opella^  nuper 
edita,  hene  placet.*'  (Melvini  Epist.  pp.  98—9.) 

+  Ibid.  143, 153,  170,  305<-^,  324.    Letter  (com  A.  Mel- 
ville  to  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  in  Wodzow^s  LifSi  df  Qojt^  p.  49. 
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ornanients.  M  you  (compare  tbem  with  'Bttdia|iaii?8^ 
you  ivOI-dbserre  a  d^i^nce  in  matty  dikigs.  The 
first  psalin  almost  pleaaies  me  V*  Men  of  feal 
genius  (rflen'd^nuid  the  public  Irf  tbe  desultiury 
iiatiire  of  tiic&r  studies,  <»*  by  the  i«ga£cious  dioiee 
which  f^ey  make  of  a  subjttst  on  which  to  exert 
thei]^  tale&m  This  ^  <me  of  Melridte's  fiuilts,  of 
whidh  his  u^hew  adeii  admonished  him*  "*  Why 
do  you  r^uire  evy  judgmlsnt'  (t£  your  TarKs^  ^vMn 
you  know  4^t  I  am  dii^sed  to  form  too  &youi«ble 
an  opinion  ai  all  that  you  do?  {lowtsver,  I  i^udl 
tell  you  what  others  e^y  of  them;  They  say  that 
you  are  doing  what  ha6  hem  done  alro^y^  contend^ 
ingin  vun  with  1^ -great  Biiohanan^  and  neglecting 
what  you  ought  to  da  N«twitfastandilig>  I  do  not 
doubtf  that,  in  tke  course  pf  providence, .  better  tfaitt^ 
mayBeproducedthanhan^o yet  been  executed;  and 
I  am  j^rsuaded  that  you  h«ve  no*  forgotten .  the  work 
wfaicfaryda  promised  f.*'  •  This  drew  £roa^  MeltiHe 
a  defence  of  bis  conduct.  ^  I  send  you  certain  psalms 
'wl^ch  I  have  translated  into  Latin  verse:  an  Iliad 
irfW  Homer,  foraoothi  But  I  an  npfc  like  thp 
prince  of  Latin  poets,  who  says : 

Etsi  me  vario  jactatum  laudis  amore, 
Irritaque  expertum  fallacis  premia  vulgi. 

By  such  small  performances  I  do  not  seek  fbr  glory 
or  popular  applause,  nor  do  I  court  the  bounty 
of  princes  and  kings ;  but  I  yield  to  the  powef, 

^  Melfini  Epkt.  p.  S7.  t  Ibid,  pw  93. 


ii^lijifsee^mil  13^  t}»sL^  inspires' rmi  ^4  da  liot 
s^  m^itobiSeek  to  .euo^pe  fi»m[  ^pfit^e  yesciitioni^ 
m  obe^i  sriyiidiag  fdss&oo^  apdr  indulge  ^  my  ge^ 
mife;  rl  dof  Jtbte  tte'te^re  wilJi^ly  tM  I  ;denve 
ailfantage  miKfld.witli  the  piir^t:  plewiire  &om 
*idi'  stu^eii -and  jome^titne^  reiirit  the*  fe^ddeii 
iBicsmngM  the  prapliet' w^kb  h^  ese^^^  othem: 

adiew  of  etotei#ag  wilA{tho8eT\,db9i;i|dotis  yvha 
I»vp.4e«Wt*(HyfC«tiad  ^way  the  t)^:i'ft'thift^M4! 
<lftlit^rifiiie<  'It  beoraieftQie  to  ^od^ti.y:t)f 

rtiyowD/worte,;  ewrjr^mie  ia  r^y^Q  ifiatfc^-hiiiH 
«^t'  M*t Jirheref ii  the^iidividii^liwbo  does  not 
i$MQbetisiet  fiHp  a^fbot^on  1^  dfngi^r!(>|tp  ^ou$dp. 
But  I'  6n8t  ?to  Ike  keeping  of  thie  gr^t;  Rwler  of 
heayest  aiid^eal^.rto;  whom  hi^ve^  iSfi^(^ite(i  sa^i 
devoled  my  aTl,.atid  jfrliOBegltey  If^h  l/,c«i44:ad- 
vance  with  a  ^iSingn^s  andbl^ty  c«[|;e9poi»diiig 
to  the  great  and  ito^n^Id  i)lQli6  of  Ms  jlgM^n^  a&4 
henfi&sence  vto\^$fds  mfe  1^,''<--N!9t^t}jfi|a«d«^.  th« 
^^iufijlm»  of  1m  ju^ouil  !&ieitjd,  |^¥J|le  ^009^ 
iSnued  his  laboitm  on;  t)ie  pidffis, :a|td  A,8peei«iie|»  ff| 
thimi  was  «oiiimitl;ied  to.  the:  {nrefiis  diiXHig  the  ,t»ii|e 
thatbeJayintheTowiPrtv'         .  ' 

&f^  MeMlii£pi9t.:ppi,  100^402^  .  :     . 

,  f^Tft«  oiily,.i>ati!ije,,of  UifA  pobliwiJtiipii  which  I  h^y^  ,6efn  is 
in  01^  pf  his  If  tters  to  James  Alelville,  (ilated  ^*  £f  Turn,' Jan.  8. 
leio.^*^  ^^Mift©  ad  te  Tehcfe-  aliquot  meos  typis  eicufcw,  bt 
solas  i^^aim-teiiU^idiPstanMi^iiietthtoe,.^^  S^^  re*- 

tfi*^l|Bliii#i^^C^|ltoiEpisl.prmO  r  .       ' 


338  htJm  OV  AKDlttlf  MELTILLE- 

He  tnet  ift  tfai*^  time  with  a  mkfoltims  wbieli 
ga?e  Mm  condd^mble  mieaineM,  '£Hi'piifM»  ooiv* 
taming  allihe  money  wkidi  hf  iMd  lately  reeeiTcd- 
:&#m  Iii»  nq^w,  and  <m  wh^  lie  dependecl  for  hia 
support  duri%  lite  iipproachiii^  wiiten'  was  iloleii. 
It  ia  ptobable  thai  ilii«  act  of  theft  waa  (denHnittea 
by  cne  <^  the  keqiera  e#  the  prieon  i  and'  ifi  Ma 
ohMMMtaneea  H  would  hair^  hem  useiefti  wd  ewn 
cbmgeroiis  to  conplaiii  or  to  take  tt^  foit  veoover- 
ing  hu  1m|  fMperty*  He  Wa^  mUbr  ^  nec^ieiity^ 
tlH^f<»rer(rf'app^j^agaift  to  Jtt^  t^ 

whidim  He  eohv^ed  kilbmiatiM  of  the  tttipleakiint 
oed«rrdti^  in  the  Momng  delteat^  aB^eiy* '  "^  I 
had  lately  in  iby  potti^oii  U{iwdtbrof?ti¥(nit^  Imdi 
^tl^  Se^^diie  species,  kept  with  nH^sw^  taste, 
and  eherl$l^  in  a  warm  n^  inde^  tbtf^hafltfiaf 
iky  wkiga.  Wh^tier^th^  weie  ti«iid  ofH^ir  C9B^ 
^metttttf  lek^ed  widi  a  de^e  ifor  BbertyM  iw 
tiot  jnrepared  to  say ;  b«l  w^Kmt'lBdditig  tfaeif  un^ 
mspieious  h^t  fin'ewdQ,  Ady  poised  thdr  ^  i^^>«fag9 
and  dei^  not  to  r^um,  and  h^ve)^  nte  Wde^OM 
thc^  ahisenee.  I  soothe  iny  gr^  Hif  ^xti^NKts^a^ 
^  Aat  hepfUl^M  disodiyrsi^  ei  ^vidcoM  enii^diKit 
in  Ae^th  copter  of  M^ttlow;  and*  hf  ikm  t«m^ 
sciousness  t;h»t  t  was  not  detdient  itf  at  idbsT^Mk 
derate  care.  The  saying,  The  Lard  wiS  pr&vi^^ 
often  recurs  to  my  inind«^  I  hftte  experienbed  ''fte 
truth  of  it  hitherto  tbrotigh  fte  whytfe?  feoltete^tf^tty 
life;  oi^indgu}fpit  K%tber,  out  of  ?^i;4^^iQ  515py.ini- 
fitmb^v balding pveMtttediM fimn^ami  lasting  Mc* 
treme  want    This  iffiatt  aeeldeHt  tf^dh^i  tia««r 
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hffm  nt^ii!^  w.iBy  lifeit  fapit  it,  16  on^  of  those, 

'    Chialia  mdta  mnri  iHKittie  paUimtitr  ni  ilto^ 

:pe  not  juiiyiifitiye  as  .to  thep^rticiili^ns,  of  which  I 
jWa.^th«r  ^toget^r.i^rtai^^  4t<>g^th^!i^  ignor* 
^^.  an4' I  ^^c  vowf^  silence. 

^^1<|CS:  which  I  have  su9|Ained  is  out  of  those  which 
vpuld  not  have  been  foreseen  or  providecl  againsti 
^and  it  is  cpnnterhalanced  by  another  unexpected 
Advent,  the  firiendly  treaty  whtdh  is  in  prospect ;  so 
.tbftt  it  ^ould  seem  that  the  roaster  of  the  feast  anidl 
styprane  disposer  €£  all  events  has  seen  meet  to 
aiii>glt%  me  4  bitter<^weet  mp*.  Our  e^^Ilent 
ftieiMl  Traill  has  visited  me  i^d  deUvcred Xindsay^a 
tokwtt  of  rMiembiaBfe^  wMch  I  received  fis,  a^pledge 
of  my  eompMe  reititutbn  to  the  college  ^»  I  sm 
afiRidi  lest  the  approaching  wint^  {Hrevent  sailing, 
an4  fwitastop  to  all  <mnmunication  between  u& 
>  Whewfoate,  if  yim  have  any  thing  that  ei^n  be  <rf  use 
to  me,  transmit  it  as  iupeditiQudy  m  posablefv 

This  eaU^  w|is  instantly  ob^ed.  Indeedt  thd 
pune  of  James  |»felville  was  always  at  his  unde's, 
cmsnumdf  and  hia  remittances  wem  uniformly  con^. 
vi^idwilAisiidiriadineisandddkaqras  made  the»i 
^tf^darii^dieraatheperfofmaiioeof  afilial^M^  tf 

*  This  rcfer8|  probably,  to  ft  legftcy  from  Secretary  Lincbaji 
wbo  imJi  been  Cbancelfoi^  of  tbe  UitfvieriiQr  of  Sf  A^tew&. 
1  Melvitti  £pi«^  ^^9^-^. 
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the  discharge  of  a  d^t  of  gratitode,  tfasnus  ^tstui- 
tous  favours  and  ad;s  of  charity  or  geMtosky  to  a 
distressed  friepd^  *^  Riches, :  (say^- be  in  tl^e  IstiKx 
nfhich  he  sent  along  with  the  money)  take  to  them- 
selves eagles'  wings,  Mid  fly  away.  But  there  w 
enough  in  the  sacred  promises  to  wbidi  you  refyx* 
He  who  has  such  securities  itoay  rest  satMedi  ^  Be 
of  good.i^^^^ .th(^efore»  my  father:  the  Good 
Shepherd  shall  supply  y(m  abui^ntly  with  $il 
things.  I  shall  send  you  nioney,  and  you  wift  isend 
me  songs, 

^ucundlora  molle.et  auroi 
!gt  nitidis  potiora  gemmis. 

LfOt  us  continue  this  mutual  intercoifrse ; ,  and  I 
have  good  hojte  that,  as  you  will  nev^  rim  sl^rt. 
ofiversesfor  my  use,  so  I  shall  no4  tun  shoJot.  o£ 
gold  ^or  yours  *."   Melville's  sjum&c  affocds  a.bei^^?, 
ftil  ^cample  (rf  the  union  of  jnety  andj^ratitudb.  , 
'^  Your  succedaneum  for  the  fugitive  gcijUcit^imo^. 
seasonably  to  my  relief.     So  profusely  bcnefice»|,  h^a. 
my  clivine  and  indulgent  Father  beeo  tiQn^ardMa^  9S  \ 
eve»  to  exceed  my  wish^    O  that  I  may:.b»  fotto4^ 
grateful  and  mindful  of  the  benefits  bestdijied  oniAe  - 
by  ^im  who  has  accepted  me  graladtoudy  in  his  Son ! 
that  I. may  love  btm^  who  first  loved  n^e,  izidth  aU.i^ijF, 
uAud,  soiil  and  strength !  and  that  I  naay.  biaiig^fMrtii^^ 
th^  fjM^  of  this  love,  by  ptomyoting  the:. good '^dC. 
his  church  in  these  difficult  times,  and  amidst  all 
the  ingratitude  that;  ahoun^ !-— I  received  the  jS||»ane 

♦  ]!^clvini  Epist.  pp.  92—3, 
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ish  and  British  dngds^  iequa}l|ng  m  tiumb^  the 
Apostles^  the  ^ra(iaB  and  the  E^^onepts,  with  a 
sut^raumarary  on©  pi  the  Seiaphip.  ^pde? :  c^f^m 
conUra  C0r^  I  do  not  rcgoice  bo  much  in  them, 
(aHhei^h  th^se  eonfmutable  pieces  of  xnt^n^y  are  at 
prasetft  i^fery  useAd  to  m&)  as  I  do  ^  the  orenwiijg 
Qfliie  wmn^-  oi  my  deceased  friends,  and  the  pro- 
ijpert).  of  our  friendabipr  bring -perpetuated  in  their 
poflladty^  vibo  hvve  given  such:  a  fgYourable  pre^ 
mge  o£  ftiture  \^irtue^  and  undpuhted  piety;  fqr 
vbat  ^9e  could  have  induced  them  to  take  sudi 
interest  in  my  affairs  at  this  time?  Wherefore  I. 
eoi^mMbulate  them,, mid. I  r^oice  that  this  favour- 
able opportimity  of  transmitting  friendship  unbroken 
from  fifether  to  son  and  grandson  has  been  afford-^ 
ed*;— -So  you  have  the  (confidence  to  say,  that  the 
fom^Ain  of  the  muses  from  which  I  draw  will  be 
exhausted  sooner  than  the  vein  of  your  gold  mine, 
whence  you  extract  the  treasures  with  which  yoa 
supply  tne  so  Uberally.  H(dd,  prithee !  Tak?  care 
^$t  you  say,  especially  to  poets  like  me,  who  when 
I  do  dug,  fdtng  at  the  invitation  of  the  muses  i^nd. 
uiidef  their  inspin^iquu  This  makes  me  more  re- 
gardljsiii^of  the  f^prioioua  judgment  of  critics ;  for  in 

^  Tbis  tcfers  to  the  familj  of  George  Greir,  from  whpm  James 
Melville. b|id  received  part  of  the  money  wliich  he  'sent^'his 
uncle.  (Melvlqi  Epist,  p.  117.)  Greir  wt»  second  minister'  of 
Haddiugtod  (Record  of  Presrb.  of  Hadd.  Jmu  26.  160^.)  y.mi 
married  Eiizabelb,  daughter  ^qf  .J«ii«;t  Lawsoo,  minister  jof 
Xdiobiirgh.  (TettameDt  of  Elizabeth  Lowsone,  in  Commissarr 
Becord  of  Ed  in.  April  5*  1615*  comp.  Inquis.  Retorn.  Geo*  no* 
142.) 
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vrriting  verses  I  do  not  aim  at  vaiti  gl<ny  "or  any 
human  reward,  but  yield  a  freelietniage  to  the  moaes 
and  seek  a  itbend  reereation  to  my  own^  mind.    A- 
bout  other  things  I  am  quite  indiffinrefilK}  only  I 
reckra  aR  the  time  gained  whidb  is  q^Mit  in  these 
sacred  hicubrations,  as  they   help  to  r«cal   my 
mind  from  semdUe  things  to  divine  0pnt^iplati<ai» 
and  fit  mc^  for  the  better  discharge  of  the  dutiea  of 
my  station.    Kor  do  I  contend  ^h  any  hiditridiial : 
so  mudi  as  with  myself*  dvm  whom  if  I^  pia  ait  | 
idvantage  I  consider  myseif  as  hafii^  cianied  off) 
Aepriae*." 

In  thecourse  of  this  yeaf  he  1^  tomoum^lotr 
of  several  of  his  rdations  and  aequlintaiito.  Hia 
feelings  on  receiting  these  melaneholy  tidings,  Mt 
expressed  in  his  letters  to  his  fiiveuriteand  eonrtant 
correspondent,  '^lam  justcomefromrea^fe^ia^tite 
second  epistle  to  Timothy,  which  has  afiayed  tfae-fen* 
mult  raised  in  my  Iveast.  Yet  I  eaimotblit  feei^  She 
Ihat  the  funeral  obsequies  be  duly  peifcMoed. :  Lei 
no  mark  of  tespctetami  friend^ip  be  wmiti^tatke 
memory  <»f  two  bte1lrrett^<><*-%relbren  bath  4f'^AMi^ 
tite  one  by  the  bonds  of  piety^  graeii^  and  cdestial  far« 
cirtage^  and  theother  l^  ihe  ties  of  nature  abKH  and. 
atiU  more  nearly  allied  to  me  than  to  you.  Act,  J 
pray  you*  a  pioiis  and  beeomir^  part  XMsdbarge 
the  debt  due  to  ^race  and  friendship,  to  nature  and 
piapinqiiity.  jDisc&urge  it  .with  tears^  but  let  them 
J^  "die  tears  of  Abrahafm*  the  father  of  us  allj 
'.  .  '.     .-■:.:.  .-■,      -    c  y      ■    ^-'  ^u  o-   ■ 
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"^^ho  rose  tqp  from  weeping  fcr  his  wife«-  Tbeie 
ane  tempoitry  things:  we  mind  tlimg»  th«t  we 
eternal.  ^  Put  tbe  brelhrim^ii^  i«me»i)»«iiee/  and 
exb#rt  tbem  to  ^cnstittcy -^What  a  less^  miespeet 
of  piety  and  ^mditionV  baa  the  dMrch  tastmoed  by 
f^  <S^h  <€  n^y  ftieiid  the  gMtt  Scaligier,  mh^ 
about  the  end  of  Jailiunry»  exchanged  an  eartfily  fiir 
s(htevehly  ooitiMry !  Hotir  era  we  but  be  toiiehed 
«irit^tee]rii])/»^iibetedfor  tk^^  logir  of  siieh  a  peiMB^ 
and  of  l^^it  inAkmbi  wvlovM  in  thiEt  wetld  and  who 
kfave^gtMe  befite^  m!  Of  tveh  tbeie  are  not  a.  ftiw 
loiown  to  yott  who  belonged  tx)  onr  cbwQh^  aid 
wievd  alMed"  to  ui  eitbef  by^natoval  or  sfsritual  eon* 
flttnguinityf  Ktmt,  Arbntbnot^  Sme^,  Lawson» 
RbW)  ^e  Melii&eS)  my  dbat^ist  brofeheya  and  your 
IbA^anid  u»3le#  the  MM)  birotbera  George  and  An- 
dre«i^HayvPM^  Cvilg^IloQodk,iFergw^  Cbrieti- 
9(m,  l^fiABrtAi,  y<^  ittbei)4n-law  Dnrte^  and  mmy 
0Aor8,  after  whwa  ex&mt^  suA  in  whote  feoteteps 
ip0^o^ii/to  preMdanogbitt  ifllpediaieiitB,  aeeidnif 
lia  eiown  ef  glocy  in  llMt  riglit  a^^ 
ttomikor  and  flttUher  of  wr  iiith  bath  tneMwry 
«m|  MliMMted  fit  lit  by  &ki  ewii  blo^ 

''4.:>.  ,^if,;    ii.          -        '      .         ;     '   .    .  •       -   ,.  :.;-,. 

^    ^.  Cur  tam  soUicitk  vitam  coi^suoiiiniit  aimia^  ^ 
Torquemurque  metu,  ccecaqiie  cupidine  rerinh/ 
■ '*'    ■ ' Mtmihqtse  seim  cnri^ ? — > j.^--.  .„   • "  ^ ' 

Hfumaoa  cuncta  fumttflf  umbid^  viautasy 

Et  scens  imago j  et,  vcrbo  ut  absblvami  mhi)/         '  : 

I  am  an  old  man  and  garrulous ;  for  there  is  no^ 
thi]^  in  whidieUttetttali|0gMMfr 'pleasure  than 
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in  jbalking.  Love  al80  pimtt^  Yfi|i  know  it  n^m 
Smnedy  nimoiired  tiiat  I  vvfu^  m  love;  and  wbj^ 
doiil4  I  not  be  seriofidiy  so-^now^  sje^i*g  I  b^an 
Als  last  spiiag  to  grow  yoim^j^^Kui  aad  tQ  play 
the ,boy«  that  I.n^ht  imitate  y«|i  as  ddsely  sms  pos- 
siUe.  You  know  what  I  would  be  at*  JOfk^im 
mpienti  •," 

In  Melville's  letters  to  his  ne^he^  there  is  ofiten 
Tttndi  |>layfiilBe8s,  pxoeee^ng  scknetiiMs  firam  tibe 
madty  <^  his  imaginHiai^,  and  at  «tbar  times  fitmi 
tiie  kinchiess  of  his  heart,  whiph  shjswed  l^it  the 
waiter  pm^ssed  a  great  flow  of  .q)irits,  and  a  mm^% 
ii4iidi,  though  not  idways  exempt  firnn  dhitr^ss^ 
was  always  at  peaee  with  its^,  ^  41  ^se  and  ip» 
We  with  th^  porson  to  wl»>m  it  imp^t^  wt^bto^ 
resenteits  thon^ts  aad  its  Mm^  He.dc^ighyted 
in:  the  a^rm  nmiajam ;  and  in  disemm^g  on..^ 
gra^'cst  aflid  most  momentous  suhjiei^  \fas1r0q«  to.Hie^ 
Uere  his  own  mind  md  iiaA  of  his  conei^nde^  hf 
tito^ing  out  some  pleasant  r^pattee^-orvsi^^^estingi 
some  agi3seahletiiid  joymts  reminiseeiioe.  Bui-  all* 
thai. willnot account  ooap^k^ie  fotillie.s^emiiioir^ 
of  incongruity  and  eren  levity  thi^  th^ai^e.^  in>  tfeie 
omduding  part  of  the  last  extroet^ — ^in  the  suddmi 
transition  frotri  lamenting  over  the  dead  to  jesting^ 
00  love  and  matrimony.  The  follQWing  explanation 
will,  however,  shew  that  the  writer  was  never  m<»e* 
deeply  in  calmest  than  on  this  occasion.  My 
reodecs  must  by  this  time  be  awaare^  although  they 

-  •  •  '.    »'        :.*..•■.''      ^.       :    ft.-  7   jtV)  ;r'*  f .      J 
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have  not  been  expressly  told,  that  Melville  remaiil^ 
ed  a  bftdielor,  axid  conseqtientiy  thai  he  was  now 
m  iAd  one.  They  will  thetefore  he.  surprised  to 
bate  a  correi^ndence  npon  a  tnattimptiial  affliit 
liud  before  them ;  and  tfaey  will  find  that  it  is  not 
elmrgisable  with  tbat  total  absence  of  every  thing 
worMIy  which  made  the  love-letters  of  John  Knox 
so  unpopnkr  and  uhatti-active.  Td  prevent  disap^ 
pdntment,  h(^ever,  I  mnst  inform  thfein,  that  Mel- 
riile  warf  Aot  Ifce  lover;  he  Was't)nly  his  friend  and 
eottnseUor.  Jktmes  Melville,  who  was  ten  yeairs 
^Qger  than  his  uncle;  had  now  been  upwarcte  of  two 
years  a  widower.  Duriiighisl'esidence  at  Newcaslile 
he  bad  beoomer  acquainted  With  a  young  woman,  the 
duughtef  of  a  respectable  deceased  clergyman,  who 
had  beat  viear  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  Sdfice  it 
to  say,  that  the  aecom^kiliments  of  thas  young  lady 
tB^  a  ediquert  of  his  heart,  and  there  Was  every 
leadon  to  think  that  he  would  mianry  her.  Some  of 
his  ^i^tods^  in  tl^  north,  who  were  of  opinioai  that 
it  wte  imprudent  foa*  him  to  marry  at  all,  or  at  any 
rate  to  Ina^  teie  Who  Was  sd  very  much  yonnget 
l&an  himsdf^  conimunicated  ilie  intell^ence  to  his 
hndle,  whoj  they  knew,  had  greater  influence  with 
him  llian  any  ot^er  in^vidual.  Melville  Was  of  the 
name  opinion  with  his  friends,  and  he  made  the 
trausitioh  aHudied  to,  that  be  might  draw  on  ^ 
eorrespimdiinee.on  the  subject,  and  st^gest  to  the 
mmd  of  4iis  nephew  the  impropriety  and  unsteason- 
abtenes^  of  the  step  which  he  was  meditating. 
'  He  had  scarcely  sent  (tf  his  letter,  when  he  receiv* 
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e4  onefipn-J^mes  Mdritte,  m  wfaiglb  after  modert^ 
fy  introducing  tbe  affiur  "^  benwth  WcH-soomBa^ 
Prtekt**  he  gsye  him  a  deacrqptioQ  43f  the  d 
attachqient,  iirfiahadeverywccwnpiegdatioo  but  afiv^ 
tifne^ftated  tbe  reasens  faria^  against  tbe  atep  wUsh 
bepaoppaed  tp  take,  ami  twrneatly  beggadlm  imdcTa 
adviae.  l^efaalle  immediately  pqptied*  "^  Oft  the 
subject  <xfniatnmmyXa^»  he)  lamaia  kea  what 
to  imte ;  as  I  have  no  experieiiee  of  that  happy 
state;  With  you  1  bow  with  xevesanoe  to  the  da^ 
darations  conceming  it  whiok  you  quote  fina  the 
ssered  omdes,  timuf^  my  yeara  plaoe  mt  beycmd 
jflm  teadi  of  their  appKcutfam,  YtiM|^rt;atetbeai^pi>» 
ments  an  botk  sides  mA  fraat  aeaum^  i  bii|^4«  is 
pat  difficult  to*  peroeive  to  what  aifb  yvk  io^omi; 
You  entirely  p^sativar  the  widow^.(the  ^lady  milk 
vAkODi  Jam^  Melnll*  lodged  at- ^^ewFcaat^  and 
whom  hia friends  tboi^i^  ja.fittw  4Mila^  Ibr  Inm) 
^  and  you  launch  outio  ps^Mpof  the  daouel*  '  -This 
l^vesgimind  i^at  amyegting  ymargndgiRffit  pid  fin 
thinking  that  aifiBCtian  and  net  ivasoQ  haa<  the  de^ 
minion*  You  Imre  given  idmisshnt  to  hm^  b«| 
keep  the  door  ftat  bolted  «i  reason  ■  Whether  t^r 
be  €um  ratiane  kmrntm  IvOWttlot  ipf*-  I  know 
you  have  sharp  eyes,  but  in  das  bupiaess  it  is  pm^ 
per  to  use  the  ewrs  also.'^  Haviiig  suggested  sons 
Gonsideratipns,  all  bearing  \a  ^vqw  of  the  wido«^ 
he  adds :  **  but  you  know  th^e  things  muoh  better 
than  I  do ;  and  it  bec(H»s  me  to  remomb^f  iim 
adage  fa^muh  ^  Ahm^  or  ratbei;»  JSbu  filmirmm^Z 
Aft^  8<mie  learned  and  ii^sni^isnwmfkft^on.fge 
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Md  tlie  diflS^Oi^  «eaa»aa  0f'  Ulbf  badced  w^  the 
f^Utbmiy  o£  SoIm,  Smeca,  Van^  and  Vltgil,  h^ 
a^ndndes .:  ^'  Thus,  ivy  denr  Jmxm,  4^  I  addietti 
yw  mtb  tbe  «Mie  fimdtm  whiitth  tlm  elder  Afirien^ 

^m^0xtiwti(m,  jtm  Jiidgni0»l»  nd  yotur  prtideiioe. 
Witliiiiefipeet  to  wbat  I  huited  ahwit  |he  age  at  w)iieh 
y0iiv^&kber.die4  may  beavas  aireisttlie  otoen  ftom 
]^4ttidtomUratliaeenyoiurfiiiei^  TVcv^tc^mtw 
im^oghofi  wedfOM^  Ym  see  iiJlat  a  proUx  letter  I 
hme  ma^lbm  ymh  md  miiw^  a  apiee  of  wb  in  H* 
jidme  191^  Time,  ttpdm:  Oo^  irill  direet  yea. 
T^ibmxer  laa^prflig,  a»d  yet  il^-  catmot  iMve  elf 
prakmff  to  yen^t  lio«9  in  fimd  i^  pnti]ig«''-x«'^  f 
coqpsatolate  myad^  (tajMi  Jamas  MdviBe  in  his 
u^j  io^^limlf^^  siilgect  of 

mimriag(^  I  kiM  dMim  dnb  yoa  tlitee  goldfD  1^ 
|illaflmthjiM6aftlieg^M^  and  of 

tbe  piifiENiiidestleaQiiiigaiid  pftidence.  They  shall 
lie  imiiy  bosom  instaad  oi  a  leib  doring  ^e  water* 
moDdiSy  imtil  I  lunre  taken  that  lime  for  delibeca- 
tm  v^idgii  Ibe  affiiiv  and  my  ctrcmnstanees  reqidre. 
lieverlMfss  I  amiesoivad  to  end  my  ^ys,  soon^ 
or  b^sr,  in  bmravaUe  weAodc : 

NubiJa  mens  e$t, 
Vinctaqae  frenif, 
^       '  Hvc  nU  regn«t.** 

Having  ass^pEied  bis  reasona  ibr  thinking  ihat  the 
mdow  whom  his  friends  recommended  would  be  an 
nnsuitable  paitncar  ^  bimt  be  adis:  ^  I  have  not 
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forgotten  the  saying  of  an  ancient  sage,  '  A  man 
cannot  be  wise  a^d  in  love  at  the  same  timet*  and 
I  recollect  tHe  words  of  the  Italian  writer,  *  Sensd 
moglie,  hen  che  iion  senza  donna,  avenge  che  le  cosfe 
clie  superanho  le  force  nostre  sono  piu  in  denfieivdi 
che  in  nia^sterid?  To  the  instance  of  my  father 
you  might  have  added  that  of  my  brother ;  for  botfi 
of  them  died  in  their  fffty-third  year,  a  circumstliiice 
which  occurred  to  my  own  mind,  and  wMcfc  has 
alfocted  me  not  a  little  since  you  oli^ect^  it.  'Be^ 
is  it  not  eligible  to  have  a  faithfhl  and  affbctimiste 
wife  even  to  watch  by  one's  death-bed  and'  to  dose 
one's  eyes?  and  is'  it  liot  allowed  ifis  to  eiij»y  the 
comforts  of  life  while  we  live?  I'tKuHt  God,  I 
nev^  enjoyed  better  health.  Peiliaps  it  fe  the  last 
effort  of  nature ;  as  in  the  case  of  my  feilfer.  Be 
it  «o :  I  will  rejoicfe  iii  it  as  the  first  *ep  of  ioy 
entrance  into  true  life;  and  mtteh  rat&di^  iCbtM  I 
meet  a  mature  grave  than  suffer  the  grief  wkfeb 
I  would  feel  at  your  death  or  the  ruin  of  ^b'  goiSA 

cause  V'  \  ■   '!      '        ''  **"'' 

His  uncle  was  still  afraid  that  the  step  wa«*  ^ 
imprudent' '  one ;  and  therefore'  fesolted  ^ta  *  tife 
stronger  language  than  he  h^  employed  m  his  f&f- 
mer  letter,  with  the  view  of  making  him  pause,  al- 
though at  the  risk  of  offending  him.  Tbh  was  a 
proof  of  the  truest  friendship ;  for  he  was  at  this 
time  deeply  in  debt  to  his  nephew,  and  had  the 
prospect  of  yet  needing  to  make  additional  draughts 

*  Metvlni  Epiftt;  pp.  81-^PQ,  ^^^-^6. 
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on  his  kindness  and  fiboKaUty .  Having  made  some 
raena^ks  on  the  intdligenoe  wfmh  James  MelviUe 
had  aent  bim^  as  to  the  state  of  dnircb-matters  m 
Scotland,  and  the  jmispect  of  th€»r  i^c^ily  eovomg 
to  a  crmsy  he  thus  addresses  him :  **  Therefore,  I 
aaanot  but  exhort  ypu  to  be  vigihmt,  and  prepared 
inth  reiK)vated  vigour  to  fight  this  glorious  battle, 
fer  which  you  have  been  r^stoi:ed  to  health,  and  re- 
served to  this  day.  All  effeminacy  of  mind  must 
b&iaid aside;  the  old  man  must  be  put  off;  and 
we  mpst  behave  <mrselves  stoutly  and  rescdutely, 
last  in  the  last  scene,  of  ihe^  conflict,  we  £ul  through 
error  cac  fear,  not  to  say  dotage,  to  which  every  slip 
of  old  mcQ  is  commonly  imputed.  Your  son,  An-r 
drew,  hasy  I  hope,  been  with  you  for  several  weeks* 
He,  together  with  John,  Elisabeth  and  Anne,  (the 
mentioning  of  whose  names  must  renew  the  memory 
of  your  dearest  wife)  will  prevent  you  from  being 
&4cinated  and  lulled  asleep  by  die  love  of  this  young 
woman  so  distinguished  fpr  taciturnity  and  pru- 
dence. The  very  argmnents  which  you  adduce  to 
prove  that  you  are  guided  in  this  affair  by  reason 
more  than  affection,  betray  affection ;  not  to  recur 
to.  the,  age  which  proved  fatal  to  your  relations.  I 
dare  not  say,, 

Odum,  Mdvin^,  tibi  malettimi  edt  i 
Otio  exttou  idmiumque  ge^lia ; 
Otium  Reges  simul  et  beatas 
Perdidit  urbea. 

What  you  say  about  s^uldbral  matrimony,  and  so 
forth,  is  all  hy^rbolical,  and  only  sh^ws  how  much 
VOL.  II.  A  a 
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yMi  awenrod  &fvs^  by  yoiKdreetkmi.  The  ^hm 
CMe  is  iSiis^  You  sre  the  &liMr  of^  five  diuldient 
lour  «f  idieBiiJte  at  a  very  critical  ag0t  andtwainf 
^UM  4aiigbtms»  tisril-bai»»  lih^ally  ediM^ted  and 
apfMa^kig  to  matofity.  They  need  your  patenal 
earo  and  sdidtsde  aod  wateyiifai€flL  Yimr  eldfiil 
SOB  ifl  maxried,  and,  althoij^b  he  has  no  diildreo^ 
is  not  to  be  ii€gleeted«  Your  brother's  diildsen  are 
dq)endent  on  you»  and  lequh^  your  attention  and 
asMttanee^  Ai<d»  in  these  rircumstances,  yon  ■«■  ■  ■■* 
CmeeiTe  that  you  hear  your  friend  Dykes^  vvitb 
severe  brmr  and  axdent  eyes,  mA  an  impasrioned 
but  affi^onate  tonei  lUffing  diese  wui  similsa 
oonsidenrtions^pcni  you.  I  merely  mggiei  Ihem 
tUngs  to  yon,  and  am  foreed  to  bieak  oSL  Hay 
(he  antlior  q[  all  good  ooiHisel  gi^e  ym  difnectian. 
Farewell,  and  Ikve  in  the  Lord,  my  dear  Jaines^  I7 
fitr  the  best  betored  of  all  ay  friends.  Take  time 
ioddiberate.    PeOiw  hnH*'' 

It  must  be  confessed  that  in  this  letter , thorn  jiss 
some  severe  things,  and  that  it  ecmtams  impita* 
ts<ms  or  inidnuaticms  which  the  conduct  of  James 
MoIviHe  had  not  merited,  j^  which  qou|d  not  £b^ 
to  hurt  his  feetings.  It  dr^  from  biin  at  spirited 
reply,  in  which  the  respect  wJtuch  hf^  dberishod  Sm 
his  uncle,  and.  the  conviction  which;  he  feU  that  his 
letter  had  been  dictated  by  frjipidAip^  tl^<H)gh  t^ey 
restrained,  ^uld  not  altogether  oone^  or  suppress 
his  irritation.  **  It  would  seem*  that  I  have  used 
too  great  freedom  in  writing  to  you  on  the  affiur  of 
marriage.    To  what  but  tins  can  I  trace  the  un&iT- 
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MmUe,  not  tossy  I«|iiii(m69  nuMois  andmspidtM 
amcemmg  me^-*-4Aat  I  hare  &Ue&  into  cbta^ 
«ni  flayit^  ihe  fiidj  idiing»  skunbtfkig,  «&d  giTuig 
mysdf  up  to  love*  Good  w^s,  pridMe !  I  warn 
txmstmned  to  mswar^  lest,  by.  avermueh  -Mamt* 
ance,  I  should  injure  mtj  reptttotion  und  the  cmuw 
ftp  wfaidi  I  appear.  In  a&swer  to  tl^  dmrge  of  do^ 
tage,  i  might,  as  ^pboddii  says,  tepeat  sueh  tfaiogs 
as  wold  not  proeeed  6ma  a  loot  or  a  dotafd.  I  am 
fiot  ooNdous  that  1  have  turned  a  hMr's4>veadth  ^m 
die  4rtrmght  course  which  I  haw  been  all  ^doing 
puittuig,  or  that  t^efe  is  any  ^shaage  in  my  om* 
due^  emeft  lliat,  as  I  dat^m  nearer  die  goi^  I  fed 
My  MiBii,  tibre'  the  grace  of  Christ,  more  propense 
to  piety  and  holiness.  I  live  here  daily  under  the 
eyes  of  very  acute  censors,  imd  yet  I  hate  no^ 
heard  tbd;  I  hate  been  dunked  with  any  tfamg 
hAuk  &tket  in  iqpeech  of  behaTioor.  St  is  tmf 
idiat  I  at  pvesent  enjoy  greater  ease  than  1  ^onU 
wish ;  but  I  can  say  with  ViigU's  sheplietd» 

O  Meliboee,  Deus  nobis  haec  otia  fecit. 

AmA  pe^ps  I  was^ever  less  i^,  so  that  I  cmM 
igive  such  4in  account,  not  only  of  my  l^rmer  n,d&ve 
^tky  tmt'idso  ^  iny  present  repose,  as  a  ^^Aat  and 
ig9od  man  xMight  to  be  ^epared  to  give.  I  aer* 
itttiMly  4o  not  mean  to  deny  that  I  take  my  rest  in 
-die  night,  «nd  that  I  enjoy  sound  sleiep :  God  hai^ 
Jng  blessed  me  with  health  and  a  mind  free  from 
.^t^aeftng  solitude.  Nor  do  I  deny  that  I  am 
in  ^ve;  l)iit  It  is  legitimate,  lioly,  chaste,  ^sobet 

Aa2 
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leve.  But  I  think  of  ^  stfeood  memage!  I  do; 
and  I  wi^  I  had  thoi^t  of  it  two  years  i^.  It  is 
furely  very  unreaiMKidi^e  that  wb^  ought  to  he  re?- 
gardedaa  an  honour  should  be  now  mentioned  to  my 
di^race.-^Do  not,  my  chaste  &ther,  measure  all 
crtiiers^  yMrsdi^  who,  inflaaied  with  the  sacred  love 
of  the  Muses,  and  reposing  in  the  embraces  of  Miner* 
va,  look  with  severe  indiflPeraoce  on  conjugal  felicity; 
ami  have  all  your  days  abstained  fimn  it  for  the  sake 
of  purer  and  m(»re  refined  delights.  But  I  restrain 
mysdf  I  do  not  pretend  that  I  am  not  under  the  in- 
fluenoe  cX  the  affections,  for  how  then  could  I  be  in 
love  ?  AU  that  I  profess  is  that  they  are  kept  under 
the  renkraints  of  reason  and  rdigion.-p— Your  £riend 
Dykes  talks  scoffingly  in  what  he  sayjs  about  se- 
pulchral wedlock.  It  is  a  calumny,  a  crude  cavil, 
and  savours  too  mitdi  of  choler.  Indeed,  I .  can 
perceive  nothing  of  any  weight  in  what  you  adduce, 
except  it  be  the  incongruity  of  ail  old  mail  marrying 
a  young  woman.  But  I  am  not  an  old  maa,  I  ana 
only  elderly.  She  indeed  is  in  the  flower  of  Hfe, 
being  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  And  who 
that  is  wise  would  not  priefe^  for  a  partner  oaie 
^rho  is  sound  in  mind  and  body,  chaste,  modesty 
yi^ing,  humble,  loving,  open-hearted,  sweet-tem- 
pered* and  thus  every  way  qualified  £or  rendering  li& 
agreeable  ?  A  widow,  or  one  of  more  advanced  ag^ 
who  possesses  these  properties,  is  rara  mis  ifi  ter^ 
ris.  Certain  it  is  I  can  meet  with  ncme  such  here. 
If  the]:iefore  you  concede  to  me  the  liberty  of  taking 
a  wife,  and  do  not  forbid  matrimony  entirely  (wbi(^h 
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I  hpoe  you  win  not  do)  ;^u  must  allow  me  to  efaoose 
a  fit  partner  for  myself.  I  have  many  reasons  for 
not  taking  a  widow,  and  more  fojc  taking  a  young 
woman ;  nor  do  I  want  examples  of  the  best  of  men 
Who  have  acted  as  I  purpose  to  do ;  such  as  Knox, 
Craig,  Pont,  Dalgleish,  and  others  in  our  own 
church.  But,  that  you  may  know  how  differently 
my  friend  IDykes  thinks  froni  your  fictitious  friend 
of  that  name,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  he  congra- 
tulates me  on  my  atti^hment  to  an  excellent  young 
woman  who  entertains  for  me  a  recijurocal  affection, 
ynll  take  cm^  of  me  in  my  declining  years,  and  be 
a  s(^ee  to  me  during  my  exile.  I  have  oiily  to 
request  of  you,  my  lovipg  father,  that  you  form  an 
equally  favourable  opinion  of  my  intentidns,  or  that 
at  least  you  pardon  in  me  what  you  may  not  be 
able  entirely  to  approve  *." 

This  letter  convinced  Melville  that  his  nephew's 
xesolutiim  was  fixed,  and  that  he  had  proceeded  ra- 
ther too  far  in  opposing  it.  He  therefore  yielded 
with  a  good  grace,  and  announced  his  acquiescence. 
*^  Our  friend  Bamford  haa  delivered  me  your  very 
serious  and  very  long,  but  not  prolix,  letter.  The 
longer  it  was  the  mpre  agreeable,  although  it  c(m«^ 
tained  some  thipgs  which  I  could  not  r^ad  withmit 
tea^.r-Your  apology,  like  the  garden  of  Adonis, 
jdanted  with  the  most  ddicious  flowers  and  adorned 
with*bower-work,  exhales  nothing  but  pure  and  sa- 
^ed  loves,  which,  although  of  the  most  delicate  kind, 

*  Aielvini  Epist  pp.  114—116,  126—133. 
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mi^t  ci^tiTate  MiiierTa  nAtr  tban  V«bw  : 

niam  dulcis  amor  tinctis  in  Nectare'telis ' 
Indboit :  6^e  mm  proprias  attexuit  aks^ 
Inciiie  meas  quibus  ac£a  manut  perdue  on  votereL 

It  has  penetrated  my  heart,  tiat  to  say  weonded 
it ;  and  almost  made  me  to  sigh  after  such  happi- 
ness.   But,  aks !  it  is  too  late  at  my  advanc^  »ge. 
What  remains,  thetefbre,  bat  that  I  congratulate 
yoB,  and  encMrage  you  to  go  on  in  yow  viirtiious 
coune?  Yondoinju^ioetdmyDykeaaadme  w^eii 
you  accuse  ua  ^  haMering ;  a  fiAilt  which  ib  aa  fi>- 
reign  to  his  dii^positicm  as  it  was  frmi  the  dei9^  ^ 
my  Utter.    What,  my  sod !  Wottid  I  mode  you  on 
so  serious  sttiA  sacred  a  sutifeet?  Far  be  this  from 
one  who  strives  against  ev^  thing  thart  is  unamiai- 
hle  about  him,  or  which  merka  the  disKke  of  good 
fiten.     May  yoctt  Idrve  sueeeed  and  be  crowned  wi& 
the  most  fortunate  ^nd  auspicious  issue  to  you  and 
yours!  If  1  seemed  to  oppose  it,  impute  tiiis  tiryour- 
s^lf  and  yo«r  urgent  request  for  my  opinion.    Vftut 
0ould  I  prerail  on  myself  to  cmoeal  from  you  m^ttt 
I  heard  from  ethers  6t  siispedted  they  woidd  say, 
^at  I  might  extkeyaa  to  kxdc  narroi^  4o  yocir- 
iself  and  your  at&ini  at  this  erisb.     Iwfw  ^ctogrrtu- 
}ate  and  give  joy  to  MdHsmt  as  llie  imctsMif  of 
'ES&K^    |t  is  my  i»«yer  that  she  may  i^iend  many 
haffpy  yestfs  in  your  company,  and,  wh^t  is  mor^  fliat 
she  may  make  you  the iiither  <^a  fiur  oAprin|  ** 
The  matrlage  took  plaeeaeeonfingly,  ai^  appears 
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to  have  hem  at^nded  m&  hapPT  ^ffi^i^^-  Mdvilk 
ney^  had  the  pleasure,  of  seemg  his  fair  young  neice^ 
Vot  he  sent  his  affec^nate  sahitationsf  ^  the  honied 
Mehtsa"  in  every  letter  whieh  he  wrote  to  his  ne- 
pheWr  who  took  particular  pleasure  ia  aeknowledgtng 
tbe  conipliment  Whatever  may  be  thought  as  to 
the  prudenee  of  his  second  marriage^  it  is  but  jus- 
tiee  to  Jam^  Mdville  to  sfty^that  it  had  no  in^ 
iuencem  eaervativg  his  mind,  or  m  hiBmg  him 
lato  indoknce  w  wdsffexemae  abowt  the  cause  for 
vihich  he  was  Sr  witaess  and  a  waSent.  He  ie|e(^ 
ad  the  offbr  <^  a  faishopsfik,  whidi  Sir  John  Aa- 
stiutberjiiaikhim  in  tibe  upie  oi  the  King;  ha 
rd&ued  to  ^paatdrnm  hia  U^ecty  fay  aeocding  to  een^ 
ditions  inoonsbteat  with  Ma  principles  * ;  he  fsoxm- 
sdkd  and  eneounged  his  hrethtes  in  Scot^d  hp 
his  kEtte»K;.andhe  dxem  up  seveni  wri^ngs^  hia- 
toxieal  and  qpologe^nl,  xelatixq^  to  the  ehurcb  of 
Soodand^whkdi  he  oidy  waited  the  eonseiit  of  his 
bsethren  and  m  £t  i^yiortunity  to  publish  to  die 
wodd^  In.  tins  last  nespect  he  had  some  ground 
£Nr  letsSiatioB  en  his  undk^  whom  he  urged  to 
jmSom  his  promises,  by  putting  the  finAshing 
faaad  as  speedily  as  possiUe  to  his  work  on  th« 
epbeopal  Gimtiovarsy.  This  work,  thou^  not  l^ 
mde,  pDoceeded  slowly,  rad  was  often  kitem^ted 
bj^ stu^ nuaeeoqgenidl  to  the  taste  and  di^s^aisa^ 
taonoi^th^aiijyior^  To  the  frieie^y  r^nonstranoe^ 
^|tispepb<^,  MehiHe  replied:  ''  By  the  para^ 
phrases  of  whidi  I  send  you  a  specimen,  I  sustain  the 

•  Cald.  vii.  72,  208. 
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iuibecility  of  my  qpirit,  which  hidterto  has  xi(^  heeor 
lisft  destitute  of  Christian  confidence^  or  of  any  kiixd 
of  consolation,  by  him  who  in  his  mercy  has  hoootar- 
ed  me  to  £AVour  his  cause,  if  not  by  actual  seirkes,  at 
least  by  sincere,  though  many  ways  imperfed;,  pur- 
poses and  endeavours.  It  grieves  me  that  I  cannot  be 
present  to  assist  it,  aad  that  I  can  do  so  little  for  it 
in  my  absence.  But  why  do  I  say,  it  grieves  me?^ 
No ;  I  do  not  grieve»  though  I  once  grieved  thi^t  I 
had  been  so  unprofitaUe  to  the  church  oC  Chrifit. 
Witliout  my  assistance  the  supreme  Judge  haihr 
pleaded  his  own  cause,  and  he  will  pl^d  it  still 
further  *. — In  remincUng  nie  of  my  promise  you  act 
a  friendly  and  a  prudent  part,  knowing,*as  you  do» 
my  habitual  indolence  and  supin^iess.  Yet  I  can* 
ledeem  my  pledge  with  no  great  expenee  or  labour*: 
The  oontrorv^sialists  to  whom  you  refer,  torture  the 
passages  of  soripture  which  tht^  all^e  f<Hr  pseudo^ 
episcopacy;  and  they  have  been  already  rented  by 
others.  Nor  do  they  place  tl^eir.  chief  confidence  jin 
these,  but  their  forte  lies  in  the. mask  of:antiquity^ 
and  the  pretext  of  royal  authority,  whidi  they:  boast? 
Uigly  r^resient  as  supreme  and  abscdute.  •  They  dam 
}K>t  come  out  into  the  open  field,  nor  will  they  commit 
t^^nselves  in  any  contest  which  is  not  to.be  finally 
decided  by  the  arbitrary  authority  of  an  individual; 
By  means  of  injunctions,  prodami^ions,  edicts,  and 
a  shew  of  judgement  they  break  tfarou^^  all  bairkrjs; 
mid  pervert  all  law»,  both  Jiuman^nd  divine^    Ke^ 

*  Melvini  Epist.  pp.  107—8. 
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yimc&siU  easy  on  the  kead  of  my  •  thrasoaic  boasting  ;• 
for  I  measure  the  cause  by  the  force  of  truth  and 
not  my  own  abilities,  and  look  for  victory  over  the 
prostrate  ai:dacity  of  our  adversaries  throu^  the 
divine  blessing.  In  so  good  a  cause  I  do  not  A^-^ 
spair^bding  able  at  least  to,  answer  whi^n  dialle^- 
ed ;  but  ii»stead  of  arrogating  ainy  thiqg  to  myfielf,  I 
am  disposed  to  attribute  mudi  to  the  exertions  of.  my 
brethren,  whose  industry  I  cannot  but  appkud  *•'' 

The  same .  arte  of  court-policy  which  had  been 
put  in  practice  for  a  number  of  years  continued. to 
be  employed  fw:  the  overthrow  of  pr^sbyt^y  m, 
Scotland  And  as  its  ablest  and  m^t  resolute  d^-. 
fenders,  were  eith^  exiled  or  imprisoned,  these  arts 
were  but  too  successful.  The  bishops  were  consci- 
ous .  that  there  were  iuBup^able  difficulties  in  the 
way  o£  tiheir  immediately  aceomplishing  their  object 
While  they  wafe  at  w,ork  in  removing  these,. they 
cmitrived  artfully  to  lay  asleep  the  jealousy  of  their 
opponents  and  to  Und  up  their  hands,  by  enga^g 
tbnn  in  a  treMy  for  peace  and  accommodation. 
At  a  ccm&renoe  held  at  Falkland  in .  June  1608^ 
and  at  a  packed  General  Assanbly  convened  at 
Lanlithgow  in  the  subsequent  month,  both  parties, 
mih  professioBS  of  mutual  r^^ard,  agreed  to  leave 
the  matters  in  dispute  to  be  settled  by  a  certain 
number  of  individuals,  and  promised  upon  oath  to 
.abstain,  in  the  mean  time,  from  agitatipg  them,  or 
paying  any  thing  in  private  or  public  which  might 

*  Melvtni  Epist.  pp.  134—5. 
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teod  takeep  aH?e  the  dMseiisioii  ^.  At  a  mc 
IkM  in  May  l609f  they  nut  only  renewed  tlus  en^ 
gagement,  but  also  joined  in  ba  adUresa  to  die  King 
in  which  they  fennaBy  gave  him  thanks  ft»  bia  es- 
er1i<ms  to  settle  the  churdi  in  fieacef  •  When  a 
flihenie  is  on  idot  fer  overturning  die  libeitias  md 
eonstitttticm  <tf  a  sooiety,  all  soA  CTgagments  tc^ 
silence  and  die  matnteMnoe  of  peace  are  emmMmng 
and  dangetons*  In  the  present  instance  the  en*^ 
gi^ment  waa  a  yirtnal  retractation  of  the  cqipodtk»i 
hitherto  maai^ed  against  ^soopacy;  It  inqplted 
an  aoioMmle^einent  ob  Ae  part  of  the  pisfibyte- 
rhms  Aat  the  matters  in  dispnte  vmtt  incBffiesest, 
and  coMeqnen%  no^t  be  submitted  t»ont  of  re< 
gard  to  peace  rad  in  obedienoe  to  royal  amthoi^. 
It  dxot  the  moudla  (^  sndi  as  fened  an  oadi,  or 
exposeditiem  to  censwe  as  violatsrs  of  theiir  pao^ 
Base,  pm¥ided  they  ^should  find  irt  tfaek  doity  to 
testify  agaittst  prooeedii^  hurtAd  to  the  itrteresls 
of  rri%ion;  iriitte it  impoaed  no  vestraintqii.tibQas 
who  had- the  power  in  thidr  haad%  and  who  t  had 
diewn  by  thmr  tonnet  conduct  that  th^  ^^?^ 
Sample  on  the  most  sacied  engagements  ^.  '\ 

It  was  during  this  dseeitfol  truo^  that  lii0  effsb- 
nasticat  leaders  took  a  rtep  whkhtiiiy  had  faitlMfto 

*  CaU.  viu  146^  195— Ml.  SeotV^A|olo|;  N^Mrrat.  jjf.  SU 
—217.  Melville's  HUt,  of  DecL  Age,  fp.  225,  840—2^  * 
t  CM.  vii.  297— SIO.  Scot,  g»-^Mr,  Melrflle,  flgft -^IWtf^ 
t  la  akctsrio  Um  Kiag,,  asteA  Lkilitfagov  Jafy  laak  iCOO,  iim 
biahopt,  saj:  *<  So  dow  Sir,  at  we  hope^forsn  end  of  all  oqr 
coateDtioBt,  and  a  prevailing  in  ymr  MafeilyU  Mmbr/*  &c. 
(BIS.  is  BibL  Jarid.  Edis.  M.  6«  9.  no.  61.) 
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(wdbBy  tfvmdecL  They  had  all  alei^  denied  ika^ 
Aare  was  ny  mtentioB  of  moulding  the  govets-^ 
rnent  irf*  the  <&im^  af!ter  the  English  {mrn^  and  had 
yindtcated  the  changea  wfaieh  had  heen  suceeflfiiTely 
mtiodnced  on  the  sc^re  ut  their  being  maeffiil 
for  Ttcaveriag  the  eeetesiaMical  prq>erty)  or  viieewf 
sary  to  gm  aatisiaetion  to  Ae  King.  They  wm 
nsfomed  a  diaiige  of  sentii&eiit  A  mm  I%h^ 
they  alleged,  had  sprang  up  in  their  minds  dnxii^ 
their  kte  studies ;  they  were  eonTinced  t^t  epia^ 
eopaicy  wHs  more  agreeaUe  to  S<sripti»^  than  thai 
totm  of  govermnent  whic^  had  been  est^liiAiedl  ra 
Seotland;  and  th^  were  willing  to  invpart  tito 
reason!^  wfaieh  had  eolivinoi3d  then  to  their  hretbiwi 
who^  were  of  a  diffeient  mind.*  With  this  view 
Aey  proposed  that  the  question  shauAA  be  sabmitted 
I&  Ik  fotmal  dispute.  Considering  whaft  the  emduet 
ef  the  bkhops  4iad  been  finr  a  course  of  yens,  tibeir 
j^fesaons  of  eodden  c<myersion  were  tnme  than  sus^ 
pieiow,  and  it  was  not  dyffl<^t  to  traee  ^m  ''  new 
figbi**  to  its  proper  aouree^.    Howev^,  dnee  of  the 

*  Wben  Cowper  was  made  Biahop  of  Galloway,  an  old  womaa 
wbo  bad  been  one  of  his  parisliioners  at  Perth,  and  a  favourite, 
coiffd  not  be  persuaded  that  ber  minister  had  desierted  the  pres* 
b^ttfim  caaM.  BetoheA^  aattify  beiailf,  sbo  piid  biai  a  nirii 
in  tbo  Canoagate,  whege  fao  bad  bis  residence  aa  Dean  of  thm 
Cbapol  Rojal*  The  retinae  of  serrantfr  through  which  she  passed 
staggered  the  good  woman^s  confidence  ^  and  on  being  ushered  Into 
tbe  room  jrbere  tb«  bishop  sat  ia  state,  she  exehti med,  ^  Ob,  fiir  ! 
vbalH  tbiii  Aad  je  W  tmily  Wt  tbt.^uid  cooBe^  aai  titM 
yielale  l'*.*^.*^  Janet^  (said  tfaa  bisho|p)  I  bate  got  new  light  opoi) 
Ibese  tbiags,'^-^**  So  I  see,  Sir  (replied  Janet)  '^  for  when  yt 
Ws  at  Perth,  ye  bad  but  aV  candh^,  and  now  Jt^t  got  twa  to« 
bre  ye ;  that's  a*  your  new  Ugh$.^^ 
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muiisters  of  Fil^  Sc<»t,  Dykes,  aoid  Carmiebad^ 
aeeepted  their  challmige,  and  prepared  S^c  the  eosw 
tesA.  But  it  was  eneugh  &r  the  patroas  <^  epbeo^ 
pacy  to  have  called  in  qua^ion  the  reedved  diseip- 
line,  and  they  fexmi  excuses  for  putting  off  the  dts^ 
cwnimwhidi  they  bad  provoked.  Toassbtthemin 
the  dispute,  or  to  terrify  the  ministers  into  sikBee, 
Dr  Abbot  and  two  other  learned  divines  weie  sent 
down  frwi  Engliuid.  Without  wishing  to  dero- 
gate from  the  talents  of  the  Englieh  missionaries 
we,  cannot  help  saying  that  they  gave  but  sAender 
proofs  of  dieir  prowess  on  this  oocasi^i.  Had  they 
come  to  Scotland  four  years  earlier,  when  the  most 
able  defend^s  of  presbytery  were  in  the  country  aikl 
at  liberty,  they  would  have  had  an  iionouraUe  oppor- 
tunity of  rignalizing  themselves  as  the  champions 
<^  the  hiaBrdiy ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  rc^al 
insinuation  at  the  Hampton-Court  conference,  we 
will  venture  to  say  that  they  would  have  run  tio  risk 
ijf  having  their  doctoral  habiliments  tord*  although 
the  sleeves  of  their  ctssoc]cs  might  have  been  a  little 
disordered  by  the  rude  fervour  of  Scottish  eloquence. 
But  their  coming  at  the  present  time  and  travers- 
ing the  country  in  state,  bore  too  strong  a  resemb* 
lance  to  tl^  conduot  of  a  bravo,  who  proudly  walks 
tile  stage,  when  he  knows  that  his  antagonists  have 
been  seized  by  the  officers  of  justice  or  bound  over 
to  keep  the  peace.  The  English  doctors  were  con- 
tent with  insinuating  themselves  into  the  good 
opinion  of  the  ministers  in  private,  and  with  setting 
forth  the  recommendations  of  their  ehurch-polity 
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in  the  discourses  wbicb  they  ddivered  from  the 
l^racipal  pulpits  in  the  kingdom.  Dr  Abbot 
pireaehed  before  the  General  Assembly  at  LinKthi- 
gow,  abd  had  public  thanks  given  him  for  his  **  ex^ 
cellent  sermon  ^«"  Sudi  commendations  were  then 
le&  eompUmentary  than  they  have  beeoine  in  the  prt' 
seBt  ebaiii^le  age,  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  sermon 
was  exodlent.  Indeed,  a  more  prudent  ^(Ace  of 
a  missionary  could  not  have  been  made.  The 
Mifiible  manners,  moderation,  and  zeal  for  idie  re* 
formed  i^ligion  by  which  Abbot  was  distinguidied 
eoiild  not  fail  to  have  a  prepossessing  influence  in 
fovoMr  <j£  his  opinions.  But  if  :his  mission  contrt* 
bttited  to  the  overthrow  of  <^e  presbyterian  churdi 
of'Sieotlaiid,  she,  in  her  fall,  todc  a  severe  rev^ige 
on  her  rivaL  In  reward  of  his  services  on  this 
oocaston.  Abbot  was  advanced  to  the  archbudiopridc 
of  Canterbury ;  and  we  are  assured,  l^  those  who 
shonoldf*  know  the  foot,  that  his  seini«fmritanicd 
prindples  and  moderate  administration  were  a  pria- 
cipal  cause  4)f  the  subsequent  ruin  of  the  hierarchy, 
and  triumj^  of  pvesbjrtery,  in  England  f. 

From  the  aocaunts  of  the  truce  which  were 
brought  him  in  the  Tower,  Mdville  was  at  first  in- 
dined  to  fonn  a  favoiuaUe  opinion  of  that  measure. 
But  his  nephew,  who,  from  his  proximity  to  the  scene 
of  action,  had  a  better  opportunity  of  being  acquaint^ 
ed  with  the  exact  state  of  matters,  and  the  real  inten- 

*  MS.  in.  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  M,  6.  9.  n.  61. 
t  Heylin^s  Hist,  of  the  Presbyterians,  p.  383.  Clarendon^s 
Hist.  L  88—9.  Svo.  n07. 
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iions  of  the  nding  partjr^  disiqyprofQd  of  it  from  tiie 
Jbq^ianiiig,  and  had  warned  Ins  taretkfen  agaiMi 
iigreeing  to  H  *.  ^  I  am  afraid  ^keiaya,  ifi  a  letter 
to  his  tmde)  diat  jmnc  sciution  of  my  dtflSeuitiea  it 
not  tstirfactory.  These  twenty  indmdwdt  (who 
imt  at  FalUaiid)  were  ehoseii  hy  the  General  Ao* 
oemtiy  to  detomi&e  aH  matters  ^t  weee  in  oeii- 
troirersy.  Tliey  hare  decided  that  the  tmo^  asid 
the  addsesi  appixmng  of  the  royal  meaenios,  diafi 
he  iidbliahed  in  all  the  dnndies  of  the  kingdemv 
aad  iAotnoneriiall  speak  against  tibem.  Andtfiey 
hate  ^psmised  to  use  aU  their  infliienee  to  in^ 
dnoe  thcBT  laKlhiieii  to  aoqniesoo  in  this  decMM; 
The  liidu^  bdart  of  tbek  svKoess  to  his  Mi^eety^ 
wbA  afipeai  to  the  letter  rohscnbed  hy  aU  the  dele^ 
^tes;  It  is  tnie  that  our  enelknt  heethroi  who 
iuiTo  heen  f)faK)ed  in  the  &OBtt)f  Ae  hatAe  were  &r 
inm  intending  tiii%  asid  are  vow  griarod  at  tbe  ad>- 
Tontagei^hiohhaaheelitidcmiof  them*  flttihioi^ 
iimt  otcflT'^onfidtnoe  in  the  goolneia  of  the  eoine 
and  in  their  own  otadiiig,  die  mhck  diaei^e  haa 
heen  called  in  question.  Bof  it  has  hoot  mth  the 
gxeateat  dUBcttky  that  I  faaare  hom  sUeibr  some  time 
hook  h>  reatmin  CamidMd^  Djlcea,  rad  iMtani 
^(iiesaironidiqNitatian)  aeiteointe%«inillieso^ottn^ 
men  in  thestrex^th^  the  eamo <wiiieh  no  deiAt 
is  ooHunendahle^  and  in  ihek  owb  nUlitieB.  Bnt 
who  does  not  paxeire  the  danger  ^of  ^isputwog  he^ 
fore  such  a  judge?  for  the  king  w3J  43e  the  judge. 

♦  CM.  y[\.  126,  202,  289.     MeWHfe's  Dccl.  Age,  2f.6>. 
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Tlie9refi»*e  I  cbaad  the  mot9^***rmt  ctiy  the  oirer- 
<ftaow^  tbe^iidplme,  bat  abo  the  thiaUosi  ^ 
eoMdeoee  vmdti  tibe  mask  of  fiirheariaiee,  takmtioih 
and  boudd  of  pence*  For  what  vol!  not  efimapA 
aien,  p^^of  peotettaat,  pteiume  to  do  iw  the  ad* 
vanoement  ^  their  aehemes?  whSe  thoie  tf  tht 
pmer  sort  will  not  dare  eveiK  to  mutter*  N  ^.  hat 
long  1^ finished  a  large  answer  to  Barlow;  birt 
imless  be  eaa  seente  a  naifitenaoee  for  hk  family  in 
escUe  he  is  unwffii&g  tt  pabliBh  it,  and  I  eannst 
tixge  him,  X  also  ha^e  mimy  things  in  my  Adver^ 
«artJ0,  but  they  ttre  Ma  sword  in  its aeabhaid.  In  the 
meantime;^&eG¥eek«ai^  masta^»4)f  theeity»'  wfaidb^ 
if  Botafatady  in  flames,  is  deserted  by  its  defiHidenf .'' 
MelviU^icoald  not  deny  the  ioisoe  of  these  xeasom^ 
fatft  8t91  he  was  dinpoQed  to  put  a  more  £|voinraUe 
oonstaruetion  cm  the  oonduet  4^  his  Inethsen.  ^^  If 
they  have  erred  ^y#  be,  in  his  anM^  to  the  above 
tettar)  I  am  of  pinion  tthM  they  hjvve  erred^  more 
trough  fear  than^dd^-eonfidaEice*  If  tiiey  have  been 
goslty  of  any  oTOrsi^t,  it  has  proceeded  from  de- 
jection rikther  tiban  efaition  cf  mind.  N<»r  need  we 
wonder  at  ^m,  i^n  we  Jreedkct  what  hts  Mnj^sty 
has  lately  published,  in  his  contest  with  Bellarmin^ 
as  to  lliecnmeB  of  the  Piuritans,  and  his  starong  and 
decided  hoiitility  against  that  ]^rty^r-^If  we  consider 
l3ie$e  decktations^  wo  may  Oasily^  conceive  what 
grounds  our  brethren  had  £9r  fear^  and  how  they 
were  induced  to  ratify  the  truce  :|:.  * 

*  Probably  Mr  Jobn  Carmicbael,  mlaister  of  Ely. 
t  Meiviat  Epist.  pp.  123-^125.  %  Ibid.  p.  134. 
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This  Was  one  of  the  amiable  tmaits  in  MelviUie's 
i&amcter.  He  waa  hiimelf  a  stranger  to  fear ;  ai^ 
no  roan  was  Icss^  disposed  to  make  concesoons  hurt- 
fnl  to  trathy  or  to  ^ire  way,  even  f&t  an  honr^  to  the 
insidious  proposals  of  its  adversmies.  Yet  thare  was 
so.  man  m^re  ready,  than  he  was  to  make  allowanees 
lor  those  who  fiuled  through  defeet  of  courage  or  of 
firmness ;  and  provkied  he  was  satisfied  of  their  inte- 
grity and  good  intentions,  he  censured  their  faults 
with  the  utmost  reluctaiMse  and  tenderness^  He  was 
even  averse  to  form  a  hwsh  judgement  of  the  mo- 
tives of  those  individuals  whose  conduct  he  most 
dedidsdly  condemned.  ^^  Notwithstanding  the 
stormy  s^uK>n,  (sa3r8  he,  in  a  letter  toafri^d  in  Soot- 
tend)  I  have  felt  nothing  hitherto  but  fair  and  pleas- 
aht  weather,  keeping  both  .<mil  and  body  in  a  cheer- 
ful disposidon.  Such,  is  liie  bountiful  grace  of  our 
merciful  heavenly  Father  toward  me  in  this  vale  of 
misery  and  i^adow  ofdeath.  So  that  nothing  has 
come  against  my  heart  to  trouble  me/b^t^the  afflic- 
tion of  the  brethren,  and  the  bearing  down  of  the 
cause  by  the  ignorance  of  some  a&d  the  craft  ^f 
others;  &r  charity  ^11  not  suffer  ^ine!  to.  -suspect 
maliee  iii  any  *." 

James  MeiviUe's  predictions  were  soon  verified 
to  the  full  During  the  time  agreed  on  for  a  cess- 
ktiim  of  hostilities,  the  bii^ops  were  busily  employ- 
ed  in  strengthening  their  influence,  and  in  ripening 
theb:  plans  for  execution.     At  the  parliament  held 

*  Cald.  vii.  210. 
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in  1609,  none  of  the  tnkiisters  w^e  present  to  op^ 
pose  aiy  meawres  hostile  to  the  church  that  might 
be  proposed.  The  Commksary-conrts  were  kip^ 
j^ressed;  and  the  power  oi  judging  in  matrmumial 
and  testamentary  causes,  and  in  all  otheiB  <^  a  mix^ 
ed  kind»  which,  since  the  Reformation,  had  been 
subjei^ed  to  commissaries,  was  tran^rred.to  tli» 
bishops,  in  their  seveml  dioceses  f.  JjBOtge  sums  of 
money  were  expended  by  the  King*  in  bnying  back 
the  alienated  episcopal  lands  »id  revenoes,  that  the 
Ush<^  might  Uvein  a  stile  suitable  to  their  rank  f . 
Ardibishq)  Spotswood  was  made  aa  Sxiraordkiary 
iLcHd  (if  Sasaon,  to  prepare  the  way  fisr.the  restora* 
tion  of  the  episcopal  order  to  the  {daeewludK  they 
had  form^ly  ^h^  in  diat  court  ^.  But  nothing  ccfb- 
tributed  more  to  tiie  advancement  of  their  designs 
.than  the  power  which  they.received  from  the  court 

*  Act.  Pari*  Scot*  iv^  430—1.  The  bishops,  in  a  Memorial  to 
biniy  had  recjuested  his  Majesty ^s  interposition  to  procure  this 
po^er  for  tluetn.  (Scolds  Apolog.  Narrat  p.  2SL  Printed  Cald. 
^^*6020 

t  J^mes  Melville  says  that  this  cpst  the  King  "  above  300,000 
lib.  Sterling.^*  (Hist,  of  the  Decl.  Age  of  the  Cbarch  of  Scotland, 
p.  263.     Simsotii  Aiinales,  p.  124.) 

^  This  was  one  of  th^  requests  in  the  Memorial  rtferred 
to  in  the  )a.n  note  hut  one.  In  a  letter,  dated  Feb,  18,  1610, 
Glad&taneft  says ;  "  Your  Majesty  may  look  for  uniform  and 
constant  service  from  all  my  brethren,  the  prelates,  whom  also 
yeul"  Maje^tr  will '  please  to  encourage,— partly  when  places  in 
the  Session  shall  vaik  by  promoting  some  moe  to  the  same,  whtlk 
will  both  repair  tlie  decay  of  our  livings  and  patriifionj^  and 
procure  the  ciependance  of  the  rest  of  the  ministry,  who  have  their 
fortunes  and  estates  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  that  judicatory.' 
(MS.  in  BibK  Jurid.  Jldin.  M.  6.  9.  no.  68.) 
VOL.  II.  Bb 
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to  modify  or  fix  die  stipeocb  ci  the  mimtters.  ^^  By 
augiWDtatioii  they  dlured,  by  diminuticm  they 
weakened  a  Bumberi^  the  ministry ;  and  that  so  cov- 
ertly, that  one  cause  was  pret^ided  publicly  and  aii- 
oilmr  aHq^ed  in  secret^." — ^^^The  bishc^  sit  at  the 
bdm  (says  James  Melville,  in  a  lettar  to  his  unde) ; 
the  lest  of  the  commissioners  being  dther  removed 
by  them,  or  withdrawing  of  their  own  accord.  The 
hidiop  of  St  Andrews  ke^  a  splendid  establish- 
ment at  Edinburgh,  consistingof  his  wife,  diildrrai, 
and  a  great  retinue  of  servants ;  and  ostentatiously 
diqphys  his  silken  robes  every  Sabbath  in  Brmse's 
pnl^t  before  the  magistrates  and  nobiUty.  Crowds 
of  poornnnisters,  mean  souls,  beside  his  door,  press 
rAmd  him  when  he  comes  abroad,  and  fat  the  sake 
of  dieir  stipends  (the  modifying  of  which  is  entirely 
in  his  power) xlo  every  thing  but  adore  him.  What 
say  you  to  this  f  ?"  At  last,  the  power  of  the  bishops 
was  carried  to  the  highest  pitch  to  whidi  the  King 
could  raise  it,  by  the  introduction  of  the  English 
Inquisition,  the  court  of  High  Commission.  This 
arbitrary  and  despotical  court,  whose  proceedings 
was  r^ulated  by  no  fixed  laws  or  forms  of  justice, 
had  the  power  of  receiving  appeals  from  any  ecdesi- 
astical  judicatory,  of  calling  before  it  all  persons 
accused  of  error  or  immorality,  and  all  preachera 
and  teachers  in  schools  or  colleges,  charged  with 
speeches  which  were  impertinent,  contrary  to  the 
established  order  of  the  church,  or  fovourable  to 

♦  Printed  Cald.  pp.  574,  578.  t  Melvini  Epist.  p.  1S5. 
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those  who  had  heen  confined  dr  banii^ed  for  con- 
temptuous offences;  and,  on  finding  them  guilty, 
it  had  power  to  depose  and  excommunicate,  ine  and 
imprison  them.  The  presence  of  an  archbishop  was 
necessary  to  the  validity  of  all  its  meetings,  and  it 
was  easy  for  him  to  summon  sudi  associates  as 
were  devoted  to  his  will ;  so  that  it  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  an  episcopal  court.  ^*  As  it  exalted 
the  bishops  far  above  any  prelate  that  ever  was  in 
Scotland,  so  it  put  the  King  in  possession  of  that 
which  long  time  he  had  dedred  and  hunted  for, 
to  wit,  the  royal  prerogative  and  absolute  power 
to  use  the  bodies  and  goods  of  his  subjects  at  his 
pleasure,  without  form  cnr  proce^  of  the  common 
law :  80  that  our  bishops  were  fit  instruments  of  the 
overthrow  of  the  freedom  and  liberty  both  of  the 
churx^  and  realm  of  Scotland  V 

Being  thus  Lords  di  Parliament,  Privy  Coun- 
cil, Sessi<m,  Exchequar,  and  Reality,  Patrons  of 
Benefices  and  Modifiers  of  Stipends,  Constant 
Moderator  and  Visitors  of  Presbyteries,  and  Royal 
H%h  Commissicmers,  the  Ushops  thought  they 
might  now  saMy  submit  the  question  of  episcopacy 
to  the  determination  ci  a  General  Assembly  of  the 
church.  Accordingly  a  meeting  of  that  judicatory 
was,  at  their  request,  appointed  to  be  held  at  Glas- 
gow in  the  month  of  June  1610 ;  royal  missives  were 
sent  to  the  presbyteries,  nominating  the  individuals 

*  Melville*!  Hist.  4)f  the  Dccl.  Age,  pp.  270—276. 
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whom  they  should  chuse  as  their  representatives  to 
it ;  and  the  Earl  of  Dunbar  came  down  from  Lon^ 
don:  as  King's  Commissioner,  to  be  present  at  its 
deliberations,  and  to  provide  that  every  thing  should 
be  done  according  to  the  royal  will  and  pleasure  *. 

His  Majesty,  in  his  letter  to  the  Assembly,  told 
the  members,  that  he  had  expected,  that,  weary 
of  the  anarchy  which  reigned  among  them,  they 
would  have  solicited  him  to  restore  the  primitive 
government  of  the  church ;  but  since  they  had  failed 
in  doing  this,  either  through  the  culpable  badkward* 
ness  of  the  Inshops  or  the  factious  singularity  of  the 
meianer  rank  of  ministers,  he  had  been  obliged  to  take 
up  the  affair  himself.  He  had  called  them  togetb^, 
he  said,  to  testify  his  affection  to  the  cburdi,  and 
"  not  because  their  consent  was  very  necessary",  for 
"  it  was  very  lawful  and  granted  to  him  by  God** 
to  have  done  the  work  ^*  absolutely  out  of  his  own 
royal  power  and  authority  f  and  they  would  learn,  > 
from  the  Earl  of  Dunbar  and  the  Archbishop  of  St 
Andrews,  what  was  hii^  mind  as  to  those  alterations 
which  he  was  determined  to  make  whether  tl^y  con- 
sented to  them  or  not.  The  Assembly  was  not  of 
a  temper  either  to  resent  or  resist  these  magistaial 

*  Id  a  common  letter  sent  by  the  bi&hops  to  his  Majesty  re- 
questing him  to  call  this  Assembly,  they  say  ^  ^  We  shall  take, 
by  God's  help,  the  most  safe  and  sare  way :  and  what  we  ander- 
tfik.e,  we  shall  be  answerable  to  your  Majesty  for  performance. 
We  have  all  our  ministers^  even  such  as  were  most  refractory^  at 
the  point  of  toleration.  They  will  suffer  things  to  proceed  and  be 
qmetf  because  they  cannot  longer  striveJ^  (MS.  'v^  BibL  Jurid* 
Edin.  M.  6.  9.  no.  66.)  -  • 
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and  bat^lity  ordess.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  such  resolutions^  ai§  would  prove  satisfac- 
tory to  his  Maje^y,  or  rather  to  receive  what  had 
already  been  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the 
bishops ;  and' their  Report  was  immediately  adopted 
and  approve.  The  C^eral  Assembly  held  at 
Aberdeen  in  the  year  1605  was  condemned,  and 
the  right  x^  e^ng  Assemblies  was  declared  to  be 
a  branch  of  the  royal  prerogative.  The  bishops 
were  declared  moderators  of  Diocesan  Synods ;  and 
the  power  of  excommunkating  and  absolving  of- 
fenderi^  of  ordaining  and  deposing  ministers,  and  of 
vi^ting  $3i  the  churdies  within  their  respective 
dioceses,  was  conferred  on  them.  In  ordaining  or 
deposing,  the  bishop  was  to  be  assisted  by  the  ^'minis- 
ters  of  the  bounda"  (for  the  name  of  a  presbytery  was 
insufferable  to  the  royal  ears) ;  and  if  found  culpa- 
ble he  might  be  removed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
**  with  his ;  M^Usty's  advice  and  consent  *.''  But 
these  limitations  were  merely  a  bHnd  l^own  over 
the  eyes  oi  the  simple,  and  accordingly  were  exclud- 
ed from  the  subsequent  parliamentary  ratification  of 
the  acts  of  the  Assembly.  Theitew^re  (mlyfivevotesT 
against  the  dddsioii.    Primrose^  and  some  other  mi- 

*  In  a  letter  written  to  his  Majesty,  March  14.  1610,  Spots- 
wood  says  **  They  have  at  this  time  a  strong  apprehension  of 
the  dischatge  of  presbyteries }  and,  for  the  stonding  thereof  in 
any  tolerable  sort,  will  refuse  no  conditions :  so  sT  were  good  to 
uee  the  offportmtityt  and  cut  them  ehort  tf  t?ieir  power^  and  kave 
themabarename^  whkh  far  the  present  may  please^  but  in  a  Uttle 
time  shall  evanish:'^  (MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  Jac.  ▼.  1, 12. 
Do;^.) 
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nisteis  in  Ayrshire)  intended  to  protest  i^aiast  the 
whole  of  the  proceecUngs^  but  Itaieafis  were  fcMind  to 
prevent  them  ftom  corryiBg  their  purpose  iate  exe- 
cution. 

CoBstitnted  m  this  Ass^nUy  was,  it  is  altogether 
unneceasary  to  arter  kto  i  particuUr  aeooimt  of 
the  way  in  which  it  wM  BMnaged.  It  had  ik> 
pretensions  to  he  regarded  m  a  ti^^idlur  rt^esetrng 
of  the  si^eme  judioitiNry  of  the  cbulch  of  ^Seiot- 
hind ;  it  had  not  the  aemblanee  of  thai  filsedoin 
which  beloags  to  every  kwfol  assembly;  and  as 
it  would  have  been  lesft  Insul^g  to  the  iMition, 
so  it  woidd  Iwre  beeft  equally  good  m  palat  of  an- 
thority,  if  the  flAattsrs  enacted  bjr  it  had  hem  at 
once  proclaimed  by  heralds  at  the  mtrk^-eroisS)  as 
acts  eroannting  from  the  royal  will.  One  £iet  only 
shall  be  stated.  The  CofnmiancAier  pt^#dueed  a 
|m)elamatioii^  which)  he  said^  he  waa  appointed  to 
publish^  abolidikig  presbyteriea  and  prohibt^ng 
them  t0  mtet  in  future*  While  the  alami  and 
grief  produced  by  this  intimation  sat  on  the  eoun* 
tenances  of  the  members,  some  of  the  noUSity^  who 
wf^e  msferwlad  t^  aetiheir^jiart  in  tiibe  fkxo^  rose 
aiMl  enbfeated  theCommiasian^  t6  h&tp  Im^k  the 
proclamation  until  the  King  was  informed  of  their 
present  proceedings ;  upon  which  his  Ibrdship,  with 
affected  condescension,  acceded  to  their  proposal, 
and  promised  to  join  with  them  in  a^citing  his 
Majesty  to  rest  satisfied  Ivith  what  the  assembly 
had  done,  and  to  permit  the  presbyteries  to  continue. 
This  transaction  was  industriously  circulated  through 
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tlte  ooimtiy,  to  induce  ministers  and  people  to 
fuhmit  to  the  obnoxious  decisions.  Bribay,  as 
w^  as  artifice,  was  practised  on  the  members  of 
this  assembly,  whidi  obtained  the  name  of  the 
i^^^fwfico/ assembly,  in  aUusi<m  to  the  denomination  of 
the  coias  d]s|rU»uted  on  the  occasion  *.  Those  who 
voted  witif  the  court  endeavoured  to  excuse  their 
nedving  those  ''  wages  of  unrighteousness,"  by  al- 
^ging  that  they  were  g^v&x  them  to^^efiray  their 
tiavelling  expencesf* 

.  Thus,  afier  a  8tn;^le  of  nuoe  than  ten  years, 
WW  Episeqpsrcy  established  in  ScoUand*  ■.  The  way 
in  whidi  it  was  introduced  exhibils  a  complete^^on- 
trast  to  the  intooductkm  of  the  ecclesiastical  polity 
whidi  it  supi^tad.  Fxesby teiy  msde  its  way  by 
the  weapons  of  argunient  and  p^miasioi^  without 
the  aid  <^  the  eivil  power,  whi^  viewed  its  progress 
with  a  jeahms  eye,  and  attempted  on  wxne  than  one 
occaaion  to  crash  it^  Its  patrons  avowed  from 
the  bq^nning  all  that  they  intended,  and  nev^  had 

*  Sir  James  Balfour  sajs,  tbe  Earl  of  Dunbar  distriboted 
among  the  ministers  **  40,000  merks  to  facilitate  tbe  matter  and 
0buin  Ibeir  suffrages.*'  (Crawfard^s  Officers  of  Slate,  ^  S9B.) 
Nothii^,  it  was  said,  wm  te  be  seen  about  Glasgow,  for  sent 
time  after  the  assembly,  but  angels,  A  travelling  pauper, 
named  James  B^,  whp  had  been  there  in  the  eoune  of  bis  pro- 
fession, having  ask<ed  a  countij  minister  what  be  got  for  his  vote^ 
railed  en  him  as  a  fool  lor  selling  his  Master  for  two  angek, 
when  he  (tbe  pauper)  hud  got  tAree  for  nothing.  (Simsoni  An* 
Bales,  p»  124.  Row^s  Hist*  p.  160.  Proceedings  of  the  Assem- 
hlie  holden  at  Glasgow  in  1638.  M&  p.  6§.) 

t  Cald.  viL  3a9--406.  Bow,  147~155.  Melville's  DeoL 
Age^  2r7-^-«a4.  8c0t,  g33^.a40.  Wodfow'i  JLilaQfXaw,p,9« 
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recourse  to  falsehood  or  fraud  to  aecompliBh  their 
favourite  object.  And  it  had  been  rooted  in  the  opi- 
nions and  affections  of  the  nation  long  before  it  ch* 
tained  a  legal  establishment.  Episcopacy,  on  ^e  con- 
trary, was  the  creature  of  the  state;.  It  had  the  whole 
weight  of  the  authority  and  influence  of 'the  tsrowm 
all  along  on  its  side ;  and  even  wiA  this  It  could  not. 
have  prevailed,  or  ndaintained  its  ground,  wit^itt 
the  aid  of  those  arts  to  which  govanment  has  recourse 
for  carrying  its  worst  and  mcmt  unpopular  measures. 
Deceit  and  perfidy  and  bribery,  were  j^ned  to 
fines  and  imprisonments  and  banishments  and  the 
terrdrs  of  the  gibbet;  Dissimulation  was  the  grand 
engine  by  which  the  prei^yterian  censtittttion  wi» 
overthrown.  While  the  court  dii^acsed  itself  by 
a  series  of  low  and  over' reaching  tricks,  the  aspir- 
ing clergy^plunged  themselves  into  the  deepest  and 
most  profligate  perjury.  They  refosed  no.  pledge 
which  the  Jealousy  of  the  church-oourtsr  awakened 
Ijy  the  measures  of  government,  required  of  them. 
AVhen  engaged  in  a  isch^e  for  overthrowing  the 
established.  diseiplii|i$,  they  renewed  the  assurances 
of  their  inviolable  atta^ment  and  .  adherence  to 
it*.     With  the  most  solemn  asseverations  and 

•  On  the  2d  of  Augast  1604,  all  the  memfa^n  of  the  Prcaby- 
4ery  df  St  Andrews,  incladiog  Gladstanes,  renewed  their  sab* 
scription'  of  the  National  Covenant,  and  at  tb^  same  time  8ub<» 
scrrbed  the  act  oi  parliament  1592,  ratifying  ^e^byterj,  as  aa 
authentic  explanation  of  the  discipline  which  they  swore  to 
maintain, — '*  to  testify  their  harmony  ftod  hearty  ajgreement  ia 
all  things  both ' concerning  doctrine  and  discipline^  promising 
solemnly  ta  defend  the  same  always,  according  to  their  ■  calUngf, 
and  never  te  come  in  tlie  contrary  accordbg  to  the  great  oath 
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tttcrafaions,  they  disclatmed  ^  intention  of  king- 
ing prebugr  into  tbe  diureh^  Und  swore  to  observe 
*^  tlie  cavesto''.  <nacted  to  guatd  against  its  adinis- 
sim.  Every  change  whieh  wa^  made  was  declared 
to  be  the  <Hdy  one  inteifdad;  but  no  so<mer  hid 
tjie  i^Acm  excited  by  it  been  allayed  than  it  was 
fiAlowed  by  atotlier,  until  at  last  the  whole  system 
of  the  hiesaiehy  was  introdi^ed.and  established  by 
IheicoiertioMof  thoae  who  bad  sorfrequently  disowned 
and  atgnred  it  It  is  impossiUe  to  find  expressions 
niffieiently  ainmg  in  Mprobating  a  scene  of  deliber- 
ate, systematie*  and  pardeveriog  prevarication  and 
perfidy,  to  which  it  wiU  not  be  easy  to .  find  a.  par- 
cel in  the  whole  histiMry  rf  political  intrigue,  and 

set  down  in  the  foresaid  Confession  of.  Faith/*  And  \vbat  was 
the  form  of  this  oath  ?  ''  Promising  and  swearing  by  the  great 
name  of  the  Lord  our  Ood,  that  we  shall  continoe  in  the  obedl- 
etice  <»f  the  doctnne  and  discipline  of  tliis  kirk,  and  shall  defend 
tile  •aoiie,  according  to  our  vocation  and  power,  all  the  days  of  our 
lives,  iinder  the  pains  contained  in  the  law,  and  danger  both  of 
"body  and  soul  in  the  day  of  Gods  fearful  judgment*  And  seeing 
that  many  are  stirred  up,— to  promise,  swear,  and  subscribe  de- 
jetit&U7,«-»-iwe  therefore,  willing  to  uke  away  all  suspicion  of 
hypocrisy,  and  of  sui;h  double  dealing  with  God  and  his  kirk, 
protest  and  call  the  searcher  of  all  hearts  for  witnesj,  that  out 
minds  and  hearts  do  fully  agree  with  this  our  confess^ion,  promise, 
paJth  and  subscription,''  &c.  To  this  engagement,  sanctioned  by 
this  awful  appeal  and  protestation,  did  Gladstantes  set  his  hand 
immediately  after  the  moderator  of  the  presbytery.  (Extract 
from  the  Record  of  Presb.  of  S£  And.  in  Melville's  Decl.  Age, 
pp.109 — ^11.)  Spotswood  and  Law  subscribed  the  Book  of 
foUcy^  among  the  memhers  of  the  l^resbytery  of  Linlithgow. 
(Bee.  of  Sypod  of  Lothian  and  Tweedale,  Oct  6. 1591.)  In  the 
ye|ir  1^04,  they  renewed  their  pledges.  (Simsoni  Aiinal.  pp. 
i'd^  107.  Printed  Calderwood,  pp.  484-^5.) 
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i/rhidi,  as  praetised  by  dmrch-men)  most  hwe  had 
the  most  pernieioas  influence  on  religion,  by  ddbas- 
ing  the  character  of  its  ministers^  especially  in  the 
estimatitm  oi  tiie  higher  ranks,  whom  they  now 
vied  with  in  honours,  and  souglit  tosu^hnt  in  the 
highest  offices  of  the  state.  A  mtory  gained  By 
such  arts  was  txHjire  di^onourable  than  many  de- 
feats. It  required  only  another  triumph  of  a  similar 
kind  to  secure  tiie  perpetual  proscription  of  cpiae^- 
pacy  from  this  country,  and  to  fix  a  stigma  upon 
it  which  must  induce  its  warmest  admirers  to  wnb 
that  every  trace  of  its  exiiN;enee  were  eraatd  froBi 
the  annals  of  Scotland. 

A  Scottish  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Colville 
communicated  the  result  of  the  assfamUy  at  Glas- 
gow to  Melville.  He  was  much  moved  by  the  in- 
telligence ;  and  continued  for  a  considerable  time 
in  a  state  of  profound  and  distressing  silenee.  When 
his  grief  at  last  found  utterance,  it  vented  itself  in 
a  vehement  denundation  against  the  Commissioner^ 
Dimbar,  whom  he  regarded,  ai^  justly,  as  the  prime 
agent  in  overturning  the  ecclesiastical  liberties  ef 
his  native  country  *.    Not  that  he  wanted  oonsidara- 

*  Scot  reports  Melville*«  words  to  have  Uen,  *^  that  man 
(meaoiDg  Dumbar)  that  hath  overthrown  that  kirk  and  tiie 
liberties  of  Christ^s  kingdome  there  shall  never  have  the  grace  to 
«et  his  foot  in  that  kingdome  agaioe.**  ( Apolog-  Narrat.  p*  248.) 
The  same  account  is  given  by  Bow.  (Hist.  p4  158.)  But  in  the 
confidential  correspondence  between  Melville  and  his  ne[^ew, 
there  is  not  the  most  distant  allusion  to  anj  prophecy,  ahfaoagh 
I>nnbar*s  death  is  repeatedly  mentioned.  It  is  most  pbbabKs 
that  a  prophetical  torn  was  given  to  MelviUe^s  words  after  the 
sudden  d^th  ef  the  premier. 
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^oom  to  alleviate  the  distress  which  he  fidt  on  ^his 
deeasbn.  His  ccmseieBce  aequitted  hm  c€  having 
wilfully  Mkd  in  any  part  of  his  duty  duting  the 
long  and  panifiil  struggle ;  and  the  honour  of  the 
sause,  though  unsuceessful,  had  iiot  heen  tarnished. 
TiH  he  jMd  his  l^fethren  were  violefttiy  removed  and 
raitraiiied,  the  enetty  had  gained  no  real  advan- 
tage,  and^  nMwithstandiiig  thenr  dependaace  on  the 
taeadiefyat  feebleness  of  diose  who  were  within^ 
d«rst  not  attadc  the  citadel.  Wi^  all  his  boast- 
fnlness,  Gladataiies  acknowledged  that  they  would 
have  h6&^  unable  t^  efteeute  their  designs,  if  An- 
drew Melville  had  retmdned  in  the  oountiy  and 
been  at  liberty.  The  firm  and  independent,  though 
^res8edaadoverbome,^ponents  of  episocqpaey  were 
the  veal  victors ;  and  it  was  not  without  reas^m  that 
Melville  af^tdied  the  elegant  description  aS  an  an*- 
eient  historian  to  hitnself  and  his  feUow-cembatants : 
**  Certain  ghriosa  in  certamina  ruebakir ;  rnnUo^ 
qwe  emdiHi  f»m  meriyria  gl&HoMs  martibus  qmere^ 
AftHAir,  quam  nunc  epUeopatw  prMis  (mhiU^ibifs 
appetuniur. — Neque  mqfore  unquam  triumpho  vi- 
cimus,  quam  quum  decern  annorum  stragtbus  vind 
no»  potuimtfs  ^J* 

James  Melville  was  as  deeply  a£feoted  as  his 
unde  at  the  overthrow  of  jptesbytery ;  but  it  did 
not  smrprixe  him  so  much,  as  he  was  less  sanguine 
in  his  hopes  of  a. successful  resistance,  from  the 

*  Melvini  Epist.  p.  2t.  ex  Sblpitii  Sever!  Hist.  Sacr.  lib.  i. 
cap.  33* 
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kanwiedge  which  h^  possQss^  of  the  actual  state 
<tf  ^natters  ia  Soothtiid.  Befoi^  the  late  Gemttii 
A88eizibly;$at  doym,  his  f^urs  had  antkipated  the 
issue,  and  he  h^^  bewailed  it  in  the  taost  t^nda- 
straiiis  in  his  l^ttears  to  his  brethren  *•  Jealous  of 
his  pevsonal  fiutectiews  and  ep^tolary  oo^^sipon- 
dence  with  his  hrethr^  in  Scotland^  the  bijdM^ps  hud 
procured  an  order,  to  remoTe  hm  ftom  Nei/i^cartle 
to  Cadisle,  where  he  would  have  it  Ies6  in  his  power 
to  counteract  their  plans.  The  .only  cpusol^tion 
which  he  bad  in  the  prospect  of  this  diange  of  abode 
was,  the  opp(»:tunity  that  it  would  giye  hitn  of 
meeting  with  hia  much  esteemed  fiiend  Murray  f . 
But  by  means  ^  his  friends  at  court  he  pbtain- 
ed  a  revocation  of  the  order,  and  ma^  permitted 
to  take  up  his  readence  at  B^pvick  |.  If  he 
was  indebted  for  this  favour  to  the  ittt^e.st.  of  the 
Earl  of  Dunbar,  be  met  at  the  sftme  time  wi|kh  an 
injuir^  from  tha,t  nobleman,  whi<^  Cured  him  of  any 
inclination  wbi^h  he  still  f^t  to  rdy  on  his  patr<m- 
age,  and  which  .may  be  added  ^  th«  mimaroug 

*  See  bis  letter  to  William  Scot  in  Printed  Calderwood|  p. 
614.  *  . 

t  John  Murray,  minister  of  Leith,  was- at' ibid  time  eon* 
ioed  id;  Iloiilfries-tbifef  ^He  vw  pfotrcnted  f<»:,a.setiiioa  con- 
taininf^  some  free  I'emarks  on  the  conduct  of  tbe  bisbopsy  which 
bad  been  printed  without  bis  knowledge.  The  Privy  Council 
sustained  his  defence,  but  the  bishops  procured  a  letter  ff>om  the 
King,  reprknanding  theX^ouncU,  and  ordering 'Mumqr  into  con- 
finement. (Printed  Cald.  p.  580—2.)  His  sermon  was  printed 
along  with  *' Informations  or  a  Protestation.  A*  L608  )*'  but  it 
is  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  copies  of  that  trstct.    ' 

t  Melvini  Epist.  pp.  150,  166. 
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proofs  of  the  good  faith  of  courtiers.  '^  I  cannot 
conceal  from  you  (says  he,  in  a  letter  to  his  uncle) 
the  affi*ont  which  I  hai^  received  from  my  lord  of 
Dunbar:  On  passing  through  tliiili  place  to  Glas- 
gow, he  charged  me  once  and  agdin  and  a  third 
time — ^ultroneously  charged  me,  ^hen  I  was  asking, 
no  such  favour  (^fiim,  to  seod  Ibr  my  son  Andrew, 
and  have  him  in  readiness  to  aecoinpany  him  when 
he  returned  to  the  south ;  as  he  intended  to  place 
the  young  man  in  one  qf  th^  Engli^  universities, 
and  would  supply  him  with  every  thing  that  he  need- 
ed. At  great  expence  I  recalled  him  from  France, 
and,  placing  him  before  his  lordship  on  his  return,  I 
told  him  that  my  son  waited  his  orders.  He  took 
no  notice  of  him ;  but  mounting  his  hcprse  and  con- 
tracting his  brows,  stretched  out  his  hand  to  me, 
and  departed  witiiout  uttering  a  word*.**  This 
proud  man  was  soon  afrar  brought  down  from  his 
elev^ion,  and  laid  where  ^  the  kings  and  coimsellors 
of  the  earth  rest  with  tlie  jdisonei^  who'  no  longer 
hear  the  voice  of  the  oppressor." 

Melville  was  vi^ted  in  th^  Tower  by  seve- 
ral of  the  supporters  of  episcopacy,  whom  he  re- 
crived  m  such  a  way  as  to  tertify  his  sc^se  of  their 
coulrtesy,  sA  the  l»me  time  that,  he  told  tlmn  his 
opinion  of  their  conduct  with  hijs  chai*2Usteri8tical 
frankness  and  warmth.  '*  Two  of  my  old  scholars 
(says  he)  called  on  me  when,  they  were  lately  h^^. 
The  sight  of  them  made  my  mouth  water;  and  I 

*  MeWini  Epist.  pp«  183-*-4. 
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poured  fortk  my  indignatioii  on  them  in  my  ifiraal 
mamier.  I  did  not  dispiemble  the  injury  done  to 
the  brethren  through  their  &ult  I  exhorted  th^n 
to  return  to  their  duty  and  not  to  go  on  to  *  fight 
affAimt  God.*  The  injuries  done  to  myself  I  for- 
gave the  commonwealth  and  ehurdi.  I  shewed 
them  that  the  ^rms  of  all  ought  to  foe  turned  against 
the  common  enemy»  unanimity  and  fraternal  concord 
cultivated,  and  the  exiled  brethren  recalled.  On 
these  points  we  agreed ;  only  they  pleaded  that  the 
king  is  hmt  on  iftaintaining  (urder^  and  he  must  be 
obeyed  in  all  things : 

Et  feUrem  in  limo  omae  cecmere  querelam. 

I  parted  with  these  civil  gentlemen  on  the  most  civil 
terms ;  and  they  of  course  will  trumpet  everjrwfaere 
the  praises  of  your  friend's  profound  erudition  *." 

Among  his  visitants  was  his  countaryman,  John 
Cameron,  who  had  come  over  at  this  tame  from 
France.  As  he  was  favourable  to  the  eocUsiaatical 
plans  of  the  court,  a  dispute  socm  ensued  between 
them.  Cameron  was  dbgmaticai  and  loquadous, 
and  Melville  was  not  dii^lsed  to  allow  him  to  run 
aif^ay  with  the  argument.  Wh«  they  were  hotly 
engaged,  the  Tower*bell  gave  warBing  that  all  visi- 
tors should  retbe,  and  the  combatants  vfere  reluc- 
tantly separated.  At  parting  Melville  admonished 
Cameron,  that  being  a  young  man,  he  shouM  be- 
ware rf«*  being  lifted  up  with  pride,'*^  and  of  dis- 

*  Melvmi  Eptst.  p.  54. 
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paragiDg  that  discipline^  which»  from  the  Reforma- 
tioDy  had  formed  an  int^ral  part  of  religion  in  his 
native  country^  and  had  hitherto  resisted  the  attacks 
of  all  its  adversaries  both  domestic  and  foreign  *. 

Melville  had  at  this  time  an  opportunity  of  be- 
coming personally  acquainted  with  Isaac  Casaubon ; 
but  he  found  the  sentim^ts  ^f  that  great  scholar 
much  altered  from  what  they  were  when  his  episto- 
lary correi^ndence  with  him  commenced.  During 
his  residence  at  the  French  courts  Casaubon's  at- 
tachment to  the  reformed  relig^pn  had  been  shakeo, 
aqd  the  Roman  Catholics  entertained  confident 
hopes  of  making  him  a  convert  f,  when  his  patron, 
Henry  the  6reat»  was  assassinated.  On  that  tragical 
event  he  retired  into  England,  and  was  warmly  re- 
ceived by  James  and  the  bishops.  But  though  he 
obtained  a  dispensation  to  hold  two  prebends  without 
entering  into  holy  orders,  the  tasks  allotted  to  him 
were  neither  creditable  to  his  talents  nor  congenial 

*  MelviDi  £pi8t  pp.  112— -3. 

t  Wlieii  Bosweid  dlterwards  pnbHAed  that  Cft8aiA«n  bteod- 
cd  to  professiumself  a  Bonuui  Catholic,  the  gtatemept  waf  stroiif- 
]j  contradicted  by  his  son  Meric,  and  by  Jacobus  Cappellus.  But 
it  is  evident  from  his  own  letters,  that  Gisaubon,  although  he 
could  not  easily  digest  some  of  the  grosser  articles  of  the  Popbh 
creed,  was  seriously  deliberating  on  the  change  y  and  his  son  has 
kept  back  a  part  of  one  of  his  letters  which  contains  strong  evi- 
dence to  that  purpose.  (Merici  C^auboni  fipistolae,  p.  85,  89. 
coll.  cum  Epist.  Isaaci  Casanboni,  p.  607*  £pist«  Eccles*  et 
TheoL  p.  250.)  Du  Montis  wrote  to  ihe  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells  hy  all  means  to  detain  him  in  England :  as  there  was 
every  reason  to  fear  his  recantation  if  he  returned  to  France^ 
(Casauboni  Vita,  ab  Alme]ov«  p«  55.) 
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to  his  feelirigi^.  He  who  hal  deroted  hiB  life  to  the 
cultivation  of  Grecian  and  Chiental  literature,  and 
who  had  edited  and  illustrated  Strahoi  Athenseofi^ 
DionysiuS  of  Halicamassus,  P<%aenus,  and  Pecti- 
ns, was  now  condetnned  to  drudge  in  replying  to 
the  Jesuit  Fronto  pucseus,  coiteeting  his  Mijest/s 
answer  to  Cardinal  Da  Perron,  refutii^  the  Ant 
nals  of  Cardinal  Bavonius,  and,  what  was  still  more 
degrading;  in  writing  letters  to  induce  his  illustrious 
frietd  De  Thou  to  suhstitute  King  James's  narra- 
tive of  the  trouhles  of  Scotland  in  tibe  room  of  ihat 
^hich  h^  had  already  puUidied  <m  the  authority  of 
Buchanan;  Melville  is  mentioned  as  one  of  three 
individuals  in  whose  learned  wciety  he  found  relief 
from  these  irksome  and  ungrateful  occupations  *. 
The  warm  approbation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
church  of  England  which  Ca^ubon  exprefssed,  and 
the  countenance  which  he  gave  to  the  consecration 
of  the  Scottish  prelates  at  Lambeth,  were  by  n6 
means  agreeable  to  Melville  f  •  But  notwithstand- 
ing thii,  he  received  frequent  visits  from  him  in  the 
Tower ;  and  on  these  occasions  they  entertained  and 
instructed  one  another  with  crUical  remarks  an  an- 
.cient  authors,  and  especially  on  the  Scriptures  :^. 

*  Cauubdiu  Vita,  p.  54. 

t  In  a  leUer  to  Boyd  of  Trocbng,  Melville  roenttons  ibis  lasl 
cireamstanoe  witli  regret.     (Wodrow's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  210.) 

X  Cusauboo  hfi«  preaenred,  in  bis  Ephemerides^  a  critical 
etneBdation  of  the  commott  text  of  1  Timothy  iii.  15»  16*  wltich 
Melville  saggested  to  him  at  one  of  tliesq  interviews.  He  pro- 
posed to  read  the  passage  thus :  \*  These  things  write  I  anto  tbee 
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Prom  Sir  William  Wade,  the  Grovemor  <rf  the 
Tower,  Melville  appears  to  have  received  every  in- 
dulgelsce  lYhich  was  consistent  with  hjs  diity^. 
Among  his  fellow  jmsoners  were  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
legh, and  the  ^votirite  Magi  of  the  Duke  <jf  Nor- 
thtimbedandf.  There  ware  also  in  the  Towar 
at  this  time  three  Scotsmen  of  the  Popiish  per*' 
Buasion;  the  noted  Jdm  Hamiltcmi  Patdrson,  a 
priest,  and  Campbell,  a  Ci^uchin  friar,  who  were 
kept  under  an  easy  restraint  and  sumptuously  pro- 
vided for  |.  Melville  had  several  interviews  with 
them ;  and  waited  on  the  dtoth-bed  of  Hamilton, 
whom  he  exhorted  in  Vmn  to  rely  on  Jesus  Christ  for 
eternal  life,  and  not  on  the  mmts  of  any  mare  crea- 
ture f.    In  tiie  year  1610,  Sir  William  Se3rmour, 

•Hthai  thou;  im^est  know  how.  tbou  ougfateat  to  bebave  tbyself  la 
the  house  of  God,  which  is  the  church  of  the  living  God.  The 
pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth,  and  great  without  controversy,  is 
the  mystery  of  godtinesf,  God  was  nuuiifett  in  the  flesh,**  &c. 
(Casauboniana,  pp*  92,  292.)  **  Mira  novitaa  !**  exclaims  Can- 
saubon*  But  this  reading  is  to  be  found  in  the  Basil  editions  of 
the  Greek  Testament,  anrns  1540  and  1545  ^  and  hits  been  adopt- 
ed by  several  distingoshed  modern  critics. 

*  Mfelvini  Epttt.  p.  318,  321,  323. 

t  Biogzaphia  Brit.  art.  Harriot^  Thomas. 

%  Ibid.  p.  137.  In  the  year  1608,  James  sent  a  letter  to 
the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  reprimanding  them  for  overlook- 
ing **  Mr  Johne  Hamiltoune.**  (Letter  from  the  Cminsall  to 
his  Maiestie:  Lord  Haddington^s  Collect,)  About  the  same 
time  Mr  Alexander  Campell  and  Mr  Johne  Young  apologize  to 
his  Majesty  *'  for  the  Wsetting  of  one  Johne  Cambell  a  Capuchin 
frier.'*  (MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  Edid.  Jac.  y.  1,  12.)  They  were 
not  apprehended  untill  the  year  1609. 

$  Rob.  Johnston,  Hist.  Ber.  Brit.  p.  460. 
VOL.  II.  C  C 
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afttrwavds  Duke  of  Hertford,  w^  aspt  to  the  Tower 
£Mr  dUBd^tiody  manrjiiog  tibe  Lady  Arabella,  who 
iffas  noarly  allied  to  the  r^yal  family.  On  tfai^ 
oec^sioii  Melville  comp(^ed  tb^  fbllowiQg  couplet^ 
e3q][rea9ive  of  the  siimlarity  of  ^  cause  oS  Sey^ 
mour^  iaipriwiiment  to  hi&  omi,  founded  on  m 
a^tt8i^  to  the  l^y^a  naine^  which  in  Latin  signifies 
a  lamljf  attar. 

Communis  tecum  mifai  causa  est  careens,  Ara- 
hdh.  iSn  causa  est ;  Araque  sacra  mihi^. 

T^heie lines  he  sent  to  the  noble. pri^onei  on  hit 
^rt^omg  the  T^w^,^  mA  the  witty  distii^  (^  ''  the 
ppet^oid  mini^jteir"  wns  mnd)  t^ked  of  at  cont t  fv' 
,  In  ^  mmth  of  N^vemi^r  l€tLO»  u|ien  the  vetara 

*  TIm  fotUnviaf  tfaaslatiaa  of  the  lists  k  givto  m  tbe  ji^ 

grap/iia  Britanmca :    .     • 

FsoD);  die  ««ne  cuMe  my  Hwe  pneaeds  and  ^^tW, 
ITear  Ajlt ab.  /Mf^  is,  aad  mmredi  msae* 

Fertbet  imperfrtliien  of  ibe  IrafifUHoa,  tbe  f^fol^gu  of  the  learaed 
compiler  may  be  sastaiued,  tbat  it  is  **  almoat  impossible  to  tvaosr' 
late  these  lines  into  Englisb  wtbpvl  ^tpariog  either  the  sense  or 
tbe  spirit."  But  be  b^  gone  furtbey  wroeg  ia  bis  comm^atary^  in 
coiMe^nee  o^  bi»  bm^g  ^igpsraqt  oi  the  &ct  that  the  poet  was 
ooR&^ed  fei  vesses  «iiUe&  o«  tbe  Bo^jial  Altar.  '*  The  wit  (says 
jb^)t  oonsistt  io  the  aJla^iomi.  groan^ki  on  the  Lad^^s  name,  sifK- 
w&ylnffi  in  JUltin,  a  fair  Akar,  and  Melrin^s  being  commitleil 
for  the  cause  of  God*aaltac,  «4r  least  in  his  own  opinion."  (Bi<^i% 
Brit,  art;  Arakila  Stuart.)  This  would  have  been  bat  dull  wit, 
hMPse^er  sounid  \^  bis  o^fa  epinwn''  bad  been. 

t  Sir  Ralph  Winwood's  tfewofkls,  toL  iii*:  p.  201.    Bow's 
Hist,  p,  173 
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of  Lord  Wotteu,  the  English  arhbassadpr,  frbtn 
France^  the  Duke  of  BouiU(m  sent  ati  itpplicdtidti 
to  Kitig  James^  requesting  him  to  release  Melvilk 
£rom  the  Timet,  and  allow  him  to  come  t6  his  unl^ 
v^risity  at  Sedan.  As  the  Di^e  was  one  of  thi^ 
gra'ddees  of  Frtoce,  and  at  the  head  of  the  protest 
tantain  that  kingdom,  Jamesi  was  pleased  at  hating 
an  opportunity  to  gratify  him  by  granting  the  te- 
qnest  *.  It  is  pi^obable  that  Meltille  o^ed  this  ifl^ 
tiil|k)iliti(m  in  his  fairdur  to  his  friend^  Aarotl  Capel» 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  French  ehurefh  in  Lon^ 
d#n,  Who  had  a  brother  in  the  UniVeraty  of  Sedan. 
Bnt  when  he  had  the  prospect  of  immediately  ob- 
taining his  liberty^  a  formidable  oppo^tion  was  it^adif 
to  itfroiKi  an  unexpected  quarter.  The  P*i?etich  am* 
bissad^lf  at  London  tbongfat  it  proper  to  acqu^iiit 
his  court  wi^  the  transaction  which  Wad  gdtig  oft 
bet^reen  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  James.  The 
Queen  Rc^edt  instantly  wrotei  that,  coftsid^ring  the 
sprit  atid  other  qualifies  of  Melyill^,  she  did  tiot 
judge  it  Ifafe  that  he  should  coinle  into  her  kingdom^ - 
where  there  Was  already  a  su£&ciait  number  of  personi!(- 
of  a  turbulent  andfestiess  disposition :  and  thetetcft^" 
cbai^^  her  ambassador  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way 
ot  tfaiS)  by  representing  to  James  and  his  ministers, 
that  it  was  not  reasonable  to  send  to  France  an  indi* 
vidnal  whom  they  had  found  it  necessary  to  lay  under 
restraint  at  home  on  account  of  his  seditious  disposi- 

*  Mdvini  Epist.  p,  173. 
C  C2 
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tian  and  behaviouir  ^.  At  an  interview  with  his  Mar 
jesty,  the  an^bassad^r  kid  this  rep*^Bentation  before 
hipo.  James  processed  himself  greatly  embarrassed 
in  cpni^uenoe  of  his  promise  to.BoniUon.  The  re^ 
qv^sty.he.said^  had  b^n  publicly  presented  by  Lord 
Wottcm ;  and,  never  finqpeetingthat  a  Marshal  of 
France,  a^d  one  of  the  principal  couQeillors  of  h^ 
Mfijesty,  had  not  i^ade  her  acquainted  with  thc^ 
prQposaly  he  had  r^dUy  acceded  to  it,  on  conditi<»ab 
that  the  prisoner  should  npt  be  allowed  either  ta 
preach  of  publish,  but  should  o(mfine  himself  to  iseadr. 
ing  and  teachipg  in  Sedaiv  At  the  same  time,  he 
professed  his  defire  to  oblige  t^e  Queen  in  thid 
and  all  other  matters ;  and  merely  requested,  that*, 
with  the  view  of  disengaging  him  from  his  pronuae.* 
she  should  speak  to  the  Duke  in  suqh  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  him  from  inMsting  w  his  request*  In 
th$  course  of  this  conversation,  his  Majesty  discov- 
ered  his  strong  antipathy  tp  Melville;  and  to  in* 
crease  the  fears  which  the  Queeoi  entertained  of  him,, 
gave  a  short  history  of  his  life  which  was  no^  very 
c^sistent  with  truth*  The  Duke  of  BouiUpn,^  he 
said,  would  not  be  so  fond  to  obtain  hjim  if  he  were . 
aa  w^  acquainted  w^th  his  fierce  and  contentious . 
humour  as  he  was.  Aftpr  became  from  Genera,; 
whore  he  was  edu^ted,  he  had  been  placed  in; 
one  of  the  universities  of  Scotland,  which  he  kept 
in  continual  broils  during  the  four  years  that  he  re-^. 

*  De  la  Boderie,  Ambawades,  toia*  t*  pp.  513— *515. 
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maiued  in  it:  On  this  account  his  Majesty  was  ohlig- 
ed  to  remove  him  from  it  and  place  him  in  another 
university,  which,  although  perfectly  peaceable  he- 
fore,  he  also  involved  in  trouble :  Finally,  being  call- 
-up to  London  6n  this  ground,  he  was  no  sooner 
there  than  he  fell  upon  his  Majesty  and  his  principal 
councillors,  whom  he  treated  so  abusively  that  it  be- 
came necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  something  worse, 
to  shut  him  up  in  the  Tower,  where  he  still  remain- 
ed *•  The  Queen  Regent  addressed  a  second  des- 
patch to  her  ambassador,  instructing  him  to  perse 
vere  in  his  opposition  to  Melville's  journey  f .  The 
secret,  however,  was,  that  the  French  court  were  not 
so  much  afraid  of  the  seditious  spirit  of  the  Scottish 
Professor,  as  they  were  oflFended  at  Bouillon  for  pre- 
Benting  such  a  request  without  their  knowledge,  and 
jealous  of  his  intercourse  with  the  court  of  Lon- 
don t-  It  is  probable  that  the  Duke  made  a  satis- 
factory apology  fot  the  step  which  he  had  tak^i ; 
for  the  Queen  Regent  withdrew  her  opposition! 

Melville  had  sent  the  earliest  information  of  the 
change  in  his  prospects  to  his  nephew.  *'  The 
Duke  of  Bouillon  has  applied  to  the  king,  by 
the  ambassador  Wotton  and  by  letters,  for  liberty 
to  me  to  go  to  France.  His  Majesty  is  said  to 
have  yielded.  I  am  in  a  state  of  suspence  as  to  the 
eburse  whidi  I  ought  to  take.  There  is  no  room 
for  me  in  Britain  on  account  of  pseudo-episcopacy*-^ 

*  De  la  Bockrie,  torn.  v.  pp.  j530— 533. 
t  Ibid.  p.  541.  t  Ibid.  p.  517. 
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no  hope  of  my  being  allQwed  to  fevi$it  my  pative 
country.  Our  bishops  ret^ra  to  you  after  being 
anointed  with  the  waters  of  the  Thames.  i\JUs 
for  liberty !  piety  is  pverth^wp,  religion  banished ! 
— rl  have  nothing  new  to  write  you,  ejccept  the; 
scruple  about  my  banishment.  I  f^flect  upon  the 
laborious  p^,  ^  my  life  ^nt  in  iny  n^tiye  country 
during  the  space  of  tbirtyTsix  ye»rs,  tb?  idle  life, 
whiph  I  have  b^en  condemned  to  spend  in  prison, 
the  rewftyd  which  I  h^ve  T^ceived  from  m^  for  my 
labours,  the  inooaveni^nc^s  of  old  ^g^^  ^md  other 
things  of  a  similar  kind,  taken  in  oopne^pn  with 
the  disgraceful  bondage  of  the  chmreb  wd  the  base 
peridy  of  men.  But  in  vain :  J  ^m  ^tiU  in  hesita- 
tion what  leeolution  tp  adopt.  Shall  J  desert  my 
station  ?  shall  I  iy  from  my  nativ§  oountry,  from 
my  native  dburcb,  from  my  v^  s^lf  ?  Qr,  s^pM  I 
d^vpr  my«elf  up»  like  9.  bound  quadrnped*  to  the. 
will  and  pieaswe  ^  men  ?  Kq:  sqou^  thw  do  this, 
1  am  resolv^  by  the  greee  of  God,  t«  bear  any  02^- 
tremity*  But  as  long  as  my  &te  iFemains  undeter- 
mined, my  mind  musit  he  kept  in  a  state  of  ani^iety. 
Be  {^fittied.  however,  that  nothing  eartUy  affect 
me  so  de^ly  aa  the  ti«eache^  cf  men  to  Ci>od»  and 
the  defection  of  the  church  in  this  critical  fon^junos 
ture.  Yet  our  adversaries  have  not  all  the  suecasa 
which  they  could  wishi^but  I  dare  not  write  all 
that  I  could  tell  you  by  wiord  of  mouth*  Our 
affairs  are  in  a  bad  state,  but  there  is  still  ground 
of  hope.     Take  care  of  y^ur  health,  and  send  me 
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in  (me  wdrd,  and  as  quickly  as  posaUe^  your  advic^. 
Shall  I  go,  or,  shall  I  remain  *  ?" 

It  is  evident  from  this  letter  that  he  felt  reluc- 
tant to  go  abroad.  He  was  become  attached  to  his 
native  country  by  a  long  residence  in  it.  Though 
he  had  no  family  of  his  own^  he  had  formed  attach- 
ments which  were  nearly  as  dose  and  endearing  as 
those  which  are  strictly  domestic  His  health  wd 
spirits  were  stiU  uncommonly  good;  but  he  had 
arrived  at  tliat  period  o£  life  when  the  mind  loses  its 
elastic  spring  and  its  power  of  accommodating  itself 
to^  external  circumstances ;  and  he  felt  averse  to 
^iter  upon  d  new  scene  of  action  in  a  country  where 
the  pe<^e  and  the  manners  had.  undergone  a  conv^ 
plete  change  since  he  had  known  it  There  were, 
therefore,  no  sacrifices,  those  of  coofiscience.  and  ha- 
nour  exoepted,  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  make 
in  order  to  obtain  pennisi^oa  to  remain  in  Scote- 
jjand. 

James  Melville  knew  that  all  hcqaes  of  this  kind 
were  vain,  and  therefore  wrote  him  to  embrace  the 
offer  which  was  in  his  power.  ^'  Pluck  up  courage 
and  ptqiare  to  obey  the  call  of  providence.  Peri> 
haps  this  is  *  a  man  ai  Macedonia'--- a  messenger 
from  God  to  invite  you  to  the  help  of  the  inhabt« 
tants  of  Burgundy  and  Lcnrrain.  Like  Uie  apostJe, 
*  let  none  of  these  things  move  you,  neither  count 
your  Ufe  dear  that  ycat  may  finish  your  course  with 
joy  and  the  ministry  which  you  have  received  of 

*  Mdvini  Epiet.  pp.  173—175. 
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the  Lord  Jeaos/ to  te^^  the  gotpdi of  the ^me» 
ofGod: 

Te  si  fata  tuis  paterei^tur  ducere  vitam 
Auspiciis^  et  sponte  tua  componere  cuxas, 

Urbem  Trojaiw^m  primiun — ^ 

Sed  nunc  Italuun      ■ ■■     > 

Seeing  you  are  bound  tike  Jeremiah,  you  must  ^ 
whither  you  are  led,  though  not  in  obedim^e  to  the 
ivill  of  men,  yet  in  cheerful  submission  to  the  /wiU 
of  Godj  who  will  keep  you  in  all  his  ways.  So  far 
as  I  ean  see  there  is  no  choice  left,  but  .a  hard  ne* 
cessity  is  imposed  on  you.  I  may  a^d,  thftt  ti^oae 
who  are  joined  with  you  in  the  same  camie^  and  I  in 
particular,  would  esteem  it  the  greatest  favour  fep 
have  it  in  our  power  to  accompany  you.  For  wh^ 
can  I  look  for  but  continued  distress  of  mind,  wheth^ 
here  or  at  home?  Take  this  then  as  my  answer  to 
your  question.  Either  I  must  go  abroad,  or  death  wUl 
soon  be  the  consequence.  .  I  intreat  you  to  aet  the 
|iart  of  Joseph,  and  procure  for  me  an  mvitatiaa 
from  the  illustrious  Duke,  to  serve  in  the  churdi 
<»r  in  the  sdiopls  of  France.  I  know,  the  king:  will 
readily  accede  to  his  requ^t;  but  if  I  leavp  the 
country  without  the  royal  lieeuce,  I.wiU  incur  pro^ 
Option  and  confiscation.  Melissa  is  aa  desirous 
of  being  with  you  as  I  am,  and  is  ready  to  accomr 
pany  me  wharever  provid^ice  may  direct  my  course. 
She  lately  sent  you,  as  a  mark  of  her  regard,  a  amal| 
presj^nt,  coi]isisting  of  an  embroidered  cloak,  a  neck- 
kerchief,  and  some  other  articles,  tjrimmed  with  her 
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ewB  hairi.  Have  you  iiot  tcceived  them  P-^^I  kiH)W 
not  how  it  is,  hut  my  soul  &ils  and  melts  within 
me,  md  the  tears  rush  into  my  eyes  at  the  thought, 
of  whidi  I  cannot  get  rid,  that  I  shall  see  your  &ce 
no  more.  While  I  write,  my  sweet  Melissa,  the 
only  earthly  solace  of  my  solitude  and  jexile,  over- 
come with  womanly  grief,  bedews  my  bosom  with 
lier  tears,  and  demres  me  to  bid  you  a  long  fisi^well, 
^^d  If-^Wonld  to  6bd  you  had  long  ago  closed 
my  eyes  at  Montrose.  I  oanlmte  no  more.  Eternal 
blesHsings  rest  upon  you  *.'* 

While  Melville  remained  in  a  state  of  suspense, 
li^  resdved  to  make  sai  attempt  to  regain  hia  liber- 
ty xm  terms  lesa  hard  than  banishment.  He  adr 
idresi^  a  letter  to  Sir  James  Sempill,  in  which, 
after  modestly  stating  his  chums,  ^*  at  least  to  an 
honest  retreat  from  warfare,  with  the  hope  of  burial 
with  hisi  ancestors,"  he  offered  his  services  to  Prince 
Henry,  who  was  then  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his 
age  f .  The  Prince,  whose  character  was  in  every 
respect  the  reverse  of  his  father's,  would,  if  he  had 
been  left  to  hi^  own  choice,  have  received  him  into 
his  &mily  with  the  utmost  pleasure.  But  th^ie 
was  no  ground  to  hope  that  the  King  would  permit 
such  an  instructor  to  be  placed  about  the  person  of 
Ins  son,  of  whose  active  spirit  and  popularity  he  was 
idready  become  jealous.     Melville  wisely  committed 


*  Melvini  Epist.  pp.  176,  184. 

f  Origioal  Letter  to  Sir  James  Sempill  of  Beltreet:  M&  if) 
Archil*  £ccl.  Scot*  vol*  28.  po*  6. 
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t^  Mar  wholly  to  tiie  disBietioQ  of  Sir  Junes 
SempiU^  Sir  James  Fullerton,  md  Thomas  Murmy. 
Murray  was  tttto  sdcI  aftwwards  secretary  to  Prince 
Charlei,  and  equally  distinguished  lor  literary  ac« 
ecmiplishments  and  the  more  valuable  qualities  of 
the  heart*.  All  the  three  had  been  Mdiville's 
scholars  at  St  Andrews,  and  he  placed  a  more  en- 
tire dependence  on  them  than  on  any  others  of  his 
acquaintance  about  the  court  In  his  letters  he 
^ten  expresses  a  grateful  sense  of  the  Idndnesi 
which  they  had  shewn  him  during  his  imprisonment. 
Of  SempiU  in  particular  he  writes  in  the  fi^wing 
terms  to  his  nephew :  ^  Did  my  friend  Sempill,  tl^ 
assertorofmy  liberty,  visit  you  in  passing?  If  he  did, 
as  he  promised  he  would,  why  have  you  not  said  a 
word  about  him  ?  All  my  friaMls  owe  much  to  him 
<m  my  account.    He  takes  a  warm  intereirt  in  my 

*  He  was  the  ton  of  i  ■■  ■  Murray  of  Woo6emd»  (DevgUs's 
BftfOBfige,  p*  2^^)  His  Latin  po«aia,  ivbicb  were  publislied 
$eparately,  are  included  in  tbe  Dcluice  Poetartcm  Scotorum 
Various  tributes  were  paid  to  him  by  the  poets  of  the  age*  (Leo- 
ebsei  Epigrammata,  pp.  38,  44,  S7.  Dumbari  Epigr.  p.  114* 
Arot.  JoiKtonl  Pom.  p,  ^81.  Middfib.  1642.)  In  tbe  year  1615, 
an  attempt  was  made  by  Archbishop  Gladstanes,  to  have  blm 
removed  from  tbe  Prince,  *'  as  ill-aSected  to  the  estate  of  the 
kirk.**  (Letters  from  Archb.  Spotswood  to  Mr  Murray  of  the 
Bedchamber,  Jan«  30,  and  Feb.  6«  1615.  Wodrow*8  Life  of 
Spotswood,  pp*  51 — SO  Hts  appointment  to  be  Provost  of  Eton 
College,  in  the  year  1621,  was  opposed,  partly  on  suspicions  of 
his  puritanism.*  (Cabala,  pp.  289,  290.)  He  died  '*  anno  xt. 
59.  A.  D.  1623.  April  9.**  (Le  Neve,  Mon.  Ang.  vol.  i.  p.  86.) 
and  left  behind  him  five  sons  and  two  daoghters*  (Will,  extract- 
ed from  Begistry  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.) 
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atiidies m  vrdl mm^  wri&re t^my  pewim ;  asd, 
irimt  is  «ior^>  I  am  persuaded  that  bf»  takaa  a  warai 
urtereit  m  the  eame.  The  oourt  does  nol  omtwi  a 
]»07e  fdi^oua  ipm,  ana  who  in^tes  gjpea^  modeaty 
tnih  gv^iter  genius  md  a  wm^  «iatwad  jod^Domt 
with  m^»  s^eodid  aoodmpiislosiwtA.  In  pyecuf^ 
iBg  fer  »e  a  mitigatioa  of  my  mpris^nmait^  be  has 
shemv  both  Ivf  w<»rds  and  deeds*  4  oomstaooy  truly 
wotfky  of  a  Chmtiau*  If  you  »eet  with  him  ost 
bk  return  (f(»r  he  loeans  to  letiini  with  yow  hero) 
thank  him  on  my  aoQowit ;  for  he  wiU  not  rest  satis* 
fied  until  be  has  effiK^ed  my  ewsj^ote  Ubuxiktion  ^«" 
In  the  moEtb  of  February  1611,  Melville  vemv^ 
ed  a  letter  from  ibe  Duke  c^BouiUon,  stating  that 
he  had  proeured  his  rekaae  from  the  To«^,  aad 
inyitiBg  htm  to  Sedan  f*  On  this  occai»on  he  fdt 
great  embarrassment  as  to  pecuniary  meters.  The 
government  was  so  illiberal  as  to  make  him  no  al« 
lowance  for  b^irii^  his  ^ipences.  He  had  bec^ 
obliged  to  support  himself  in  the  Tower,  where 
every  individual  who  pei^mned  the  smallest  service 
expeeted  to  be  rewarded  according  to  thio  rank  (d 

*  MeWitti  Efvsi.  p,  7S.  Three  epigranos  by  Melville  are  pre- 
fixed ^o  a  work  against  Selden  bj  Sir  James  Sempill,  entitled, 
"  Sacriled^ge  sacredly  handled— Lond.  1619.'*  4to.  Sir  James 
was  the  author  of  ^  Cassandra  Seoticaaa  te  Cassa^der  Aaglicaa^ 
ua'*  (See  alN»re,  p«  ^0.)  ^  aad,  ip  pait  at  least*  ei  a  satirical 
poeofi  a^^inst  the  ehurqb  qf  Bonne,  called  ''  The  Packroan'a  Pater 
PJoster." — Robert  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  in  mentioning  SempilPs 
death,  February  1625,  extols  his  character  and  his  ftiendship 
for  MeM^e.  (^f^odvew^s  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  148^) 

t  CaW.  vi.  46(>. 
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ihe  prisoner.  His  finances  were  so  much  ediausted 
that  he  eoukl  not  fit  himself  ont  fot  making  an  ap- 
pearance in  a  foreign  ooimtvy  heecrmtng  his  statioii 
and  conneetionsr  And  his  nephew,  on  account  of 
cartain  eltraordinary  expences  which  he  had  latel;^ 
incurred,  felt  himsdf  mmUe  to  refiere  him.  The 
urgency  of  his  necessities  and  the  delica^  of  his 
fedtngs  are  well  described  in  a  letter  written  l^  inm 
at  this  time  to  James  Melville,  relating  to  a  colieGr 
tion  whieh  his  friends  in  Scotland  proposed  to  mak^ 
for  him.  **  Our  friend  of  Ely  (says  he)-  writes  me 
that  I  owe  much  to  our  br(M;h^  at  Stilling;  referring, 
I  suppose,  to  the  collection  whieh  has  been  so  much 
talked  of,  and  whidi,  I  am  afraid  must  be  viewed  iu 
the  light  of  an  exaction  rath^  than  a  t^luntary 
offering,  and  a  gift  to  men  rather  than  God.  I 
know  that  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Pa^ck 
both  on  ]mbiic  and  prirate  grounds.  But  my  na- 
ture will  not  (differ  me,  as  the  orator  says,  to  enrich 
myself  from  the  spoils  of  others^  and  especially  of 
Btrangers  on  wlumi  I  have  no  claims.  I  acknowv 
ledge  tiiat  it  is  not  so  unreasonable  that  my  neces- 
sities should  be  relieved  by  such  of  my  brethren  as 
are  able  and  willing,  considering  that  I  am  reduced 
to  these  straits  not  for  any  evil  that  I  haye  done, 
but  fw  the  public  cause  of  Christ  which  they  pro- 
fess in  common  with  me.  That  *  it  is  mcnre  blessed* 
to  give  than  to  receive'  is  an  apostolical  saying, 
whidi  it  is  easier  to  use  and  act  upon  when  fortune 
flows  than  when  it  ebbs.  As  it  is  the  mark  of  a 
haughty  mind  to  spurn  the  benevolence  of  brethren. 
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90,  on  tl^  other  hand,  it  does  not  suit  my  disposi- 
tion to  grasp  at  money  whieh  has  been  wheedled 
firoia  a  ^miscoous  midtitude  by  £ur  and  flattering 
speeches*  Necessity,  you  will  say,  has  no  law. 
But  what  necessity  can  be  so  great  as  to  warrant 
Q^to  compromise  the  charaeter  of  a  good  man,  ot 
to  sacrifice  one's  reputatk)n  ?  To  sound  a  tanmpet  in 
bestowing  a  favour  betmys  ostentation ;  and  mi  inge^ 
xmmB  and  modbst  person  will  not  be  fond  of  having 
a^^nokejmade  at  the  jreeeiring  of  a  &vour.  It  wad 
sdways  my  desire  to  be  concealed  in  the  croiii^  evm 
when  the  field  of  hommr  appeared  to  ripen  heUnte 
inc.;  But  I  act  a  foolii!^  part  in  reasmiing  90  sboix> 
aQy  about  g^fts  of  whidi  notlm^  has  yet  reached 
iQe  butthe  mnmAi  I  wSl  not  give  a  price  for  hope ; 
nor  mil  I  ever,  <m  my  own  account,  extort  money 
by  .^mteuiirtieal  letters.  What  I  am  requested  to 
do  is,  to  give  thwks  to  Simscm  and  OiUeq^e^  (both 
of  Ihem  most. deserving  men)  and  to  their  flocks, 
nidth  the  view  bf  stimulating  them  to  the  making 
of  ^»eoUection«  This,  if  not  a  preposterous,  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  very  lumourable  course.  There  are 
many  things  I  could  do  for  others  which  I  would 
Mn^  to  do  fd!r  mysdf.  Advise  me  how  to  act,  or 
rathet  take  the  management  of  the  business  into 
your  own  hands.  You  know  how  utterly  unpractised 
I  am  in  su^  affairs  *."  The  collection  was  made 
and  remitted  to  him ;  but  it  came  so  late  as  almost 
to  prove,  as  he  expresses  it,  numtarde  aprh  diner  f . 

♦  Mclrini  iEp^.  pp.  167— no.  ♦  Ibid;  pp.  176, 185. 
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Hu  hMkfa  had  hitherto  renmined  unooniBionly 
good ;  Imt  it  b^^aa  at  kat  to  raffer  &am  confine* 
Bieiit,  aad  he  mas  seiaed  with  a  ftver.  On  the  cer* 
tifieate  of  die  phyaidans  he  was  pcnaitted  to  leave 
the  Towcn  imd  to  enjoy  the  free  mr  ftr  a  hw  days 
withia  ten  miles  of  Londoiu  But  he  was  pro* 
hibited  from  oomiag  near  Ac  cowt  of  the  King^ 
Que^  or  Prine^  *•  Durisg  this  iattrval  he  was 
visited  by  the  Earl  df  Casnlss,  who  insisted  on 
nakin^  another  atteonpC  to  pioraie  Ittetty  for  hina 
to  retem  to  Us  lultiTe  eonntry.  Bat  aldieogfa  hia 
lordship  ^oertod  dl  hkr  inflnence^  the  tMUs  dictated 
by  the  court  were  so  hard  that  Melville  rejected 
tibeas  at  once  f .  Some  of  the  Scottish  biidK^  who 
happened  to  be  in  Loiklon  joined  in  the  Eaii's  sp^ 
j^icatkm ;  and  Spotswood  went  so  lar  as  to  teijaest^ 
pnbiidy  on  his  iLnees,  that  Melville  nught  be  sent 
to  the  UnlveriBity  of  Gki^w.  Hii  Migctfty  1m^ 
nt^wttd  the  favee^  by  turning  to  his  ctartiers^  dnd 
eoUoUittg  the  Chostlan  spirit  which  the  ardibiihop 
had  dispkyed  in  inteioeding  for  the  osfiital  enemy 
of  bis  order  t. 

Having  recovered  his  htalA,  MdviUe  sailed  £ois 
France,  after  having  been  a  prisons  in  the  Tower 
fyr  the  space  of  four  ye»s.  Before  going  aboaid  the 
vessel  he  wrote  the  following  hasty  lines  to  his 
affectionate  nephew : 

*  Cald.  vii.  466.  f  Melvini  Epist.  p.  255. 

t  Hot?^s  Hrst  pp.  348-^9.  We  can  be  at  no  loss  in  judging  of 
Spotswood^s  sinceritj  on  this  occasion,  after  reading  what  he  has 
said  of  Mdville^s  bmishmeot,  ia  fait  Hiitorj,  pp«  499,  £00. 
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*^  My  dear  son,  my  deai  James,  fateweU^  faveiwell 
in  tibe  Loid,  with  your  sweet  Melissa.      I  must 
now  go  U^  other  dimes.    Such  is  the  pleasure  oi 
my  divine  and  beaveidy  Father ;  afid  I  f^ard  it  as 
a  fruit  of  hia  paternal  love  towards  me^     Why 
should  I  not»  when  he  has  recovered  vm  from  a  sud* 
den  ^id  heavy  distemper^  sumL  auim^^tes  me  to  the 
jpuniey  hy  so  maiiy  tokena  of  his  favour.    Now  a| 
length  I  fefl  the  touth  oS  the  presage  which  I  have 
frequently  j^ronouneedy  That  it  behoved  me  to  eon* 
&sa  CbrifA  on  a  larger  theatre ;  which^  so  far  as^  it 
may  yet  be  unfnliSAled,  sb^l  soon^  I  ougur^  receive  a 
otmiplete  verification.    In  the  mean  time  I  retain 
you  in  nty  hesM^  0or  s^all  any  thing  in  this  Ufe  be 
dearer  to  9ie>  after  God,  than  you.    The  exec^l^t 
Capel  has  in  the  most  fria^dly  maimer  recommend- 
ed you^lett^  to  the  IXd^e  of  Bouillon,  hut  has  as 
yet  received  no  answer.    To-day  I  set  out  on  my 
journey  under  tiie  atisjnces  of  Heaven :  May  the 
God  d£  mercy  give  it  it  prosperous  issue.    Join  with 
me  in.  supplicating  that  it  may  turn  put  to  his 
glory  and  the  profit  of  his  church.    Although  I 
have  no  unea^ness  about  my  Bbrary,  yet  I  must 
request  you  to  charge  those  who  are  intrusted  with 
its  keeping  to  be  careful  of  it,  both  for  my  sake, 
and  for  the  sake  of  the  church,  to  which  I  have  de- 
dicated myself  and  all  my  property.    Who  knows 
but  we  may  yet  meet  again  to  give  thanks  publicly 
to  God  for  all  his  benefits  to  us.     Why  should  we 
not  cherish  the  hope  of  better  days ;   seeing  the 
fraud  and  pride  of  our  enemies  have  brought  us  to  a 
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ccmditi<m  which  appears  to  pn^osticate  the  ruin 
<]£  the  ktely  reared  &hric  ?  Our  three  pretended 
Inshops  affirm  that  they  urged,  and  on  their  knees 
supplicated  his  Majesty  to  restore  me  to  my  native 
country ;  hut  you  know  the  disposition  of  the  men, 
and  what  was  the  drift  of  their  request  In  the 
mean  time  write  me  frequently  hy  Capel  concern- 
ing every  thing,  and  especially  if  any  thing  is  done 
respecting  the  ecclesiastical  history.  I  am  much 
grieved  at  the  imprisonment  of  my  young  friend 
Balfour,  your  sister's  son :  if,  hy  the  assistance  df 
foreigners,  I  can  procure  his  liberty,  I  shall  look 
upon  it  as  a  favour  conferred  on  myself.  The  vessel 
is  under  weigh,  and  I  am  called  ahoard.  My  saluta- 
tions to  all  friends.  The  grace  of  God  be  with  you 
always.  Firom  the  Tower  of  London — just  embark* 
ing — on  the  day  after  the  funeral  of  your  Moecenas^ 
thel9thof  April,  1611. 

Youfs  as  his  own,  in  the  Liord, 

Andrew  Melville*.*^ 


*  Melvlni  Epist  pp.  188—190* 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

1611—1622. 

JjImlvillb^s  reception  in  Prance — Scotsmen  in 
the  protestant  universities  there— univer^tt/  ^ 

^  Sedan — Mehille's  employment  in  it — his  cor^ 
respondence  with  his  nephew — eleath  of  Robert 
Wilkie  and  John  Jonston — MelvUle  leaver 
Sedan  for  a  short  time — intelligence  fiom  Sco^ 
land— constancy  qf  Forbes  and  other  bdnished 
fninisters-'-^ath  of  James  MeMHe — Scottish 
students  at  Sedan — MehiBe  opposes  the  Armi^ 
nian  sentimentS'-^his  opinion  of  the  articles  of 
(he  Perth  AssemUy^^defence  of  the  SaOtiih 
church  against  THenus^^changes  on  unii^ersity 
^  sit  Andrews'^MelviS^s  health  declines — his 
death — -character  and  writingSi 


On  landhig  in  Frftiioe^  Melville  stopped  for  a 
filiort .  time  at  Roueii.  At  Paris  he  was  affee- 
tionately  received  by  one  of  his  scholars^  George 
Sibbald  of  Rankeilkr-^vear  and  Giblistoun,  who 
Was  then  prosecuting  his  studies  in  the  Flenck  ca- 
pital, and  who,  after  taking  the  degree  of  Doctor 
in  Medicine  at  .Padua,  spent  his  time  in  promot- 
ing literature  and  science  in  bis  native  coun< 
VOL.  II.  D  d 
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try*.  He  was  also  hospitably  entertained  by  Du 
Moulin,  the  well-known  protestant  minister  of 
Parisy  who  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  learning 
which  he  displayed  in  conversation.  The  French^ 
man  had  heard  that  he  was  un  pen  cclere^  and 
therefore  was  afraid  to  enter  with  him  on  a  contro- 
versy which  was  then  keenly  agitated  among  the 
protestants  of  France.  These  fears  were  however 
groundless ;  for  Melville's  sentiments  on  that  sub- 
ject were  very  moderate.  After  remaining  a  few 
days  in  iParis,  he  repaired  to  Sedan,  and  was  admit* 
ted  to  the  place  destined  for  him  in  the  university  f . 
The  protestants  of  France  had  at  this  .time  six 
Univ^sities ;  Montauban,  Saumur,  Nismes,  Mont- 
pellier.  Die,  and  Sedan  %.  Besides  these  they  had 
fifteen  Colleges,  erected  in  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom«  in  which  languages,  philosophy,  and  belles  let- 

*  Sibbald  expresses  his  eagerness  to  see  Melville,  after  his  leng 
imprisonment,  in  the  bed.'utifnl  words  of  fiorace,  (Carin.  lib.  iy« 
od.  5.))  ^*  "w*^  jwontem^  ifc.  (Letter  to  Boyd  of  Trochrig^ 
May  14. 1611.  Wodrow's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  53.)  Dr  George 
Sibbald  is  mentioned  in  inqnis.  Bet^roat.  Spec.  Fife.  no.  118. 
comp.  no.  12S.  Vita  Arct.  Johnstoni  \  Poet.  Scot.  Masse  Sacrse, 
toilh  \.  fp.  i^x,  xKsi,  IsSt,  lUHDbari  £pigram.  p.  188.  There 
Me  ItfiiMDber  of  bis  MSS.  in  the  Advocates*  Library  at  Edinbargh. 
His  only  printed  work,  as  far  as  I  know,  besides  his  academical 
theses,  is  *«  Regtilte  bene  et  sakd^ifter  vimidi--*Edinb.  1701  j'» 
published  by  his  nephew.  Sir  fiobort  SibbakU 

tJLetter  fron  Du  Modin  to  Boyd  of  Trochrig,  May  29* 
-Mil :  Wodrow's  Life  of  Robert  Boyd,  p.  S^. 

X  Quick's  Synodicon,  vol  i.  pp.  330,  382,  SSl— 8.  This  is  ex- 
clusive of  those  of  Pflfn,  Orthes  and  Lescar  (the  two  last  ymt» 
«mted)  in  the  kingdom  vf  Navuve^nd  Beam. 


t/iFE  OF  ANDREW  MELVILLE.  419 

tees  were  taught*.  The  number  cf  Scotsmeu  who 
taught  in  these  seminaries  was  great  They  were 
to  he  found  in  all  the  uniyersities  and  o(^eges ;  in 
several  of  th^a  they  held  the  hcmorary  situation  of 
principal ;  and  jUi  oth^s  they  amounted  to  a  t;hij:d 
part  0i  the  Professors.  Most  of  these  had  heea 
educated  under  Melville  at  St  Andrews  f . 

The  territory  of  Sedan  and  Raucourt  had  long 
fimn^ed  a  separate  {mncipaUty,  governed  by  its  own 
kw8»  under  the  Dukes  of  Bmiillon,  who  w^e  petty 
sovereigns,  but  subject  to  the  crown  of  France. 
About  the  year  1578,  a  university  was  erected  in 
the  town  of  Sedan  by  Robert  de  la  Marck,  Duke  of 
Bouillon  t*  By  marrying  his  only  child,  Henry  de 
la  Tour,  Viscount  of  Turenne,  had  succeeded  to  his 
titles  and  domains  §.  He  proved  a  patron  to  the 
university,  which  was  supported  partly  by  his  mu- 
tiificenee,  and  partly  by  a  sum  of  mcmey  annually 
i^otted  to  it  from  the  funds  of  the  National  Synod. 
It  had  professorships  of  Theology,  Hebrew,  Greek, 
Law,  Philosophy,  and  Humanity  ||.    Walter  D<m- 

*  Qaick's  Synot^con,  voL  j.  pp.  275,  $80,  388. 

t  Jt  was  my  iotentian  to  subjoin,  in  the  notes,  an  account  of 
sucb  Scotsmen  as  were  teachers  in  the  protestant  academies  of 
France ;  but  I  find  that  there  is  not  room  for  it* 

X  Einanuel  Tremelliuii  was  professor  bf  Hebrew  at  Sedan  when 
he  died  in  1530.  (Melph.  Adami  yitae  Exter.  TbeoK  p.  143. 
Teissier,  Eloges,  iii.  179.) 

j  Marsollter,  Histoire  de  Henry  de  la  Tour,  Due  de  Bouillon, 
pp.  139,  167>  173.  Vie  de  Mornaj  du  Plessis,  pp.  153,  219. 
l^sdf  Hist,  of  the  Refbrni.  in  France,  wu  879. 

II  Quick,  i.  dSO,  9i2.  Bayk,  Diet.  art.  Perrot^  Nicole.  Bayltt 
bad  been  g^  projEe/Mor  A^  Sed^^n*  Henry  IV.  allotted  4^,000  crown? 

Dd2 
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aldsoD,  a  native  of  Aberdeen,  and  known  as  the 
author  of  several  learned  works,  was  Principal, 
and  Professor  of  Natural  and  Moral  Philosophy, 
during  all  the  time  that  Melville  was  in  the  Univer^ 
sity  •.  Another  of  his  countrymen,  John  Smithy 
was  also  a  Professor  of  Philosophy  f .  James  Ca» 
pellus,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Sedan,  taught  the  He- 
Inrew  Cla^s.  Though  not  so  acute  and  bold  a  critic 
as  his  brother  Lewis,  he  was  possessed  of  extensive 
learning,  and  lived  on  terms  of  great  intimacy  with 
Melville  f-    The  Professor  of  Divinity  was  Daniel 

annually  to  the  National  Synod  ^  and  Lewis  XIII.  added  45,000 
livres.  In  1609,  the  Syndd  granted  to  the  University  of  Sedan 
1500  L  of  which  700  1.  Wat  to  be  given  to  the  professor  of  divi- 
nity. The  annual  sum  given  to  it  from  1612  to  1620  was  40001* 
(Aymons,  Sy nodes  Nalionaux  des  Eglises  Beforin«  de  France, 
torn.  i.  p.  378.) 

*  Donaldsoni  Synopsis  Oeconomica,  Prsefat.  Paris.  1620. 
Two  other  works  of  his  tat  mentioned  in  Bayle,  Diet,  art* 
Donaldsen^  Quaker^  He  is  called  **  Poeta  Lanreatos,^*  (Leo-» 
chsei  Epigram,  p.  21.)  that  is,  one  who  had  taken  a  degree  is 
grammar  and  rhetoric.  **  Walterus  Donaldson  armigeri  utrias- 
que  juris  doctot  apud  Rupellam  in  Gallia,  natus  in  abredonia— ^ 
fait  fillus  legitimus  Alexandri  Donaldson  Armigeri  (ex  nobii- 
isiima  et  antiquissima  familia  donaldornm  in  regno  nostro  Scodse 
oriund.)  et  Elizabeths  Lamh  quse  fait  filia  legithna  Davidis 
Lamb,  Baronis  de  Dunkenny."  (Liferse  Prosapiae  Alex'^  Do- 
naldson Medicinse  Doctoris,  dat.  Edin.  Not.  15.  1642  :  MS.  iii 
Bibl.  Jurid.  Edin.  W.  6.  26.  p.  21.  Conf«  A.  3.  19.  no.  116.) 

t  Steph.  Morinos,  Vita  Sam.  Bocharti,  p«  2.  apud  Bocharti 
Opera,  torn.  i. 

X  Colomesii  Gallia  Orientalis,  pp.  157,  223.  Colomies  says : 
"  Lodovicus  Capellos,  Jacobi  unicus  frater."  Bat  in  a  letter  to 
Boyd  of  Trochrig,  Ludovicus  calls  Aaron  Capel  to  London  his 
brother.  (Wodrow^i  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  80.)  There  are  two 
^ms  by  Melville  prefixed  to  a  work  of  James  CapeUus,  entitled 
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Tilenus,  a  native  of  Silesia,  who,  having  come  to 
France  in  his  youth,  recommended  himself  to  the 
chief  persons  among  the  protestants  by  his  conduct  as 
tutor  of  the  Lord  of  Laval,  and  as  a  writer  in  defence 
of  the  reformed  cause  *.  The  profession  of  Divinity, 
which  Tilenus  had  hitherto  sustained  alone,  was 
now  divided  between  him  and  Melville.  The  for- 
zner  taught  the  system,  while  the  latter  prelected 
on  the  Scriptures.  Each  delivered  three  lectures 
in  the  week,  and  they  presided  alternately  in  the 
theological  disputations  f . 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1612  Melville  was 
gratified  by  receiving  an  affectionate  letter  from  his 
nephew^  "  Ah,  pay  dear  &ther !  Are  you  well  ? 
where  are  ypu  ?  what  lure  yo|i  doing  ?  do  you  still 
remember  me?  I  h^ve  almo(;(  foigotten  you  f<u: 
some  months,  so  much  has  my  attention  been  occupi- 
ed with  my  petition  to  the  king,  I  hitve  received  for 
answer,  that  I  can  have  no  h(qpes  but  in  the  way  of 
yielding  an  absolute  submission  to  the  decrees  of 
the  late  Assembly  at  Glasgow :  so  that  I  desp^  of 
returning  to  my  native  covintr^.''    BisfQre  he  had 

«*  Hittoria  Sacra  et  ExotlcaP-'-Sedani  1613^**  Capellus  iiitro^uces 
Melville's  opinion  on  a  question  which  he  discusses  in  the  course  of 
that  work,  calling  him  '*  vir  doctis^imus  et  coUega  charissimus.'* 
(Hist.  Sacr.  p*  236.  Wolfii  Cur^  C|*it.  in  Nov.  Test.  torn.  iji. 
p.  657.) 

*  Memoires  de  Mornaj  du  Plessis,  torn.  ii.  pp.  455-— 6. 
Quick,  Synod,  volp  i.  p.  1S7*  Epistres  Franfaises  a  Mons«  de  la 
Scala,  p.  420. 

tMons.  de  Lanne  to  Trochrigjf  Sedan,  Nov.  20*  1611^ 
(Wodrow's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  58.) 
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nn  oppc^ttmity  of  answering  tkk  letter,  Melville 
ifeceiTcfd  two  others  from  tise  same  quarter,  exfm^s- 
sing  great  distresi^  at  not  Imring  beard  fiwn  him^ 
and  communicating  ample  mielligence  respeetitog 
the  state  of  matters  in  Seotland.  The  btsbops  were 
tritimj^ng  in  the  exeitlse  of  ilkmt  newly  acquired 
pt-e-etninence^  and  daily  recdVed  £resfa  proofs  oi  ike 
toyal  favdiin  A  remark  of  Chancellor  Seatcm  was 
miaash  talked  oft  '^  If  our  bUbops  get  the  kingdcmi 
itf  heaTen  thi^y  must  he  happy  mefa  i  for  diey  already 
reign  on  earth.''  Not  satisfied  with  ruMng  the  ditutii- 
iM^urti^  th^y  clamed  Mi  extetisive  dtil  autiiotiiy  with- 
in their  dioceses.  The  huighs  Were  dejMived  of  their 
privileges,  and  forced  to  reiceive  sUoh  magistrates  as 
their  episcopal  superi^s,  in  eoneeM;  With  the  CiMu4, 
were  pleased  tbnomi^ate^.  Nooj^siti^wa^attlttS 

^  It  the  yiftar  164)9^  arclbibhqi  SpotswMi  put  a  step  to  tin 
tectum  of  tbe  maj^istfates  of  Olaegow  >  and  wrote  the  King  ia 
the  tbllowing  terms  :  **  lo  all  liumbleDes  I  present  mj  opinion  to 
your  most  sacred  M ajestj  that  it  may  be  your  Highiies  gracious 
^lea^5ure  to  command  them  of  new  to- elect  tbe  ^ailliies  that  tfere 
nominate  by  your  Majesty  in  your  first  ie|ttei%  and  to  atgnify  tiuMt 
it  is  your  Higbnes  mind  that  they  have  no  Provost  at  this  time.** 
(MS.  in  Bibl.  Jurid.  £din*  M«  6.  9.  no.  65.)  Two  years  after 
he  treated  the  town  of  Ajy  in  the  same  manner.  (Letter  Spots- 
wood  to  Beltree^,  Oct.  12.  1611*  Wodrow's  Life  of  Spots, 
wood,  p.  36*)  Archbishop  Gladstanes,  in  a  let^r  to  the  King, 
June  9«  1611»  says  :  *'  it  was  your  pleasure  and  direction^*— that 
I  sould  be  possessed  with  the  like  privileges  in  the  electione  of 
the  magistrats  there  (in  St  Andrews),  as  my  lord  of  Glasgow  i^ 
endued  with  in  that  his  city.— -Sir,  whereas  they  are  troublesome^ 
I  will  be  answerable  to  your  Majesty  and  Copnsell  for  them, 
af^i  that  I  be  poss^essed  of  my  rigbt.^'  (MSt  in  Bibl^  Jfurid« 
Edin.  M.6.9.no.72.) 


iima  m«detd  ^a^m,    Ti»e,»ji^Qp  ^  w*  J^t  XQ- 

.pitodw)9tiW^4f  tfe^  Kipg>  and  the  4e«PQtieftlj  j^pw- 

«l^  I  luMtUm  tbe  fiit#t^  of  o«^  church!"  says 
iumm  MdvilJe*.  "  It  wejwjid^  we  wth  g^ef, 
^sme  imd  ^enfmoSt  ^1  thpsa  whose  dnty  k  i^s 
to  «re  for  it  hfiirQ  I^|d  f^s^  tl*pi|-  oooicem*  ,  The 
pu^ts  are  fitb^^  A  d^ep  skep  ba9  fallen  4owii 
upon  om  prophet;.  Th^  hands  of  ;^U  are  homi4« 
Ifl»dbar  orow^Mi  hke  a^  ass  imder  his  two  hnrdjep^- 
The  pangs  of  dearth  aro,  eoofte  ufpo  nae :  &ar  ^^nd 
tfemUisg  have  seized  we ;  borr(»:  hath  covered  me* 
O  that  I  had  the  viogs  of*  dovp,  that  I  m%ht  fly, 
tbat  I  Bught  waftd^  fur  lawy^  and  Mge  h^i  ,th^ 
desertr 

James  Mdiville  mforii^ed  hkr  UB^le  of  the  deceia/se 
of  two  of  his  most  mtimato  acquaintance  in  tho 
University  of  St  Andrews.  *^  The  father  of  St 
X«eonard's  CoU^/  our  steady  fiiend  Wilkic^  has 
hapiNQy  ended  his  days.  He  has  left  all  his  pro- 
perty to  the  cdl^e,  and  nominated  our  acquaint- 
ance Bruce  for  his  successor,  to  whom  he  kindly 
commended  the  care  of  my  John,  I  hope  youjr 
muse  will  not  be  forgetful  of  that  good  man  and 
sincere  friend.  How  much  mwe  happy  is  he  than 
I !  But  I  trust  I  shall  not  belong  in  following  him. 
Indeed,  unless  you  had  survived  to  animate  me,  and 
my  Melissa  had  watched  over  my  health,  my  poor 
soul,  pierced  with  wounds,  would  are  now  have  quitted 
it3  prison.    But  I  endure  by  the  strength  of  God^ 
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and  comfort  myself  with  your  woids,  ^  Who  knows 
but  we  may  yet  meet  again  ?'  When  will  that  day 
arrive  * !" — "  Your  colleague,  John  Jonston  (says  he^ 
in  his  letter  of  the  25&  Nov^ber)  ^sed  his  life  last 
month.  He  sent  for  the  members  of  die  university 
and  presbytery,  before  whom  he  made  a  oonfessi^m 
of  his  faith,  and  professed  his  sincere  attadmient  to 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  our  church,  in  which 
he  desired  to  die*  He  did  not  conceal  his  dislike 
of  the  lately  erected  tyranny,  and  his  detestati<Mi  of 
the  pride,  temerity,  fraud,  and  whole  conduct  of  the 
bishops.  He  pronounced  a  grave  and  ample  eui<^- 
um  on  your  instructions,  admonitions,  and  example ; 
craving  pardon  of  God  and  you  for  having  offended 
you  in  any  instance,  and  £9r  not  having  borne  more 
meekly  with  your  wholesome  and  friendly  anger. 
As  a  memorial  c^him  he  has  left  you  a  gilt  velvet 
cap,  a  gold  coin,  and  one  of  his  best  books  f .  His 
death  would  have  been  a  most  mournful  event  to 
the  church,  university,  and  all  good  men,  had  it 
not  been  that  he  has  for  several  years  laboured  under 
an  incurable  disease,  and  that  the  ruin  of  the  church 
has  swallowed  up  all  lessor  sorrows  and  exhausted 
our  tears  ^'' 

*  This  letter  k  dated  Julj  15. 1611.  (Melvioi  Epbt.  pp.  193 
—196.) 

**  t  f tenoi  I  leave  in  ta^kln  of  mj  sinceir  love  and  affectioan  to 
Mr  Andro  Melvill  ano  fjne  new  Ducbe  cap  of  fjne  blak  velvet, 
IjDit  w<  fyne  martrik  skinnet.^'  (Testament  of  John  Jonston.) 
]^e  died  Oct.  SQ.  :^611. 

t  l^ieWini  {Ipist.  pp.  196,  2S1.  There  are  five  of  Jonston's 
letters  printed  in  Camdcfd  Jfyist.  pp.  41|  75,  95, 123, 127  ^  and 
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The  answ^s  which  M^vi}Ie  returned  to  these 
letters  were  calculated  to  cheer  the  spirits  of  his 
tender-hearted  nephew.  **  Your  letter^  my  dear 
James,  gave  me  as  much  plefisure  as  it  is  possible 
for  one  to  receive  in  l^ese  gloomy  m^  ^vil  days. 
We  must  not  forget  the  apostolical  injunction^ 
^  Rej(Hce  always :  rejoice  in  h<^.'  Non  si  nude 
nunc,  et  oUm  erit.  Providence  is  often  pleased  tp 
grant  prospmty  and  long  impunity  to  those  whom 
it  intends  to  punish  for  tlieir  crimes,  in  order  that 
ifchey  may  feel  mote  severely  from  the  reverse. 

No  oracular  response  pronounced  from  the  tripod 
i£  ApdOio  was  ever  truer  than  this  couplet  of 
Pindar*.  It  is  easy  for  a  wicked  num  to  throw  a 
€(munonwealth  into  disorder:  God  only  can  re- 
store it  Empires  which  have  been  procured  by 
fitaud  cannot  be  stid>le  or  permanent.  Pride  and 
cruelty  wiQ  meet  with  a  severe,  though  it  may  be  a 

,a  number  of  his  poems  are  to  be  found  in  Cambden^s  Britannia, 
In  Wodrow'8  Life  of  Robert  Boyd  (pp.  43,  47,  53.)  are  several 
of  his  letters,  and  particularly  one  containing  an  account  of  cer- 
tain of  his  MSS^  which  be  sent  to  be  printed  at  Saumnr.  He 
married  Catherine  Melville,  of  the  bous^  of  Cambee.  (Ap* 
pendiz  to  Lamon^^s  Diary,  p.  285.)  In  his  Consolatio  ChriiU- 
ana  (pp.  101.— 2.)  are  epitaphs  whidi  he  wrote  on  her  and  t^o 
p{  their  children.  An  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  him  for 
second  minister  of  Haddington.  (Record  of  Fresh,  of  Hadding- 
ton, Oct.  24, 1599  ^  June  11,  and  18,  and  July  2.  1600.) 

*  Aristotle  quotes  the  lines  as  from  a  poet  unknown.  (Rhe- 
toric. L.  2.  C.24.  ed.  Goulstoni.)  They  are  included  in  the  Frag'* 
fnenta  of  Euripides.    (Eurip.  a  Beck,  torn.  2.  p.  496.) 
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late,  retributioB ;  and,  aeeoidioig  to  the  Hebrew  pro- 
verb, 'wbenthetale^briclai  isdouUddtMoaes  eomes*' 
The  result  of  past  events  is  oiacnlar  of  the  future. 
^  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  H  «hall  be  seen*'    Why 
then  exert  our  ingenuity  and  labour  in  adding  to 
cur  vexation  ?    Away  with  fearful  apprdbenaons  T 
The  following  quotation  is  a  specimen  i£  the  ^mi- 
liar and  classic  pleasantry  which  be  was  nccustomed 
to  use  with  his  friends.    "  What  is  tbe  frofmmd 
Dreamer'^  (so  I  was  accustomed  to  oatt  bim  when 
we  travelled  togeth^  in  1584) — ^what  is  wr  Cory^ 
don  of  Haddington  about  ?   I  know  he  cannot  be 
idle:  has  he  not  brought  forth  or  perfected  any 
thing  yet,  after  so  many  decades  of  years  ?  Tempu^ 
Jttla  veniet  taa  quo  speUoMkir  orbM.      I  wish 
also  to  know  if  our  old  friend  Wallace  has  at.  last 
become  the  &ther  of  books  amd  bairns  ?  3Ienalcas 
of  Cupar  on  the  Eden  f  is,  I  hear,  conrtant ;  and  I 
hope  he  will  prove  tigilmt  in  dischai^ng.  all  the 
duties  of  a  pastor,  and  not  mutable  in  his  friendshipsu 
as  too  many  discover  thems^es  to  be  in  these  cloudy 
days.     Salute  him  in  my  name ;  as  also  Damoetas 
of  Elie  I,  and  our  frigid  Dykes,  with  such  others  as 
you  know  to  ^  htM  the  beginning  of  their  confidence 
and  the  rejoicing  of  their  hope  firm  to  the  end.' 
And,  pray,  do  not  forget  my  venerable  old  cousin^ 
who  must  now,  I  &ar,  be  at  the  brink  of  the  grave^ 

*  <*  B«lvf  ^y  songearuo'J**    The  person  referrod  (o  is  James 
Carmichael,  minister  of  Haddingtoii^ 

t  WUliam  Scot,  minister  of  Cupar  in  Fife. 
i  Jdm  Carmichael,  minister  of  £lie. 
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and  ^bo  h)^  solongb^en  afllieted  wMi  gtmt,  g^avd^ 
tod  feolic.  When  I  tsume  to  this  couttti^  1  was  tliie 
Ineatis  of  releahsing  his  son  ftom  pHso^ ;  and  I  u^ 
look  for  his  letters  of  tlumks.  It  will  ^ve  me  the 
greatest  pleasni^e,  in  this  retir^nent  of  ufAtie^  to  hl6&t 
from  him  and  his  relations,  and  to  he  infttm^ed  of 
every  thing  abont  them.  I  iniist  Mt  fbrgrt  iiit  luiid 
*f  Dysart,  the  present  chief  <^  6W:  fttmily ;  nor 
the  bartm  of  Itoi^sie,  oto  kinsman.  Wfe  idd  mm 
daily  grow  children  again,  hnd  are  ett^  undlitiM  turn- 
ing our  eyes  and  tfttiughts  back  6n  oW  <iradles%  W# 
praise  the  past  dAys,  especially  when  w^  ^n  tabfc  tt|^ 
tie  pleasure  in  the  present.  Sufl^  me  then  t^  dM| } 
for  I  am  now  become  pleased  with  old  igi^,  al<fe&ti^ 
I  have  lived  so  long  as  to  see  some  things  wht^.  I 
could  wish  never  to  have  seen.  I  try  daily  to  Iteam 
asoraething  new,  and  thus  to  prevent  my  ^Id  ag«  firMft 
becoming  listless  and  inert.  I  am  always  doii^,  df 
^t  least  attempting  to  do,  something  in  those  itudtiei 
t6  which  I  devoted  myself  in  the  younger  part  of 
my  life.  Accept  this  long  e^nstle  from  a  talkative 
old  man.  Loqui  senibus  res  est  graiissima,  says 
your  favourite  Palingenius,  the  very  mentkm  of 
whose  name  gives  me  new  life ;  for  the  regenera- 
turn  *  forms  almost  the  sole  topic  of  my  meditationsf» 
and  in  this  do  I  exercise  myself  that  I  may  have 
my  conversation  in  heaven,"— -^^  Your  account  of  the 
happy  death  of  my  colleague  Jonston  filled  me  with 
mingled  grief  and  joy.    He  was  a  man  of  reaj  piety. 
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ttoactous  of  the  purity  of  rdigion,  and  of  a  most 
courteous  disposition.  The  university  has  lost  a 
teacher,  the  church  a  member,  and  I  a  friend,  to 
whom  there  are  few  equal." — ''  I  cannot  refrain 
from  bewailing  the  deat^  of  my  friend  Myrrha,  and 
the  loss  which  I,  in  common  with  all  good  men,  have 
sustained  by  the  r^noval  of  that  most  pious  woman  *^ 
How  dearly  I  loved  her  you  know,  and  our  fiiend 
Godsorc^  knows  better  than  any  other  man.  Re- 
member me  kindly  to  him,  said  say  that  his  letter 
and  poems  have  at  last  reached  me-  Often  has  the 
deceftfe  of  that  choice  woman  drawn  tears  from  my 
eyes  since  I  received  the  afflicting  tidings.  At  this 
m<mient  my  grief  breaks  out  afresh-^but  I  restrain 
myselff." 

One  of  the  first  things  which  be  did  ^t&  bis 
setU^nent  at  Sedan  was  to  look  out  for  an  eligible 
fiituation  for  his  nephew.  But,  however  desirous  of 
bis  company,  he  was  obliged  to  discourage  him  fit>m 
looming  to  the  continent.  **  I  know  (says  he)  you 
will  do  nothing  rashly  in  your  own  a$Bur.  Jji^t  pie« 
sent  there  is  no  room  for  you  here  either  in  the 
churdi  or  academy.     And  I  am  afraid  that  the 

*  It  appears  from  a  letter  of  James  MelvUle,  that  the  lady  here 
leferred  to  was  a  sbter  of  John  Morray,  Mbister  of  Leitb. 
'*  Joannes  Murraos,  triumphantb  tuse  Myrrhae  frater,  et  Joannes 
Cams  Fadonsidins,  Johnstoni  tai  nunc  in  csdo  ovantts,  gener : 
ijninri!^'  (Melvini  Epist.  p.  SOS.)  John  Morray  had  two  sisters, 
mffried,  the  one  to  Sir  Robert  Douglas  of  Spot  and  the  other  to 
Sir  William  Moncrieff  of  that  Ilkt  (Douglases  Baronage»  ppt 
45, 102.) 

t  Vklvmi  £p,  pp.  390—295. 
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variableness  and  humidity  of  the  climate  in  the 
Low  Countries  would  be  injurious  to  your  health. 
Will  Mar  do  nothing  for  you  or  for  the  puMio 
cause?  Will  Lennox  do  nothing?  Nor  the  other 
noblemen  who  are  in  favour  with  his  Majesty? 
What  crime  have  you  committed  ?  What  has  the 
Monarch  now  to  dread?  Does  not  the  Primate  sit 
in  triumph, — traxitque  sub  astra  Jvrorem  ?  What 
is  there  then  to  hinder  you,  and  me  also«  (now  ap^ 
preaching  my  seventieth  year^  and  consequently 
emeritus)  from  breathing  our  native  air,  and^  as  a 
reward  of  our  toils,  being  received  into  the  Prytane- 
um,  to  spend  the  remainder  of  our  lives^  without 
seeking  to  share  the  honours  and  affluence  which 
we  do  not  envy  the  pretended  bishops  ?   We  have 
not  been  a  dishonour  to  the  kingdom,  and  we  are 
allied  t6  the  royal  family.    But  let  envy  do  ita 
worst,  no  prison,  no  exile  shaU  prevent  us  from 
confidently  expecting  the  kingdom  of  heaven*." 

When  Melville  first  went  to  Sedan,  his  friends 
in  France  were  apprehensive  that  he  would  not  find 
his  situation  quite  comfortable  f.  He  had  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  polite  and  munificent 
behaviour  of  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  t*  But  the 
number  of  studtots  in  the  university  was  smalls 
His  colle^tgue  Tilenus  was  a  man  of  talents,  but 
haughty  and  morose.  He  was  a  keen  stickler  for 
the  peculiar  tenet  of  Piscator,  and  some  other  opini- 
ons which  were  generally  disliked  by  the  French 

*  Melvmi  Ep.  p.  296.  t  Wodrow's  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  56. 

^  Melvini,  Epist.  p«  292. 
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Bunisiera.  Mdville  did  not  enter  into  these  dis^ 
piitef^  and  treated  all  the  students,  whatet^a*  theit 
sesthaents  respecting  them  were,  with  equal  civility 
and  attmtion^  But  Tilenus  could  not  conceal  his 
aiiti|Mtthy  to  sudi  young  men  as  thought  differently 
from  himself,  or  who  came  from  acad^nies  in  which 
his  opinions  wece  rqected ;  and  in  consequence  ot 
tins  many  of  them  left  Sedan  and  went  to  Saumur  ^^ 
In  these  circumstances  Melville  was  induced  to 
Htten  to  the  proposals  of  Monsieur  de  Barsack^ 
Treasurer  (^  the  Parliament  d  Dau^iny,  wha 
widied  him  to  superintend  the  education  of  his 
tinoBe  sons.  An  annual  salary  et  five  hundred 
crowns  was  pircmiised  him,  and  he  was  to  be  allowed 
either  to  reside  with  the  young  men  at  GrenoUe^ 
or  to  take  them  along  with  him  to  Die,  provided  he 
obtained  a  professorship  in  the  uiiiversity  which  was 
erected  in  that  town.  He  went  to  Grekioble,  in 
the  month  of  November  1613,  to  make  a  trial  of  the 
situation ;  but,  not  finding  it  agreeable  to  his  mind^ 
he  rejtamed  within  a  short  time  to  Sedan  f  • 

The  intdligenoe  whidi  he  received  on  return-* 
ing  to  Grend^  was  not  of  a  dieaing  desi^qKi 
tion.  A  letter  frmn  his  friend  Welwoed  at  Lon^ 
don  conveyed  to  ium  thd  mehtnehdy  tidings  of  the 

*  Mfilymi  Epl^tolae,  p.  29$.  Letter  from  Mons.  cle  Lauiie,  a 
student  at  Sedan :  in  Weilrow^s  Life  of  B<>yd,  pfu  57^*^^  la 
the  year  1612  the  stodeota  of  Sedan  did  not  amouyt  to  a  third  of 
those  of  Saumur,  who,  in  the  year  1606,  were  upwards  of  400. 
(Life  of  Boyd,  pp.  28,  58,) 

f  Letter  from  G.  Sibbald  j  in  WodroTv'a  Life  of  Boyd,  p.  59. 
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death  of  Prince  Henry,  by  which  the  hopes  of  alt 
good  men  in  Britain  and  on  the  continent  w^e 
blasted*,  lietters  from  his  n^hew  at  Berwick 
and  from  Alexander  Hume  at  Frestonpans,  informedl 
him  that  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  had,  in  com* 
pUance  with  a  royal  iiyuiK^tion,  omferred  sforitual 
powers  on  thebieliops  mote  extensive  than  those  which 
they  had  presumed  to  afik  fr^tn  the  corrupt  and  servile 
assembly  at  Glasgow.  *^  The  bishops  (says  Hume) 
fret  because  they  have  &iled  in  procuring  for  hia 
Majesty  as  laige  a  subsidy  as  they  had  promiaed 
hinh  Their  employment  now  is  not  to  preach  [ 
Christ  bnt  die  King.  On  the  Sabbath  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  the  bishops  of  Galloway  and 
Brechin  told  the  people,  that  the  King  had  a  right 
not  <mly  to  their  property  but  also  to  their  lives, 
and  that  they  should  grudge  no  sacrifice  for  one 
who  was  the  defender  of  their  faith,  a  confessor  and 
a  semi-martyr.  Brechin,  moreover,  exhorted  the 
women  to  avoid  extravagance  in  their  dress  and  the 
men  in  the  use  of  wine,  that  they  might  have  it  in 
their  power  to  give  more  to  the  King.  Such  is  the 
doctrine  of  our  qcdscopal  churdi«  We  are  to  ab- 
stain from  vice  not  m  nee^  but  in  order  to  fill  the 
royal  coffers !  f' 

*  On  the  18th  of  February  161S,  a  funeral  oration  on  Prince 
Henry  by  our  countryman  Principal  Donaldson,  was  pronounced 
in  the  hall  of  the  College  of  Sedan  before  a  great  assembly* 
(LacrymsB  Tvmulo  nvnqvam  satis  Lavdati  Herois  Henrici 
Friderici  Stvartl— a  Gvaltero  Donaldsono  Scoto  Britanno— Se« 
4ani  1613.  Svo.) 

f  MeWini  Epist  pp.  SIS,  317—^20.  comp.  I^rd  Hailes, 
lAsmor.  •f  Brit«%  ?q1*  i«  pp.  40--48. 
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The  reader  may  wisb  infonnatioii  respecting  Mel- 
idlle's  companions  in  exile5  the  six  ministers  who 
were  banished  fdr  holding  the  Assembly  &t  Aber- 
deen. Strachan  sicken^  and  died  at  Middleburg 
soon  after  he  landed  on  the  continent*.  Welsht^ 
after  remaining  for  some  time  at  Bonrdeaux,  became 
minister  of  Jonsack  in  the  province  of  Angoumois ; 
Duncan  was  received  into  the  College  of  Rodielle ; 
Sharp  was  made  professor  of  Divinity  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dief.  Forbes  and  Durie  settled  in 
Holland :  the  former  was  preacher  to  the  English 
merchants  at  Middlebtlrgi  from  which  he  reAioved  to 
Delft :  the  latter  obtained  a  Scotch  congr^tion  ift 
Leyden  |.  Melville  k^t  up  a  dose  anrespondence 
with  the  two  last ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1612,  was  gratified  with  a  visit  from  Forbes,  who 
spent  several  weeks  at  Sedan  along  with  his  brother 
Arthur,  an  officer  in  the  Swedish  service  §. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1613  the  report  reached 
Melville  that  his  nephew  had  made  his  peace  with 
the  King,  and  that  Bruce  had  sulnnitted  to  the 
Ushops.  Strong  as  his  confidence  in  the  int^rity 
and  firmness  of  both  these  individuals  was,  he  could 
not  help  feeling  uneasy  at  this  intelligence,    '^  If 

•  Cald.  vii.  78.  \ 

f  Melvini  Epist.  p.  161.  Wodrow%  Life  of  Bobert  Boyd, 
pp^  2S,  160,  173. 

t  Melvmi  Epist.  pp.  286,  329.  Forbesii  Gmnnent^  in  Apo«. 
Pref.  Inferp. 

$  ibid.  p.  S06.  €ir  Arthur  Forbes  ef  Gude  Forbes  id  Ire- 
land, the  4th  son  of  Williani  Forbes  of  Corse,  was  the  ancestor  of 
Earl  Grannard.  (Garden,  Vita  prefix.  Oper.  Joannis  Forbesii. 
Lumsden's  Genealogie  of  the  Family  of  Forbes,  pp.  2l-i*23.) 
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3ruoe  and  you  are  to  be  restored,  (says  he  in  a  let- 
ter  to  James  Melville)  what  is  to  be  done  with  me  ? 
What  is  to  be  done  with  my  brethren,  who,  for  vto 
crime,  were  punished  with  two  years  imprisonment; 
and  have  lived  six  years  in  this  country  as  exiles  ?  I 
know  not  what  peiBecution  is,  if  this  is  not. — Give 
my  salutations  to  Bruce,  and  tell  him  that  I  would 
rather  hear  of  than  see  his  base  servitude  *."  His  ap- 
prehensions were  removed  by  letters  from  his  nephew. 
Some  occasion  had  been  given  for  the  report  which 
he  had  heard.  The  representations  all  along  made 
in  behalf  of  the  banished  ministers  by  their  con* 
gr^ations  and  friends,  were  now  supported  by 
the  Chancellor  and  several  of  the  nobility,  who 
were  disgusted  with  the  pride  of  the  upstart  pre* 
lates,  and  desirous  of  imposing  a  check  on  their 
ambition.  The  bishops  found  it  necessary  to  join  in 
these  representations,  and  hoped  to  turn  the  measure 
to  their  own  account,  by  procuring  at  least  a  partial 
iqpprobation  ol  their  authority  from  some  of  those 
who  had  been  its  greatest  opponents.  Proposals 
were,  accordingly,  made  to  all  of  them,  with  the 
exception  of  Melville.  There  were  not  wanting 
powerfril  motives  to  induce  them  to  comply,  at  the 
expence  of  making  some  sacrifice  of  principle.  They 
were  all  advanced  in  life ;  they  had  all  frimilies ; 
several  of  them  had  lost  ibeir  health  abroad; 
and  all  of  them  felt  passionately  attached  to  their 
native  country.  The  commutation  of  capital  pun* 
ishment  into  exile  is  regarded  as  an  act  of  clemency ; 

*  Melvlnl  Epist  pp.  308—9. 

VOL.  ir.  E  e 


4S4  LIFE  OP  AKDSEW  MELVILLE. 

and  if  Aliged  to  choose  bonuhmeat  or  death  th^e 
is  probabljT  none  who  would  not  poefo  the  fi>mier. 
But  on  the  other  hand  many  who  would  willingly 
have  laid  their  neckg  on  the  WodL  rather  than 
eomply  witii  what  they  deemed  ainfiil,  hare  bad 
thdr  Teeedution  sididued  hy  the  mitigated  but 
ibIow  and  exhausting  piHM  of  impriaonment  or  exile. 
In  the  present  instance,  bowewr;  all  the  minia- 
ters  Bd^ectedthe  team  offered  thenu 

The  sentimeBts  by  which  they  were  actuated  in 
coming  to  tliis  resolution  tteibreifaly  expressedby  F<h:- 
besin  a  letter  to  lames  MdriUe.  ^  I  always  expect 
ed  (says  he)  some  prcf^osal  of  this  kind,  «id  nuked 
I  wonder  that  the  bifibops  liare  deferred  making  it  so 
le^  after  the  estaUidbment  of  tkdr  tyranny.  The 
only  way  cf  accounting  £m*  the  dday  is,  by  auppos* 
ing  (Xiat,  like  att  who  are  conscious  of  bdng  embarks 
ed  in  a  bad  course,  tbey  «an  never  think  themsdvea 
raffidently  seemred  agahMt  dangor.  How  wretched 
the  condition  of  these  iiaen,  ndio,  faadussed  by  eantin-r 
ual  fear  and  imxiety,^n  neidier  do  wi^  without  us, 
nor  yet  enjoy  our  company  with  safety !  What  wise 
man  would  court  those  honours,  which,  always  mn* 
satis&ctory,  idways  nnstidile,  uistead  tf  conferring 
solid  peace  on  the  possessor,  torment  him  with  in- 
cessant apprehenfiions !  ^uiU  we  then  confirm  what 
they  feel  to  be  so  vain,  with  a  single  word  or  the 
slightest  marked  our  approbation?  God  forbid  that 
a  cause  whidi  is  destitute  of  intrinsic  strength, 
and  the  innate  excellence  of  virtue,  should  re- 
ceive from  us  a  prop  to  its  weakness  or  a  covering 
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to  its  turpitocle !  Suffer  the  se)f-c(mvieted  rogues  to 
tvalk  OB  their  own  feet»  aod  we  shall  soon  see  them 
iUl  hjr  their  own  act.  L.et  us  not  fear  their  wiles«  but 
turn  ohr  eyes  to  Hini>  who»  sitting  above,  governs  aU 
things  and  over^rules  them  to  the  good  of  those  who 
love  him.  He  that  shall  come  will  com^  without 
delay,  and  will  cleanse  his  floor,  and  con$uvii9  tike 
chaff  and  rubbish  with  the  fire  of  his  wrsfth*  Let 
us  reserve  oiiraelves  for  bett^  times,  and  he  who  i^ 
at  once  our  gmd^  our  way,  atid  the  beginning  9u4 
md  of  onr  course^  will  bring  aU  flings  to  a  happy 
termination.  I  have  been  ^evei),bl|t  Dot  in  die  least 
sta^^ered  at  the  weakness  of  A.  D.  *,  who  has  ^  M- 
fared  so  many  things  in  vain/  He  will  not  add  to 
the  strenftfa  of  those  to  whom  he  has  gone  over,  ^or 
will  he  weaken  ua  whom  he  has  de$erted.  The 
cnown  which  be  has  taken  from  his  own  bead  hp 
hftsplaoed  on  ours*  I  am  not  moved  by  the  foolish 
judgement  of  vain  courtiers,  nor  by  the  empty 
triumphs  of  the  bi^ops ;  sudi  winds  cannot  shake  the 
fcmndation  on  which  we  rest  Ifdatey  appear  for  a  time 
to  be  victoriiMis,  they  idiall  feel  at  last  that  those  who 
vanquish  in  a  bad  cause,  vanquish  to  their  ruin*  At  th? 
samp  time  we  ou^tnot  rashly  toocmtemn  the  peace 

*  Andrew  Daneao,  who  bad  been  lalelj  allowed  to  return  from 
badisbmoDt  in  consequence  of  bis  maUng  some  acknowledgements 
to  tbe  King  respecting  Aberdeen  Assembly.  (Cald.  vii.  500«— 
503.)  He  was  afterwards  prosecuted  before  the  High  Com- 
mission and  imprisoned  for  non-conformity  to  the  Articles  ef 
Perth.  (Wodrow^sLifeof  Andrew  Doncaui  pp.  4—11.  Print- 
ed Cald.  pp.  rso,  7640 
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and  liberty  offered  us  in  the  name  of  the  prince.  But 
if,  uridfer  the  extei^nal  mask  of  VAyetty,  they  seek  to 
draw  us  into  a  slavery  wdrse  not  only  than  impris- 
onment and  e^ile,  but  than  the  Ibsd  of  life  itself5  we 
are  not  to  J^urchase  the  liberty  of  our  bodies  by  in- 
tlirailing  our  souls.  I  had  rather  remain  the  cap-^ 
tive  of  a  legitimate  ^Sovereign  than  become  the  ser- 
vant of  illegitimate  lords.  I  esteem  it  more  hon- 
outable  to  carry  the  chains  of  a  lawful  king  than 
to  wear  the  insignia  of  usurping  prates.  Is  the 
former  esase  I  am  a  witnes&with  Christ  in  the  hope 
of  his  glory :  in  ^e  latter,  peijtired  and  an  associate 
with  wicked  men^  I  would  be 'found  att^mptii^  to 
rebuild  the  city  which  had  been  thrdwh  down  and 
kid  under  a  earse,  Vvould  share  of  her  plagues,^  and 
be  involved  in  heft  ruin.  Pardon  my  boldness.  '  It 
would  hav^  become  a  son  to  ha  more  modest  in 
Writing  to  a  father;  '  But  grief  and  ii^ignation  at 
the  piresent  deplco'able  state  of  a&irs,  and  at  the 
h^rd  condition  of  good  men  who  cannot  obtain  cor- 
poral liberty  Without  submitting  to  spiritual  bond- 
age, have  tmconsciously  drawn  these  reflections 
from  my  pen  •.'* 

Melville  must  have  been  gratified  with  the  spirit 
which  breathed  in  this  letter.  He  could  not  despair 
of  the  liberties  of  his  coufitry  as  Icmg  as  they  bad 
such  friends  as  Forbes.  Under  the  mortifi- 
cations which  he  felt  at  the  ingratitude  of  the  pub- 
lic,  and  the  defection  of  the  greater  part  of  those 

*  Melvini  Epbt.  pp*  326— >329r 
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who  bad  received  their  education  under  him,  he 
could  not  say  that  he  *'  i9pent  his  strength  for  nought 
and  in  vain,"  when  be  had  been  the  means  of  train- 
ing up  a  few  individuals  of  such  rare  virtue  and 
constancy.  The  next  letter  which  he  wrote  to  bis 
nephew  shews  hew  much  the  late,  intelligence  from 
Scotland  had  chewed  him.  **  I  cannot  but  hope  for 
all  that  is  good  fr^n  Bruce.  The  court<rumours  are 
vain  and  calumnious,  especially  with  respect  to  heroes 
like  him,  adorned  with  every  virtue.  I  am  anxious 
to  bear  good  accounts  of  Patrick  Simson,  the  faithful 
bishop  of  Stirling,  and  a  few  others  of  the  same 
stamp  with  him.  Godscroft  has  written  me  once 
and  again,  ardently,  vehemently.  I  love  the  sincere 
zeal  and  undaunted  spirit  fit  tb^t  excellent  man  and 
most  upright  £rien4*  Would  tp  God  that  the  eques- 
trian, npt  to  say  the  ecdeaastical,  order  could  boast 
of  many  Godscrofls  * !  Our  fqaid  Wellwood  has  also 
written  me ;  but  at  {Hresent  it  jis  not  in  my  power^  nor 
do  I  reckon  it  fi^fe,  to  reply  tp  them  acpording  to  their 
desire.  You  know  my  disposition  long  ago.  lam  un- 
willing, for  the  mere  purpose  of  making  a  shew  of 
good-^will,  to  gratify  my  friends  in  a  thing  which  may 
involve  than  in  trouble,  ev<sn  ^though  they  request 

*  This  refers  to  the  letters  which  David  Harpe  of  Godscroft 
had  written  to  bishops  Law  and  Cowper  in  defence  of  Presby- 
tery. Wodrow  has  collected  a  number  of  them  in  bis  Life  of 
Hume,  pp.  18 — 40./and  in  his  Appendix  to  the  Life. of  Cowper. 
**  I  wish  they  were  printed  (says  James  Melville)  one  would 
scarcely  desire  to  see  any  thing  better  on  the  subject.''  (^{elvini 
Epist.  p.  194.) 
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it  of  me.  The  Lord,  on  whotn,  and  not  on  the 
pleasures  or  wishes  of  men,  I  depend  wholly,  has  hiiaf 
own  times.  I  keep  all  my  friends  i^  my  eye :  I 
carry  them  in  my  bosom :  I  commend  tlf  em  to  die 
Grod  of  mercy  in  my  daily  pray^.  What  comes 
to  my  hand  I  do :  I  fill  up  iHy  station  to  the  best 
of  my  ability :  My  conyersation  is  in  hearpa :  I 
ndther  importune  nor  deprecate  the  day  o#  my 
death :  1  maintain  my  post :  I  asfnre  after  things 
divine :  about  those  \^hieh  are  human  I  give^  myself 
little  trouble.  In  fine,  I  live  to  God  and  the  Chardi: 
J  do  not  sink  under  advertdty :  I  reserve  myself  for 
better  days :  My  mind  h  {nrepared  by  the  gniee  of 
God,  and  strong  in  the  Lord,  f<Mr  whose  sake  I  am 
not  afraid  to  meet  death  in  llmt  new  and  living 
way  whidi  he  h^th  consecrated,  and  which  leads  to 
heaven  ulike  ^om  every  qiiarter  of  the  globe  *." 

A  letter  from  Sir  James  I'uHerton,  Which  he  re- 
ceived in  the  n^onth  tif  April  1614,  gavis  a  dioek  to 
his  feelings  whidi  it  required  all  his  fortitude  to 
bean  His  dearest  friend  and  most  alfectimiate  and 
dutiful  nephew,  Jameis  Melville,  w^  no  more.  His 
health  had  for  sc^e  time  been  in  ^  stftte  of  dectine^ 
which  yr^  accelerated  by  grief  at  the  iMie  of  pnbUc 
affairs  in  Scotland,  whidb  his  extreme  sensibility 
disposed  him  to  brood  over  with  a  top  intense  and 
exclusive  interest.  In  consequence  of  the  importu* 
nity  of  his  friends  and  an  a^Nurmitly  earnest  invita^ 
tion  from  ardibishop  Gladstanes,  he  set  out  for  Ektinr 

*  JMUviQi  Epist.  p«  325. 
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burgh,  in  the  begmning  of  the  yeair  1G14»  to  arraqgie 
matters  f(Mr  his  return  to  Kihiuiy,  or,  if  this  was 
fbijmd  impracticable^  to  make  permanexit  provision 
£ox  that  parish.  But  he  had  not  g<me  &r  when  he 
was  taken  so  ill  as  ta  be  unable  to  proceed  on  the 
journey,  and  with  difficulty  returned  to  Berwick. 
The  medicines  applied  could  not  impede  the  progress 
of  tibe  distemper^  which  soon  exhibited  alarming 
symptoms.  He  received  the  intimation  of  this  with 
the  most,  perfect  composure,  and  told  his  friends  that 
he  was  not  only  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  but  satis* 
fied  that  he  could  not  die  ata  more  proper  season.  On 
Wednesday  the  19th  of  January^  he  "  set  his  hcmse 
in  order;"  and  aU  his  children  being  pvesent,  except 
his  son  Andrew,  (who  was  prosecuting  his  theolo- 
gical studies  at  Sedan)  he  gave  them  his  dying 
charge  and  parental  blessing.  His  brothar-in-law, 
Joshua  Durie,  minister  of  St  Andrews^  and  Hume 
of  AytoUt  A  gentleman  who  had  shewn  him  great 
kindness  during  his  residence  at  Berwick,  waited  by 
bia  bed-side*  He  was  much  employed  in  prayer. 
When  be  mentioned  the  Church  of  Scotland,,  he 
prayed  f<ur  repentance  and  fiwgiveness  ta  those  who 
had  caused  a  schism  in  it  by  avertuming  its  reform* 
ed  discipline.  And,  addressing  those  around  him, 
he  said :  ^^  In  my  life  I  ever  detested  and  resisted 
the  hierarchy  as  a  thing  unlawful  and  antichristian, 
for  which  I  am  an  exile,  and  I  take  you  all  to 
witness  that  I  die  in  the  finme  judgment"  Hemade 
particular  mention  of  his  oode  at  Sedan ;,  gave  him 
a  high  commendation  for  learning,  but  still  more 
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for  courage  and  constancy  in  the  cause  of  Christ ; 
and  prayed  that  God  wotdd  continue  and  increase 
the  gifts  bestowed  on  him.  In  the  midst  of  the 
acute  bodily  pain  which  he  endured  during  that 
night  and  the  succeeding  morning,  he  expressed  his 
resignation  and  confidence  chiefly  in  the  language 
of  Scripture,  and  often  repeated  favourite  sentences 
from  the  Psalms  in  Hebrew.  Being  reminded  of 
the  rapture  of  the  apostle  Paul,  he  said :  **  Every 
one  is  not  a  Paul ;  yet  I  have  a  desire  to  depart 
and  be  with  Christ,  and  I  am  assured  that  I  shall 
enter  into  glory.** — "  Do  you  not  wish  to  be  restcared 
to  health  ?'*  said  one  of  the  attendants.  **  No ; 
not  for  twenty  worlds.**  Perceiving  nature  to  be 
nearly  exhausted,  his  friends  requested  him  to  give 
them  a  token  that  he  departed  in  peace ;  upon  which 
he  repeated  the  last  words  of  the  martyr  Stephen, 
and  breathed  gently  away  *. 

He  died  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  in 
the  eight  year  of  his  banishment.  From  the  ac^ 
count  given  of  hiip,  and  the  extracts  produced  from 
his  letters,  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  work,  the 
reader  will  be  able  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  his  cha- 
racter. The  presby  terian  ministers  of  that  age  were 
in  general  characterized  by  piety,  assiduity  in  the 
discharge  of  parochial  duties,  disinterestedness,  pub- 
lic spirit,  and  the  love  of  freedom.  In  James  Mel- 
ville these  qualities  were  combined  with  the  amiable 
dispositions  of  the  man  and  the  courteous  manners 
pf  the  gentleman.     *•  fie  was  one  of  the  wisest 

♦  Cald.  MS,  vii.  505*-51«. 
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directcars  of  church-affidrs  in  fais  time,"  says  Calder« 
wood.  "  For  that  cause  he  was  ever  employed  by 
the  General  Assemblies  and  other  public  meetings ; 
and  acted  his  part  so  gravely,  so  wisdy,  and  so 
calmly,  that  the  adversaries  could  get  no  advantage."* 
Though  gentle  and  not  easily  povoked,  he  possess- 
ed great  sensibility ;  could  vindicate  himself  with 
spirit ; .  and  testified  an  honest  indignation  at  what- 
ever was  base  and  unprindpled,  especially  in  the 
conduct  of  men  of  his  own  profession.  He  felt  a 
high  veneration  for  the  talents  and  character  of  his 
unde ;  but  he  was  a  confidratial  fiiend  and  aide 
coadjutor,  not  a  l^umble  dependent  or  sycophantidi 
admirer ;  and  his  conduct  during  the  last  yea^s  of  his 
life,  when  he  was  Uirown  on  the  resources  of  his  own 
mind,  served  to  display  the  soundness  of  his  ^udg^ 
inent,  and  to  imfold  the  ^lergy  of  his  character*. 
Be^es  what  he  had  published  at  an  early  period  of 
Ids  life,  he  prepared,  a  short  time  before  his  death, 
several  treatises  for  the  press.  His  Supplication  to 
the  King,  in  the  name  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  a 
work  on  which  he  bestowed  great  pains,  is  composed 
in  an  elegant  and  impressive  style.  Possessing  lest 
fancy  than  feeling,  his  poems,  which  are  all  written 
in  the  Scottish  dialect,  do  not  rise  above  mediocrity ; 
but  from  this  censure,  some  parts  of  his  Lamenta- 

*  When  some  urg^  that  James  Melville  might  be  allowed  to 
return  home,  although  it  was  dangerous  to  set  his  uncle  at 
liberty,  archbrshop  Spotswood  is  said  to  have  replied :  *'  Mr 
Andrew  is  but  a  blast,  but  Mr  James  is  a  crafty  byding  man, 
and  more  to  be  feared  than  hit  uncle.^'  ^Wodrow's  Lite  of  Jamea 
Melville,  p.  146.) 
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tioD  over  the  arerthrow  cxf  tJie  Chmdi  of  Soodand 
deserre  to  be  exempted  *. 

The  distress  which  Mehille  felt,  at  reeeiring  the 
tidings  <^his  nej^ew's death,  was  eahn  and  silent, 
because  it  was  deep.  It  is  expressed  with  a  tender 
simplicity  in  the  epitaph  whidi  he  wrote  for  him  f . 
In  a  lettcar  to  his  fiiend  Dune  at  Licyden,  he  saya^* 
*'  The  Lord  hath  taken  to  himself  the  Mtbfak 
brother,  my  dearly  beloved  son,  Mr  Jan^s  Melville;, 
in  January ;  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr  .James  Ful* 
larton.  I  fear  melancholy  to  have  abri^fed  hit 
days.  He  was  in  great  perplexity  and  doubt  what 
to  do,  as  ye  know  and  as  Mr  Bamford  wrote  me} 
and  I  answered  by  these  letters  which  I  sent  to 
you.  I  cannot  tell  if  they  be  yet  beside  you  ;  but 
I  persuade  myself  he  has  never  seen  them.  He  was 
resdved  to  accept  no  restitution  with(mt  you  and 
Mr  Forbes.  Now  he  is  out  of  all  doubt  and  &d^ 
rie  ^9  enjoying  the  firuits  of  his  sufferiiq;  here :  God 
forgive  the  mstruments  of  his  withholding  from  his 
flock.  I  cainnot  write  more  at  this  time.  If  ye 
have  received  the  particulars,  of  his  sickness  and  his 
death,  I  pray  you  let  me  know  the  ciremnstances 
at  large  $." 

Besides  the  civilities  whicb  he  shewied  to  all  the 

*  Sec  Note  O. 

t  This  epitaph  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  LiBelius  Supples  of 
James  Melville* 

t  Trouble. 

§  Letters  from  Melville  to  Robert  Dnrie,  no.  5.  (MS.  In  Bibh 
Jarid.  Edin.  M.  6«  9.  no*  42.) 
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students,  Melville  paid  partkular  attention  to  such 
of  his  countrymen  as  came  to  the  nniversity  of  Se» 
dan.  Among  these  were  John  Durie,  afterwards 
well-known  for  the  persevering  eiertions  which  h« 
made  to  accomplish  a  unicm  between  the  Lntheraa 
and  Reformed  Churches*,  and  the  learned  Dr 
Jdm  Forbes^  son  to  the  bishop  iji  Aberdeen  f .  Dr 
Arthur  Jonston,  the  poet,  also  spent  a  eonidderable 
part  o£  his  early  life  in  tiie  University  of  Sedan. 
His  jaVeiiile  effiiidons  prove  that  ht  hr^  on  a  foot- 
ing of  itttinmcy  with  the  venehtble  cdleagne  of  his 
deceased  unde,  who,  on  his  part,  could  not  &il  to  be 
pleased  with  a  young  man  whose  literary  taste  was 
80  cong^ial  to  his  frnn^  and  who  had  already  given 
flattering  presages  of  tibose  talents  whidb  entitle 
him  to  rank,  as  a  sacred  poet,  next  to  his  master 
Buchanan  |.?— -During  his  residence  at  Sed^u,  Mel- 
ville kept  up  a  correspondence  with  different  Hterarj 
characters  on  the  continent^  of  whom  Hdimus,  60- 
marus,  and  Du  Flesiis  were  the  principal  §. 

^  He  was  the  Soo  of  Bobert  Dorie  .tt  Leydeo*  (Mehf'dki*a 
Letters  to  Durie,  bq«  4.  ubt  supra*) 

t  See  the  Preface  and  Letters  pitfisted  to  bis  Latin  translation 
of  bis  ^Eitber^s  Commentary  on  tbe  Berelation,  Amst.  1646. 

X  Vita  Arct.  JoBitoni,  in  Po^t  Scot*  If ns«  Sac  pp  xxxi,  xxxt. 
In  tbe  worjLs  of  Jonston,  besides  an  encomiastic  poem  on  Melville, 
tbere  are  Lmstif  Amabeif  being  a  poetical  correspondence  suppos- 
ed to  have  passed  between  tlie  author  and  Tilenns  and  Melville, 
at  Sedan.  Tilenns  is  rallied  on  the  long  delayed  birth  of  a  daogh-^ 
ter,  and  Melville  on  his  being  childless  and  an  old  bachelor* 
(Arturi  JonstoniPoemata,pp«  371,  387-^397.  Middelb.  1642.) 

$  Letters  to  Bobert  Durie,  famm^  Wodrow>  Ufe  of  Boy4, 
l^p*  53,  58. 
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In  addition  to  his  ordinary  academical  employ- 
ment, Melville  was  involved  at  this  time  in  a  con- 
troversy which  was  peculiarly  delicate  firom  the  con- 
nection in  which  he  was  placed  with  the  individual 
who  was  his  principal  opponent.  At  his  first  com- 
ing to  Sedan  he  found  several  of  the  students  in- 
fected with  Arminianism  *•  His  cdleague  l^enus, 
after  publishing  against  this  system  of  faith,  became 
a  convert  to  itf.  But  instead  of  avowing  the 
change,  he  exerted  himsdf  covertly,  and  contrary  to 
his  subscription  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  in  in- 
stilling his  new  opinions  into  the  minds  ijt  the  stud- 
ents t.  Melville  had  from  the  beginning  refuted 
them  in  his  lectures ;  and  be  concurred  vrith  others 
in  exposing  an  insidious  scheme  for  perverting  the 
sentiments  of  the  young  men  under  his  charge,  and 
Tuining  the  university.  In  oonsequenoe  of  this  Tile- 
nus  left  Sedan,  and  became  an  open  and  virulent 
adversary  of  Calvinism  §. 

Spotswood  betrays  his  ignorance  as  mudi  as  his 
spleen  in  the  short  account  which  he  gives  of  Mel- 
ville after  he  was  released  from  the  Tower.  **  He 
was  sent  to  Sedan  (says  he)  where  he  lived  in  no 
great  respect,  and  contaracting  the  gout  lay  almost 
bedfast  to  his  death  ||."    Con^dering  his  advanced 

*  Mel?ille*8  Letters  to  Robert  Durie,  oo.  1.  ubi  supra. 

t  Walchii  Bibliotheca  Theologiea,  torn,  ii.  pp.  544.  558. 

X  Letter  from  Rivet  to  Boyd  of  Trpcbrig/  Dec.  5.  161 7  :  in 
Wodrow's  Life  of  Bojd,  p.  194. 

§  Scoti  TV  i9X¥tH  Paraclesis,  pp.  S4«— 5.  Epittolee  Ecclet. 
jtt  Theolog.  ppi  17,  616,  619,  770.  Le  Vwaor^  Histoire  de 
Louis  XI IL  torn*  iv,  p.  606« 

II  Hilt.  p.  500. 
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age  when  he  was  banished  to  France,  it  would  not 
have  excited  surprize  if  he  had  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  inactivity,  or  without  performing 
any  thing  which  attracted  the  public  attention. 
But  the  facts  which  we  have  stated  re^te  the  invi*» 
dious  allegation.  Nor  durst  the  bishops  of  Scot- 
land grant  p^tmission  to  this  same  unrespected  fmd 
bedfast  invalid  to  return  to  his  native  country,  al« 
though  they  knew  that  the  act  would  have  gained 
them  the  greatest  credit.  The  atchbiishop  ought  to 
bave  been  ashamed  to  mention  his  disorder  con- 
sidering the  wdy  in  which  he  first  contracted  it 
H^  had^  indeed,  i)egun  td  feel  the  infirmities  of  old 
age,  but  not  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  performing 
his  ptdfessional  duties,  to  subdue  the  undaunted 
spirit  of  which  his  adversaries  stood  so  much  in  awe, 
or  even  to  mar  his  wonted  cheerfulness  *.  In  a  1^ 
ter  written  in  the  year  1612,  he  says :  **  Am  I  not 
three-score  and  eight  years  old ;  unto  the  which  age 
Hone  of  my  fourteen  brethren  came?  And  yet,  I 
thank  God,  I  eat,  I  drinks  I  sleep  as  well  as  I  did 
these  thirty  years  bygone,  and  better  than  whra  I 
was  younger — in  ipso  flare  adolescentitB.  Only  ti^ 
gravel  now  and  then  seasons  my  mirth  with  some 
little  pain,  which  I  have  felt  only  since  the  b^in- 
ning  of  March  the  last  year,  a  month  before  my 

*  Speaking  of  Spotswood's  behftvlotff  in  the  General  Assem- 
\i\y  held  in  1617,  Simson  says :  '*  Necnon  furere  et  debaccbari  in 
Andream  Melvinum,  vimm  optimum,  et  foedissimis  calumniis  ab- 
sentem  mordere  qai  prescntem  nisi  tremulus  videre  vix  potuerit/^ 
(Annales,  p.  137*) 
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4&Uva»iioe  from  prison.  I  feel,  thank  God^  n6 
•Imtemeait  of  the  alacrity  and  ardour  of  my  mind 
finr  the  propagation  g£  the  truth.  Neither  use  I 
q^eetaele9  n<^more  tiban  ever :  yea,  I  use  none  kt 
all  nor  ever  djklf  and  see  now  the  smallest  Helnrew 
mtbout  points,  and  the  smidlest  characters.  Why 
Im^  I  not  live  to  see  a  chai^ement  to  the  hetter, 
when  the  i^nee  shall  he  informed  truly  by  honest 
nten^  or  <7od  open  his  eyes  and  move  his  hei^  to 
see  the  ^ide  of  stately  prelates  *  ?"  In  a  letter 
vmttm  to  the  same  cdrrespondent  in  the  eonrse  of 
tiie  Mhmng  year,  he  says :  *'  I  thank  you,  loviii^p 
brother,  fftr your  care  1^ us;  but  I  fear  I  put  you 
t0  over  gi#at  leharge  in  paying  for  my  letters,  which 
I  would  not  do  if  1  were  sure  that  my  letters  would 
he  delivened  in  jcaoe  I  would  pay  f<Ar  them:  such  is 
either  the  ne;^igenee  or  greediness  of  this  age.  I 
know  your  loving  heart ;  but  it  is  indiscretion  cm 
my  part  to  bmd^  you  too  mudi.  Take  this  Eng^ 
Ush  word  in  good  part^t  fell  out  <^,the  pen.  My 
heart  is.a  Scotch  heart,  and  as  good  or  better  nor 
evcar  itwa«,  both  toward  God  and  man.  The  Lord 
Miy  be  praii^  thereof,  to  whom  belongs  all  glory. 
Who  ^an  t^  when  out  of  this  confusion  it  may 
^ease  him  to  draw  out  some  good  order,  to  the 
comfort  of  bis  children  and  relief  of  his  servants? 
Courage,  courage,  brother!  Judicabimus  atigdost^ 
quanta  magis  mortalesP*  And  in  the  year  I6l6^ 
he  writes  again  to  Durie:  ^  Let  the  bishops  be 

*  Letters  to  Kobert  Durie,  no.  I.  viki  supra. 
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mowdewaqis  * :  we  mil  lay  our  treasures  in  heaven, 
whare  they  be  safe.  My  colic,  gcavel,  and  gout 
be  messengers  (but  not  inqportune)  to  spoil  my 
patience,  but  to  exercise  my  faith.  My  health  is 
better  nor  I  would  look  for  at  tins  age :  praised  be 
tike  true  Mediator,  to  whose  glory  may  it  serve  and 
to  the  bendit  ci  his  church  f « 

A&&!  his  settlement  at'  Sedan  he  requested  his 
fiiends  at  London  to  embrace  any  £Eivourable  oppoi^ 
tunity  that  might  offer  for  procuring  his  restoiatioiL 
JB^t  tins  lie  did  not  so  much  (torn  any  hopes  (^suc- 
cess which  he  entertained,  as  to  dbew  '^  that  he  had 
not  throum  off  all  regaid  to  the  church  and  land  ef 
his  &lJierflf,  and  did  not  contemn  the  &vour  oE  his 
soverdgn  I*"  In  the  year  1616^  Forbes  went  to 
l&igland,  and,  after  waiting  six  months,  was  admit- 
ted to  kiss  his  Majesty's  hand,  and  obtained  a  piso^ 
mise  (which  was  never  realized)  that  he  and  Thk- 
riewiCHild  be  relieved  from  banishment.  In  aletr 
tex  which  Melville  wrote  to  Durie  he  says,  after 
some  satirical  reflections  on  the  hand  which  Spots- 
wood  had  in  that  al&ir :  ^^  This  I  write  not  to  hin- 
dor  you  to  aeo^  <tf  your  liberty  obtained  already  at 
the  king^s  hands,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr  Fotbeafs 
letters.  You  are  wise  and  resolute  in  the  Lord^ 
whose  q»irit  hath  guided  you  hitherto  in  your  wan- 
derings through  the  wilderness  of  this  crooked  age. 
I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  both  of  your  coming  home, 

*  Moles.      .  t  Ibid.  no.  S  and  4t 

tMelviiii£pi8t.p.293. 
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mod  i^laating  in:  the  nuaistry  at  hoiae*-^A8.  (or 
me  I  Icnow.  their  double  dealings  fimn.the  beg^imiiii^ 
i|nd  bow  J  am  both  halted  and  feared  by  th«a ;  and 
,M>  was  jay  cousin .  Mr  James.  The  Meti:|]$K>litaif, 
I  weeHy  wps  minded  Ao  deal  &r.  me ;  but  .zay  hit^" 
written  verses  offisnded  both  King  and  bi^Cfp^ 
Yet  they  be  general,  and  sudias  none  but  a  wan^ 
diapen  Inshop  can  be  offended  with-^-Hr«if«;^H  mm  hiHf 
mt§ftfwr.  Xam  not  weary  of  this  ^our^  grace  ^o& 
ho^itality  in  S^dan  V 

•  Helostthis,03rrespondait,who  died  atLeydenin 
ithe  omrse  of  this  year  f «  .Of  aU  his  friends,  next  to 
iHsni^hew,he  felt  most  attached  to  J^urie,  and  lus 
lettens  to  him  are  written  in  the  most  confidentiid 
strain,  mingled  with  kind-rhearted  and  ple^usmt  fanur 
Parity  t«  J<^nFerbes  survived  his  fellow  exile  many 
years,  imd  died  in  Holland  about  the  year  1.684^ 
after  he  had  been  removed  &om  his  charge  at  Delft 
hy  ^e  interference  of  th$  £nglish  government  ^* 

♦  Letters  to  Robert  Durie,  no.  6. 

f  WodrowS  Life  of  Robert  Boyd,  p.  145. 

%  Itt  oneof  bis  letters  to  biin,  be  says":  ^*  Fatll  not  to  tttd  Ai«^ 
mtomftgainst  Perkins  De  Prede^tAwtume^yrhtLt^ffit  it  e^o^  wpt^ 
the  contraopoiaon,  done  be  Gomarqs  ,  quern  singulariter  ama 
%3f  Kv^w,  When  our  dame  bakes  you  shall  have  a  sconne.  Com- 
inend  me  to  my  gobd  cumer,  and  to  my  "godsoli,  and  the  rett  of 
the  bairns — I  may  see  them  once  er  I  die,  noiT  enterij^g  my  96^ 
Teniie  year*^*  4°^  ^n  another  letter  :  ^'  To  be  sborti  I  have  been 
these  eight  days  exercised  with  a  rheum,  and  this  day  baVe  ta^en 
a  sirope  ;  so  that  er  it  be  Idng  I  hope  to  drink  to' jrou.  My  cum- 
mer and  all  the  bairns  be  locked  up  in  my  heart*** 

J  Preface  to  his  **  Four  Sermons  on  1  Tim.  vi,  13«— 16*  Pub- 
lished by  S.  O.  Anno  1635/*  Forbes  is  the  author. of  several 
ether  treatises,  and  lived  greatly  respected  in  Holland. 
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In  the  b^^inning  of  the  year  1619»  die  town  of 
fifocba  wfts  a  scene  of  feiti?itf,  in  (MMwpxmo^  of 
Ae  mumge  of  Marie  de  la  Tour^  the  eUest  dauf^ 
telr  of  the  >Ihike  of  Bonitton,  tothe  Duke  de  la 
IVemoiiSle  ^^  On  ;that  oodnion  Mdivitte  resolved 
not  to  be  bthuid  die  most  jmivenile  of  hb  octt^Bigiiea 
ill  testtfjing  his  re^MCt  for  the  &mily  of  his  nibble 
fition ;  and  he  prodmed  an  E^ritfudamium*  A 
nmrnage^song  by  a  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  se- 
ireoty-'fimrtli  year  ci  his  age  may  be  regarded  as  a 
literary  cariosity ;  and  it  proves  that  old  agc^  though 
it  could  not  ML  to  have  cooled^  had  not  been  able  to 
^nenck  his  gdnius.  The  diemewhidi  he!  chose  witt 
maty  howem^  unbeooming  his  character  and  years ; 
and,  probably  thinking,  that»  in  his  circumstanees^  it 
waaenoi^h  to  hare  shewn  his  good  will,  he  did  not 
Anidi  the  poem  t* 

To  the  latest  period  of  his  life^  he  appears  to 
have  continued  alive  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
n^srmed  cburdi,  and  the  private  wel&re  of  his  patu 
ticular  friends.  But  he  Mt  peculiarly  interested  in 
liie  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  which,  before 
his  death,  wat  again  converted  into  a  scene  o£  con- 
tention, in  prosecution  of  the  preposterous  scheme  of 
bringing  it  to  a  complete  conformity  to  the  Church 
of  England.  When  episcopal  government  was  forced 
on  Scotland,  if  any  person  had  asserted  that  this  was 
merely  a  prelude  to  the  obtrusion  of  the  English 

*  Memoires  de  Momay  du  PletsU,  tpm.  iv«  pp,  105,  156. 
t  Belkiec  Coet  Scot,  torn,  ii.  pp.  66-^1. 

VOL.  IL  F  f 
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lBrai»of  wttshit)^  he  wob^  ktve  xiin;'tlle,  iisk  i  of 
litingfnmcateA&fr  lese#^iMftii%.  .  Yet  fchereoia!  he 
nim  lioiMbt  that  thk  iotraied  £i)intth$  IxeigkHuiig 
tti  ^sseoikifcl  pot  #f.lte  pltti  of  tluikoiirt.  T^ 

(mi  nfiteid  diiat  it  in^^,  sxctte  sutiLdiccoattttiis 
^»Mdd  firdve  luoahiaftis'td  tlicir  preaiioiur  ^re^tiQi-- 
ience^  Vbejr  "aocdrdiBgljrnitib  aitbttenpt  ito  fli»- 
i^irt  UsMi^eitf  filote:  poriasg  tbe  |Niq|j»tod .€hmgfr 
SttI  d  ikanly:  op^KisUios  to.  any  mewvkxw  iKm^evar 
kttpiifttkv  wlrich 'vvtts  ^metitt^  bjr  the  wyA  pktf- 
Mu^  waft  JK>«  toi  be  ^xj^ecbdA  fe^ia  thiMe  vdi^  hadl 
ao$liNidttbifaQMlireB  timitteattD^es  of  1^  omtI  ;  and 
kftir  teMtifig^  a  laagist^nid  nprimasdiinr  tfad 
tioiiiM  MTupka  and'  jittt»tti]ieiii  mterftaeiieOi  thejr 
MmfifMt^  t6  iMKMae  sertile  inttramdnlt  ill  cgcecutiag 
the  will  of  the  monareh,  and  in  forcing  die  obnoodotts 
and  katcd  oNtensonieRian.a  reebdnifig:  and  h^ilted 
nation  *.  After  an  inei^taal  atteiipt  at  St  An- 
daewa  in  1617^  they  miooeedcid  in  accompifahtng  their 
object  in  a  General  Asaotobly  bdd  at  Peril)  in  the 
oewee  of  tifo  fdllotttDg  yean  By  flatteries,  £d8elioodi» 
^md  dtrcEateningfl^ a  minority  ef  votes  imsproenredin 

-  *  lidrd  HaUeSy  Menor.  and  Letters^  vol.  i.  pp*  79<— 83.  Tbe 
bishops  pleaded  that  his  Majesty  was  determioed  at  all  events  to 
impose  the  cerenK»nies,  and  that,  if  they  did  not  yield*  be  would 
'  oyertht^w  1^  cborcb.  Ret  ikei^  is  great  reason  to  think  that 
tkey  screent d  the rasthres  bekind  tlUe  royal  ambority*  or*  at  any 
rate,  that  there  was  a  collusion  between  the  court  and  the  pri- 
mate*  Before  the  General  Assembly  had  agreed  to  the  innova- 
tiotis,  Spotswood  writes :  •*  We  are  here  to  communicate,  God 
willing,  on  Easter-day,  when  I  shall  hav6  ^irery  thing  in  that 
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finrour  of  sucb  0f  the  l&Bi^&ii  rites  as  it  pl^tsed  tliier 
e6uit  at  that  tistte  t^  select.  7%e  Mpd  Artieht  ^ 
Permit  $»  llie.acts  af  tins  Assenibly  ar^  «sma% 
called,  were  kneeling  in  the  act  of  recekiag  tlie  m* 
cnmeaatal  dements  of  hmA  aiHi  wine^  the  oM&pf^ 
aneedTBolMa^^  episec^al  eonftrroation^  piSratelia^ 
tiMQ,  and  {ffiitite  oMaaiiJiunieiiiting;  These^  jwte 
IMified  by  PariiaiBentin  the  yeat  |6tl»  ami  enfcfit^ 
id  by  tbe  H^  Commission ;  but  they  met  witii 
grea^  lesntaneiei^  and  were  itev^r  linivetfsaUy  obeyed^^ 
It  lAay  be  proper  to  advert  heref  to  tfa0  clianges 
^n  tibe  Unirerstty  of  St  Andrews  wbtdi  weie  c6ia^ 
pleted  at  this  .tiine<  Soon  aftef  arobbtsbop  61ad« 
•tan^  obtained  the  direc^on  of  Hs  affiirs^  ke  rent* 
^  tbeprdessorsfaipof  CMion  law,  to  whieh  he  nd# 
nhmtod  his  lioii-in-^kw ;  ^'  as  tbe  ready  way  to  bring 
Mi  die  rprasAyyte^iair  ^eqitise  from  the'  hearts  of 
the  yOn%  onies,  and  to  aequaiint  even^  t^  eideist  with 

nraintr  forformed  aa  your  Miyeslj  Aerires*  M^  f f  o«r  mnnlier 
aie  a4yertise4  to  do  die  like  in  their  plaeea :  and  the  i^ost  I  know 
ivill  observe  the  aagfiine.  Our  adversaries  will  call  this  a  tranlt- 
gression  of  the  received  cnstom  j  6ut  I  do  not  yet  see  ifiat  mh/  thing 
«tlKf  ejff^  their  obedknc^,  save  your  Mofesty^s  auihonfy.^^  (Loi- 
ter, to  tie  Kingf  ]^|Lrdi.^.<1618.  Wodrow,  Lifeot  Spots,  p.  74. 
*  Printed  Cald.pp.  698  -  715.  Spotewood,  537—546.  Course 
of  Conformity,  pp,  58—103.  Scoti  t«  rvxtrrn  Pwaclesis,  pp^ 
t7$^-^l*l.  P«irtb  AwehMf,  pp.  7—10, 14.  Printed  anno  1619. 
The  account,  given  in  the  last  mentioned  tract,  of  the  threats  em- 
ployed in  the  Assembly  i»  n^t  materially  contradicted  by  th6  epis- 
copal advocate,  Bishop  Lyndsay,  in  his  T^e  Narrative  of.  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  AssemMy  at  Perth,  pp.  S7«-^89^^  and  it  i«  ton* 
firmed  by  the  official  account  of  the  KingV  ^mmMotrnf  h 
Lord  Haitesi  Memor.  i.  S7-*-^l« 
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tiid  andeUt  diurch-gbv^ment  ivliereof  they  are  %« 
noiant  ^/^  In  commetnaniting  tke  obiigations  n^icb 
tiie  fiterature  of  Scotland  is  imder  to  the  archbi^op^ 
we  must  not  feiget  hit  exMibns  ion  the  revival  of 
academical  degrees  in  divinity.  Upon  the  ^cpakioii 
of  Melville,  he  ivas  extremely  ctesiroos  to  have  his 
successor  invested  with  ^  Inngnia  Doetcnrnttss,"  md 
requested  hisMajesty,  in  his  ^iiicomparable  wisdom,*^ 
to  send  him  ^  the  form  and  order  of  making  Bachelora 
and  Doctors  of  Divinity,''  that  he  might  ^  crmte  one 
m  two  Doctors,  to  incite  others  to  the  same  honour 
and  to  encourage  our  ignorant  dergy  to  leam-^ 
ihg  ;'*  and  that  such  graduates  might,  ^'  in  {xreseiita* 
tibn  to  ]&endices,  be  preferred  to  otitersf.^  This 
object  was  not,  however,  gained  until  die  year  1616, 
after  the  death  of  Gladstanes,  when  Dr  J(^  Young, 
Dean  of  Winchester,  came  to  St  Andrews  widi  tihe 
royal  instructions,  and  presided  in  the  first  wX. 
His  Majesty  directed  that  those  who  were  found 
qualified  for  degrees  should  '*  preach  a  sermon  be- 
fore the  Lords  at  EcUnburgfa,  in  a  hood  agreeing  to 
their  degree,  that  so  they  might  be  known"  (by  the 
hood  or  by  the  sermni  ?)  ^^  to  be  men  fitte  £e»  die 
pritae  places  of  th6  church  ^J*    Previous  to  the  in- 

«  Letter  to  th6  King,  Mkj  3^  16lh  (MS.  in  BiU.  Jarid. 
£din.  Jac.  ▼.  1, 13.  no.  17.) 

f  Letter  and  Memoiret  to  bis  Saered  Majesty,  Sept  8«  1607. 
(MS.  uln  wpnu  M.  6.  9.  nos.  58,  59.) 

t  His  Majesty^s  Letter  and  Articles  for  the  Universitj.  In 
the  Articles  it  is  appointed  that  fire  Hc^idays  aball  be  annuallj 
c^ebrated  in  the  uoiversity  with  suitable  prayers  and  sermons. 
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txoductiosi  of  this  important  imprdvenient,  the  Di- 
Tines  who  caane  from  England  to  Scotland  for  the 
purpose  oi  forwarding  the  oonfimnity  between  the 
two  chnrehesy  wese  exoeedingly  struck  with  tbe^ 
fitenury  poverty  of  the  oountry.  Like  a  oele* 
teated  toavdler  who  could  not  observe  a  tree  above 
the  liae  of  a  bush  between  Berwick  and  St  An- 
diewsy  the  English  Doctors  could  not  hear  of  above 
off^  of  their  own  qiecies  in  the  whole  kingdom :  so 
that  if  piM>mpt  measures  had  not  been  taken  to  pro- 
pagate it  frmnJEnglandy  the  race  must  withinashort 
time  have  become  extinct  \  The  Presbyterians, 
indeed,  bad  Doctors^  Imt  then  they  ware  no  more 
thw  teadiers^  and,  in  their  church-calendar  weie 
jdaeed  below  the  pastors  of  parishes.  It  cannot  be 
denied  thattheir  ''ignorant  cla!gy"exerted  themselves 
in  pnmiotiag  literature ;  but  then  their  exertions 
w^re  confined  to  die  task  of  UMi^in^men  learned,  and  [ 
they  n^leeted  the  wwk  <^  calling  them  so.  .  They 
prescribed,  it  is  true,  an  extensive  course  of  theo- 
logical instruction,  and  enacted  that  none  should  be 
aJhnitted  to  the  ministry  who  had  not  completed  this 
course,  and  obtained  testimonials  of  his  diligence 
and  profidency  from  his  professors ;  but  then  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  art  of  creating  divines  by  eer- 

*  '^  The  name  of  a  School  Doctor  was  grown  out  of  date : 
only  one  Gradoat  (that  I  did  hear  of)  at  St  Andrews  did  outliTe 
that  injury  of  times.  Now  comes  bts  Majesty  (as  one  bom  to 
the  honour  of  learning)  and  restores  the  schools  to  their  former 
gtoi^es.''  (Letter  of  Dr  Joseph  Hall  to  MrTViiliam  Strathera; 
Wodrow^s  Life  of  dtrothersy  p.  S.  M8S.  vol.  2.) 
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tain  mptie  wiwds  and  rites  and  synilnls.  The 
^nth  id,  tiwt  they  did  not  object  to  academioal  gra-r 
dilation  8o  far  as  it  was  neoessary  to  mark  the  pro-> 
gvess  nvfaich  yoimg  men  had  imde  ia  ifaeokigiea) 
learning  \  But  they  did  not  admit  that  it  i)eloit9Gd 
to  muTsrsitaes  to  Uvence  persons  to  tearii  divinity 
ubibuti^e  ttrrarmm ;  diey  wem  j^loitt  ef  those 
titles  ithidi,  in  the  English  ehurob,  were  akn^jra  as* 
sociated  with  ideas  ef  eoclcriasticri  supcrionty ;  aad 
they  knev  that,  wnsidei^  merely  4^  titks  itf  faoiunu^ 
mstosd  «f  hetng  a  lewaird  to  mmt  or  an  inee&tm 
^dS^gxn^  they  were  eakulated  to  tickle  the  vanity 
of  the  mreak,  to  bolster  up  the  ptBtensiem  of  the  m^ 
SQgant  mid  assumiag,  and  toinduee  psssona  to  sif^ 
after  the  name  inntead  of  the  reaiity  of  learning; 

An  overweening  fondness  Ibr  mesBfqpw  ia  HflMaUgr 
dcttitwtbeoif  the  snbstapce  Jbodi  of  leaniing  aad  is» 
Kgion.  Tha  sam#  parliameBt  wbidt  ratified  the 
artidea  of  Pefth  repealed  the  ats  of  1 599  itAuk  tm 
firmed  the  University  of  St  AndBeff%  wAAnnilmsm 

♦  ^*  Aoi^t  trtc^iing  hp  degr^sf  ip  i^^oflU  %  tlf^  t^g^ec  9f  ^ 
Doctor  of  Pivinity,  it  was  ordained  {\ty  the  General .  Assen^Uy, 
Anno  1569)  that  the  brethren  of  SaQct  Andrews  cohvene  and 
fbi^  8!|ob  odl6f  M  ttey  San  tbiiik  meit,  and  ibai^llHqr  ptestst 
the  same  to  the  next  Assembly  to  be  revised  and  considered,  that 
th^  As^niblj  may  eik  or  diminish  a»  they  sail  think  good,  and 
that  thereafter  the  order  allowed  br  established.'^  (Cald.  li.  123) 
^'  The  appellation  of  the  degries  appoyntitbe  his  Ma'^^  to  be  heir- 
efter  m  the  yierlie  course  of  theologie  w^in  the  New  College 
to  be  advysed  be  the  ooansell  [of  the  uniyeruty]  and  reported  to 
his  Ma'i^  upon  the  (irfaid  daj*^*  (Vi^t.  ot  PiUT^rsity  qF  St 
AndrewSi  a$mo  1699.) 
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edueatiw  back  U>  thfi  state  in  whieh  it  wa$  before 
<iieMyiv«loi|\letter8»  T^^  apology  made  for  this 
difiippoefiil  act  of  th^  legislature  was,  ''  that  it  is 
equitaUe  that  the  will  pf  the  ^ ri^al  foupder^ 
abpuld  liake  elBsct  ^o  &r  as  is  copsistept  wit^  the 
religioii.prcB^ljr  p^essed^'V  But  who  does  not 
perceive  that  l^e  cha^ige  in  res^eat  of  religion  was  4 
greater  d(B¥iatiou  ficpm  the  will  of  the  founders  than 
any  change  whieh  had  h^  inade  tp  aecpmniodat^ 
the  mo^  ^  instrucUon  to  the  actual  state  of  knowi- 
le^e  and  litei^^ture?  The  true  treasons  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  ^  1579  ytexe^  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
fiossorSf  an  ave^rskoi  tathe  arduous  course  pf  instrucr 
ti<pi  whifih  th^t  act  prescribed ;  and,  on  the  part  of 
the  bishops,  an  antipathy  to  the  ?Enen  who  had  pro- 
posed itt^^nd  an  anxiety-torenpove  every  monument 
#f  t^e  ^ustence  and  triunph  of  jj^^iesbytery.  But^ 
eager  Bs  thfy  were  to  accomplish .  thj#  object,  the  uti- 
lity of  theNew.CoU^,  as  constituted  to  Melyille*9 
&¥ourite,  ij^aii,  ^^s  so  universally  acknowledged^ 
that  theyf  :dttrst  nc^;  touch  it ;  and  an  eiqpress  ex- 
iseption,  though  everaive  pf  the  principle  of  the  acti, 
was  juade  in  its  fayow  t. 

M^vitte  waff  ipfpn^ed  of  ^U  the^  proceedings!, 
Whatlw  Ibetingft)!!  itoceiving  iu^rmation  pf  the  pn>- 
cediii^  of;  the  General  Assembly  ^t  Perth  wer^  we 
k»«#««n^ Jl^l^te^  writ^fa)^  at  hisdlrectiro^  by^oi^e  of 
his  students  to  a  friend  in  Scotland  who  had  lately 
%eenat^6edan^.  H^oaddiiPt ham  beliei^ed that  the 

♦  Act.  Pari.  9cot.  vtA.  rr,  pp^  689^,-^^ 
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rulers  would  push  matters  to  sudi  an  extreme.  A&r 
often  as  he  took  up  the  BasUie&n  D&rM'iwhitik 
he  fVequently  did)  he  could  not  refrain  from  tears; 
when  he  reflected  on  the  disclc^ure  which'  it  made  0f 
the  King's  designs  against  the  ehnrdi^  and  on  tfa^ 
cr<)oked  policy  with  which  thej^  had  heen' carried 
into  execution.  Of  late  he  had  rather  cilil>ed  thift 
zeal  of  such  of  his  acquaintance  as  retuni^  from 
France  to  Scotland,  and  whom  he  knew  to  he  at^ 
tached  to  presbyterian  principles ;  hut  now  ho  judg- 
ed it  necessary  to  arouse  them  to  a  vigorous  resist* 
ance  of  the  innovations  which  it  was  attempted  to 
impose.  He  felt  deeply  concerned  for  them»  and 
expressed  an  eager  desire  to  receive  the  earliest  in^ 
telligence  of  all  their  proceedings  ♦. 

His  desire  to  assist  his  brethren  at  this  critical 
period  prompted  him  to  break  through  a  restrainft 
laid  on  him  when  he  was  released  from  the  Tower; 
^nd  to  which  he  had  hitherto  suhmitt^.  He  com* 
posed  a  small  treatise,  which  waa  published  anony* 
mously,  consisting  of  aphorisms  on  things  indifilni^Mt 
in  religion,  bearing  upon  the  drief  argument  med 
by  the  advocates  for  conformity  to  the  obtruded  cere^ 
monies.  Another  work  commonly  ascribed  to  him 
is  an  answer  to  his  late  cdleague,  Tilenus,  who,  di^ 
appointed  in  his  scheme  of  raisingpartizans  in  France; 
sought  to  initiate  himself  with  King  James  by 

*  iMiUcU  JbhlHiianrtd  Mr  John.Mmtiwm,  8e4$n,  Marc(k 
9.  1620*  (MSf  in  Qibh  Jarid  Edim  M.  6,  9-  no.  8a)  It 
ftppeare  from  tlii»  letter  that  AdamM>B  was^finployod  io  making  ^ 
coHec^on  of  MchriUe^s  poeniji. 


^  iiefeBoe  <^  tlie  late  proceecBi^  in  Scoikndy  and  by 
an  unpioi^ed  and  yituperatiire  attadc  on  the  Seot^ 
ti«h  predbytemns  ^.  Hie  answer  to  Tilemis  ia  writ» 
ten  widi  great  alnlity^  and  in  a  style  of  nervous 
Ipeasoning,  seasoned  with  satire,  whkh  is,  upon  the 
"Whole,  less  severe  than  the  rudeness  of  the  attack 
which  it  repels  would  have  justified  f .  But  it  was 
not  the  vfOitk  of  Melville ;  although  it  is  not  un« 
likely  that  he  ibmidied  materials  to  his  £riend| 
Sir  Junes  Sempill,  who  was  tiie  real  anthor  p 

*  *^  Parseoesis  ad  ScotQS,  Geneaensb  DIsciplinse  Zelotas*  Au^ 
tor?  Dan.  Tilenq  Sileiiio.  Lond.  1620.'*  Cambden  says :  *•  An* 
no  1620.  Befit.  5*  Ulenus,  magoos  Theoiogus,  veilit  in  Aagliaiii, 
&  edk  librmn  contra^  Scotos,  aeWta*  dts^iplinaB  Qeneveiisis.? 
(Annales,  p.  61*)  He  published  another  work  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, but  written  with  greater  moderation  :  ^'  De  Disciplina  £c- 
elesiastica  Brevis  &  Modesta  disaertatio,  ad  Eccleftiam  Scoticam* 
Autore  Gallo  qoodam  Theologo^  Verbi  Dtvioi  Mtnistro.  AbrMo^ 
nis^,  Exeu^ebat  Edoardns  Rabanosy  Impensts  DavidiM  MetvtS^ 

f  ^  Scott  tu  T»xi^9tH  Paraclesis  contra  Dantelis  Tileni  SileAit 
Paraenesin.— .Cuius  pars  prima  est,  De  Epitcopali  Ecclesise  Be- 
^imine.  Anno  16^**  A^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  work,  the  author  sig^ 
Qifies  his  intention  of  publi^ing  two  other  parts,  on  Elders,  and 
on  the  Five  Ceremonies  obtruded  on  the  Church  ot  Scotland.  But 
the  necessity  for  these  was  superseded  by  the  elaborate  Akatw 
DamasceTmm  of  Caldenroiad,  which  appeared  in  the  following 
year.        « 

X  Melville  is  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  work,  and  we  cannol 
suppose  that  he  would  have  spoken  of  himself,  even  for  the  pof** 
pose  of  concealment,  in  such  terms  as  the  MIo  Wing :— **  in  qoibut 
prsBcepuos  erat  dwums  noster  Melvinus.'*  (p.  86.  oonf.  pp*  1^79, 
"SBl.)  Add  to  this  the  testimony  of  Calderwood,  who  had  the 
best  opportoaity  of  being  informed  on  the  subject.  **  About  this 
time  (1620)  Tilenos,  a  Silesian  by  birth,  a  profestour  in  Seibm» 
iewme  to  England  looking  for  gieat  preftniMlit  <kod  benefit  for  V 
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The  somtcs  of  intcUigeme  hftte  i^w  .£u9e4  a)% 
and  I  have  it  not  i&  my  ponrar  t^  Milii99tw«¥l^  apy 
additkmai  infarflsatimi  jrd^  tp  tbe  lAtMf'.  fiefiad 
of  MelFille's  life.  In.lC&O  his  bbalth  grew  itnme  * ; 
and  it  ijsi/pEobaUs  tlipt.  the  dieteliipeiv  with  iduch 
he  had  been  oceawonaHy  viiitod  ever  wiee  he  wshi 
in  the  Tower,  became  :i|low  more  firequwt  in  thdr 
attacks,  and  gradually  wasted  his  coii$titiitipn.  He 
diedat  Sedan  in  the  conrae  of  the  year  16^,  nt 
the  advanced  age^  of  aeventyi-sef^en  yeais  f*  'Sh&f 
was  at  least  one  of  bis  countrymen  then  in  the  uni- 
versity, Alexander  Colville,  who  had  been  admitted 
to  a  shiqre  of  his  friendship,  and  who,  it  may  be  be- 
lieved, would  not  &il  to  pay  evmy  attenii(m  to  his 
venerable  master  in  his  last  moments  f.    In  conse^ 

fAPipUet,  iptitnlfBd  ParenesU  M  Scotot  Gcjiefeiisis  discipliase 
)t^|i»U«y  l^h^nHii  b^  cle&nde^.  ib^  ata^e  of  Bishops  md  the  five 
articles.  The  booke  was  confuted  soone  after  he  Sir  JamM  Sem- 
)f[\\  of  Bel^rise,  and  bis  the  author  of  the  hooKi^  iDtHoled  Abare 
Xkma^oeiiiiai.''  (CfOd.  vUi.  962<-^3»> 

*  QlK9e>  Jj^^r  to  Adawso^,  ^4  9ifpra* 

t  '*  Andreaa  Meiviniis,  yir  rmucud9?  pie^tis^  siogpl^ns  zeli 
(ztlui  doQias  Thl  (tonsedit  ^uq)),  omnuim  Unguamn  et  solentiar- 
9m  i^vmm  primiifi  ii^  •oins*  Athena^ret  SoJ^aniin  ^otinia 
induxit}  p^u4o-i^fKsop«i^ip  liV  {Wl^ia^nim  ho^tis  ^cefrimms^ 
coelebs,  castus  \  advocatus  a  Rege,  Torri  conjicitur :  post  Pi^^ 
jBu}oQi»4i|  (i!al|MHft  4i9f^it,  .^ibi  fortia^iqHis  tt^Mrm^  jam  o^tQ|ge- 
nmx»  morjrcur,  16;?<2/'  (€fii«wpwi.  APWlen ;  Wodrow'i*  Ififc  of 
Mimn  MelvU]«»  p,  llfU) 

Sftdftni  8.  I4as  I^eceial^^  |$29w  jm^  Jmif^^liTfitianefP;  viri  49«r 

apt  ftd  rlpf^•sif9^9a  Th#db|^qMn,.  'M^ni  11^.  Fjcf ip  ^ 
Qrm«^  (p.  t^)  H.WPW  IjbaJt  Q^ill^  iotd  f)^pi  f^r  #ever%l 
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qtwfiee  cyf  the  dvil  mwt  TfAiA  Mg^sd  in  Ftancir  it 
"MS  a  coMidmbte  time  Wdie  his  fitends  in  Scot* 
kad.««efe  apprized  of  the  ftak  i»£  his  *  de«lh ;  'iuidf 
evM  theift,  thcTf  were  kft  !»  igiMriiioe  of  the  eii^ 
cwnetanees  (^fhidi  attended  it '^1*      .    .     * 

lo^Qal  Ch^ir*  •  In  1642  be  was  ciilkd  froip  Sedan  $o  be  Profess 
8or  of  Divinity  in  the  N^w  Colleg^  of  St  Andrews,  (Baillie'a 
Letters,  vo).  i.  p.'  305*     Index  to  On^ridCed  Acts  of  Assembly; 

♦  »f*er|JiojirffTn)cbrig,  flith^limePtinftipal  oftte  Uw*. 
vpfsitf  of  Edinbu^rgb,  has  the  following  nptice  of  I^Jelville^s  deM^ 
in  his  Obituary,  *'  May  the  Lord  have  pity  upon  us,  and  preserve 
in  us  the  work  of  his  own  grace,  for  the  g6od  and  salvation  of  our 
soni,  and  the  destractic^  of  this  Mif  of  deabh  and  tin.  Ai  to  the 
di»|i^  of  l)uit  venerable  father  of^mc  Qhurcb,  t^eitfoamefd;  (^  biis 
nation,  and  great  light  of  this  ag^,  in  all  virtue,  learning,  vivacity 
of  spirit,  promptitude,  zeal,  holy  freedom  and  boldness  and  invin- 
cible courage  in  a  good  cause,  with  a  holy  course  of  Kft;  and  resolu* 
tinD  ^  who  dypd At  SedM  laat  year,  1622,  agied  aboiiliSQy^ia^  ib 
was  rejected  of  his  native  country,  by  the  malice  of  the  times  and 
.men,  because  he  had,  with  fortitude  and  firmness,  maintained  the 
truth,  and  givien  testimony  to  it  before  the  princes  of  this  world.^  He 
had  keeped  a  good  oooscSe^,  UpMuMSt  cbangeSytidietf  mt  of  fear, 
«r  ^y  ihe  ftiltctrjr  affi  fy^^rpfv^^  ^r  bis  ifij^ris^Blnant  in 
the  Tower  of  Lgpdon,  and  bis  living  an  exile  of  more  than 
10  years.  As  to  his  death;  I  say,  and  the  particular  drcuin- 
staneea  of  it,  1  have  not  ySst  recaived  distinct  uid  ceHam  litftf riii»- 
tion,  bofa<)^  of  ^c}  triiiibkf  and  pe|H|e<{Mliifypk.ari8en  in  ;(|ie  cbiirG^ 
of  France,  for  some  years*  May  the  -Lord  conduct  ps  by-  the 
strait  gate  to  his  kingdom  of  everlasting  peace,  for  the  merits  of 
his  weel  beloved  son  lesds  Christ,  our  Savioor.  Ameni*^  (Wod-^ 
nm*M  lA£b  4f  Moydrp^  l^i,)'t^r^iM^rwD(A  a  a  aro^  wiii«b  hfi 
published  in  Holland  in  the  year  1623,  says :  **  De  Melvino  antem 
«finnai«  o^la  asaabtatioio  (nami  aAdio  j^yh  aoto.fiiii/^  ^a^nisse) 
asaUoaR^i  iU»bifiuitiav«teiMe»'^[Oim  assentitoreatstaa.^^  (Aitare 
Damasc.  p.  741.)    And  in  the  Pre£M:e  to  that  fvark  b»  wp : 


M9  LUTBrOF  ANl^AEMT  X£LVILL£) 

It  is  Dfttuial  fcM*  118  to  dotire  ninute  isfbriMtioB 
req^ing  thedeGtase4)f.a]i]r  in&vidhial  in  whoee 
life  we  have  Ukeu  »  deep  Intecest ;  and  we  caimcrt 
bdp  feeling  diiappoiated,  when  we  me  bwely  told 
that  *'he  died."  But  laudable  as  this  ewio^tyn^bei^ 
and  giatifying  and  useful  as  it  often  is  to  look  upon 
the  spiritual  portiaiture  of  good  men  at  the  hour -of 
their  dissolution,  we  ought  not  to  forget  that  there  is 
a  still  more  dedsive  and  unequivocal  test  of  chai^ic* 
t^.  It  was  by  the  faith  which  he  evinced  dum^ 
his  Ufe  that  the  first  martyr  ^^  obtained  witness 
that  he  was  righteous ;  and  by  it  h^,  being  dead, 
yet  speaketh."  We  have  no  reason  to  r^^t  being 
left  vrithottt  miy  authentic  recofd  #€  the  manner 
in  which  the  apostles  finished  their  course,  whoi 
we  •*  have  fully  known  their  doctrine,  manner  of 
life,  purpoae,.long«fufi*^ng,  chiuity,  patience,  per^ 
cftitioM,  afflictions.''  I  have  met  with  no  accountaof 
the  last  sickness  of  Melville ;  but  at  a  period  when 
it  was  not  uncommon  to  circulate  false  rumoum  of 
the  deatb4»ed  reeanti^ons  of  men  who  had  di»- 
tinguiished  themselves  in  puUic  controversies,  it  was 
never  whispered  that  he  bad  retracted  his  sentim^ts, 
or  signified  the  smallest  r^pret  for  the  suffisrings 
which  he  had  endured  in  behalf  of  the  dvil  and  re^ 
ligious  liberties  of  his  country. 

If  I  have  succeeded  acccttding  to,  my  wish,  the 
reader  is  already  acquainted  with  the  individual 

*^  An^teM  Melvinot,  ^oi  ftm  ootogetMurios  diem  sopreiiMiiii  clajor 
sk  itt  exilio,  Tir  «tf4i^Q»i{ao=ddctD«,  piev,  candMot,  et  Mornops 

Chfkti-iiuWt.H .  . .'.......      : 
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wkoBeltfc  is  reeotdtA  im  this  work,  aad  it  it  aot  ne« 
cessary  for  me  to  attempt  an  elabomte  or  fimMl 
deKnea^od  ^  his  character.  Vkftii^itneeeuaBty  ta 
enter  into  a  refiital^cn  of  the  errmeoua  opiniaQf 
coneeraing  it  which  have  been  very  generally  en-^^ 
te^tained.  The  facts  which  have  been  Reduced 
Will  best  tervie  to  ocnrrect  tiies^  whether  they  h«ve 
originated  :ki  i{gnoran<^  or  in  prejudice.  It  is  not 
an  easy  task  to  form  an  accurate  and  impartial  esti* 
mate  of  tb^  talent  and  character  df  those  who  hane 
dktsngnlihed  themselves  in  great  national  straggles; 
If  their  contemporaries  were  undiily  biassed  by  the 
strength  of  their  attachments  and  antipaddei^thooe 
who  live  at  a>later  period  ave  disqualified  for  the 
task  by  the  cKstance  to  whidi  they  are  Temoved 
jErom  those  whom  they  undertake  to  describe,  and 
hy  want  0(  sympathy  with  habits  and  fodii^  al- 
together dissimilar  to  their  own.  The  nanow  viewa 
and  wHEit  of  discrimination  df  their  admieers  often 
injure  them  no  less  than  the  liostittty  and  prc^lndicei 
of  their  adversaries.  In  every  public  contest^  our 
attention  is  apt  to  be  arrested  by  those  bustfing 
talents  whidi  are  possessed  in  comm(m»  although 
in  different  d^ees,  by  all  who  take  an  active  part 
in  the  scene.  Thus,  in  contemplating  a  field  of 
battle,  officers  a,nd  men  are  seen  confusedly  mingle 
ed  together,  and  the  issue  f^pears  to  depend  on 
tile  exertion  of  Inute  force  accompanied  with  in- 
sensibility to  danger ;  while  the  skill,  presence  of 
mind,  and  other  military  talents,  by  which  the 
whole  mass  is  put  in  motion,  ammate4»  oaod  go- 


rvntd^  are:  uM^en  wWi  diirc^tfd^  We  tffe  «ti^ 
imse  retdy  to  Ibrte  mi  ^arweeu^  lopwiw  of  tli0 
Btt>nd.  <t3ttilitie&  and:  prmrte  d«|)oii)tJtai«  jof  fiutJi 
nmi;  Mcuatwiad  i»  ite  bavj^  b^w  lo  ^KAtomj^te 
tlmr otily  m  Uie  fidd. of  cio^tf^g^erBy^  wA  in  tbe  ntU^ 
tide  cstb^r  <tf  eigav  MfsaUlt  or«1»ilibore  dfifenee«  Mote 
QMtt8t¥eobsa^ath«  wd  coder  jn^aeti^  wil^  hefKNt 
^i^r,  coi!cect  mt  btsfey  :and  ps^mtwe  dcmduaieiift 
Ifvie.£dkrfr  the  imrrior  inta  the  rdtreajif»  ^f  peaoe^ 
and  :8wVey  faim  in  the  aadftl  and  dwiertio  curded 
we  nmy  findhimdisidaying  dl  ihegeiitler  aad  «^ 
aimaUefratiiree of  huiBttn nature;  andin  thiaeas^ 
abboui^  ire  may  jregcet  that  it  $h0vld  ever  have 
bcieniitetairy  for  him  to  enter  upon^  a^soene  i^Iudi 
telled  £arth  fedings  rf  arvery  ^ereMt  ^sotip^ra, 
yet  li^e.wiU  he  oonfident  that  he  waa  weai^Ue  of 
WMiten  and  iUmnanly  i^nrielty ;  and  it  'v^  neqniffi 
ike  atamgort  evidence  to  hdag  m  to  hdieve  that 
he.ivafl^  in  any  iastanca^  gK^^  o$  wAAttUm.mtiA 
at  TBviaiiee  wkh  all  th4t  we  have  Ihiqtoi  o(  hw  ha* 
hits  and.  ditpofiitions.  . 

Moiville  possetsdd  great  ittrepidity^  invindyide 
fiarthade,  and'  nnextingiasbable  aidoitf  <tf  rnnii& 
Hia  sinrit  ^waa  inddpendeM^  high»  fi^^  amd.&eiq^ 
able  of  being  iaaioed  by  throats  oat  tiolenee; .  hut'  he 
^as  at  ihe  nine  time  open,  oa»did,  genevoua, .  adba* 
tionate,  fidthful.  The  whole  tenor  oi  his  life  akefn 
that  his  miad  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  oi 
ivligion ;  and  that  he  felt  passionately  attached  to 
civil  liberty.  The  spirit  of  his  piety  was  strikingly 
oontxarted  with  that.oompmnd  of  indiffinrence  aiid 


sdffiidmeiss  whidb  is  so  often  landed  under  ^e  named 
<^  moderaf^on  aiild  cbarity.    ^  Tbon  emist  not  beat 
them  that  are  evil,  and  ^ou  hart  tli^  ihem  tiuil 
say  they  *^e  &tK)stle6  and  ai^  noi,'  and  Hast  foiind 
ihein  Mrs,''  wa§  the  coaMnendatlon  tvfaidh  he^ecrrrtr 
<idahd  which  he  nierlted*    Pmsestting^  in  a  hijs^ 
fyigrety  i^e  pei^erviSum  mg^fduin  of  his  ebufftey* 
men,  sudden  and  iinj^udm  in  his  ledingB^  ai 
well  a»  pfotRft  and  vivacioiis  ill  faia  coii€0ption% 
he  ^nred'  mit  a  toilet  o^  idgorous^  vdhemen^ 
regardless,  red^tless  indignation,  mingled  -wi^  d«*> 
fiance  ^a^d  scorn,  on  those  who  incurred'  hi§  displea^ 
sure.    But  his  anget,  ereb^  when  it  rose  to  its  grea^ 
est  height,  was  altogeNiher  difl^irent  fi^om  the  ebidlfe^ 
tions  of  a  splenetic,  irritable,  or  raiicorous  mindL 
On  no  i>ccasion  was  it  eter  displayed  in  consequeiiee 
t>f  any  personal  i^ury  or  provocation' whidii  he  had 
received.     It  v«^s  called  forth  by  a  strong  feeling 
of  the  impropriety  ai  ^  conduct  whi<^  he  resented^ 
Bud  of  its  tendency  to  injure  those  pul^c  interests 
to  which  he  vms  devoted.    And  there  was  always 
^bout  it  an  honesty,  an  elev^on,  a  fi^eedom  fimti 
personal  hate,*  maMee,'Or  revenge,  which:  macb  it  m- 
spected  evenly  those  who  eensured  its  violence^  ir 
who  smarted  under  its  severity.     If  his  reUgious 
and  patriotic  zeal  was  sometimes  intemperate,  it 
was  always  disinterested:  if,  by  giving  himsdf  np 
to  its  influence,  he  was  occai»onally  carried  beyond 
the  bounds  of  virtuous  moderation  and  prudence,  it 
is  also  true  that  he  was  borne  above  every  sordid 
and  mercenary  aim,  and  escaped  from  the  atmos^ 


4#4  LIFE  OF  ANDQEBKir  MELTILL£« 

^gk«xe  of  gelAihni^  in  whMi  so  maify  wbo  have  iet 
mt  well  in  a  publlc/cMreejr  have  ha4;their  zeal  eoci* 
ed  and  their  progress  arrested. 

Ndtwilbsttinding  the  heat  and  vehemenee  dis^ 
piajFed  in  hid  pubU<^  dtond^t^  he  wa^  an  agreeabfe 
dtnn{)aiii<m  in  pn^ait/e^,  Fjovided  these  whe  wa:e 
abmit  him  could  h^ar,with  his  **  wholesimie  an^ 
ftiendly  anger,^' and  allow  him  freely  to  censure  wha^ 
he  thought  wroiig  in  their  induct,  he  assumed  no 
anoganlairs  of  superiority,  exacted  no  humiliating 
marluBT  of  submission,  but  lived  with  them  as  a 
brcftb^r  alxfotig  brethren^  His  heart  was  susceptive 
^  all  the  humane  and  social  affisctions,  Thon^  he 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  a  GoQeg^^  he  was 
BO  ascetic  or  morose  recluse ;  and  though,  *'  his  bode 
mis  his  bride,  and  his  study  his  bride-chamber  *," 
yet  he  fdt  as  tender  a  sympathy  virith  his  frigid?  in 
aU  their  domestic  eoneemf  as  if  he  had  been  himself 
4  husband  and  a  father. ^  The  gay,  good-humoured, 
hearty  pleasaptiy  which  appears  in  his  fitmiliar  let- 
ter8,>evinces  {icheetfulnessand  kindliness  of  disposi- 
tiofl  whi(h  continued,  to  the  Ifttest  period  of  his  life, 
unsOu^  by  the  harsh  treato^i  which  he  met  with, 
Mid  unis^red  by  the  fretti^g^  infirmities  of  old  age. 

HljB  int^9ed;ualendowip^ts  were  confessedly  su- 
perior. Possessing  a  yig<Hrous  genius  and  an  el^ant 
taste,  he  Excelled  all  his  countrymen  of  that  age  in 
the  acquirements  of  a  various  and  profoimd  erudi- 

*  Ao  expr^sioD  applied  ta>  arobUsbof  Griadal,  who  never 
fliuned^ 
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tion.    H^  fiustaified  a  conq^kuous  part  in  the  im- 
portant puMic  ttansacttons  of  his  time.     But  those 
i¥ho  have  represented  him  as  exerdsing,  or  affect- 
ing to  exercise,  the  authority  of  the  leader  of  a 
party,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  that  term^ 
have  greatly  mistaken*  his  character.     He  had  .no 
pretensions  to  those  talents  which  peculiarly  qualify 
one  for  this  task.     He  was  a  stranger  to  the  smooth 
arts  and  insinuating  address  by  which  persons  whose 
talents  were  not  of  the  highest  order  have  often  suc- 
ceeded in  managing  public  bodies*     He  could  not 
stoop  to  flatter  and  fawn  upon  the  multitude,  nor  was 
he  disposed  to  make  those  samfices  of  personal  prin- 
ciple or  opinion  which  are  necessarily  required  from 
every  one  wha  sets  up  for  the  head  of  a  party.    Ne- 
vertheless, his  reputation  for  learning  and  probity,  his 
intensive  acquaintance  with  the  subjects  in  debate, 
his  promptitude  of  mind,  his  ready,  fervid,  and' vehe^^ 
ment  eloquence,  and,  above  all,  the  heroic  courage 
and  firmness  which  he  uniformly  displayed  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  gave  him  an  ascendancy  over  the  pub- 
lic miinl  which  was  in  some  respects  greater  than  that 
exerted  by  any  acknowledged  leader.     In  the  churchy 
courts  there  were  others  better  qualified  for  moder- 
ating in  a  debate,  for  directing  the  mode  of  proce- 
dure, or  conducting  a  nc^ociation  with  the  court; 
but  still  Melville  was  r^arded  %  the  nation  as 
the  master-sj»rit  which  animated  the  whole  body, 
and  watched  over  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
church.     His  zeal  and  fearlessness  led  him  some- 
times, in  the  heat  of  action,  to  leave  the  ranks  of 
VOL.  Ih  G  g 
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his  brethren,  and  to  sme  a  position  which  they 
deemed  improper  or  hazardous ;  but  stiU  their  eye 
was  fixed  on  him,  and  they  were  wcouraged  by  his 
example  to  maintain  the  conflict  on  lower  and  less 
dangerous  ground. 

I  have  not  met  with  any  description  of  his  exter* 
nal  appearance,  except  that  given  by  his  Majesty, 
who  has  informed  us  that  he  was  of  low  stature  ^* 
Nor  do  I  know  of  any  portrait  of  him.  His  bodily 
constitution  was  sound;  he  enjoyed  a  long  coarse 
of  good  health ;  his  animal  spirits  were  lively ;  and 
he  was  a  stranger  to  those  visitations  of  morbid  sen- 
sibility and  oppressive  languor  by  whidx  men  of 
talents  and  studious  habits  are  often  tormented. ' 

The  gneater  part  of  Melville's  writings  consists 
of  Latin  poems  f .    These  display  the  vigour  of  his 
imagination  and  the  elegance  of  his  taste;   and 
some  of  them  will  bear  a  comparison  with  the  pro- 
ductions of  such  of  his  contemporaries  as  were  the 
greatest  masters  of  that  species  of  writing*    But, 
though  his  poems  were  admired  at  the  time  when 
they  a^^eared,  it  must  be  confassed  th^  they  have 
not  transmitted  his  reputation  to  posterity.    This  is 
ehiefiy  to  be  ascribed  to  the  change  wlttch  has  taken 
place  in  literary  taste,  and  the  disrepute  into  whiclt 
such  compositions  have  fallen  in  later  times.      It 
has  been  also  owing  in  some  d^ree  to  his  not 
having  produoed  a  work  of  any  great  extent,  a  cir-- 
eumstance  which  has  oft^  no  smaU  influence  rat 

*  See  above,  p.  54. 

t  A  list  of  hia  iTorks^  m\\  be  found  in  Note  F.   ^ 
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public  opinion.  Had  Buchanan  not  published  his 
^Paraphrase  of  the  Psalms,  the  merit  of  ^lis  other 
poetical  pieces  would  probably  have  been  now  known 
only  to  a  few.  Melville  found  always  sufficient  ac- 
Ikive  employment  to  excuse  him  from  the  duty  of 
Tvriting  for  the  puUic.  He  was  not  ambitious  of 
Ifterary  f^me ;  and  wa;S  quite  superior  to  mercen2y*y 
lie^s.  Indeed,  the  art  of  converting  authorship 
into  an  en^e  for  making  a  fortune  was  not  dis* 
eov^ed  in  that  age.  Another  circumstance  which 
h49  proved  injurious  to  his  literary  fame  is,  that  s^ 
great  number  of  his  poems  are  satires  on  the  juer- 
^l^phy.  This,  together  with  the  firm  resistance 
9f hieh  he  made  to  that  form  of  ecclemastical  polity^ 
(exited  a  strong  antip^hy  ag^in^t  him  ^inong  th^ 
defenders  of  the  English  ch)ireb»  who  have  either  dji^r 
paraged  his  talents  or  treated  his  writings  with  qe* 
gkct  **    AH  of  them,  however,  ^e  not  charg^aUe 

*  See  Dr  Doport^?  verges  '^  Id  Andream  MelTinaiii  Scotam, 
de  soa  AntUTatni-CaihiXategoria,  Sapbtco  versu  conscripta  }*' 
added  to  his  edition  of  **  Ecclesiastes  SalamoDis— -1662.^*  A 
striking  specimen  of  the  spirh  referred  to  in  the  text  is  given  by 
bishop  NicolsoD.  In  his  accoant  of  treatises  left  hj  tk6t8* 
men  '*  on  the  description  and  antiquities  of  their  coohtry/'  he 
says :  *'  I  have  not  seen  And.  Melmn^s  Fragmentilm  de  Origine 
Gentis  Scotorum.  Nor  will  the  character  which  a  modern  writer 
gives  of  the  author  tempt  any  man  to  enqaife  after  it*'  (Seot<^ 
tbh  Hist.  Library,  p.  15.  Lond.  1702,  Svo.)  The  reader  may 
be  curious  to  see  the  character  which  gave  the  worthy  bishop  so 
much  satisfaction  under  his  ignorance  of  a  discourse  on  Antu 
qutttes  (although  it  was  staring  him  in  the  face  all  the  time)  ^ 
and  as  this  character  is  really  a  cariosity  of  its  kind,  I  shall  sub- 
join it.  "  Master  Andrew  Melvil^-was  a  Man,  by  Nature,  fierce 
and  fiery  iconfident  and  peremptory,  peevish  and  angQvemable  : 


468  LIFE   OF   ANDKEW   MELVILLE. 

with  this  injustice.  Isaac  Walton,  though  displeas- 
ed with  the  freedoms  which  Melville  had  taken  with 
his  favourite  church,  does  not  attempt  to  deny  or  con- 
ceal his  talents.  '  He  was,  says  he,  *^  master  of  a 
great  wdt,  a  v\dt  full  of  knots  and  clenches ;  a  mt 
sharp  and  satirical :  exceeded,  I  think,  by  none  of 
that  nation  but  their  Buchanan*."  A  modam 
English  Divine,  who  is  a  much  better  judge  than 
Walton,  speaks  of  him  in  the  following  terms. 
♦*  The  learning  and  abilities  of  Mr  Melville  were 
equalled  only  by  the  pUrity  of  his  manners  and  the 
sanctity  of  his  life.  '  His  temper  was  warm  and 
violent ;  his  carriage  and  zeal  perfectly  suited  to  the 
times  in  which  he  lived.  Archbishop  Spotswood  is 
tibiformly  unfriendly  to  his  memory.  He  seems  to 
have  been  treated  by  iis  adversaries  with  great  aspe- 
rity."—And,  having  quoted  Duport's  poem  against 
him,  he  continues :  "  Let  it  not,  however,  be  inferred 
from  these  verses,  that  Andrew  Melville  always 
sought  to  dip  his  pen  in  gall ;  that  he  was  principally 

Education  in  bim,  had  not  sweetened  Nature,  but  Nature  liad 
fiowred  Education  ^  and  both  conspiring  together,  had  trickt  him 
up  intp  a  true  Original  ^  a  piece  compounded  of  pride  and  petulance, 
of  jeer  and  jangle,  of  Satyre  and  Sarcasm ;  of  venome  and  vehe* 
mence  :  He  hated  the  Crown  as  much  as  the  Mitre,  the  Sc^ptw 
aa  much  as  the  Crosier,  and  could  have  made  as  bold  with  the 
Furple  as  with  the  Rochet :  His  prime  Talent  was  Lampooning 
an  J  writing  Aoti-Tami-Cami-Categorias^s*  In  a  word.  He  was 
the  very  Archetypal  Bitter  Beard  of  the  Party.''  (Sage's  Fun- 
damental Charter  of  Presbytery  Examined,  pp.  211^-8.) 

*  This  testimony  to  Melville  which  appeared  in  the  first  edition 
of  the  Life  (f  George  Herbert^  was  suppressed  in  subsequent  edi* 
tianst  (Zouch's  e4it.  of  Walton's  Lives,  p.  295.) 
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delighted  with  the  severity  of  satire  and  invective. 
He  occasionally  diverted  his  muse  to  the  subject  of 
just  panegyric.  In  many  of  his  epigrams  he  has 
celebrated  the  literary  attainments  pf  his  contem- 
poraries.  He  has  endeared  his  name  to  posterity 
by  his  encomium  on  the  profound  learning  of  the 
two  Scaligers,  and  the  classic  elegance  of  Buchanap^ 
his  preceptor,  and  the  parent  of  the  Muses.  His 
Xuatin  paraphrase  of  the  Song  of  Moses  is  truly 
excellent— exquisitely  beautiful  *.'* 

Melville's  reputation,  however,  does  not  rest  <m 
his  writings.  It  is  founded  on  the  a^ctive  services 
which  he  performed  for  his  country — on  his  successful 
exertions  in  behalf  of  its  literature,  and  his  activity 
in  rearing  and  defending  that  ecclesiastical  polity  by 
which  it  has  long  been  distinguished.  There 
may  be  some  who  are  disposed  to  depreciate  the 
last  of  thepe  services,  and  to  represent  him  as 
eontendingt  and  exposing  himself  to  su£Perings,  for 
disputable  and  controverted  points  of  small  moment, 
relating  to  forms  of  government  and  plans  of  discip- 
line* Such  language,  though  often  employed  by 
good  and  well*meaning  men,  proceeds  from  very 
narrow  and  n^istaken  views.  If  applied  to  civil  gov- 
ernment, who  does  not  see  the  sweeping  inferences 
to  which  it  would  lead  ?  It  would  discredit  the  most 
meritorious  struggles  in  behalf  of  liberty  and  law 
which  mark  the  most  glorious  epochs  in  our  history. 
It  would  condemn  those  patriots  who  nobly  bled  in 

*  Dr  ZoQch,  Walton's  Lives,  pp.  354—5. 
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defence  of  this  sacred  cause  on  the  scaflTdd  or  in  thfe 
field,  and  represent  them  as  havHig  ^  died  as  a  fqd 
dieth,''  if  not  as  rebels  and  ringleatd^rs  of  revolt*  And 
it  would  sink  and  degrade  the  free  constit^ition  of 
Britain  to  a  level  with  the  desfiotii^  autocraeiei^  of 
Turkey  and  Spain.     Who  that  has  dtlljr  rfeflfict^  on 
the  subject  can  be  ignorant  that  forms  of  government 
teert  a  mighty  influence,  both  directly  aild  indirectly, 
on  the  mantles  and  habits  and  sentiments  of  the  peo^ 
pie  who  live  imder  them ;  and  that  som6  of  these  forms 
are  uni^>eakably  preferable  to  others  ?  That  they  are 
better  fkdapted  to  impose  a  check  on  ambitious  or 
corrupt  rulers-^— prevent  or  correct  tihe  abuses  of  maU 
administration-«^provide  for  the  impartial  distribu* 
tion  of  justice^r-preserve  the  spirit  and  perpetuate 
tile  enjoyment  of  liberty — '{NrQmdte  education,  virtue^ 
and  religion,  and,  in  fine,  to  secure  to  the  people  M 
large  all  that  hapj^iness  which  it  is  the  original  and 
proper  design  of  government  to  profeilre  and  bestow? 
These  remarks  apply  with  greatar  force  to  ecclesias- 
tical iJian  to  pditical  government.    The  advance- 
ment of  the  ititerestsof  rdiigion,  thfe  preiaervation  of 
purity  of  ^ith  and  morals,  the  regular  dispensing  tit 
religious  instruction  and  of  ftU  divine  ordinances,  and^ 
in  general,  the  promottnjg  cf  Ifaies  piHtnil  improve- 
ment and  salvation  of  the  people,  have  always  depend^ 
ed,  and  must  always  depend,  in  a  high  degree,  on  the 
form  of  government  established  in  a  churdi,  and  on 
the  rules  by  which  discipline  is  exerdsed  in  it.    Pa*- 
fectiou  is  not  to  be  expected  in  any  society  on  earth, 
and  the  best  system  of  laws  may  be  abused,  and  wiU 
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eedse  to    accemplifih   its   ends  when  the    vivifi^ 

spirit  has  he^n  suffered  to  depart ;  but  when  these 

ends  are  habitually  and  glaringly  counteracted  in 

any  ehurch,  it  will  generally  be  found,  on  exami^ 

nati(my  that  simie  check  or  corrective  which  Scriptiu'e, 

reason,  and  the  chrcumstances  of  the  times  warant^ 

ed  and  pointed  out,  has  been  removed  or  is  awan^ 

ing.     The  ecdiesiastical  constituticm  which  Melville 

had  the  diief  hand  in  establishing,  is  eminently  cal* 

culated  to  advuioe  these  ends.    And  to  it,  join^ 

ed  to  the  spirit  which  he  infused  by  his  example 

and  instructions,  Scotland  has  been  indebted  finr 

other  blessings  of  a  collatend  kind,  and  of  the 

yghest  importance.    To  it  she  owes  that  system 

ci  education  which  has  extended  its  blessings  to  the 

lowest  class  in  the  commtmity.    To  it  she  owes  the 

intelligence,  sobriety,  and  reHgious  principle  which 

distinguish  her  commonality  frotn  diose  of  ^  other 

countries.    To  it  she  owed  a  simple,  unambitious^ 

laborious,  and  at  the  same  time  independent  order  of 

ministers.  And  to  it  she  was  indebted  for  that  public 

spirit  which  hasresistedmanifold disadvantages  in  her 

^political  situation  and  institutions ;— -disadvantages, 

which  otherwise  must  Imve  reduced  her  to  a  state 

of  slavery,  and  made  her  the  instrument  of  enslaving 

the  nation  with  whidi  she  %ecame  allied  by  the 

tmion  of  the  ^owns. 

It  18  a  gteat  tbistake  to  suppose,  and  the  fSu^ts  which 
iiave  been  adduced  in  the  preceding  narrative  re- 
fete  the  supposition,  that  Melville  and  his  asso- 
tiates  yrUrt  engaged  merely  in  ref&sting  the  impo- 
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sition  of  oertain  ecclesiastical  forms.  TU^  object 
of  the  contest  was  far  more  extensive  and  moment- 
ous. The  efficiency,  if  not  the  existence,  of  that 
discipline,  which  had  long  operated  as  a  powerful 
check  on  irreli^n  and  vice  was  at  stake.  The 
independence,  aod  consequently  the  u^fuln^ss,  of 
the  ministers  was  struck  at  The  inferior  judi«- 
catories  might  be  allowed  to  meet,  but  only  under 
a  guard  of  episcopal  janizaries.  The  General  As* 
jsembly  might  be  occasionally  called  together,  but 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  recording  rpyal  edicts,  and 
becoming  an  instrument  of  greater  oppressiofi  and 
tyranny  than. the  court  could  have  exercised  without 
its  aid.  The  immediate  oliject  of  the  King,  by  the 
changes  which  he  made  in  the  govemn^ent  of  the 
church,  wais  to  constitute  himself  Dictator  in  all 
;matt^rs  of  religion ;  and  his  ultimate  object  was^ 
by  means  pf  %\ie  bishops,  to  overturn  the  civil  libarT 
ties  of  th^  qation,  and  to  become  absolute  master  (^ 
the  consaences,  properties,  and  lives  of  all  his  sub- 
jects in  the  three  kingdoms.  It  was  a  contest  there- 
fore that  involved  all  that  is  dear  to  men  and  Christ- 
ians— lall  that  is  valuable  in  liberty  and  sacred  in 
religion.  M^HiUe  was  the  first  to  discover  and  to 
denounce  the  scheme  which  was  planned  for  the 
overthrow  of  these ;  Bind  be  persisted  in  opposing  its 
execution  at  the  expence  of  deprivation  of  office;, 
imprisonment,  and  perpetual  prosmption  from  his 
native  country.  No  sufferings  to  which  he  was 
mibjected  could  bring  him  to  retract  the  opposition 
whi^  b^  had  made  to  it  No  offers  which  he  receivt- 
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ed  could  induce  him  to  give  it  the  slightest  mark 
of  his  approbation.  By  the  fortitude^  constancy, 
and  cheerfulness  with  ivhich  he  bore  his  exile,  he 
continued  to  testify  against  it ;  and,  by  animating 
his  brethren  who  remained  at  home,  he  contributed 
materially  to  bring  about  a  revolution,  which,  not 
long  after  his  death,  levelled  with  the  ground  that 
ill-omened  fabric,  the  rearing  of  which  had  cost  the 
labour  of  so  many  years,  and  the  expence  of  so  much 
principle  and  conscience. 

I  conclude  with  a  single  remark,  which  contains 
the  chief  reason  that  induced  me  to  undertake  this 
work.  Next  to  her  Reformer,  who,  under  God, 
emancipated  her  from  the  degrading  shackles  of 
papal  superstition  and  tyranny,  I  know  no  indivi- 
dual from  whom  Scotland  has  received  such  import- 
ant services,  or  to  whom  she  continues  to  owe  so 
deep  a  debt  of  national  respect  and  gratitude,  as 
Andrew  Melville. 


NOT3ES 

TO 

VOLtfME  SECOND. 


Note  A.    p.  9. 

JtilOT against  MelviUe at  St  Andrews.-^The  summons  raised 
at  the  instance  of  Mr  Andrew  Melvill  principal  of  the  New  Col- 
lege of  St  Andrews  and  Mr  David  Makgill  of  Nisbet  his  Ma- 
jesty's advocate  states,  "that  upon  the  fourt  day  of  Junij  instant, 
the  said  Mr  andro  being  vnder  medicine  w^in  his  chalmer  of  the 
said  college,  lippyning  for  nae  violence — Mr  David  Methven  &c. 
convocat  and  assemblit  togidder  be  the  ringing  of  the  comoun 
bell  the  haill  ceitie  for  the  maist  part  of  the  said  citie  bodin 
in  feir  of  weir  with  quhom  they  come  to  the  said  college  and 
in  maist  barbarous  and  insolent  maner  brak  up  the  back  and« 
foiryettisy'of  clam  the  wallis  of  the  same  and  preisit  violentlie 
to  haue  brokin  up  the  said  Mr  androis  chalmer  dur  lyke  as  thay 
brak  up  w'  ane  lang  Jeist  the  bak  stair  of  his  said  chalmer 
vpoun  set  purpois  and  deliberatioun  to  have  slayne  and  mur- 
driest  him  wthin  his  said  chalmer  quhilk  thay  had  not  faillit 
to  have  done  were  not  be  the  providence  of  God  and  the  me- 
diatioun  and  travellis  of  the  magratis  of  the  said  citie  thair  rage 
and  fury  wes  sum  quhat  mitigat  lyk  as  thay  in  deid  remanit 
w^in  the  isaid  college  and  about  the  same  the  space  oCtua  houris 
togidder  suting  the  said  Mr  androis  lyff  uttering  all  the  tynie 
snony  injurious  speches  saying  we  have  now  gottin  the  occa- 
sioun  we  lai^  socht  let  us  tak  it  and  mak  us  qwyte  of  this  man 
that  troublis  ws  ay". — The  Lords  ordayn  mayster  William  Rus- 
Bd  and  William  Leirmont  two  of  the  Bailies  of  St  An- 
drews to  enter  into  ward  in  the  Castle  of  Blacknes  and  remain 
there  until  tbey  give  up  the  names  of  the  chief  persons  concern-* 
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ed  in  the  ]iot,-<-^d  ordain  the  provost  and  members  of  Town 
Council  to  subscribe  ^  Baqd  pbligji^  themselves  and  their  Suc- 
cessors to  preserve  all  the  members  of  the  universitie  '*  harme- 
les  and  9kay^les."-*And  they  further  decern  that  such  of  the 
rioters  as  h^d  been  summoned  and  have  not  appeared,  shall  be 
deno^^ced  rebels.    (Record  of  Privy  Council,  2^  Junij  1591.) 

The  following  extract  from  the  Record  of  the  Burgh  Court 
of  St  Andrews  relates  to  the  circumstance  mentioned  in  the 
text  as  having  given  occasion  to  the  riot.  The  act  is  crossed 
in  the  Record,  and  on  the  nuurg^n  is  the  following  official  no^ ; 
<*  Die  vigesimo  quarto  mensis  Augusti  1591.  This  Act  deleit 
w^  consent  of  y  ^  prowest  baillies  and  cpuosell.  J  Sonde  Scri« 
ba.'»    The  Act  runs  thus ; 

"  Mr  Andro  Malwill  &  ye  Town 

Curia  Burgalis  civ.  S^^  Andrese  tenta  in  praetorio  ejusdem 
per  honorabiles  viros  Thomam  Lentroun  Magistros  Gulielmum 
Cok  et  Gulielmum  Russell  ballivos  dictae  civitatis,  die  Vene- 
ris quarto  die  Mensis  Junii  Anno  Pomini  Millesimo  quingen- 
t^simo  ponagesimo  primo. 

The  qlk  day  in  presence  of  the  baillies  of  yis  citie  Mr  Ro«< 
bert  Weilkye  principal  of  St  Leonardis  College  w^in  ye  citie 
*  of  St  And*  renunciand  expreslie  be  y""  presentis  all  previleges 
exen^ption  and  immunitie  or  jurisdictioun  that  he  may  pretend 
in  ye  contrair  heirof  And  submitting  him  in  this  caice  to  ye 
jurisdiction  of  the  provest  and  baillies  of  ye  citie  of  St  And* 
alenerlie  and  w'  him  David  Dalgl^isch  and  W"»  Mufiat  citin- 
eris  of  ye  said  citie  Ar  becum  bpund  oblist  and  actitat  for 
thaim  yr  airis  &  successoris  conjunctlie  and  severallie  for  Mais- 
ter  Andro  Mailweill  rector  of  ye  Universitie  of  St  And'*  That 
in  caice  it  may  be  fund  and  tryed  y*  Maister  Johne  Cauld- 
l^leuch  ane  of  ye  premcipall  Maisteris  of  ye  New  College  quha 
hes  schott  and  deidlie  woundit  Davit  Trumbull  ane  nytbour  of 
yis  citie  w^  ane  arrow  qrbye  he  is  in  danger  of  his  lyfe  to  be 
anye  tyme  heirefter  w^in  ye  boundis  of  ye  said  College  in  anye 
pafrt  they  sail  present  him  to  ye  justice  for  underlying  of  our  So- 
verane  lordis  lawis  he  being  requyrit  be  ye  pte  Stewart  or  ye 
b^f«  of  ye  said  citie  my  lord  being  w^in  ye  college  fbr  ye 
tyme  of  his  requisition  And  w'm  ye  boundis  <rf  ye  said  College 
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for  ye  &ct  foirsaid  under  ye  paioes  of  one  thousand  ponds  to 
be  aplyit  to  sic  uss  as  ye  provest  balleis  &  counsaill  of  ye  said 
citie  sail  think  expedient  And  y^  ye  said  Mr  Andro  rector  foir- 
said renunciand  in  lyk  maner  be  yr  pntes  expresslie  all  previ- 
lege  exempdoun  &  immunitie  y'  he  may  pretend  in  ye  con* 
trair  in  yis  caice  allenerlie  sail  be  answerable  to  ye  Stewart  of 
regalitie  of  St  Andr*  ye  provost  and  baillieff  yrof  as  law  will  in 
caice  he  sail  be  querrellit  heirefterbe  anie  of  3^0  said  David 
IVumbullis  friendis  nnder  paine  foirsaid  In  presence  6f  Mir 
Piter  RoUock  Bischope  of  Dunkell  Mr  Wm  Mairch  ane  of 
ye  regentis  in  St  Leonardis  College  David  Watsoun  Mr  David 
Russell  deane  of  gild  And  Mr  Patridc  Mailuill  ane  of  ye  M^* 
of  ye  new  Col.  and  Jhon  Mair  w*  uyris  diverss/* 

NoteB.    p.  14. 

Constitution  and  procedure  of  Kirk-sessions* — In  speaking  of 
tho  election  of  Elders  and  Deacons,  we  ought  to  keep  in  mind 
that  formerly  it  was  annual.  At  St  Andrews,  when  the  time  of 
election  approached,  the  session  made  up  a  list  of  persons  to 
be  nominated  for  office  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  caused 
tills  to  be  read  from  the  pulpit,  accompanied  with  an  intima- 
tion that  the  session  would  meet  on  a  certahi  day  to  hear  ob** 
jections  against  the  persons  nominated,  and  to  receive  the 
names  of  any  others  that  might  be  proposed  as  better  qualified. 
The  election  succeeded  to  this.  The  Session  sometimes  appoint* 
ed  electors,  and  at  other  times  they  acted  as  electors  them- 
selves ;  in  which  last  case  the  individuals  to  be  chosen^  if  al- 
ready in  the  session,  were  successively  removed.  (Record  <^ 
Kirk  Session  of  St  Andrews,  Oct.  8.  &  15. 15S9 ;  Jan.  12. 1590 ; 
and  Nov,  28. 1593.)  This  was  the  practice  at  Glasgow.  (Ex- 
tracts from  Rec.  of  Kirk  Sess.  of  Glasgow  j  in  Wodrow's  Life 
of  David  Weemes,  p  28.)  "  Oct.  22.  1609.  The  Bishop  com- 
peared  and  intimat,  the  Sjmod  had  for  sundry  and  good  re- 
spects concluded  and  ordained  that  the  Elders  and  Deacons 
in  all  Sessions  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  by  the  ministers.  The 
Session  approves."  (Ibid.  p.  29.)  At  Edinburgh  the  election 
was  popular.    (Knox,  Hist,  of  the  Reformation,  pp.  267—8.) 
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Tlie  General  As^cmlblyy  April  1582,  s^nctioiied  this  mode  of 
taction.',  "  Concerning  e^  generi^ll  ordour  of  the  udmissioim 
to  ye  oUce  of  elders  referri«  it  to  |lie  ordo'  lisit  sft  Bd'  qlk  we 
i^p^roye."  (Bulk  of  the  Univ.  KkK  f- 124,  h.)  In  the  parish 
of  the  Canongate,  or  lIolyn]<Uu)ufi^,  the  niembers  of  Session 
weDe  chosen  by  the  commuidcants  at  large<  ^' Juley  2d. 
1565.  The  qlk  day  ye  names  of  ye  faithfiil  yt  be  in  the  lyt 
tf  ye  Eldars  was  geiven  wphej0  aUM  kirik  to  be  |irocIatnit  bt 
yir  nunistef  and  to  be  diosen  on  Sonday  <^onie  ^udUr  ^eiC 
^*^  The  foon  day  of  August.  ISie  qlk  day  tfte  eftefnoae  at 
ye  sarmdne  ye  haiS  dy^oH  woted  in  <^esin^  ye  eldars  and 
diacons.  -  the  llth  day  qi  Aug*.  The  qlk  day  it  ^  drda»it  y* 
ye  eldaris  and  deaconis  as  efter  feUoiris  present  jrameself  t» 
ye  kirk  and  set  in  ye  place  appontit  for  yame  to  resawe  yair 
office.  The  qlk  day  it  is  ordanit  yt  ye  minister  warn  <^pen- 
lie  in  ye  pulpell  all  diois  yt  commumcf^;es  to  ye  puirs  to  cmne 
to  ye  tobo^  on  tisday  y^  nixt  comes  at  7  ho^*  m  ye  morning  td 
beir  y^  con^pts  of  ye  d^eacons  of  yair  resait  an^  haw  it  is  dcfr* 
trybutit.''    ^The  Buik  of  the  Kirjk  of  C«ni|gai|.) 

The  flftajtement  made  in  the  text  respecting  Ihe  civil  punish* 
mpnts  inflicted  on  delinqucnjts  is  justified  by  tbe  nunut;es  of  tl^ 
1^  yarned  Sessicm.  An  unmarried  woxnan  braving'  confessed 
ber  pregnane,  *^  Thair^  the  baUlies  asmiane  tic  as$emblk 
Hfye  I^ke  ordanis  bir  foir  tp  depart  furt  of  ye  gait  within  48 
J^ours  heirefter,  under  ye  pam  of  schurging  and  burning  of  ye 
acbdke,"  (^Tcofthe  Kirlj:  of  Canagai^  Sept.  31.  1564^ 
In  all  instances  in  which  any  cxv^  penalty  is  adde4  tliis^  ftixin 
of  e¥pre$^on  is  used.-— The  foUowii^  minute  refera  to  the  d^- 
tennining  ixt  controversies,  by  arUfratiom  ^*  Dec-  S.  1565. 
The  qlk  day  it  is  ordanit  the  commmrfgn  to  be  miaiatrat  i^on 
the  l6ih  of  y'  im^tant  also  to  advertise  the  communicants  to 
be. at  the  Saterday  exortation  e^ev-nune*  The  qlk  day  it  is 
ordanit  that  gif  thair  be  onie  persones  have  onye  gruge  of  hat- 
rit  or  malice  or  ony  oiense  in  his  he^  aganis  his  broder 
that  they  and  ilk  ane  o£  them  come  on  tisday  ia  the  morning 
at  8  ho'*  tp  the  Tolbo^  where  4  of  die  Kirk  shall  be  present 
to  juge  the  offense  and  gif  that  it  stands  in  ^em  to  reconseii 
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the  same  ye  said  four  to  be  Johne  hart  Jchn^  didrt  JhoM 
Mordo  Johne  Atchison  Thomas  hunter  Jame^  Wilkie  or  Qnf 
four  of  thir."  (Ibid.  Dec.  8. 1565.)  At  Glasgow,  the  Session 
was  accustomed  to  proceed  in  certain  cases  by  way  of  mq^e$t 
or  trial  hyjwry,  ^^  Nov.  14. 15S3.  the  Sessicm  appoint  an  iBf 
quest  to  be  taken  of  men  who  are  neither  £ldars  nor  Deacooa 
for  this  year,  out  of  the  several  parts  of  the  town."  This  waif 
done  generally  every  year^  ^  and  the  practice  is  mentimed  ill 
the  minutes  as  late  as  164S.  The  inquest  is  ordmarily  madd 
up  of  13  honest  men,  and  in  some  cases  women  are  employed* 
(Extracts  ut  supra :  pp.  4^— S.) 

T?i^  folloifing  ininute  may  b<^  given  as  an  illustration  of  the 
nvetho4  f^icenmrif^  the  m^E^berip  of  Sesdop.  <'  The  gjlk  dfy 
b^ing  appointit  to  try  ye  lyfe  and  c<^vers9tip9  of  ye  haill  menp^ 
bens  of  ye  Sessioun,  Olswe^  nmusteris  as  elderis  k  deaconifF^ 
Mr  David  Blak  lowster  b^g  jneQioiut,  tb^re  is  nathing  ^n 
jectit  agani$.him>  bot  all  ye  brethren  praises  God  of  hiQi,  aii4 
yt  be  may  cc^^inew  in  his  sdt.  M  Robert  Wallace  being  r0# 
^umit,  ye  bndii$in  thanlos  God  for  him>  bot  it  is  desyrjt  ^ 
him  yt  he  may  be  nmir  diligent  ^  carefull  over  ye  maneris  <^ 
ye  peepley  &  in  visiting  of  ye  seil.  M  Rob^  Zwill  being  i^t 
mottit  yair  is  nathing  c^ponit  aganis  him  in  lyfo  doctrfiin  9(^ 
eonversatiofi,  bot  he  is  to  be  admonisit  of  multiplicatione  of 
wordis  in  Us  doeti^e^iibd  -p,  his  nottis  be  in  few  wordis  y^  yd 
people  may  be  m^  edifyt.  Mr  Androw  Meluill  bemg  re? 
mouit  y^  is  nathiiig  oppotiit  aganis  him«  bot  ye  haill  brethr^ 
tfaankis  God  for  him.  M*^  Dauid  Mimypenny  being  remouit  Jt 
is  nathing  epponit  aganis  him.  M.  W°^  Wdwod  bein^  remouit 
yair  is  ftathing  aganis  bim^  jfi  C^mmis'  remouit  nadiing  oppo* 
nit.  Dauid  Murray  &  Duncan  Balfour  yr  is  nathing  opponit 
except  Dauid  Murray  payis  na  tUng  to  ye  contributipnis  of 
ye  puir.  And  as  to  Duncan  Balfour  fait  is  fund  wt  him  jt  be 
being  ane  elder  sold  be  in  company  wt  yame  yt  brak  vpe  ye 
tolbuth  dur  k  electit  ye  eounsell  tyme  of  sermone  vpon  Wed- 
dinsday.  forder  ye  murthir  of.  Pareis  being  laid  to  his  charge 
becaus  he  wes  in  companie  in  ye  kingis  seruice  at  yt  tyme* 
Oubarofyesaid  Duncaiie  purges  him  selfe  in  conscience  as 
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Jild-of  coming ''^^  ye  ^^uigifoamimsfiioiin  to  stay  ye  doctrdui 
in  ye  new  college  M"  W"*  Henry  Rusaell  Andro  Wdwood 
bebig  remouit,  yr  is  Fait  fund  with  Mr  W">  bein?>  (.c)  suld  pas 
to  ye  83modall  assembliew^out  command  (^  ye  gessioim,  and  yt 
y  ig  ane  sklander  betwix  Mr  Henry,  and  his  fiuh^^  ^nd,  yt 
Andrew  Welwod  mend  his  rasche  ^peiking  in  ye  sesaioun*  Mr. 
W^  Rnsselpur^  him  of  ye  thing  laid  to  his  charge;  Andror 
Welwodpremisit  to  amend,  &c."  (Record  of  Kirk  Session  of 
St  Andrews^  March  2;  1596  ) 

Note  C.    pp.  16,  174 

'  Pftsb^iertal  exerekeSy  and  trial  o^mmM^tfrv.— The' following 
extracts  illustrate  the  mode  of  procedure  in  the  ordmary  ex^ 
tereise.  ^  It  is  ordamt  that  Mr.  Ro'  RoUock  sail  mak  ane 
catalogue  of  the  young  men  quhom  he  thinks  meitt  to  exerceif; 
and  that  they  quha  sail  come  to  the  p^'i^  be  nttarts,  and  no^ 
itanderu.  Ordanis  that  all  the  brethren  of  the  minastene  tir^ 
in  this  presbyterie  sail  convene  in  dew  lykne,  and  sit  at  Ilia 
burden  vnder  the  pains  contanit  in  y^  actis  of  y^  p^'^^y  and 
^at  nane  be  absent  w<out  ane  law  full  exoos,  and  that  y* 
catalog  be  red,  the  absenta  markit,  and  the  neist  day  ceaamh 
rit.  CXrdanis  the  first  speikar  sail  occupy  na  lang^  tyme  nor 
an  ho*^^,  the  seeood  half  an  hour  jn^eciselie  Tnder  the  panes  to 
be  censured  gtf  he  transgif  ss,  and  tluit  the  prayer  before 
and  efter  the  exerceis  beachort."  (Record  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  Nov.  8.  1597.)  ''Oct.  27.  1598.  Maister 
D.attid  Robertsooe  maid  ye  eiiercise  upone  ye  first  ci^.  Esay 
V*  S«  and  yas  allewit  and  Mr.^  Feter  Blackburn  addit^  quha  M- 
lowis  nixt;'*  i;  e«  makes  the  e^eroi^e  next  week*.  (R^ord  of 
Presbytery  of  Aberdean.)  '<  April  £S.  1602.  Johne  Mylne 
made  the  exerdse-^admonisit  to  studie  di)igendie  and  to  have 
a  feling  of  yat  qlk  he  delyverit. — ''  Nov.  26.  1602.  Robeit 
Forbes  maid  the  exercise,  quha  was  admonisit  to  eschew  affec* 
tat  language,  and  to  utter  his  words  w^  gretar  fbrce^ '  (Ibid.) 
'<  Dec.  8.  1619.  Pr<^hesie  maid  be  Mr.  Rob«  Backanq", 
1  Cor.  14*.  V.  8.  Followed  Mr.  Greorge  Greir^  observations 
upon  the  text  exponed.    Doctrein  judged,  it  was  ordeined  Mr* 
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AfiOrb  BUckhail  td  expone  in  the  firet  place,  and  Mr.  Tkamas 
Ball^tyne  to  observe  in  the  second  place.  1  Cor.  14.  v.  10." 
(R^c.  of  IVesb,  of  Haddington,)  "  Dec.  4. 1593.  Mr.  Andrb 
Pblwart  (and  six  othet  young  men)  put  on  the  privie  exercise." 
(Rec.  of  IVesb.  of  Gksgow.)  "  Junij  18. 1600.  A  rememb- 
rance concerning  the  brethren  that  teiches  in  privat  hous. 
Mr.  Alex'  jgreg  heard  this  day  in  the  gallery.— April  29.  i60l. 
He  is  to  be  heaf d  in  Mr  James  Carmidiaers  gallery."  (Presb. 
of  Haddington.)  "May  8.  1608.  Mr.  James  Carmichel, 
younger  heard  privile  exerces  ye  secund  tyme  upone  Ephes. 
6. 12.  The  Bre**  praysit  God  for  him,  and  appoyntit  him  to 
exerceis  privilie  the  next  in  ye  mominge  in  ye  galrie,  prose- 
cuting the  samine  text."  (Ibid.)  The  General  Assembly,  in 
Mardh  1572-3,  Agreed,  <<  That  sick iiunisters  ashes  not  q'weA 
to  buy  bookes  may  have  bookes  bought  to  y^  be  ye  collector; 
and  to  allow  ye  pryces  y'of  in  y'  stipend."  (Buik  of  UniV. 
Kiirk.  p.  66)  **  Oct.  20. 1598.  It  is  agreit  be  ye  haile  pres^ 
bitrie  yair  be  a  cdlection  gatherit  amongis  y^  brethrein  and 
of  y«  penaleteis  to  by  comentareis  vpon  y^  text  of  ye  exerceis 
quhilk  sail  seme  to  everie  ane  of  y^  presbyterie  quha  hes 
nane  in  tym  cumlg. — Feb*  23.  1598.  Item  the  said  day  the 
Moderator  collected  fra  every  minister  of  the  presbyterie  sex 
dnUings  aucht  pennies  for  the  bying  of  Molerus  vpope  hay, 
and  deljruerit  the  same  to  John  roche  collected  to  giff  y^ 
buikar."    (Rec.  of  Presb.  of  Aberdeen.) 

In  October  1581,  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Lothian  repre- 
sented that  t6ey  had  agreed  to  have  disputations  in  every  prei- 
hytety  on  the  articles  in  controversy  widi  the  papists,  and 
m6ved  that  the  General  AS8em1>ly  should  appoint  the  form  to 
be  observed.  The  Assembly  ^thinks  tUr  disputations  good 
q»  thay  may  be  had."  {BvSk  oHJniv.  Kirk,  ff.  115, 116.)  In 
March  1597-8^  itisiqipointed,  *HhBt  a  conunon  heid  nf  refigioun 
be  intreatit  every  moneth  in  ilk  p'^'i^both  byway  of  discourse 
and  disputation."  (Ibid  &  191,  b.)  The  wny  in  which  this 
exercise  was  conducted  wiU  appear  from  the  following  minuter* 
"  Aprilis  71602.  The  q>k  day  y«  common  heid,  De  Authentids 
jScripturarum  edltionibos  et  Versibmbus  Sacrisq.  VemacuUi;^ 
YOU  II.  H  h 
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Uot^  D.  p.  SI. 
Extraordinary  meeting  of  delegates  from  couniies^'^T!ht  toU 
lowing  curious  deed  throws  light  updtt  the  nature  and  purposes 
of  this  meeting. 

**  At  Glasgow  the  allevint  daye  of  October  ye  zeif  df  Cod 
i^v^  fourescoir  threttein  zei^es•  The  quhilk  day  the  nobiQ 
menbaronis  gentleman  ministeris  comissioneris  of  ye  srefdomes 
and  burrowis  wndervrittiii  viz  Lanetk  renfrew  and  t>umbartane 
and  of  ye  presbiterei^^yalrof  being  convenit  accditiing  fd  ye 
bande  maid  be  6ur  sourane  lord  &  his  estatis  £ot  matemenie  of 
ye  trew  religioun  pntlie  professit  wtin  this  realme  ilnd  defenu 
of  his  hienes  persoun  and  estait  and  being  inforinit  of  ye  cover- 
ing of  ye  nobillme  barronis  getiliue  and  ministers  of  fyfe  and 
wtheris  paitis  of  yis  realme  for  prosecuting  of  ye  said  bande 
And  yat  ye  sevintein  daye  of  yis  instat  is  appointtit  to  ye  Said 
convening  &  yat  certane"  comissioneris  of  everie  province  salbe 
direct  to  meit  iii  ye  bur^  of  Edinbutt  for  cosulting  and  avysing 
wpoun  ye  following  fur'^  afid  prosecuting  df  ye  said  band^ 
Heirfore  ye  saidis  nobillme  barronis  getellme  &  miiiisteris  of 
ye  srefdomes  foirsaidts  hes  mmd  Constitut  &  ordanit  &  be  yir 
^tes  makis  constitutes  &  ordanis  the  lard  of  calderwood^ 
the  lard  of  mcrehlstoun,  the  gud  man  of  Duchall,  the  lard  of 
greinoh,  M  Ro^  Lindsayd  M  Jon  Hewesoun  M  Johne  timjt 
M  Johiie  CoUper  &  M  t^atrik  Scharp  ministeris  or  onj  tlue 
of  y^  saidis  ministeris  thair  laiitfiill  and  wndowtit  cdmisaionefis 
to  covein  &  meit  at  Edinbur^  ye  daye  fbirsaid  or  ony  wth^ 
daye  or  pla^e  appointtit  or  to  be  appointtit  and  ydirto  eScurre 
~w^  ye  comisnoneris  of  ye  wthe^  si'efddmes  Se  provinces  of  this 
regime  yair  td  be  assemblit  i^dto  give  yah:  advyse  and  coaale 
'  in  sik  causs  edceming  ye  following  furt  of  yd  said  bfuu)^  dt 
wtheris  cocehiing  ye  glorie  of*Go4  the  preseruatioun  of  his 
maiestie  persoun  and  estait  &  comouhtreill  of  ye  coirey  lis  sal* 
'  be  treated  dnd  a6  salbe  cocludlt  to  promise  in  ye  names  of  ye 
'nobillme  barronis  8c  getilroe  df  ye  srefdomes  foirsaidis  and 
*  bunrowis  wtin  ye  damy  to  follow  fur^.  the  determinatiouns  of  ye 
coSissiotieris  fdirsaidiSy  qlk  ytg'  and  feuerie  ane  of  yae  wpoim 


ym  aosdence  Si  h(^o'*  hes  £^tfiiUie  prpmesit  tadoimd  ^onmet 
3pd  ye  said  nobillmg  &  barroois  Sc  getihm^  mmisterift  foiraaid , 
hea  gem  comand  &  power  to  ye  clerk  <^  ye  kirk  &  ^Wtcie 
ciGkiMgw  to  iQgert  yir  j^s.  in  ye  buikes  of  yc  buiki$  of  ye 
said  predbitrie  and  to  extract  ye  samy  yrAirt  8ul|9(sry?it  be 
Umfor  y  as  gif  yaj  had  aubscryvit  ya  sa^y  yaipe  selfis.'* 
({tecordofPred>ytaryofCjlaagow«) 

Kdtes  E.  and  F.  pp,  7S,  75. 

.  JUbK»^'#;m)c«tf«*7-^' Anentthechaigei^embe.i^ertew 
souerane  Lordia  I^ea  to  Maiater  dauid  blak  minntenat  Sanct^ 
andfoia  to  bane,  conqieirit  penonalie  befoir  the  Kiagb  maiestie 
and  lordis  of  tecreit  couiuuull  thia  day  viz  the  xtiii  dqr  of 
iMMieBciber  inttat.  To  haue  aoiawrit  to  no  thingia  as  aould  haiw 
bene  inquirit  of  him  at  hia  cwming  Tuicheing  oertano  yndeoent 
a»d  Tnciunel\e  apeiebaa  vttarit  be  him  in  diuen  hia  aemionla 
maid  in  SapctaadBoiay  vndar  the  pain  (tf  Rebjellidttn  and  pot- 
^i^g^of-himto  ye  home  w<^  certific^ne  to  him  and  ha  failaek 
jl^Eai  aoiild  be;  dtvect  shnplF  to  putt  him  thairto^  Lyke  as  at 
matr  Lenth  is  cotenit  in  ye  saidis  Lrea  execiAtioiiia  and  in* 
dorsationia  thairo&  Qlk  bfing  calhc,  and  the  aaid  maiater 
dauid  compeiraad  pecfonali^,  Dedaint  that  aibeit  he  wcfat 
obiect  aganis  the  summondis  as  being  direct  super  inquirendia 
Contiair  die  act  of  parliament,  na  particolair  cans  specifeit 
ahaiH%.ail  he  wald  tdk  hmtto  the  ordinair  renieid  i^pointit  be 
^  Ifiiwkmid  Libertie  of  the  Kirkt  ajleg^ing  that  nane  aoidd 
heiug^is.to  materia  deliuerit  in  pulp^»  hot  d^^  preicheouria 
w4  ministcris  of  the  wprde^  ^od  thairfore  desirit  to  be  Re- 
j^ttit  t^  his  J^ge  Qrdinairi  Quhaini|>oun  bejng  inquirit  be  hia 
iiiai8tie.te>9]h||t  iugaoient  I|e  d^ynit,  anawrit  to  the  predNltrie 
quhair  ^e  doctrine  wea  teichait  qirfuiir  hia  maiestie  souhi  be 
li  compjlfiiair  ii|  the£rst  ii^tance  aSj^  C^risteane  aad  menriber 
if  tbfkir|c^«ndiiotasaKii?g*  AUegWt  be  his  Maieatie»  That 
this  mater  js  ali^ogfiii^  ciuile  an4  9^  ^iritmll.  And  forder 
that  die  generalitie  qf  jh^,si,iminiia4ia  is  restrictit  to  this  paiw 
dcidair  ei^essit  in  this  ytfaer  ;j[^i)e';heurwith  produceit  be  the 
^iia  anibassadour^  Being  inquiriV  .qui^d^  gif  .hia.  maiesli^ 
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mioht  be  hige  in  materis  of  tnessoiiui  n  the  kirk  is  itige  fii 
iiiateri8ofher«ste>6rat^,  zit  allegeit  iThat  dife  Wordts.d^r 
Ihierit  in  pulpett,  albeit  allegeit  t6  be  tt^aBOxMble,  MSA  be 
tryit  in  prima  instancfft  be  ^e  Kirk  as  ooHe  itige  co^ftipetenti 
To  tbe  contrair  quhairof  The  act  of  pkit&meQt  mi^  in  the 
Ixxxiij  zeir  of  god  wes  idl^geit,  To  i^  diro^^atioui^  df  ^ 
quhilk  act  Maister  dauid  product  ^  vAer  act'  in  ^  ]^ 
liament  haldin  at  edmburgh  in  the  Ixxxxij  zeu-  of  god,  Being 
inquirit  quhat  warrand'  thay  had  oute  of  the  worde  of  God,  for 
Buiteris  «pakm  aganis  a  diristeaiie  magrllt.  Allegeit  qu^teuir 
is  spokiik  to  be  spiritciledl,  And  AaHbre  moh  Ins  ri^t  K  ^flie 
vbrde  of  goA  ibiitbr  itibi  parffclm  iPe^^it  d^  first  of  Timii^tiie 
Comi^wit  to  tiie  Last  of  noaieiiito-  hMtant,  And  W  illanSd^ 
«rdanit  To  remane  hd#  in  the  mt&itfid^.''  (Reec^  of  F^* 

The  IntcMoqi^ti^,  declaring  the  Lordi  df  CdaHiM  judges 
fi^ap^tkt  of  all  i)ie  critao^  Ilb^M%i  (he  i^  iM  talkrged 
sjonnions,  wb  passed  on  the  la£|tddy  of  ]^  AM  dif 

the  ^d  Of  DeeoMb^r,  a  Deard^  "Mb  {Mbs^'fii^  mtck 
guilty  of  all  tii»  ti^Stles  tibeiled,  ahd  Miiimi%Wa'tti  dAnffiA^ 
hhoielf  b^lfifnd  the  Ndr*  Watifei-  tib  ib'  MijUfQ^  sh^^  d^ 
tetmie  xia  tts  fluriho^  ^nifahment.  '(S%e.  di  ^it^  Goti^cfl.) 

Note  G,t|).  ll«f 

EcdeiUUtkd  righfg  bf  Vrtyfisk6rt  cf  JBH^mfy^^lt  y/rii  i^ 
p6ned  to  the  l&diiertfAss^lhbl^lli' April  Idbi  ^  fflfit'  ai&» 
eMersdiip  ^redbyl^)  is  ^k^WeMOy  ^  St  ^hdi*^  of  ]^ 
touris  and  teadfiert,  bot  hot  of^tliOse  diat  K^  itbi  iQii^  dtife  df 
teacWng."  (Bulk  of  t«iy.  K*>  ft  118,  b.)  Br  thfe  tftencttf 
ikssedbly,  Mkj  ¥586,  <'  It  is  ftrnkid^hat  A^drak'tS^ 
titi*eappoidtftgo^^riiorsofthe  K&^  dPG^d,^  ititt!b^ 
efec^orv,  aM  elders,  may  ^dhven^  ib  genfttili  aib^isillfi^,  iaiA 
irooei  in  eod^ia^iMl  matter^''  (ibid.  f.  lS9,h.j  ddi^ 
odistituem  mehibefs  0f  iM  |)r&byMHes  if^^iiiK  H^hbire  fcf6bh« 
Ihejr  r^ed,  dbetors  or  prdttiikm  txf  ditvh%  mi^t  fi^  ^ 
bjr  tfaeh,  as  #6Bia4  by^^iidivMftldi,  lot  tepreB^l^j^  tH 
m$  6eaei«l  Assei^yi  :  In  c<M^^     of  «  e6m{d8iht  ftiA 
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the  Synod  of  Fife  tiiat  this  right  had  been  infringed,  it  was' 
recognized  anew  by  the  Assembly  which  met  at  Holyrbod- 
honse  in  the  year  1602,  and  at  which  his  Majesty  was  present. 
(Ibid,  f.  SOS,  a.)  One  reason  of  Rollock's  being  admitted  one 
of  ^e  mmisters  of  Edinburgh,  soon  after  the  m<;eting  of  the 
commissioners  at  St  Andrews,  might  be  to  exempt  him  from 
the  restriction  intended  to  be  laid  on  all  theological  profes- 
sors. On  that  occasion  Bruce  at  first  objected  to  redeiving  ita* 
poeitkia  of  han^  as  implying^  that  he  had  not  previously  a 
valid*  call'to  the  mhtistry.  Patrick  Simpson,  in  a  letter  dated 
Mky  1. 1598,  says:  **  I  perceive  that  Mr  Rob.  Bollock  sfxndd 
madtk  on  the  lacke  of  ordination  in  your  nrinistryj  whaeh  mskesf 
me  marvail  how  he  could  call  himse^  a  minister  of  Chrv^ 
Evangd  at  Ed.  in  his  Analysis  upon  the  Epistle  to  the  Ro^ 
mans  and  in  die  mean  thne  wanting  ordination  to  iSiat  ministry, 
if  Ais  iform  of  oriSnaflotf  which  we  want  be  so  essentiall  as 
he  speaks/'  (Wbdrow's  Life  of  Bruce,  p.  S5.  MST.  vol.  1.) 
But  I  do  not  think  that  RoUock,  !n  159S,  when  he  published 
tiiebook  referred  to,  was  a  mim'ster  in  the  same  sen9e  as  Bruce 
and  ISmson  were :  I  mean  that  he  was  not  properiy  the  pastor 
of  a  Congregation*  In  consequence  of  a  petition  irom  the  town^' 
the  presbytery  had  authorized  him  to  preach,  die  morning 
lecture  in  one  of  die  chinrcSies.  (Rec.  of  Pre^.  of  Edin.  Sept. 
5. 1587.)  But  it  waa  not  dH  the  beginning  of  the  year  199^^ 
that  he  **  was  admttdt  to  be  ane  of  die  aught  ordinar  ministetD' 
0f  tMs  bur*.*^  (Reg.  of  Town  Council,  Jan.  25*  1597.)  ' 

Note  H.  HP- 1^  129. 

Character  of  Daoti  J9/ad^.— >Spotswood  says,  that  **  Mr 
JMack  waa  immmoned"  foefbfe  the  conmBBsioners.  (Hist  p. 
446.)  But  James Mehdlle,  who  was oneof  the  commissioners, 
says,  ^^  Mr  Robert  Wallace  was  proceidit  against  and  removit 
from  St  And"  be  sum  form  bfkinglie  comm&sibnci,  proceiding 
andprocess»  Bot  Mr  David  Black  "was  never  ones  called,  and 
yet,  of  mere  kinglie  power,  it  behovit  him  to  be  debarrit  St 
And".'*  (Diary,  p^  SI*.)  Spotswood  farther  says,  that  <*  the 
Elders  and  Bacons  of  the  church— aTJiippn  oatl\  deponed 
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that  the  accusations  were  true,  ai^d  that  QIakehad  spokeir^ 
lint  whereof  he  wi^  ponvicted  before  the  Cooncel. — And  they 
declared  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  were  giyen  to  factiooi, 
and  that  they  did  not  carry  themselves  with  that  indifieraiicy 
which  became  preachers." ,  Yet  the  ardibishop  had  bimaelf 
stated,  a  little  before,  that  Black  presented  to  the  privy  ^coun^ 
cil,asapropf  of  the  falsehood  of  the  pharges»  iwa  testimmals, 
the  one  suhscribje^  by  the  provcuBt,  baiilieSi  fmd  conncil>  and 
t}ie  other  hy  the  rhetor,  dean  qf  fiftculty,  and  profetBcvrs  of  the 
ilnivevsity.  (Hi^  p.  425«  Rec  of'  Privy  Council,  vi\U  Nov. 
1596.)  Now,  several  pf  the  magistrates  and  €£  the  pfofes^or^ 
were  at  that  .time  me^noben  of  sessioi^  But  this  is  not  all. .  It 
am^eiirs  %m  the  nynutes  of  session  that  the.  Elmers  and  Dea* 
cons  f(^  f  h^  hi^esjt  respect  and  regard  %  Bbiok.  They  un- 
animously appointed  then-  clerk  to  write  him  after  his  convic- 
tipn;  tl^M^xkii^g  him,  in  then:  name,  fcf  a  letter  vdiic^  he  liad 
■eBt.t^n),  and-  promising  *^  that<qidii|t  lyis  in  thair  powa» 
til  farther  his  hame*cummg,  they  sail  do  the  gamine  with  ^ 
awin  ^dyys."  An^  to  acqon^plish  ^lis  thc^  i^eed  ta  petitioi^ 
the  king,  a^d  applie4  to  the  magistrates  to.xoncur  y(^  them. 
(Rec.  of  ^k.  Session  of  8t  Andrews,  Jam  9^  and  March  la 
159^  a«d  May  3. 1597.) 

Melialle'9  poem  onBlack'stleath  maybe  sjeesi^  in  Ddit.PoO. 
Sttt^*  t«^(n.  ii.  pp.  81-rS4.  Thore  are  two  encomiastic,  poema 
OB  hio^%  I)nme  of  Godscnrfl.  {Lusiis  Poetid,  i^.  53«-^55«) 
<<  Mr  David  Biadc  n^^of  St  Andrews"  obtained  a  4eoree  fof 
an  *^  annual  rent  of  aucht  bolls  victual — finrth  of  the  lands  of 
litchschedis,**  which  he '  iidieriUxl  from  ^  umqil  Henry  Blak 
bm^es  of  ye  bruch  of  Perth,  fi^ther  to  the  said  complainer.** 
(Act  Bink  pf  the  Committariot  of  6t  Andrews,  July  18. 1594?.^ 

Note  I.  pp.  1«1, 165. 
BasUican  J)orofu^  According  to  Spotswood»  this  woilc  waS; 
shewn  to  Melville  in  MS.  and  in  consequence  of  extracts 
frctm  it  beii^  )aid  before  the  Synod  of  Fyfe,  his  M^jesly  pubr 
lisheditiathecourse  of  thatyeary\1599.  (Hist«p.457«)  But 
this  is  contradicted  by  the  account  wHidi  ^^ames  has  hiinself 
pven  in  his  apologetic  prefitce  to  the  second  edition,  and 


.;^^di  i  haare  followed  in  tbe  text* .  I  have  QQWibefoc^  mo  lixK^py 
fi^tke  first  edition,  belonging  to  Archibald  Ceo^taU^  E^ 
Edinburgh ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  k  one  oStk^sevm^ 
qppj^.  (perhaps  the  only  one  now  existing),  to  ifrWh  that 
«xUtipii  ;iira8  limited.     It?  til;le   is:  '' jla^S^AlKON   MIPOK.^ 
Qerided  iqfco  thriee  Eookes.    Bdmbvrgh  Printed  bycRobeitt 
W«lde-gtatie  Priater  to  the  Kings  Mi^^^*  I5d9;'  X  in  £awrt« 
It  is  beautifnUy  printed  in  a  \aige  ItaUc  letier^i     PteM^  to 
Hiife  two  sonneted  the  first  of  which>  entitled  ^f.Tbe  Dedica* 
doAofthebdoke>''i8nottobe.fbttnd  m  thie  ^nbflefuieDt  edi^ 
tioQS^    I  have  seen  no, reason. t<i  think  ithat>  it  .^is  reprinted 
umOtfaeyeaf'1603>  iniAieiPDmie;  of  ^R^iichiit  went  through- 
three  edilioA ;  att  of  tibem»  probablyi  published  after  the  death 
pf  GUzabeth.    If  this  was  the  fact»  the  wonderful  iaflueace 
vfidch  Spotswood  says  it  had  in  ^fMromating  James's  .^locessioo 
^98t  hfsvt  be^  fa;  post/ado^    I  han^e  not  seenitmenjlien^d  be* 
.    jt9Fe^lS99andlG03«    One  <^ the  ses^en  copies  n^ght  be  qoi^ 
'vey^  to  seme  oftheeofirtiers  of  Elizabeth  in  the  secnst  coriesr 
jMN^ianoe  whieh  James  carried  on  with  them  during  that  in- 
;terval4  buit  tfiey  had  other  reasons  than  his  nierits  as  an  auth^- 
fyi.^ounng  his  Utle. 

Qa  comparing  the  first  edition,  with  the  snbsequei^  ones, 
1  find  that  alterations  were  made  on  the  work.    For  theuglW 
all  the  charges  against  the  Scottish  preachers  are  retained^ 
James  found  it  necessary  to  drop  or  to  soften  some  of  his  most 
ungus^ed  and  harsh  expressions,,  lyid  to  give  an  ambiguidius 
:   tufnito  the  senjUsqces  which  had  created  the  gn«tefit  eSb«9e» 
For  exiua^  in  the  original  editi<m  (pp.  8)  a>  he  si^.  ::.f  <  If.my^^ 
c$»oseie9ce  had  not  resolued  i^e,  that  all  niy  i:eUgMm..W9a» 
£iK>unded  upon  the  plaine  words  of  the  scripture^  1  had  neoer 
^twardly  arrowed  it,  for  pleasure  or  awe  of  the  vam  pride  ^> 
4ome  s/sdida^  PreackoursJ'    In  the  edition  printed  at  Lowkm 
in  1603,  (p.  34  that  sei^ence  emfa-.^'^  I  had  meuer  otttwardlie 
auowed  it^  fm^pleasure  or  awe  of  ani^Jhsh:*^^^'^  The  lelbliiUK* 
11911  pf  Beligion  in  8eodwad  beifig  made  hy  a^popiiar  ium^.ti^ 
tAeOif^n  (as^eliqppeared  by  the  destruction^HwryoUqieHMid^ 
Jiot  pniceediiig  60m  th^  Princes  ordpur/Src*"  'j(F*^^«<>S%<)4'V 
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'^lllie  rvfbfUitiQn  of  Rdigioo  in  fScotlaiid,  i^g  exhnordi-^ 
norikf  mrdti^  by  God,  tohcrein  many  thirds  were  rmmUmd^ 
deite  by  a  populare  turmilt  ami  rebelUm  of  such  as  bUndlytoere 
dmgtheworkeqf  God  biadc^edmth  their  own  passions  and 
paiiumtar  resfeds,  Ac**  (p.  31.  ecL  1608.)-^^  Take  heede 
therefore  (my  Sonne)  to  ikese  Puritanesy  verie  pefles  in  the 
ClHvob  end  commonweal  of  Scotland  f  whom  fby  long  «^ 
perimee)  liauefound,  no  deserts  can  obSih/'  Ac  (p.  4a  ed. 
1599L)    ''  Take  bead  therefere  {mf  iSoii)  to  sudk  PmtMs, 
verie  pestes  in  the  Chovch  and  common-wealey  whom  no  de- 
serts can  obUge,"  te.  <p.  34,  ed.  IGOS.)    The  foUowing  mi- 
tebee  of  the  original  edkion  (p.  51.)  was  afterwavA  onntted. 
<<  And  the  fint  that  raileth  ^painst  you,  punish  with  the  rigour 
of  the  lawe ;  for  I  haue  else  in  my  dirfs  bursten  them  with 
ooaMttvch  reason."     As  also  the  foOowii^:  *^  But  snihbe 
sdcerlie  the  first  mmtedi  to  it  {^to  meddle  with  the  poMcie  in 
the  pulpites :  And  (if  he  Kke  to  appeale  or  declyne)  when  ye 
bane  taken  order  with  his  heade,  his  bfieAren  may  (if  they 
jrfcase)  pdwle  his  haire  and  pare  his  na^lt^  as  tile  King  my 
Ofandefiidier  said  of  a  Priest.''  (pp.  lOT-^-S.)    The  fbllow. 
ing  character  of  the  Islanders  of  Scotlairi  is  also  dropped: 
''  Thinke  no  other  of  thetn  all,  tfite  as  Wdues  and  Wild 
Boarai."  (p.  43.) 

Note  K.  p.  291. 

Foreign  students  in  ^  VnkerkiHes  of  J^edtAmd^-^-^'the  re- 
pMOieii  of  the  Unli^ehdty  oi  St  An^be#s  had  extended  to 
Ran^  in  the  y«ar  1586,  ift  tttesequeaee  ^  wUeh  tb^  fUfaer 
of4he'C(Aebrated  Andrew  Rii^  porpoised  sending  hini  to  stu^ 
at  it.  (Dauberi  OtBtio  I'unebris,  sig.  **  %  prefix.  Riveti 
(^€»a,  torn,  iii.)  tlietlQlt^Ies  Of  Scoeladid  discounted  fbreign* 
stodeiftaftom  vhitbg  it  between  1584  aibd  1|^86.  The  reader 
will'  not  coiudder  the  ^llowii^  M  ttis  contdning  sA  tfie  foreign- 
ers who  studied  at  St  Ancbrews.  Aftelrae^fiear  1579,  the  names 
€(t  these  "^ho  entered  the  New  CMege  (which  was  liien  appro* 
ptIaludtoihiB  stedy  of  Aeriog3r>^^<totttsarily  recorded  in  thfe 
Mk»of  At  IMNre^     A  tfepaiale  ttt  oTOeafr  ttp|H»t^  tlf 


have  been  kept ;  but  during  Melyilll^'^  ^tij^ilMy,  fi^  1580 
to  1607>  the  ori|^  l^t  hascbeen  te^t,  and  theg^^  ir^midtis  only 
an  imperfiecit  copy  of  it,  apparently  taken  by  Robert  Howies 
}u8  successor.  Blanluf  ^e  frequently  left  in  it,  and  sometimes 
pnly  a  part  of  the  name  is  £^ven.  Dtirihg  '€^  tim^  thtet- Howie 
was  prinpipaly  the  list,  which  is  in  Mi  h^d^^tihj^,  may  be 
c<H)sidered  as  nearly  complete*  T^  !fel)^f#$§^  n&Uates  ^e  col- 
lected from  diffierrat  records  of  !^e^  isM^i^fty.  I  have  not 
Included  the  names  of  students  ftUfit^ngland  and  Ireland. 

List  of  Forejjgn  Students  at  St  A^drewsu 

An.  1588. 
Isaie  Chevallier  ^^  Gulv^lnnps  Ousteust 

Jacobus  MaceuSy  Gallus.        ,  j    v 

Petrus  Thubinn^y  Galh^f*.    :  . 

Joannes  Pur^^gaU^uiL,  (, 

Claudius  Her^diij%  Niortenf^  , 

iCreorgius  Rincoiui^  natione  jQallua  Rupellencis; 
Isaacus  Cuvillus»  natione  Gallup  $anmoiaxantinus. 
Daniel  Couppeus,  natione  )B;allus  ^degavensi^ 
Paniel  Clumelus,  natione  Galhip  ^upe|lfBm9» 
Joannes  Yignaeus,  Gallus  Nann^^mris. 

Andreas  Swendius,  NobiUsf  I^Ufit     /         .    ;^ 
Petrus  Gombaldus. 
Petrus  Chevaltus. 
Joannes  Guivihell!^. 
4i^^us  JilascK^nu^ 

,  *  Hutio^ntol  wMtOMdb  A  M.  la  159^ nn&r  tlw  dcri^tjoa  ^ 

fofccigiien  attended  the  UuTenity  during  ceTenU.  |W&^  iiOi^^:^ 
sake  of  bierit j^  I  hart  not  repeated  their  names. 


JofpuMft  Bajmoadus. 
(^Clinfftopbonis  Johannides,,  Hw^m  f:-'^ 

1596, 

Joannes  Dpochenis^ 
Jacobus  Thdoscust 
P^nis  Menancellus. 

Goddira%  Bdga, 

Callus,  ' 

Callus. 


1597. 


Georgius  Bouellus 
Jacobus  Wdand. 


Jacobus  Roudlus. 

Geriiardus  Kreuterus,  Gtrinanus  Hassus  Herfiendensis. 

1599. 

Jacobus  Cokstochiusy  (^osteckj)  Polbnus. 

Samuel  Lebn^tis  Rassedd,  Polonus. 

Joan.  Casimirus  Brandsd  Junii   F  HeidelbergQM9 

Germanus. 
Daniel  Demetrius,  Fninckendalensis. 
Joamies  Sdiesesstus. 
Riq[>hael  Golfeus.  ^ 

1600. 
Joannes  Valace,  Belga^ 


•  *  nU  BUM  doe§  not  occur  in  the  R«qordi»  Imt  it  i^  added  on  tlie  m-, 
tbofity  of  tlM  following  printed  Theat :  ^  TJk  jj^nedettinatione,  sire  Be 
CaTiit  SalvUt  et  Onmnatiuut  iCicnMB  0fa|pQtatio,  in  qi»  pnende  B. 
AsDBJEA  MxLTiyo,  Sacrar.  litenumn  Profetsore,  fit  rectore  Aeadeafae 
J^tgm  Andreaue  in  Sooda,  Bee  folente,  CHmmotaanvg  Jomustman 
Bamvi  leymdeMt.  Mkkugi  liMeiartint  RebtrtTt  Waldegrwe  Tjto^ 
•     -  "    .1596."  ' 
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Tobias  Merbeckius^  Belga  *• 
Gulielmus  Xeellingius. 
Samuel  Gerobulus  R. 

160L 

Johannes  Quada  i  Ravesteyn* 

Isaacus  Massilius* 

Petrus  k  Scharlahen. . 

Jobus  Danche,  Dordracenus* 

Andreas  Michaell. 

Guilielmus  Latinus*  , 

1603 1* 

"      Albinos  Lothofell,  Regiomontanus  Borussiuu 

Christianus  Hoffmeister,  Regiomontanus  BmisSus* 
Hugo  Tr^j^nuSk 

1604. 
Joannes  Gasciis. 

1606. 

Johannes  Bochardus,  Bdga. 
Jonte  Charisius  Severinus  Haffhietisis  Danus. 
Petrus  Petrqjus,  Hiennius  Danos. 
Johannes  Rhoduis,  Danusi . 

lecn. 

Michael  Parisius,  Gallus,  coounendatus  Collegio  ab 

Ecdesia  Diepens. 
Martinus  Claudius,  Danus* 
[^Andreas  Paulie  X.'^ 

*  See  Aawt  Typ.  Ant  p.  15^1. 

t  TIm  ragitter  of  tlic  New  6olkgt  ibm  1^03  to  I6t)7  It  fttmolt  a  blahfc. 

I  1b  the  TtaUnent  of  Walter  aaiii«i]r„««oiioiMis.of  8t  Sahrator's  Col. 
kige,  who  d«eeastd  12  Sept.  1611,  are  the  following  articles  among  **  dettin 
awaA4  tfi  the  4ei^.'*— **  It  be  Marline  Clandii  Dutchman  for  himself  6& 
kit  twa  brether  40  lib.  6f.  8  4. 
.  tk  be  Andnm  Pairtit  Dit^hnaa  at  rett  <^hit  bnlr^  9  Bh  ** 
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lEricus  Julius,  Nobilis  D^us. 
Petrus  Magnus,  Danus. 
Andreas  Claudius,  Daims« 
Magnus  Martini  Danus. 
Dafid  Bariandus* 

1610.. 

Francisco  a  I'arisiis,  Italus  Neapolitanui* 
Dauid  Barjon,  Gallus  Aquitanus« 
Andreas  Andreas,  DanuB« 

fVom  1610  to  1616,  only  (me  new  foreign  name  occurs,  frdm 
1616  to  1633,  there  is  a  conai4ei»blie  nmib^f  fdibmn,  include 
Hig  a  libqpclitan^. 

Foreign  Students  at  Glasgow. 
1585*. 
Isaac*  Mazerius,  Gallus 

1589* 
Jeremias  Barbaeus,  €«lta< 

t^etrus  Buyb^rtus,  Celta-  '" 

Honoratus  Guibivit,  C^tfu 
Josua  Buyfiertus,  Celta. 

Johannes  Riuetus,  Celta«  ' 
Jacobus  Choquetus,  Celta* 
Salomon  Cailhaudus,  Celta* 
fienatus  Pas^idus,  (^elta. 
Joanna  BlackWifyn,  Celta* 

*  DvanMg  this  jeta  Mdville  wai  at  Gla^ow.    Sff  vol.  1.  p.  31^. 
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1595. 
Petru8  BaaluB,  Cdta. 
Jacobus  Thirellus,  Celta. 
Theodoras  Thyrellus,  Celta. 
Renatus  Osseus,  Celta. 
Carolus  Ossoeus,  Celta. 
Gulielmus  Riuetus,  Celta* 

1568. 

Petras  Pagodus,  Celta* 

Petras  Verngodus,  Celta. 

,.i    ' 
Ko  other  foreign  names  occur  in  the  Records  unless  in  16d2 

•— 1624*9  when  Camero  lyas  principal  of  the  Univ^ndt/k 

Foreign  Studenu  at  Edfinbnr^    : 

An.  15921. 
QolielnHis  Ousl9His>  mister  T^rbi* 
Daniel  Plat^us,  Gallus  pro¥in#a« 
.    <MMd  BouiMrioi  GaUus. 

V     ^^^^* 
Thomas  Maserius,;  Callus. 

1597* 

Joannes  OlivunySy' GaBus« 

J«  Baldoynus  Gallus. 

CMr.  ^oIt.»3   ^  '  .,' 

159P. 
Joannes  Argerin^,  Gallus. 
Petras  Balloynus,  (jMKis. 
Hdnoruis  Argerius,  Gallus. 
Stephanus  Baldoynus. 

*  Mont.  ^1t  writei  «  ktter  from  Eaiabmli,  April  0,  1997,  to  Miv 
Tuile,  flttinister  at  Mooobap,  reooipmcndinf  Robcfft  Boyd  of  Trochrig.  U\ 
•peaks  of  scT«ral  of  hit  ooimtJTinen  wlio  Ittd  gone  to  study  at  GLugovr^ 
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leoo. 

Joachimiis  Duboucbel^  Gallasi 
tlieodomi  Du  BouizeC^^GalluSi 
Joaanes  War^^  XanoUmtenns. 

1614. 
Petrus  CouelittSi  GaUu8,I>iepeii8i94 

iiMne*  Fabtitiusy  Geneyeosis. 

NqteL.    p.  295* 

P^rockial  Sciu^ols^^The  Becord  of  the  '1  Synod  o^  that 
tNurt  of  the  Diooe  of  St  Andrews  t^  lyeth  benorth  Forth'' 
containa  a  repoirliof  the  ViaiMkiii  ofiFaridiea  in  the  years 
1611  a^d  1613*  This  report  a&rdsy  pertiapi,tmt.of  jdie  beat 
meana  of  ascertaining  the  ^xAct  state  of  adioois  widw  a^ahort 
time  Wore  the  firM  kfgistetl^eiiaetflMit  dtf  tUa  soligect. 
It  must  be  I'ecollected,  hewevet,  in  any  infisfencect  tftat  may  be 
drawn  ttom  it»  that  the  visitatioii^^  no^ieans  e«Midrt  to  att 
the  parishes  Within  the  bounds  of  the  IVaasforthian  Sywd. 

The  parishes  of  Tannadice,  Pwh,  Fettercainiy  Stnqrbrodc, 
Falkland,  Forgound>  Ebdie  ^  Kewburgfi,  tnmfrkillor,  Barrie 
or  Panbryde,  Kinfaunds,  Kmnaird,  Inditore  and  Benviet 
Miuns  and  Strickmartlnei  BruntishKidi  I^erarctie  and  Mathie^ 
and  Errd,  were  provided  with  schools.  Those  of  fiaaeobie» 
Ferry  of  port  on  Craig,  St  Vigeans,  Kilffgndie  nnd  Rak,  liC 
Logte  and  Innergowrie,  Murhous,  and  Manifuithyirere  desti« 
tote  of  schools.  Thus  the.  parities  whtdi  had,  were  more 
than  double  in  namba*  to  diO6^tWhifhJ]pd«ol»S0bools«  Where 
they  were  wanting,  die  visitors  ordered  th^m  to  be  aetup^  and 
where  the  provision  for  the  master  was  defecttve,  they  made 
arrangements  for  remedying  the  eviL  The  foUowiogi^ltfe  ex* 
tracU.  "  Forgound,  August  14*  1611. — The  skole.entertain* 
ed,  and  for  die  better  pre>risioa  of  ,it  thaie  is  ardamed  that  ilk 
v^pleuch  in  the  paroche  sail  pay  tO'  die  sfarfemaist^  xiijs.  iitjd. 
an  ilk  baime  of  the  paroche  sail  pay  vis.  viijd.  in  the  quarter, 
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Strangers  that  lure  of  ane  uther  paroche  sail  pay  xx.  or  xxxs. 
as  the  maister  can  procuir :  As  it  is  agried  in  uther  congrega* 
tionis."  This  was  "  the  common  ordor.*'— ^  Straybrok,  July 
1. 1611.  It  is  ordenit  w<  cotnon  consent  that  the  parochii^ris 
sail  give  among  them  all  for  the  maintenance  of  the  scoole  and 
scoohnaister  yeirlie  fyfUe  merkis,  and  the  minister  sail  give  iiij 
libs." — ^*  April,  1613. — It  is  reported  that  as  yet  y'  cannot  be 
had  ane  grammer  scole  in  Bruntisland,  the  councell  of  the 
toune  b^g  slaw  j^in  and  contenting  y'^selfis  w^  ane  q^  teidies 
y'  bairaes  to  reid  and  wreite.  Forsameikle  as  it  was  anes  con- 
cludit  in  ane  visitatione  y^  ane  grammer  scole  salbe  had  w^in 
y<  bruche  and  it  is  most  necess'  y'  it  be  so,  y'fore  it  is  ordain* 
.ed  y^  lettefv  be  raysed  upon  the  act  of  visita^n.'*  I  do  liot 
know  on  what  auth<N*ity  these  letters  were  raised  unless  it  were 
the  7th  act  of  the  parliament  1593.  (Act.  Pari.  Scot.  iv«  16.) 
The  viskoi^  tried  the  qualifications  of  die  teachers.  ^^  Perth, 
Apr.  la  1611.— -Mr  Patrik  Makgregor  scolem'  found  to  have 
passed  his  cdurse  of  philosophy  in  St  Leonard's  College-^-ap- 
proved." 

lliere  is  frequent  reference  to  the  trial  and  inspection  of 
schoohnaisters  in  all  the  registers  of  the  chinrdi  courts.  '<  An- 
drew dlschington  schoolm*^  of  Dunbar.  The  act  of  ye  last  sy- 
nodal! assembly  giving  the  presby terie  commission  to  try  An- 
dre disehingtoim  schoolmaster  of  Dimbar  not  only  in  his  habi- 
lity  to  travell  in  the  ministery  but  also  to  teache  ane  grammer 
sdioole  being  presentit  to  the  presb3rterie  the  brethren  ordeinit 
hitjft  to  cum  heir  yis  da^  afudit  dayies  &^or  beginning  of  his 
tryidl  to  teaehe  ane  piece  of  the  first  bo<^  of  the  georgyckes 
of  Virgill  at  the  bediming  y'of  to  try  qidiither  he  be  able  to 
teadve  ane  |fr»mner  schodle  or  not.'*  (Rec.  of  Presb.  of  Had- 
dington, Sept.  4. 1594.)—*^  It  Wes  ordanit  be  the  presbyterie 
that  the  haill  scfaoolm'*  w'in  yair  bounds  sould  be  chargit  to 
compeir  befbir  thame  that  thay  myt  not  only  knaw  how  yai  wer^ 
abill  to  instruct  the  yow'  Bot  also  diarge  thame  to  keip  ye  ex- 
ercise y*  yai  my^  be  ye  better  frequented  with  the  heids  of 
religioun."    (Ibid.  June  2.  1596.) 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Record  of  the  Kirk  Session 
VOL.  IL  I  i 
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of  Anfltrullii^r  Wetter  coikyey  cyti^m  {nfemitieB  at  to  tbe 
cii9lom  of  Oi^  times.  '<  O^t,  36. 1595«  Aimt  je  oani|4e»l 
girflP  ill  by  iiei^rie  Ci\iuntfMw>  4octor  in  ye  aohooQ  the  Sesr 
tioa  (hmh*  mei^  that  aO  the  yowth  in  the  toiui  be  caused  com 
IQ  ye  MsbooU  VI  be  t?«^^  imd  ik$t  mc  as  iv'e  puir  ibaU  he 
fumidiedYpoaelhe  oomooe  exp8Bs«»  aQ4^Qa^|wirjr«foi» 
to  ooiii  ta  8QMI9  belp  of  «ic  thiag  as  thay  neid  andre^^  ^baU 
be  refua^d  to  ^n^  And  as  for  ac  hb  ar«  9b)e  to  si^st^io  their 
barnea  at  th^  fcbooii  Se  do  th?tf  d^witie  to  tbe  tea^ar  for 
thaoii  thay  sb^  be  coonnaodit  to  put  them  la  th^  adMxdl  yt 
Ibey  may  b^  bi^bt  ¥p  in  th^  &k  of  God  and  vertue«  qlk  if 
tbiy  fefiiN  t^  do»  tJMiy.9b<iU  ba  oalUt  bofor^  the  smsim  ft  ad« 
aasfiigfcpd  of  liber  d^aretie  aftd  if  eft#r  udmaajtiffn  they,  niead 
aot  Ibea  $1^^  of4o^  shall  be  tak^  w^  theop  a4  the  diaciNHioa 
0f|hei«9«i99  Apdthema^sti;9teaftQQttBBala«baUbadc9qntd 
^lak^  tb«^  tba  vmrl^r  piqwH^its  £^  tb<r  «biM  wd  aae 
dawe^  efter  thf»F  dis^retio^  for  ye  dtyas  meat.a^  it  ffh^  ^ 
al^ovt  n4Q  d^opb  wbidder  they  fal^  tber  b^^nc^.tp  tbQ  acho^U 
or  not." — ^'  18  of  November.  Anent  the  puirs  it  is  thogfat.aaeft  y! 
i^vuiitatioiidiaKbi^,  W^d  yt;  nk  help  shall  be  «md  to  then^ar 
a^gath  V  smi3\p  yl  ^19  nf4  ttayc^  to  seib  ^  Ihcp^  fei&  a»d 
tl^  jQfra^  ^baU  ge^  oa  a}«Ei99a  bot;  oa  Q^A^I^i^ 
tb9sd^(^  ^s«  w«M)^  w  doea  sbi4  boha^,  and  th^  mmm. 
of  ttbejT  b^  ab«U  be  tbH^  shall  b^  4me  h^im  grwtad  ta 
tjl^eaft  f^rie  da^  ^bfi^v  the  ^oam  ^  sailf;  tbor  wm^  wo.h^pr  i^ 
the  mw>i%  f^^  i^yi^  ta»  ten  41  m^y  fr^  twdl  t«  $^.  mi.M 
^^yghfc  fra  sax  boai*  furtb  wd  tbft  p^pl^  are  to  be  de^yicf4  to 
b^  bolpful  M>  910 1^  will  gifa'tbi^ffiiMf  t^  M^y  vevt«f»  an4  49^or. 
H^ara  ^  d^att  lywdly  vl  Aem  la  dryi^e  them  t»  ^  eft^jreir 
tiM^"^^*  A^.  1^  l«i6<~S^arift  wftA  witbii^  tb^  towii  y^  b<» 
b4ini««  4>lld  put  bis  baifnes  tp  the  scboetfct  apd  f^x  Ofane 
bairaesiddgir  tensh.iH  the  quarter  and  hf^  fred  of  giveanic^ 
bot  at  y**  owning  plesura/*^-^^'  Sept.  7*  1600.  Item  anoit  tt^i 
Qchooll  agrfid  w^  benrie  Cunyngham  that  the  purepf  the  town 
shall  be  put  to  th^  [][8qko(^  and  sa  many  of  them  as  has  iiigyae. 
and  he  takes  paines  upone  shall  giv  fyv  sb.  in  the  quarter  qlk. 
the  session  sail  pay,  he  shall  try  out  die  baimes  they  8«U  b^ 
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br^ht  befotr  the  Bession  be  the  elders  of  the  quarters  the  ms^ 
nonjsun  eiil^  them  to  the  scoUand  try  ther  perfiting  ft  tacaus 
teeomptn^  according  to  his  pames  ft  tber  ^dtig  a^  as  fiir 
▼ther  yt  are  tiot  able  to  pfit  yt  thay  may  reid  or  wret,  whiddri^ 
it  be  for  want  of  ingyn  or  tym  to  await  on^  sic  sidl  h^  caused 
to  leani  tb^  Ltodes  prayer  die  edmades  ft  beler  the  heod^  of 
the  catechisme  y^  ar  demanded  on  the  examinatioa  to  ye  ooof- 
muflilin  ^Ik  tmvell  also  the  sesrion  wiH  acknowledge  ft  recom- 
pense and  As /or  die  standing  yearKe  dewetie  referes  that  t^ 
the  coB^dl  of  the  town  to  tak  ordo<^  w<."  (Record,  «t  sup.) 

Note  M.  p.  301. 

H^SAoidofEdinburgk^^TbjBfolkmixignia}^ 
CdtecU  edntmh  the  earliest  regulatieiis  for  this  senonary  thai; 
i  have  observed. 

^'  July  SlplSBS.  The  samin  day  the  forme  and  erd^ut  of 
^air  GraitoBier  scht^e  being  preaenUt  and  red  before  thanie 
They  raHfyet  «id  approve  the  samin  And  ordanis  It  tol^  r^ 
gpsdfat  IB  thair  Coiuisall  bulks  quhairof  the  teaor  foUoiris. 

**  The  ^inibun  Counsall  and  advyse  of  the  rycht  honoft* 
bai  JMbr.  Jebn  prestoun  of  bamis  ane  of  the  Senators  of  dM» 
College  of  JiUdce  M'<  Jhone  acfaerp  Tliomas  Craig  John  Nidi^ 
aouti  John  Russell  Willaan  Ofiphant  ft  James  Donaldsoun  ad- 
vocat6»  Mi.  B^bett  Reflock  p^cipifi  oi  the  colledge  of  £d' 
He«ry  N^it  prorost  Alex.  Peirsou^  James  Nesbit  bttffliea  ef 
Xd^  Williatt  Napier  deyne  of  giU  of  ^  samyn  M'*  Wal- 
ter balcamquill  James  Balfour  and  William  Watsoun  inhiistefa 
At  Ed'  Mr  Waiiaiti  Scott  writter  convemt  in  the  said  edledge 
M  Dec.  159?  fol*  provydii^  of  Kaisters  to  the  Graramer 
iohole  of  Bd^  as  loUows : 

«'Iit  piwts  Thdy  Aittk  best  and  expedient  that  thatr  be 
feuro  lern^  and  gocBie  men  appoindt  regents  to  teadie  die 
dfammer  schole  of  Ed'  m  all  tiin^  cumming  be  finire  stver^dl 
elfteses  m  manner  fdibwiiig. 

^  Tbe  firrt  eias  a»d  tegent  diairof  sail  teache  the  first  and 
secund  rudiments  of  Dumbar  with  the  Colloques  of  Cmrderius 
And  on  Sonday  Catechesis  palatinatuS.    The  secund  regetit 

ii2 


BOO  NOTES. 

gaU  teache  tbe  roles  of  the  first  pait  of  PelisM  wiA  Ckse- 
rois  findliar  epistilks  And  to  mak  Mm  venioii  Uuryse  is  Hm 
odSk  And  to  teadie  thame  on  aondajr  ike  Jvretmd  C&ieM§e 
UdHk  kU  end  in  latme^  with  ouid  de  tritUhu.  The  dnfd  re- 
gent saU  leadie  the  second  part  of  Feliato  wiA  die  8iq»|dement 
of  EiasBHia  Sintaxis  Terence  The  Metamorphosia  of  Ooide 
with  huqohannania  psalms  on  Sonday. 

'<  The  ferd  sail  teache  the  third  part  of  Pelisso  with  Boqn- 
hannanis  PhModta,  Taleus  figores  Sc  rfaeloridc  figore  Con- 
strootionia  Thome  Linaeri  Virgelios  Salosdos  Gesaris  Com- 
mentaria  Sc  florus  Ooidij  epistole  and  the  hertttck  nsahnea  of 
Buqohannane  on  Sonday. 

**  Bkane  of  the  foresaids  four  regeatis  sail  teache  thair 
da*  in  severall  howssis  and  to  this  efSfect  the  hie  schole  sifi  be 
devydit  in  four  howssis  be  ^re  parpennis. 

'*  Item  to  the  efik;!  thak  may  be  the  better- harmMye  be* 
twix  the  saidis  four  regentis  in  their  procedoor  ffid'teachehig 
.and  that  thai  may  tbe  bettir  answer  for  th^  dewtie  diadiairges 
simplieiter  maisters  or  others  person&qahatsttmeTir  of  leadheieg 
.f»f  ony  rudiments  or  ony  uther  buik.  of  latine  in  eny  of  thair 
'lecture  scholis  Swa  that  the  first  regent  may  be  the  nttr  ao- 
aweraUU  in  grunding  And  instructing  thame  in  Rudimenla. 

'^  It  is  alwayis  pvovydit  in  favoum  of  the  lecture  scfaolis 
That  nane  sail  be  resauet  in  the  said  first  clasbot  he  ^pihe  can 
.ireid  first  perf^tlie  Inglis  with  sum  writt  and  the  aikid  fitst  re- 
gent sail  nawayes  be  aufferit  to  teache  any  tiie  first  a  b  e  hi 
:redik)g« 

,''  Item  the  said  ferd  segent  sail  be  principeB  df  die  said 
sdiole  and  regentis  and  have  the  owersicht  of  thame  vD  tIz 
he  sail  sie  and  animadvert  that  every  aneef  die  regents  keip 
diair  awin  houres  maner  and  fbrme  df  teacheing^pieBei^iie  sett 
doune  and  that  thai  and  iikane  of  thame  continuallie  awaitt  idl 
the  day  lang  upoun  the  sc^ole  in,  teaching  ^  exennnh^  diair 
bayrnis  And  that  all  the  saids  regents  dieprinoipall  as  weU  as 
the  other  thrte  infireouris  ilkahe  of  thame  teache  thair  awin 

♦  ••  The  Cfctechesis  laitlic  sett  out  in  latin  >crse."  (Mimit«  of  Oct.  10. 
1598  fol.206,b.) 
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dasr  and  that  ilkafie  of  tiiame  use  correction  upoun  thair  awin 
^iplea  except  in  greit  k  notoriots  faltd  adi  die  foute  t& 
be  assemb^in  ane  houB  and  have  the  prindpall  regent  lo  pu- 
nds  tilt  same. 

"IICBi^Aellegenfeof  Hutaanitie  erectet  in  the  college  safl 
teaehe  fceaitie  y*  iUiietbHck'  of  Caasartder  The  oraci<ifiniis  of 
Cicero  And  sail  cans  his  schoUers  owlklie  mak  schbrt  decla-' 

^'Itam  ^  sdl  ^a<ihe  Horace  JtiTencdl  Plautus  The  grdfc 
grannner  wiiii  certane  greik  anthores  And  as  the  bayrnia 
leamii  ane  Qmdoim -of  Cicero  he  sail  cans  thame  every  ane  of 
tbame  severally  declame  the  samyn  pnl^ictKe  in  the  schole. 

<*  Convenit  in  the  Coimsale  hous  9  Jan^'J  1597  Bedirectioun 
oirtke  kirk  and  Counsell  zisderday  Hie  provost  James  Nesbit 
Alex'  Peirsouft  baillies  with  Mr  Waker  bdcanqull  &  Mr  Wil- 
liam  ^f\ttsomi  nhS&tth  Mr  James  Donaldson  &  M^  Wil- 
liam- Scott  Agreyeir  thait  th^  persones  fbllo^ng  Mr  George 
Hadafcing  sail  be  the  llirst  regent  Laurence  Pac(^  iiecmid  Mr 
Mr  JHonn  Balfbor  Hirid  &  Mr  Aleir  Home  ferd  veaA  principall 
&  MBftg^^aneprmf  of  their  teacheingquhill  mertymes  next  al- 
knerlie  Add  td  begin  at  Cand^as  fie^t  And  to  pdbleis  Audit 
diqrM%«fitre  be  proelfisnAddun -^ow  llio  town  tii^  pt^isioun 
clothe  Grammer  schole  with  sufficient  tnaisters  That  ^e  ba3rr- 
ia»  may  cenverfe, 

^^^Hesfihodtt  guid  to  mak  the^feyisand  quarter  payments  of 
the  iaida  r^ents  in  tWs  maner  viz  The  first  &  secuiid  re- 
gents sail  htff  quarterlie  ilkanie  threttein  schilling  four  penneis 
Tlii  thrid^Q^fteeir  sdiillihgs  and  llie  fc^d  and  principafl  twen- 

Ijr  WHtlHlga* 

<*  Thair  ieyh  iiie  first  and  secund  ilk  ane  twenty  pund  The 
t]Hri44b«R^  merits  imd  Uie  principall  twa  hunder  merics  The 
samtn^^y  the  finr^saida  )[irovests  baillies  and  Counsall  dis- 
chiairgea'att  masters  regents  and  teachers  of  baymis  in  diair 
Graaamer  s^oie^of  ^  craving  &  resaving  of  any  Mejris  syhrer 
of  thenr  barynia  and  sdiolers  As  alswa  of  any  bent  sylver  ex- 
cqvtand  fiour  pennas  at  ane  tyme  alla^rlie.^*  (Renter  of 
Town  Council  of  Edinburgh^  vol.  x.  fol.  19S»  b.) 
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"*  Mar.  9.  l%\it  The  fiibft  4«y  tl^  PloMt  btWici 
fcc.  Oriaoii  m  aD  Qrne  cvming  Mr  Jolmiia  |tc«  vb^  ^ 
ibm  Ue  scoQle  To  irip  wd  obfl^v#  die  retdfo  luid  erdcMviff 
following  In  teidiing  the  schoUen  of  the  irynjat  Jaa^tvak 
tkBt  the  Rodvneatam  be  all  m^  eae  i^ivcvr  AmA  that 
Oambar  ^udiaents  be  onlie  teadied  et  msi^  a)ipfeited& 
Q^navit  11%  the  cnntrie  the  fim  pekl  wfaairQf  19  ene  iatfoiJUe- 
tion  to  the  fint  pairt  of  the  Dispautens  grammerandllie'iitbvr 
Ban  9etvmgm  me  hitr«i4uctie«in  te  the  aeewA  p#ft  eC4>tt^ 
pauter  And  that  thair  be  ce^fojok  thairwvih  4ie  voaririw^ 
ftniiiihurgHis.^  for  pvao^  of  decljn»afl^  4i^  <agy*»twtn  aai 
the  4i^<;bea  e£  Ci^  Aa  for  pf  axia  ta  ^  wther  pain  of  the 
radiiamti..  ^V 

*^  Thalt  fh^  sefiund  ckuiae  leame  De«paiitera  ftmt  ypn  aa4 
cpi^jHie  ^irwith  Cer4eiii]A  WhHim.C^lpqaia  6i>a9«i  The 
hq)^  q^Ues  (^  Cicero  Cellectit  be  msssmm^^i^  <inrtlowian 
thay  enter  into  1^  tlM4  boik  «f  the  fiiat  ^^  Thi»  4Mbe 
^jMrrcei»it  in  thenp^  aa4  vemQiMafrf^iM^ 

<<  Tbat  tiie  thir4  da*^  learae  De^aut^i^' aefMiKK  piwrlrapt 
thaifwith  4»fi  fimili^r  qpiiBtl^  eC  C^ceia Jiia  ^seali««^^  gfia^g 
tote  or  de  Anokv^  aQ44;het  Tereaee:ba  e^^c  fm  cif  their  lea* 
fi^9^ii  And  gjf  it  be  fiwcl  gmie  ta  gjf  tlnuwa  4iPa  iagpesa  in 
pae^  to  lotevpisatatiow  4^  of  Oiu^epMe^  M 

also  to  hald  tham  exerceisit  in  theamia  and  epiirtlw^ 
•  <<Andtbatthe<Qc4«biwelea^e  the  third  aaA^KIBt] 
of  D^fiqpiauter  with  »ooie  ftbles  of  Qvid  hin 
YirgUl  adjoyniag  tbairwitb  QnMnto^a  CSonwee  «r  43eii|Ki&  GaiaiP* 
meataria  And  g^f  th4  b^  naiir  ^piible  3iieMiuii''^^A*A-4ff| 
thair  exercises  be  in  versbanis  making  of  Theaaija  hMdoPf 
and  makiag  of  v^is  aa  tbafr  qawito  aorris  thaiea;       •    •    • 

«<  And  that  the  hie  elasse  leame  thf  BNnecigna  aMaii  ef 
Cicerq  bia  Qratiewies  or  de  QraAore  or  daC^efia  Oraiiwiiiii 
Salust  Plautu^  Horace  Jnv^ei^  PaniHS  Aa&4M|l^  ttaki  1m  «^ 
erciaad  ic^  Qratiounis  CoppoatiQima  vaiWHmr  fiioA  im. 


^  MmtmSf^  ^  SelMiatiaAt  dw  ^numatieii,  wm  a  nilNa  of 


<|t&«i»  gift  Better  tluum  A&d  that  pfose  iRid  r^tm  h^  taught 
dtmnia]^#  And  ^  tdlolie  the  greik  grammei'  Lytfmd  ^ 

^  And  that  thak  be  repetitioiutis  and  disputes  everie  oidk 
Mclyk.l^rse  piri^ict  eummnatiofonis  yeiriie  in  presence  of  the 
iiiiiaiien8'«itd.iiiiiigi8tr«tb  Thefim  to  be  in  the  begiaiai^  Kxf 
Mi^aai  thi»  nthtr  the  t^eotie  day  of  October  quhen  the  hie 
daaie  pasM  to  &e  College  And'thcct  nane  be  suierit  to 
nwiWiA  iiNtbe  wAoote  or  pas  to  the  Collage  hot  quha  efter  ex- 
aoMaiiieii  me  ivtigk  wordiie."    (IbM.  toL  ntm.  fo)  I67i  b.) 

Note  N.  p.  301. 

Grammar  Sekcidl  tf  Pri3$0npans.r^Tke  fbll(ywJng  k  the  ac« 
iBoutof  Hoftie's  adnusiion  to  Uiis  ddiod^  ^*  A%  badintoua  y« 
^4)f  <Auiiji606«  The  q^^  day  Mr  J^  ketwmkmofy^  paa» 
•^dotti^.y^  fimBt^m  of  Mr  AJa^^  hornne  to  be  vehoohn'  of 
y«  Sdiooki  of  y<»  paaia  feandit  be  Mv  Jf^  DavediKNM  for  hi* 
strudioiuie  of  the  youth  in  bcbrew  greek  &  kiine  si^bseryyet 
.te  yah  to  qidiaina  Mr  Jo''  davedia&e  gave  power  to  noiat  y^ 
mm<^^  tttm^si»  j^  pbrie  alloiHt  and  ordenif  y^  noderator  ie 
^erk  to  aid)S«^e  y*  samiae  hi  y  name*  q'^  yay  ded.  As 
atooapjieait  yt  y«  m^  hkk  &ij^  paais  said  be  viwted  vpony^ 
ai^4ch^  af  Jolij  next  to  €om#  to  ad|^isu«toe  of  y""  said  Mr 
AUn'  to  y^  said  offiea  t^  Tkttois  wer  appoyntit  ^t  Ar^  os- 
w^aU.Mr  Robett  WaSaoa  lifo  George  gN/it  Mr  aadvo  blade* 
MlAMraaiiaMBglrireto  tc«dk.''^<«A.t  SaSqurettoua^  Jdy  8. 
MM.  Hm  hiiUpariieiietfaiB  being  p^Ut  how  yay  lyiddt  of  y« 
aaM  Mr  Akd^  w<  tnUilrftia  oangeat  being  panieidody  imfwy- 
M^M^ffW^ y^pMhf(M0g  Hf  Ubtfi  »d  y*  wilhngBes  to  aeoept 
Md  reeat  htm  to  y«  said  ofto#  (i^Mpdft  y*  Mad  Mr  Atex^  wes' 
adatkiiri^y^taidrffeal^hi  Qfft^mafy''  a^pifobaOne  botb  ef 
iftfeatide  Of  y«  j^riedKMl  f*^  boA  y*^  ane  and  y^  t«ihar  tmk 
y^iMMi  Ak«P  be  y»  hted  di  y^  haai  magiatrfatk  yatlemw 
A*  mnaaiit  pailiekm»ev#  Ifiit  i^dtf^^ 
ftetitaneeeify^wariEy^  iitMittatabtritoetoy*saul3ehode 
as  also  to  keipt  y^  said  Mr  Alex'  and  his  schoUeris  skaitMia 
ftutte  for  Aff^l«r«alhort«teig  ^  f^  said  (W^>  h  wsa  thaufht 
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metM  jf<  y^  haill>irittton4rp«ijc)imM  j^Qk  sudd  enter  y<^  «aid  Mr 
Alex^  intQ  y^  said  schAo^  &  y'  {Mir..hii|i  .t^iich«  q^^  alse 
wes  doone  "     (Rec.  of  Presb.  of  Haddington.) 

Tke  Parliament,  in  the  course  of  that  yemr,  erected  *^  in  ane 
pan>d)e  ]urk>"  the  Jdrk  Imilded  ^*  betbe  labo«ris  fMi|^  and 
tepeoia  of  iMiq*^  Mr  Jolme  daaidMMia*'  and  xatofiod  .the 
school  founded.iod  d^ted  by  Um  ^  Smt  teadhing  ^  hstm 
gnek  and  Hebrew  toui^''  ( Ad,  Faik  Scvt.  in  SM^ 
.  In  a  charter  graoled*  Nov.  ia  i6i5»>hy  Jobs  Ui|WiU«>4)f. 
Pre8taa»  fis  wfi^iec  cfihe  landt  Qiai  which  lh«  kfrk^and  sebod 
were  buHt,  it  is  narrated^  that^tht  lale  Mr.  Johp  Davidson 
had  deserved  highly  of  tbp  whole  church  and  coiiuu9nwealth, 
and  fartici|h«dyiArf'  Ai^.pafiish  ;af  4idt|M»slo^v  '<h«. having 
pceadicdfiiv  vuixf  yeara.intbiapaiiib  wi|ibeat«»y  fee  orre^ 
wiiMi^huiki«l>h«»i«W:?l^feqaf^a.  spleqdid  churchy  fupMshed 
%ith  :&tl«rge.tf)o«k)[  ij^zmmsa^  #Bv4^l^  anA-4Hdi»rjpe9tiaaiits» 
wiAjui  aoee  <rftMib)i^  laadibrja  gleke  to  the  q^ntfteri.  aod 
having  resolved  ^  appfiari  ftom  bia  iestamtm)  tOi;sdl  his 
whole  patrimawalr  iaheritaiHae,  oopHiatiiigof  vcdit^hla  Ifnowte^ 
aid  lands  taDunfioEiiiliii^  and  to  devote  thte  whole.  prpduce^.to 
ifae  8uppoatdof:tbe>diiiii^  aiKl  miaii^  of  the  ;said  pafiah, 
wkiohpuqMse  bci  a^idd  hav0  carried  inftoexecutioi^  if  he  had 
not  haan  prevanled  .by  dealh/'  It  .|he»  goes  on  to,  state : 
<i  Dictns  quondam  Mag^star  Joannes  X^ai^edtMum^  Areavi  quon- 
dam ^^gOL'Vacat*  hariaw  iifU,"  Ao^.  *'^  ai»  ^^  wh^:h^  yur- 
chaiwd  fVopiwehfffiniHhftrlaft  excdleatfcoBse  tia.i^^nmMa^chool 
ibr  the  edncation  trf*  the  youtb^cf  tha  parM^rini:«99!i  letl^n* 
acia«oas<  and  virtiu(  Qa  ^ellii^  JiqijM.  ^  the  A»|tfft  ia;a%r- 
wanbispeciied]]  aad•tofu^aisha^nipaa4^&r,^#Wter.oC^ 
sehool  her  J>aqueathed  all  bis  jucnreabl^f^ayi^  l^hii^ifsehold 
fcigdtme^hia  jolothesi  Us  iibrery,  (¥wi»|iQg  (^^  ^f!g^  ^q0«c- 
ti«n)'<i£  boaks  of  all  kinds^  hit  jbtUa  md  <^))jg»t^oi#  for.d^>ts 
«win^hia9,  andalLihe  money  io  his.po68e(|iiipn»  with:tb^^- 
^««ption^ofoerla»iegadeato«hisftj«o4^  .^hfi$ei;af  Morti- 
flcatioik,  among  the  P^>ers  q£  the  KkJk  Swwifjrtff!^*^^' 
pans.) 

|t  ^^pears  fh)m  thi«  flocumept  thilt  D^^ 
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of  Ihdiifismilifie.    '^Mag.tJ^tnnes  .dabell**  wtt  master  of  ibe 
sdiod,  ii^en.^ii8'<khartel:  was  girexu 

^     ,  ^     1^0^  Q,p.  442-.     ;  „  '.      ' 

WwMjufrs  o/J/m^^'Aft^m&i^-^Under  the  jrear  15&1>  b^  giv^ 
^e  foBowihg  aecaihit'^f  .#ter^M(«s itKMl  pi<diAly  Ihb  lirfll  imOi* 
ik^on.  f^^iOtsn  ^d  I  fiM^pHt  idtPHut  9ini  o^n^y  poesiep  to 
wtt,  the  ^ksmplioQ  i^^die'^aoyaitt  lilatMr^  Ml  <if  Ju^* 
6e&l%«r>  w*  Mm  aifaffitstioiies  Jbr  wan^i^  cyf  kirfc  ai^  eoun- 
trejr;*'  (Dur?,  p;  fifU^«)/tfe  ti^^mkt  Mslorjr  of  4i^  iife  al  An- 
itruther,  prefixed  toHbii  Biftryi  be  say^:  "^  Jn  the  y«ar  1^8  I 
eowsit  |irint  my  Caiedhme^  Ibr  die  t)tofit  of  ny  peifile  a»d 
bestowii  y'vpoit  l^re  Ikitfider  vnrka  i|^hilk  GN^  mtfred  tbe 
hm  <3£iL  n^slr.godife  €»d  l^ag  frted  Hto  firalie  »iB»  lo  me  in 
ka  Ibvyt  effiBct :  of 4h«  [[quMft^]  l4<eilHM»i  «4d#ttH;,  |>otoould 
never  to  my'  knoNd^e  aMem  te-a-lMmder  morka  Ufain*  for  the 
iMuksT  ^(ibi  p.  10;)  Tina  i«re  book  waa  piiUished  ttuder  the 
feUowing  titie:  ^  A  Spirit^ali  iPropme  of  a  Pastouc  to  hia 
Peof^e.  *Hebi  5t  12. '  ¥m  whom  k  behootied,  tsq*  Jam.^  1. 
19^  2U  %*  Andaa  myt'MoMi  bfotfami,  ^e^  C^^^^^gbt 
Pl^ed  iyy  Eobert  W«ide*gime  Printito  iot  die  Ktngf  tMaieatie, 
Cum  PriYilegio  Regie' V^  It  it  in  ^«acl0,  a»d  cpaticlsvof 
187  pftges.  Oa  idio  lia^k  of  the  tide  pag«  are  '^  Coa^nia  of 
dM^  ftiik.''  The^^  j^m^  Bedieoimi^  a  acUreB«ecl  >'  To  the 
Rieierende  FadieM  a^id  Bvediren^  GUkn  (^  tho  Cof^seij^tion 
of  l[firaiiiy>  ncid  hiUIl  ftodie  committed  to  their  gooeraia^M^nt." 
-«<*  R^coiae  Reuemnde  Patllera»  kimag  lH«diren»  aa4  4m 
ftotk,  lim^SpirituM^  Prvpine  r  conttin^ig^in  short  sunNoe  the 
sidxBtitoee  of tiiat  exeveiae  of  iryidlk  wherewith  ye  aie  aefoaiiit-. 
ednn  dayly  doctrine^  bofere  3^0  commimitate  at  the  TAlp  of 
die  Lorde^  togidderwMi. die. grounds  of  the  doctri^etof.godli- 
nesse  ai^  sahuitien,  sentry  oed  In  H  peooe  4>f  net  irapii^ifipid 
and  verieprofitidile  Poesie/'  &c.  It  ia  dated^'  From  4^(wu» 
thety  the  20>dagr  of  NoiDmbop,  1598.  Your  Pisstor^.louing 
and  faithful  be  the  ^ra^ie  of  God  vnto  the  death,  J  amis  Mal« 

a  OCIbe  laiprfnt  jii^si^f^ed  firom  the  title  to  the  second  part. 
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mthJ*    There  fMow  mmxMih  coonnetKbCdry  q^iiie  wtoric,  bj 
M.R,D,  [[Mr  Robert  Dane^;  M.  I.  IX  [[Bfo  Jete  Dcvxbon;] 
A.  M.  QAndrevr  Meirilk:]  M.  I.  L  [^Mr  John  Jalmston;] 
M.  W,  S.  CMr  Wfflimn  Scott;]  M.  I.  C.  and  M.  I.  C.  Cpro- 
baUy  Mr  J^m  ttid  Mr  JametrCaranduieL]]    They  «re  aH  in 
Scetoh,  except  due  mibtcribed  A*  M.  wtikh  is  in  Lstin^  and 
acoonpanied  with  a  translation,  proMblyby  Jaates  Meiville. 
The  firft  part  of  tlM  Work  ia  in'inrose^  and  oo— iiH  af  |Mrajenr 
and  medytatioM  iuhed  t&  diCnrent  oi»iiion%  diractioos  for 
8eif-exaninatioii>  and  **  the  iimm^  of*  trjrall  and  exannatiany 
taken  of  all  fA  aa  ar  adukt^  tcK  dir  lUbi*  mi  die  Lovd,"  in 
qoestioiiaad  answer*    Iha  Sbooadfvtia  k  potttff  and  is  in- 
Cradiiieed  by  the  fi^owing  tMet'^A  Mormg^  Viaaon:  or 
Pbem  for  the  Plraotise  of  Piatie,  in  Deaolidn,  Faith  and  Re- 
pentance: Whereas  *e  Lords  Brayea,  Bdeafe/andiJonHaanda, 
and  sa  the  a^ole  CatecMme,  and  rigfta  ^mUmtai^m  hurg% 
exponed.**    U  h  prsfaoed  by  a  loeCfiefltf  dedicafi<»i  to  ^  lamea 
die  8ext,  Kmg  of  ScaStas,-  and  Prince  of  Poets  in  Mb  kn- 
gnage;**    and  contains,  amoi^  otbav  de«otiokial'  aad  aaarai 
piacea,  a  siagakr  campeakian,  aes  to  nnnk^,  and  endded: 
^  Ceieosam  Nanrticnn :  The  Seanuais  fikofte  or  motaail  ex- 
hortation, to  ga  forward  in  the  ipiritudl  ▼ojage." 

In  gnring  an  acoount  of  Greatiies  agaiaat  the  impaaitsan  of 
prdacj  on  die  Chnrdi  of  8oad«id,  Koi^  saya :  **  I  httre  abo 
aeen  aMtde  poem  in  prtnt,  eaBed  die  Jhcfc  BaiiiT,  ^r  a  La^ 
mefMHtm  &fi^  KM  afBMUmdy  ooMpAed  by  Bfe  Jauc^Md- 
VW,  soowtiaie  Mkdr  il  AbsMAmt  and  near  confynad  iit  Eng- 
land, 16^11.''  (Hnt«  ppw  Sl)~8;f)  i  hate  notnos wMi  u  cofj 
oi  the  printed  wonc,  but  a  BM*  i^oham,  canauanicalad  toF  die 
by  Robert  Gfahain,  Es^  oontaina  a  poeoK  idask  I  hare  no 
doubt  is  a  transcript  of  thsa  to  whaahJtaw  salbfa*  It  k  en- 
titled The  OadclmtM,  and  cansiitt  af  S$  stanraii  Vrefisaad 
to  it  is  die  date, ««  Novei^Mr  IMl.** 
Thefidiowing  stanzas  feral  pwi  of  thai  aooidionb    - 

The  air  was  cleart  w<  ^yt  and  sd^  doods 
hard  firoist,  w<  frequent  schours  of  hail  and  snow 


into  ye  Jiidit  Aeiistoraae  Tiacl  i»kii  diOfi^ 

and  balfoiill  WUow^  en  y9  s€«  diflk  blaw 

xiien  beastk  aadk  foiito  vtfitfr  3^  b#&4B  4id  draw 

fam  yan  to  find  3^  fhustiof  iiBMMi^  tiwift 

qi^n  dbd  w^  snaw  was  sand,  wodd  crag  and  cUft. 

I  satt  at  fyra  wvfllrgi^tdit  in  mjr^euA 
The  gtarviag  Bfmwwm^sla^  wii^4iiw  ohei{M 
T#  reid  ane  qukyie  1 4o  h^Imki^  WIB9  bo*tt&  9 
Ini^ ane  paniie, .^ pratli«.|^ifii« peipp«d^ 
and  moved  n»jfotev  i  ioiM&Mi  riieipedi 

To  ^  gii^  roibm  wald  ciun  in  and  byde. 

Finr  {nqpie  flotklb  I  te«#  bard  ye  aiiig^ 
¥<  at  my -wivittw  one  yesimnier  day ^ 
ted  nov  aeii  iniilait  Mdte  doit  ye  iNik^ 
Iftfagr  yaeMtor  14 my  bona  &  stay 
Tilllt  be.'fius  and  y«m^  yoas  f»  yl  way 
Ant  trewlie  ^ons  be  tireated  curteoudie 
$md  MJitMg  tiwi Jli  il  in  <iy  jitode. 

'..^-    CwBiB^siieitMilmiiWelewn  vetfOie, 
SaM  I,  &  douB  i  aatt  me  b»  ye  ^fve. 
Then  in  cams  robein  reidbreist  minrelie 
and  8ouiipi»&  lodgk  at  n^  lians  Hmyrt: 
But  (me  ye  meme  I  him  foewed  to  tyre ; 
for  phrtma  Mfcyaing  snortte  hka  aHwrd. 
J  gme  him  Iti^  and  iifA  giM  Mbeh^  lUrd^ 

ThepaeltbstakeaUm  t»U»medftatieM^  aM  sees  ^fuU 
tcleirlie  in  ai 


Ane  woman  w<  ane  omaUe  countenance 

Wt^  finCt  ftcft  and  garisch  i»  attyfe 

Ane  croon  of fha^vpene  hji^  lifid^didf  {[j^iMiee^ 
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hir  clothes  w«r  ^UDOriicotiinr  hir  {^jdsffrfit} 
ane  heauie  zock  layd  oGNt  liir  neck  Jlr*{[^e]]     ^  ^^ 
of  reidane  scepter  io.bkliKidfcfae*bMk  t:  > 
m  riche  aray  cit  lUUe  leiDe  end  piinr*    ' . 

Hoysed  wp  one  hie  wpoaea  rojal  tlunme 
thair  feirclie  saU  aboae  ye  woman's  head 
(which  b«I4kki|iidrf«iir.aadaU^^nidMie    •      i 
as  presoaer)  ape  famiMnd  Lyan  ireid? 
Iliis  lyo«  craftieAxea  t«a  did\feid : 
aod  roiind  about  hjg  itoettaia  wahmtkired 
to  haue  ye  k0ipiiig'«f  bia'adiaipiadnmeed. 

After  the  leq[Murd|  ^^  the  Lyons  gnt  Ueuteaant,"  Ins  fenced 
the  court,  and  a  woU^  *^  dad  in  silk,^  has  made  ^^  aaepreitch- 
ingall  of  woU  and  miik^"  the  Lbn  (the  Kiig)  isdedared  m.- 
preme,  and  at  his  ji^iU.juid  pleaAire  dieiwishrta  (tfiei  lMiNips| 
are  set  over  the  flock ;  on  which  the  captive  Mj-  btieaks  out 
into  a/'  heavje  Lam^nlfitioiWi"  wMah*f<9Mpi0t  the  test  af  the 
poem,  .  r      .  .   .       , 

In  the  same  MS,  is  aAOlh^r  p9em  (of  6e>il*n«aa)  en  tho  same 
sul^ct  with  the  preceding,  evidently  composed  hy  James  Md- 
ville,  and  entitled:  '^  Tbrie  niay  keip<»MQseU  give  twa  be 
away;  or  Eusebius,  Hemrtwpitusi HeraeMtolSi!'  jaemojoritufriytx 

I  laucht  to  sie  boir  tords  ar  maid  of  louns 
And  how  thai  ar  intiretted  in  our  touns. 
Quber  sumtyme  thai  war.^Hft  $Mr:to  Dajkcit  yaite  .   > 
ffor  rockis  Jk  Mifom^  ^  if^yHs  ytrcome  sp  naac  yame. 
I  laucht  to  sie  thame  ofiw.^ielt  ov^  ye  flocks    . 
Who  come  to  CQiiCrl,  |i^4b4ur  auM  mtrflia&.aocfc^ 
Quher  thai  war  nocbt  rc^pairdit.  with.a»e  JM<^*  .  "  ^ 
By  king,  by  cowrVior  wy  ^f  biS)h#uSir 

I  laucht  how  Jon  &  glKMrge  who  wmRjnott  scliiriKHis 
ar  lords  advaiioed  (tfjGksfow,& 
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how  wi1KcQi$  ttnUnm,  amdeni,  &  ihe  laif 
by  perjurie  &  playing  of  the  knaif 
ar«tyllitiiig^oBri«th«nreu€reiid   * 
who  8c«rriB  amongs  our  pastours  itew  war  kend 
and  justlie  so*  for  now  ar  thai  d6cl3nid 
and  ar  betuin  n»n  of  oontrarie  mynd* 

In  the  M6.  vohaae  entitled  M»A»mJ!^tiAAr,  is  a  transla- 
tion into  English  verse^of  part  of  tiM  ZdSiams  VUie  of  'Mar- 
cellus  Palingenius:  ^'  Dedicat  td  the  E.  of  D/*  QEarl 
of  Dunbar.]]  •  It  centaim  tnAf  Aries  and  part  ef  J^iurut. 
There  can  be  nadooht  of  itatekig  the  work  of  James  Mel- 
ville* Hie  MS*  is  apparently  in  his  hand-writing,  and  on  the 
Viargin  is  a  nundber  of  Tari8lion8*-«His  apology  for  tiie-  Churdi 
of  Scotland  does  not  appear  to  have  been  printed  iaSl  many 
years  afterhit  death*:  <*  Ad  S^renhsiBmrn  Jacobnm  Pritamn 
Btkmvhanm  Muiimihiiii  Rwlesig  SoMteahe^  VbAm  Mip'^ 
plex,  wPiXnytriKftf  xm  lAifv^riiMc  Anctore  Jacobo  Melvino  V^r- 
bi  Dei  Miniitm,  DMiki  AndriMe  Meltini  tv  iriw,  nepote* 
Londini, — 1645*''  8vo*  In  the  Advocates*  Library  ar6  two 
poems  dn  MS^  ^^Faneral  Tears"  ana  a  *•  Diido^e,''  on  the 
deifcdi  of  James  Mdvitte,  written  by  <'  Thonkas  MdviUe.^'  (Jao* 
V.  7*  nos*  6f  ?•)  I  sdbjtfinr  the  epitaph'  on  him  by  his  uncle, 
l^iot^  at  the  end  eOAelast  mentSmed  book,  whidi  is  rare. 

*^  Epitaphium  Auctoris,  ^  Dmninp 
Andrea  Melvino  conscriptum. 

Chare  nepos^  de  ftatve  nepot)'  mld*IUitrei  nepoM 

Charius  essi&iiiqttam;  qukime  mihi  charior  ipso, 

Et^uicqiiid  i^  me  dutfiai^esieqtieat* 
Consilib  OttcMnili^tu^  dux  rcbosageiidis, 

Cdm  privata,  ant  res  pubiicaj^ndafuit*   * 
Amborum  mens  una  animo>  corde  una  vohmtas, 

Conqfeie  uttunt  in  diipKci  om^^orty  et  mtti  antea* 
yniisinb«vt9Htfi:0diisimt|ttMtabus,aallo  ' 

Dignati  et  Christi  pro  grege  dum  pati. 
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Dura  pati,  ted  aiqnB  pifeiy  wA  enmtae  ficto, 

Ni  ChriBtiiin,  et  Cluiiiti  cfiuKii  atfiare  grc^m*. 
Qui  locus,  aut  qtm'mmhara  (M  mmc^lmc^  idem 

Hfe  iocatf  nw  njec  oaoom  diiiwat  iMva  flniy* 
Tune  tui  desichntta  ^aikk  tntte  Tdmfa/»? 

Qui  prior  hutTcai^  inn  pmr  inBeahtam? 
An  sequar  usque  comes?  sic^  sic  juvat  ire  sub  astra^ 

Teounr  ^  itt  emA  «rtal»  twttn  •!»  ei  in  paimu 
Cloiitai.uhi  cap»t»  ■iiiHsm  not  paack  iii  ari«n» 

Atttiiia  ut  JuB^it  aosma  memtei  hIm* 
liiddviia  don^e  TedMiri  cOiporis 'flck» 

Vflitiaty  JllMirtBi  hmmmt  pmrfiu6o* 
JEtarnuaB  ut.patrco^  aatBinqiaa^t  flaroen  <MfMIM/ . 

Qasmtne  peipetmi  oonodtfao— ii»  It^. 


Note  P.    p,46(5. 

1^  'f  Caisiett  MaM-M.4Udv0a  Meh^M^Acofta  A^Mpre.  Bait 
a,  "*  Z^^^AinsxiPB^  Ad  S<)^|fflf  BiitifirlKfcilWg  ii^  C^ 

,1580;' 4lk>.    (9ceatov6,tt^.i.p.4iaS*)' 

ft>  ^  Catidha  eat  DtociliMfifiis  Foate  a»l»c>a»  ifd^r  pt^  ftm- 
dam  Geo.  Buchanani  Sf  And.  Mdvini  inseruntur.  IfidO.**  8vo. 
(Ruddimanni  BfbT.  Rotnan.  p.  71.) 

4.  "  Principta  Scoti-BrifttBii6tvtn  Ifatidia.  EdiiriifTgi  — 
1594/' 4«»w    ^S«erilDi«^  ▼•liktH.aM 

6. *' llieses  VmAogisr^MietoiriAlri^  SdiaMt^ ^^^^ 
4to.    (SiMMdydk6flript/^«i.p.4A^    n^ 
rtogg  of  some  rfJiJB  HiirlMiii 

6. ''  SchirfaitoirOiaaiiiw  dte  RrfMnt  Piriw  ad  AOfwiitii^hm 
dr  invenieodaav  vwaiWa^  h  awdkhlAis  &  Tlieelu  hdbenda 
(Deo  voleni^  dd  dk  xxti  fc  ns^  Jviiij  in  SdtOm  Ttmologis 
Acad.  AttAroaMB^  %iiilU(6aaot»'  ¥tsaUim.  tk  AmL  Mdvino 
S.  TheoL  D.  etilllni  ftootetis  Dcoan*iH^^  modiArante. 
Edinbyrgi,  ExcvMbm  Robertut  \^Udagratie  TjpOgrapbus 
Regius  1599,"  4 to.    Pp.  16.  (In  BibU  Coll.  Gl^.) 
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7.  ^<  Gadieitt8»  sea  Fragaieiitum  de  origuie  Gkntia  Scoto^ 
rum."  Thk  poem  wm  fim  pdnted  tioag  with  *^  JoiMtoni  ln» 
scriptiones  Histories  Regiim  Seotonmb  Anutd.  1602**' 

8.  "  Pro  supplid  BvengeBcemm  Miniilrovuni  in  Anglia — 
Apologia,  aire  As^-Taipi*Caaii-Cat^ria»  Authoie  A.  Md« 
vino.  1604."    (SoeabMre^p.  190«) 

9.  Select  Psalms  turned  into  Latis  Tersey  and  printed  (pro* 
beUy  at  LondoD)  in  1609.    (See  abore,  p.  S$7.> 

10  <'Netciiittis<^idyesp€drJg|effayebil.SatfmMettippsea 
Vmcentii  LiberiLHoUaodii..MDexu.*'  4to.  I^.  95w  Another 
ejtoioa.was  puMished  in  the  jemtSSO.  A  copy  of  each  is  in 
the  British  Museum.  On  the  back  of  the  title  is  a  letter^  <<U^ 
bwus  Vmngglstit  HoBaadus  F^Eaneisco  de  Ingennfe  &  P.  D/' 
dated  **  AxM/doismn  iv.  Idas  cSept.  iljMio  a  Christo  nato 
« jX4(ix.*'  I  have  not  se^  this  vorky  but  fvom  extraols  irfaich 
have  been  eonHittDicateii  to  me,  it  appears  to  be  a  satiie  partly 
hifiase  end  partly  in  inecse,  and  rdTers  nttch  to  liie  aiMts  o{ 
Vaoee.  This  last  CMroamstanoe^  taken  in  connection  with 
l4^Kiye*s  advaaoad  i^ge»  oickes  a  'Sni^icion  that  he  was  not 
the  author.  And  yet  if  he.was  noS^  it  is  strange  that  it  AoiM 
bi^veheeaaageneraUy  asaribed  to  bin iioth  by- Scot^  and 
fiweiinwaileQi*.  (Ba^batr^  Dict»  dps  Ouvnges  Attonymes  et 
Pseudonymes,  torn.  iii.  p.  489.  Chart^rsy  Acco.  of  Scots. 
Divines,  pi  4#)^  It  has  aisa  been  ascribed  to  Nicholaus  Cras- 
susii  a  Vmttinni 

11.  <'  Vtti  clanaattasi  A  Melvini  JVfTSSB  et  P.  AdaMoni  Vit» 
€tt.  P^liDodia  el  Cete  .mmnMSsiimis  descriptio.  Anno 
u.  OQ.  x]c'*  4to.  Pp»  67.  MebsBe,  wfa  no^  eeDaolted  in  the 
pubUcationof  thuse  peems^mr  waa^be  4te  mAat  {m  hm  often 
hm^m^ts^mmlf  9mAdii.^  in  die 

epist)fi  t#  the  reade^this  pufaiislwy  aays  c  <<  ^ila  absque  ehiff 
veniait  griilaai  itliaafiitunmsithoo  meai'Studiiuii  aescio." 
— ^^  fyti  «ir.  iste  daoasimna  jMUii  tamdm  &  excepttone  nu^r  : 
virpsque.  iHu^tres^  Josaphum  Scdigeffim>  Theodorum  Bexanr 
&  alifos  habet  budum  potoanes :  nen  ideo*  opus  est  iHi  meo- 
enconuo,.  TanfeiWL  rfsitfiyi,  filaa^  Adams<Md/'  &c;— J<^n 
AitamsoD  \af%erwards  Principal  of  the  College  of  Edinburgh) 
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was ,  emi^Ojred  in  coUeciing  MsUille*!  fo^ve  poems,  (see 
above,  p.  456.)  but  wbet^r  be  or  Calderwood  was  the  pub- 
lisher of  the  MufiOff  I  eaannl  detQnuiiKe« 

12.  *^  De  Adiiqphocis.  Scod  cv  «iig^Mrt«(  AphorisBB.  Amio 
Dqmiai  1622**  Ifimo.  I^-^a  (In  BibL  JucuL  Edau) 

13.  **  Andres  Mehini  Scotiie  Topogiapbia."  This  poeoi 
it  prefixed  to  the  Tkeatnan  Scotia  in  Bkmu*$  Mat.  *'  1*18 
Buchanan's  pcote.  tom'd  into  elegant  vene;"  says  bidiop 
Nicholson.  (Scot*  Uiit  Lib.  p.  Ig.)  In  a  letter  to  Sir  John 
Scot  of  Scotstanret, ''  ult^decevb.  1655,"  J.  Blaea  admoiir*. 
ledgef  a  letter  from  him  cootaining.  *^  les  corrections  do  vera 
de  Mdviaus;*  (MS.  in  BibL  Jurid.  Edia.  A.  S.  la  no.  85.) 

Melville  yru  a  harg^  contributor  to  the  oollectioii  of  poenw, 
by  Scotsmen  and  Zealanders,  <'  In  Obitvm  Johawya  Walkm 
Scot«  B^igfl^rrLugd.  Batay.  1603."  4<to^  There  are  tw^ 
poems  by  him  in  John  Jonston's  <^  Sidera  Veteris  ^vi,"  p* 
S3;  a  work  ^hicb  was  pubUsbed  along  with  his  .^«  Iambi  Sactj^ 
and  his  '*  Ca^ca  Sacra  Novi  Teatameati^Sahnuriil^ll.'* 
He  has  also  vj^me^  i^efixied  to  '*  Commcpt.  in  AposL  Acta  M. 
Joannis  Malcolmi  ScoCi^Middelb.  1615."  Malcohn,  in  hie 
location  to  the  King^  and  in  die  body  of  the  woik  (p.264.> 
boldly  defends  MeiyiUe»}aadiameitt8  Us  removid  6om  Scot* 
land.  )  .... 

Among  hil  works  fai  nianuscfipt  are  the  ibOowing« 

1.  *'  D.  Andrea;  Melvini epistolae  Londino-e  ^trri  iSBitecna 
ad  JacolNMn  Melvinum  Nouocastri  eaaiiansem  scrqptsfe,  earn 
^usdem  Jaoobi  nonnullia  ad  euadeoi.  Aaiab  «apia  mHloMmi 
8exc^t^i#imooctamii  aoao^jdeoia&o,  undeeiiiio^  hem  Eoele* 
sise  Scoticanae^MiD  Apatogatipi  ad  ltag»a  An.  t6to.  mease 
ApfUi^.".  TbisvQb»isai(wbichts9n*thoIibHiry^^eI^ 
sity  of  £dii4>iMrgb)  bijqga  down  the  cast osftwdence  between 
Melvilla  and  his  acfihew  till  the  end  of  the  year  1618«  It  be^ 
longed  to  James  MelviUe»  ttid.  ia  .partly  in  his  hand^writing. 
Before  his  death  he  commitle4  it  to.  the  care  of- his  fncwd,  Sir 
Patrick  Hume  of  Ayton,.  who:has  insefted^the  stowing  note  : 
'^  Hie  vihil  eit  insere  (uc)  paraliepomeaa  qamdam  eiuodem  et 
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•Morn  qnoruf  mtf^trysimf  c«ro  UbdliVlpsis  if^taJbi'  cotnendavh 
aiith^  pai]}#  Mlt«^^itu.-Fa  Hrnne.*'    ^ 

2.  "  Letters  f ram  Aodtew  MA^illfe  to  ♦  *  ♦  *  in  the  United 
Pr#^c6g:^^^In'fltM.'5ttfid.  Ediri.  M.  6.  9t  no.  42.)  Tfiey 
are  silt  in  ««mii|er,  «nd  were^  ftddressftd  to  Robert  Durie  at 
lofSs^^'  **"'■'<'»-*' 

5-  "  Floretura  Archiepiteopale ;  id  est,  crrorer  Pontificm, 
assertiones  temerariae,  et  hyperboliciB  inter  pretationes."  (Ibid. 
no.  47.)      They  are  extracted  from  archbishop  AdamsonV 
acadeoHcal  prdecttons  at  St  Andrews,  in  Melville's  hand- 
wrhmg,  and  subscribed  by  him. 

4.  *^  PaWijAnisis  Epistelte  "^d  Hebrsfcod  AAdreae  Melvini." 
(Harl.  MS8.  Num.  6947.  9.)  It  is  a  metrical  paraphiase  of 
the  i^olie  epistle. 

«•  «  A  Melvinus  in  Cap.  4.  DanicKft.^  (In  ttbl.  Coll:'S.'^rinit. 
D*luuy^  ..    -^  ^  :.      . 

l^tve  aM  Tdrseg  by  Inriii  in-  his  own  haiid-writmg, '  ^ong 
the- ISenipill  Papers  (MS.  in  Arch.  Eccl.  Scot  vdl.  28.  num. 
7.)  t^aMtio  a^crfkcfftta  ^  Letters  from  Learned  Men  to  James 
VL^MS.m  BM  Jurid.  Edtn.)  On  a  blank  leaf  at'  the  be- 
giaiE^ng  0f  a-o^pyof  A^Uw  Gelfiks  (transmitted  to  me  by  Dr 
Le«)  tberek  a  poem  n*itten,  iriA  thk  title  r  ''••Cantictim  W  ariae, 
pariphrasticos  expressum,  a  D.  xindrea  Melvino  ScotA."  t 
have  not  seeo  it  elsewhere.  Jf  is  Mhrwed  by  poems  of  Bu- 
chwaH|  all  of  which  have  been  published.  The  volume  bears 
thiftinscnptioD,  am«cig  ethers,  **  Liber^Migr?  GulielmrGuildej. 
I610i'*-*d#piet  of  MeltiUe's  larg^  ^"htswer  to  Dotmhams  Ser- 
man  were  •at  tone  ^tkne' net  uneeiimion^"  In^^humeratihg  the 
wrkcn  in  deitae&o(  nife%  iM^rs,  « ^foli^gtr'dfrine  mentions 
**  £k  goefisy  AMl^MdtinQSito  M*  S^Tfefht.  concionis  Downami." 
(Pt^itka-fioelasiastNiiy  tma.  ii«  p.45B.)  ^k  is  also  mentioned  by 
Chaitees.  (Aeeo-^fiSeM.  DMd^,  P*  ^.y  Charters  says  that 
there  ta  a  cop^  of  a  Latin  eommehtary  by  him  in  the  Library 
of  the  Stadenir  of  DMoit^  at  Edinburgh.  ^<  I  have  seen  also 
in  the  Mbraiyef  the  College ef-Glai^ow  a  largefoiio,  entitled, 
Pr^leetiomet  in^EfiH^Um  ad  BomarteSf  in  small  write^  said  to 
VOL.  JL  K  k 
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be  writ  by  Mr  McWil."  (Wodrow's  life  of  Mr  AhdreHr  Md- 
ville,  p.  111.)     Neither  of  diese  MSS.  is  now  to  be  found. 

Besides  those  formerly  mentioned^  eoeemiastic  verses  on 
Melville  were  written  by  David  W«#derliui»i,  (Musie  S«crtt, 
torn.  i.  i>.  xlvfi.)  by  John  Dunbar,  (Epigr.  p.  2y.)  by  John 
Leech,  (Epigr.  p  >^6)and  by  James  Wright.  (Poeroal.  pref. 
Strangio,  De  Interpret.  8criptur»J 
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CONSISTING  OF  ORIGINAL   PAPERS. 


N»  ,1.    COrig.  Brit.  Mus.  Lansdowne  MSS.  Num.  IS.  U.J 

Letter  from  George  Budumaa  to  Sir  Thomas  Randolp lu 

To  his  singular  fireynd  M.  Randolph  maister 
of  postes  to  the  quieioes  g.  aflngland.    In  londoiu 

I  resauit  twa  pair  of  lettres  c^  you  sens  my  latter  wry  ting 
to  you.  wyth  the  fyrst  I  ressavit  Marianus  Scotus,  of  quhylk  I 
thadc  you  gre^y,  and  i^ecialy  that  your  ingles  men  ar  fund 
liars  in  thair  cronicles  allegyng  on  hym  sic  thyngs  as  he  never 
aaid.  I  haif  beyne  vexit  wyth  seiknes  al  the  tyme  seqs,  and 
geif  I  had  decessitye  siddhaif  losit  both  thankis  and  recom- 
^e^s,  now  I  most  neid  thank  you  bot  geif  wear  brekks  yp  of 
.tbys  foly  }ajtly  done  on  the  border,  than  I  wyl  bald  the  recom- 
pense as  Inglis  geir.  bot  gif  peace  followis  and  notber  ye  die 
^ik  of  manage  or  of  the  twa  symptomes  following  on  manage 
qiAylks  ar  jalozieand  cuccaldry,  and  the  gut  cary  not  me 
away,  I  most  other  find  sum  way  to  pay  or  ceis  kyndnes  or  ellis 
ge^ng  yp  k3nfidne8  pay  zou  w'  evil  wordis,  and  geif  thys  fasson 
o£  dealing  pleasit  me  I  haif  r^ddy  occasion  to  be  angry  wyth 
you  that  haif  wissit  me  to  be  ane  kentys  man,  quylk  in  a 
maner  is  ane  t^fhitaur  half  man,  half  beast,  and  yit  for  ane  cer* 
taine  consideration  I  wyl  pas  over  that  iniury,  imputyng  it 
erar  to  your  new  My  liian  to  aM  wisdome,  for  geif  ye  had 
beine  in  your  ryt  wyt  ye  being  anis  escapit  the  tempesteous 
ylorpnes  ^d  naufrage;  of  mainage  bad  never  entent  agane  in 
t|ie  §9ms^  i^jfgj^x}f^fgv  I  can  not  tak  you  fpr  ane  Stoik 
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pliilosopher,  having  ane  head  inexpugnable  v^  the  frenetyk 
tormetis  of  Jalozie,  or  ane  cairless  \jnargin,  skeptik^  hart  that 
taks  cuccaldris  as  thyng  indifferent.     In  this  caise  I  mostneidis 
praefer  the  rude  Scottii  wyt  of  capitJ^np  Cocbume  to  your 
inglis  solomonical  sapience,   quhylk  wery  of  ane  wyfe  de- 
liuerit  hir  to  the  queyne  againe,  hot  you  dehuerit  of  ane  wyfe 
castis  your  self  in  the  ^^myn  nette^  ptjhre  potes  dominam 
saluis  tot  restibus  uUam.    and  so  capitaine  cocbume  is  in  bet- 
ter case  than  you  for  hii^^eiknep^ift  in  the  feitte  and  zouris  in 
the  heid.     I  pray  you  geif  I  be  out  of  purpose  thynk  not  that 
1. 8ul4  b^  marylt.  hot  jather ,  consider .  your  aw^^n  dang^erouse 
estait  of  the  quhylk  the  spoking  has  thus  troublit  my  'braine 
and: put  me  so  &i;.out  of,^e^Ay*...As  to  n^,  occupation  at 
this  presoit  tyme,  I  am  besy  w^  our  story  of  Scotland  to  purge 
it  of  sum  Inglis  lyis  and  Scottis  vamte,  as  to  maister  knoks  his 
historie  is  in  hys  freihdis  handis,  and  thai  ar  in  cosultation  to 
mitigat  sum  part  the  ac^rbite  of  certaine  wordis  and  sum  taintis 
quhair  in  he  has  foUowit  to  much  sii  ot  your  inglis  writfiris  as 
M.hal  et  suppUatorem  ^WGraflone  &c    As  to  Mr.1)eza  ITear 
y^  eild  qvftylk  has  put  me  from  verses  making  sal  deliure  him 
sone  a  Scabie  poetica,  quhylk  war  ane  great  pitye  for  he  is 
ane  of  the  most  singular  poetes  that  has  beine  thys  lang  tyme. 
as  to  your  great  prasyng  gevin  to  me  in  your  Irfe  geif  ye  scome 
not  I  thank  you  of  luif  and  kyndnes  towart  me  bot  I  am  sorie 
of  your  corrupt  iugement.    heir  I  wald  say  mony  iniuries'  to 
you  war  not  yat  my  gut  comandis  me  to  cesse  and  J  wyl'^ 
spair  mater  to  my  nixt  ivritings,    Fairweall  and  god  kelp  you. 
at  Sterling  the  Se^  of  august 

Be  youris  at  al  power 
* '  '  G»  Buchanto* 

NO  11.    CCotton  MSS.  Calig.  c.  vii.  11.^ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Woddriogton,  to  $>^crtiUay 
Walsingham-  15S«,  Maii  26. 

Upon  Wednesday  evening  the  xxiii**  of  this  instant  Mr 
John  Dury  preached  nx  the  C^thedrall  church  of  Edenbroughe 
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where  diuars  noble  men  were  present,  thq  efiect  therof  tending 
to  the  reproof  of  the  bishop  of  Glasco  as  plaj^nly  tearmyng 
him  an  apostate  and  maynswome  traytor  to  god  and  his 
churche  And  that  even  as  the  itcribesand  pharises  could  fyad 
none  so  mete  to  betray  Christ  as  one  of  his  ow&e  schollers  & 
disciplea  even  so  diis  duke  with  the  rest  of  his  faction  can  not 
fynd  so  mete  an  instrument  to  subuert  the  religi<m  planted  in 
Scotland  as  one  of  their  ownfe  nbmbire,  one  of  their  owne  bre- 
thrine,'"and  one  nourished  amonge  their  owne  bowels.-; — v— - 
And  lykewise  he  touched  the  present  sent  by  the  duke  of 
Guyse  to  the  k.  ip  this  maner  of  speiches.      '    '  ; 

I  pray  yo"  what  should  move  Guyse  that  bluddy  psecu- 
lor,  y^  enemy  vnto  all  treuth,  that  pHler  of  the  pope  to  tend 
this  present,  by  one  of  his  tmstiest  servants  vnto  o^  Iq.  ?  not 
for  any  love  no.  no.  his  pretence  is  knowen.  And  i  beseath 
,the  lord  the  church  of  Scotland  feale  y^  not  ou^rsone  Hie  k. 
matie  was  perswaded  not  to  receave  y^  for  why  ?  what  wnytie 
or  freindshipp  can  we  looke  fbr  ali  hts  limida  whaluMh  boie 
the  bluddiest  persecutor  of  the  professors  of  the  ti-othe  in  all 
firaace  neither  was  any  notable  murder  or  havock  of  gods,  but 
he  was  at  that  in  person.  And  yet  for  all  this  tiie  duks  and 
Arrain  will  nedes  haue  o'  king  ta  take  a  present  ^om  him. 

If  god  did  threaten  the  captivitie  andspdyle  of  Heruoafam 
becanse  thiU;  thei^  king  Beselda  fkidreceanre  a  hre  ^md  preaent 
froDi^the  king  of  Babylon,  shall  w«  think  to  be  free  comytdng 
dtelikepr  rather  wxara^?  And  because ;yo"^yll*  w^^  iMth 
'doe  see  me  and  even  at  this  ^t  heares  eae  I  ^bteauBe  yoo 
diall  not  be  hereafter  exoiisdble  I  t^ll  yb^  ihat^  ih&^  witJi  teares. 
I  feale  such  confusion  to  be  like  to  ensewe;  3^*  I  feare  me,  will 
be  the  subaenidu  and  ruyne  of  the  preaching  of  gods  Evangilt 
here  in  the  church  of  Scotland.  I  am  tlie  more  playne  w^^ 
yoii  because  I  knowe  their  is  some  of  yo^  in  the  same  action 
wth  the  rest.  I  knowe  I  shalbe  called  to  sm  accompt  for  the9 
words  hfte  spok^^  but  let  them  doe  with  this  carkasse  of 
myne  what  they  will  for  I  knawe  my  sowle  k  in  tlie  hands  of 
the  lorde  and  therefore  I  iFill^eake -&  that  to  yo*^  condemna^ 
^on  vnlesse  yo^  sjpedely  netuxtte* :    .  - .  •. 
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And  dieii  in  hk  pmyert  made  he  prajrd  vnto  the  Lord 
either  to  conyert  or  confound  j^  duke. 

The  sermon  was  very  loi^,  godly,  and  plaine  to  the  great 
eomfort  and  r^oice  of  the  most  nombre  that  herd  yt,  or  doe 
hereof  yt.  And  for  thes  points  w^'^  lam  enformed  of  I  thought 
yt  cottTenyimt  to  si^nifie  the  same  vnto  yo**  honor. 

N*ni.    COrig.  Hari.  MSS.  7004. 3.3 
Letter  of  Andrew  Melville,  to  T.  Savile  and  G.  Carleton. 

Doctissimis  adolescentdius  et  amicis  integerrimfe  D»  Th.  Sa- 
utle  et  6.  Cailetono  Oxonlei^bus.  Oxonimn. 

Humanitas  erga  me  vestra  incredHyiiis,  et  amor  in  yos  meus 
smgtilafi«  flagitabant  a  me  iamdiu  litlsras :  eairq  ad  sii^ules 
testnmf  jirteijpuas  potins,  quam  utrunq.  communes.  Verum 
nee  antea  quklquam  ad  vos  fittonrum  ded},  lis  de  cauiiSy  quii 
filctUus  est  vdbis  exislimare  quam  nlihi  scribere:  et  nune  de- 
mft,  ctei  a  me  vt  scributt  impetro^  non  ausim  dinui^^ere  tfkh 
M&»  qiios  tot  intMores  Htene,  tanta  morum  sfm^tuAobooKi- 
rum,  bun  pnsclara  bonesiissimarum  artium  studia  arcttorMs 
amicftissyinciilfii  coniongunt :  i^c  dlstndii  patitur  anteacts  vi* 
tse  iuouhdissittai  c^nsuetode^  Quare-vosy  priKVestram  istam  vet^ 
lett,  et  nuperanfi  hand  inter  nos  amiciUam  oro  atq.  obtestor,  vt 
prseteritimceskitionemmeain  mihi  pro  vestra  humanitate  con- 
doiietis:  et  faiis  vnas  ad  viraaq.  hUeras,  binarum  ant  etiam  phi" 
nun,  ad  s^gidos  veiBtcura  l€e  tfne  padaasini :  Nee  me  propte- 
ica  non  virum  bomm  esse  ^Utetis,  si  vobts  videar  duos  pa** 
netesdi  eadeol  fkUfliastealbate  t  (iasaqiininniiihiia*i  mos  est; 
lamen  finttinnis  j^ictori  poeta  nee  pigmentorum  arculis  libeta- 
tibr,  quam  liberior  audendi  iicentia.  Velrum  faec  pArcius :  ne 
dum  me  excuso,  de  Carleioni  ant  arte  aut  gloria  detraham. 
Cuius  spiritu  in  poest  nihil  generosius,  nihil  edoga  dulchis^  nihH 
ctdtius  aut  argutius  epigrammate  t  adeo  vt,  si  omnia  hoc  modo 
scripserit,  non  solum  sequales  omnes  superare,  sed  etiam  cum 
omni  andqiutate  certare  videatur.  De  munere  litarario,  qua 
me  re  de  facie  quidem  antea  igootum  vterque  vestrum  afiecistis, 
habeo  gratiam ;  Vt  csetera  omittam  hunislmtati6  officia,  turn  ah 
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tj^vQTsa  ^ere  Qcademla  in  nos  hominet^  ignotos  prefect^  turn  a 
vobis  in  me  rcecipue  collata.  Ita  viuana  vt  nihil  usquam  vide-r 
r^m  in  (>mni  vita  splen^idius  aut  magnificentius  yestra  acade- 
ii4a :  pihil  grayius  prsceptoribus  aut  discipulis  humanius  :  nihi} 
vobit  duobus  aut  am^biliuf  aut  amantius :  ^r^uno//  ambo  :  si 
quid  mea  carmina  possunt,  etc  Inuno  ti^a  Carletpne  potiuSj 
quae  plurimu  atque  adeo  omnia  possunt  ad  te  et  alios  a  mortal* 
itatis  et  oblivionis  iniuria  vindicandos.  Ad  quam  mirific^  in 
pangendis  versibus  felicitatera  accedit  incredibilis  verum  ma* 
thematfcai'um  scientia.  Diuinum,  Sauile,  ingeniunii,  et'eriidi- 
tJQ  tan|a>  quaQtam  in  istam  aetatem  credere  nunquam  putaiy. 
Quid  multa  ?  f^vcff  i»a<«  vxixu  i^AA«  l«A)ry#Tf{«»  u  «^f{«  (pttuff 
«fT|#»  i(j^f^tH  V  mh^^  etc.  Verum  de  vobis  alias  et  apuid  alios* 
Quod  i^liquiun  jest,  suauissime  idemq.  docti^sime  Sauile^  exr 
pfctalionc  pcomissi  tui  fretus  humanitate  tua,^  moneoi:»  vt  ad- 
ipMi&m,\/^j  nou  vt  flagitem^  quid  est  ?  fortasi^e,  inquis. ,  J'^mK' 
i^ana.tua,  vel,  si  mauis»bc^jgerana»liceat  mihi  p^r  te  (veltup 
pptius.  bjenefi^  coi^^edatur)  ex  interuallo  regustata.  Superip* 
H^tWiA B^e^i^n^ciabac  etiam  accessione  (mihi  crede)  non 
pw)iQ^  pumukb^.  balutem  a  me  et  fratribus  toti  Academia^ 
et  ^minatim  ye&tio  coliegii  prjefectp  cast^risq.  amicis  cqmmu- 
liibus,  Valqte  k  wt^.  M^^  Londiui.  15  D^emb.  U^, 
,   Ve#tri.btudio8i88iJ9ww, 

A|^4:  MelviouAi 

N»  rV.    [XWg.  Hml.  M88.  Ncmi.7<»4.  d.3 
Afchbttbop  A  rtnwifm  lo  AjrobUahi^  Whi^ift. 

Pleis  your  grace  Imediatle  after  my  retouminge  in  Scot* 
land  the  lung  his  maieste  held  his  parliaiuet  where  besides 
many  loveable  actis  his  hienes  hath .  restored  m  integiii  the 
estate  of  Bishops  and  hath  contraniandet  the  seignoreis 
presbitereis  not  only  be  good  reasoun  of  Scripture  and  anti- 
quite,  bot  likwayis  in  ^respect  his  hienes  haci  hveie  experi- 
ence, that  they  wer  gret  mstrunittis  ot  unijuietnes  and  rebel- 
lioun  be  there  populare  dirordo'.    i  doubt  wt  your  G.  hathe 
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bene  sufficirtlle  enformed  of  the  late  attemptatis  moved  be 
some  of  o*"  nobilitie  whcrvnto  niany  miiiisteris  being  prive  aad 
their  seignoreis  and  therefore  not  able  to  abyde  the  triafl  of 
the  law  are  fugitive  in  England  where  they  pretext  as  I  am 
certeynle  enformed,  the  cans  of  religioun  albeit  it  be  of  an 
vndoubted  truth,  that  they  have  no  other  caus  hot  there  prac- 
tizinge  counsellinge  and  allowing  of  the  last  seditious  fectid 
and  the  refusinge  of  the  lawfull  authoritie  of  there  ordinareis 
the  Bishops,  wherevnto  notwithstanding  the  godle  and  qoiet 
spirites  w^in  the  realme  hathe  willingle  aggreit  and  subscryved 
The  quhilk  I  have  thoght  most  necessare  to  advertez  your 
grace  vpon  whose  shoulderis  the  care  of  the  spiritUall  estate 
dothe  chefle  repose,  that  your  grace*  may  be  mdste  a86ui>ed, 
tbat  the  king  his  maiestie  o*^  master  his  cfntention  is  with  tlie 
sincerite  of  the  worde  qlk  his  hienes  in  his  heart  dethe  reve^^ 
ence,  to  conforme  sik  an  police  as  may  be  an  example  to  other 
comounwealthis,  as  I  did  show  yo^  g.  in  particolare  conferSce 
at  yo*^  awin  hous  of  Lambeth,  I  aih  assured  divers  misreportis 
wilbe  made  vnto  yo'  G.  of  the  banishment  of  sd  many  minis- 
teris  hot  your  g.  shall  beleVe  that  there  is  never  one  banishedy 
nether  have  they  abiddin  that  tidtable  sentence  of  Johnne 
Chriso^t6me,  Ego  ex  hoc  timfeo  non  discedam  nisi  iraperatoria 
vi  coactus,  fbr  they  are  fugitive  onele  vpon  there  awin  guilt« 
ines  S^a  that  tarn  moste  astured  if  her  maieste  be  your  g. 
shalbe  sufficientle  enformed  of  the  truthe,  her  hienes  will  not 
suffer  8il:slaan(h?roa»p<ert<H»ies  i^w)er  pvotext  of  re^gioan  to 
abyde  in  her  countrey  to  infecte  the  estate  of  Englande  w' 
their  seditious  fra^liies  qlk  they  have  bene  about  to  establiss 
in  this  countrey  And  for  my  awn  parte  your  g.  may  assure  her 
hienes  albeit  her  m,  hathe  bene  otherwayis  enformed  at  my 
'being  in  England,  that  after  my  smftll  credite  and  habilite  I 
shall  endevo*^  my  self  to  the  preserva^'un  of  the  true  rdigioun 
professit  in  the  whole  yle  and  comoun  quietnes  and  mutuall 
amite  of  her  m.  ancj  o^  master  In  the  qlk  poynte  i£  her  m.  had 
further  employed  me  at  that  tyme  I  could  have  done  what 
laye  in  me,  But  your  g.  knawis  in  what  ielose  my  doings  wer, 
albeit  I  protest  afore  god  I  ianent  nothing  bot  in  sinceiite  of 
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fe«art»  wishing  neStl  ff  master  best  pi'os^ntle  to  her  hienes 
fbr-thedonservation'of'the  triitii  in  this  ysland  be  there  c<mi- 
Corc^.  I  shall  ndt  fbfrgeft:  yo'  g.  galloway  naig,  in  testimonie 
of  nmttialFfavof,  when  any  opportuhit  comodite  shall  present 
l3ie  self  be  ftny  suffici€t  b^rar,  wishing  heartle  your  g.  welfare 
as^toitoistws  WT^  jrdttrl.  prayer,  hdp  and  gudwill  at  her 
hi^^  fmnde  hi  maynteiniiige  of  this  goode  work  against  the 
pwtertded  seignoreis,' the  end  whereof  teridis  to  evert  mim- 
srdieis  and  destroy  ^e  sc^pto*^  of  princes  and  to  confounde  tiie 
whole  ^st^e  and  iinrisdictiouh  of  the  kirk  qlk  I  should  be  verie 
«»re  after  so  longe  cxrtitinewance  6f  tyme  to  see  decaye  in  our 
dayis.  Nosftra  secdrdid  et*ignauia  qui  ad  cl^:vum  sedemus.  It 
Wllbe  your  g.  pleasor  to  salute  myibrde  bishope  of  London  in 
my  name  and  my  lorde  archbishop  <^  york  his  grace  for  the 
giiodfe  entertenfemet  iTesaved  at  his  hou^e,  thanking  her  hienes 
moste  humble  therfore,  comittis  your  g.  to  the  protectioon  of 
god  froine  S^  AridroisflB  the  16' of  Juttij  1584 

•  **  "  *  .     1     :  Yijr  gracis  verie  lovinge  and  assured 

'  '    *  ^     V    .  brother  symmyste  and  cooperare  in 

*  ' '      '  •  the  lord  his  vyn^yarde 

Patrick  Archbischop  of  S^ 
Sanctandross. 
,    ^To  in(y  lcir4€^  U^  gc^cf  of  Canterburie  geove  these. 

'.N«  V;    [Cotton  MSS.  Calig.  C.  Vlil.  54,  63.  78.] 

Extracts  of  Letters  from  Davidson  to  Secretary  Wafsingham, 

concerning  the  administration  oi  Arran. 

-  ^  ^Edinb.  June  15. 1584. 

*  — iJ—Vpon  a  l?e  written  to  &e  Magistrats  of  this  tbwne  by  Mr 
Jki  Lawson  signifyihge  the  causes  o^his  withdrawinge  himself 
^6m  His  Charge  die  k.  had  caused  an  answere  to  be  drawen 
^  sent  hi^ther  to  th^  said  Ma^strats  &  Be^esses  to  be  sub- 
signed  by  them  charginge  Mr  Ja:  and  his  fellowroinisters  w^^ 
befeticall  and  seditious  doctrine,  w***  other  things  verie 
hard  in  their  reprodie  w^^  beinge  presented  vnto  tiiem 
and  redd  in  open  counsell  the  Provost  who  hathe  ben  here 
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tofore  condempned  as  a  man  to  plyaUe  to  the  hard  com* 
mandmeats  of  this  courte  suddenlie  brake  forth  into  an  ex* 
damaeop  desireiiige  to  lyve  no  longer  as  one  that  hadd  ai* 
roadie  seen  too  much  of  the  miseryes  to  come  vppon  his  coua- 
try  and  inuaediatehe  beinge  readie  to  swonne  in  the  counsett 
W9B  conveiged  home  extreamlie  sick  and  now  lieth  vene  hard- 
ily and  not  like  to  escape  Notwithstanding  both  he  and  the^ 
rest  thought  it  good  to  deput  certen  of  their  companie  to  re^ 
{Mire  vnto  the  k:  w<*>  their  humble  excuse  and  petition  that 
thei  might  not  be  forced  against  their  consciences  to  siaunde^ 
thos  against  whos  iategritie  of  lief  and  soundnes  of  dectrinig 
tbei  oM  never  take  exception,  but  in  fine  the  ^^sons  &  Ire  are 
Mtomed  with  flatt  charge  to  subscribe  it  in  the  forme  it  is  or 
autiswer  the  contempt  at  their  jiitls.  The  Secretary  Matelaad 
b&age  appointed  to  see  it  don  and  to  take  the  names  of  soche 
^  shail  rrfttse  the  same. 

At  St  Androwes  the  Bushopp  bathe  in  the  meantyme  played 
his  part  so  well  in  the  puraute  of  geod  men  as  that  both  the 
professoi^'  aad  students  in  the  Colledge  (d  Theologie  bane 
abandoned  the  place  and  w^^drawea  themselves  for  ther  suer- 
ties  where  thei  can  finde  safeest  refuge. 

Edinb.  July,  1584 

—Mr  James  Skeene,  the  Jesuit  oTiHborae  I  haue  heretofore 
duertised  your  bono'  ha<t  as  I  credibly  leame  previe  access 
[to  a  coq  Jference  with  40  '^  at  i^  Androwes  It  is  assured  me 
that  [he  hath]  secrett  comistfion  both  trom  W  and  others.  & 
hath  desyred  sorely  for  the  home  coming  of  diuers  of  his 
fellow  Jesuitto  w^^  he  bathe  thus  farr  obteyned  that  they  ahail 
be  euirseen  and  Aot  troubled  by  his  Ma^*  or  his  lawea  so  they 
win  tak  ifaeir  haaord  against  the  popular,  fury,  ^  with  this  cao- 
feioA  that  they  be  not  ooiriutsty  therein  titi  matteips  be  be|t^ 
settled  w<^^  traffieque  w'^  him  &  others  of  his  sorte  4oth  wm^ 
derfully  increase  the  fe»  &  suspicion  of  this  k.  desertion  or 

*  1%  appeal*  from  aaotliftr  letter  ef  OanMS  (CaU  Q.  VIH.  78>}  ^h^  49 
ia  tlie  «iplier  for  the  King  of  Scotland.  ,   /     ,       ^     ,      . 
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aecompt  of  religion.^— Your  honour  may  have  some 
I  of  o*^  good  natures  m  Gomrtl^  dietr  Borrow  for  the  mur* 
tiler  ei  the  poor  pr.  oi  orenge  w^^  40  b^  openly  confessed  to 
be  such  an  end  as  he  desemedT  &  is  generally  allowed  and  ret 
N^ed  at'amongst  the  most  part  of  our  pdlitiques  theare.  Havii^ 
imltai  thus  fyn  this  letter  being  vn^kMied'tiM  this  morning  bj 
oeeasuih  df  some  eiepected  adoj^e  from  a  friend  or  two  I 
bare  In  ike  m^an  tj^e  vnd^tstood.  that  Mr  Jolm  Howesoa 
isinister  of  Fa^y  idiq^fiieiided  St  tofpass  on  assise  the  xxii*^ 
^^tb^-pnialrlWtb.  for  inveighing  i^ainst  the  late  aeto  of  f>liB^ 
ment  &  coarse  taken  against  religion  for  w^^  he  is  lyk  to  be 
emciMd.  ^nd  the  whole  Regents  &  others  of  the  College  of 
Glaiicow  for  the  iame  <^aie&  sitmoned  super  inquirendii  so 
l»  yo^  may  see  We  are  afrayd  of  nothing  les  [[than  that)}  the 
woiid  sheyd  be  ignorant  itiiat  mark  we  riioote  atk 

]  Edinb,  Aug.  16. 1584. 

'  **  On  thursday  jj^amf  on  was  mide  here  that  all  ministers 
ebotdd  giue  vpp  the  rtnmUs  of  thehr  be&eiees  unto  the  exche- 
quer to  th'end  ABt'Wjtoe  hereaf^r  reeeave  any  ^tt  of  their 
livings  but  such  only  as  shall  submit  themselues  and  subscrybe 
to  their  new  framed  pollicy.  Mr  Andrew  Hay  who  w'*>  diuers 
driers  halii  absolutely  refussed  yt  is  comaunded  to  dept  the 
Iftie  osKintry  w^in  xx  dayes  w^  speciidl  inhibition  not  to  re« 
payre  into  Iiigtand  or  Irdand  whose  ayre  they  hold  as  conta- 
gious and  for  the  same  cause  the  vniversity  of  Glascow  is  by 
&e  BishoppB  dSigence  made  vtterly  vacant  the  colledge  was 
iockt  vpp,the  students  dismissed,  &  the  Regents  and  M^^*  eom- 
myttftdy  the  lyk  euttesie  being  exerdsed  towards  them  of  St 
tAn^nowes^nd  AMrdeene  as  if  theia  l^hopps  thouf^  their  glo- 
>y  aiid  sakety  to  staad  in  bringing  in  igneraaee  and  eoitfusign 
into  the scbooles  &by  the  same  degiees  corruption  &  Atheisme 
into  the  ehurdi  whcMfdn  ^eir  kh^  hath  to  great  appearance  qi 
efkoii  it  this  coQfie  be  kmge  eentaniMved^ 

The  B.  of  St  Androwes  hath  addres$ed  one  Mr  Archibald 
•HaibishouBe  into  Eiiglaiid  Ittwctt  to  caU  *home  some  of  his 
,c9iinlrjrBEiea  w'*'  n  &  c€  hil  own  humor  ce  occiipy  the  roonvs 
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of  honeste  men  as  for  some  odier  purpoifes  witli  tke  fr« 
sadof — ^There  is  little  f^pearonce  tliat  ite  Bi^ioppt  here  can 
longer  brooke  their  newe  empjre  w*^  ^piiet  either  in  reiq|ieet 
to  th^  cause  or  th''  psons  i^^  are  gSalljr  ccioAnafagA*  At 
St  Androwes  there  was  the  lait  week  an  alarm  given  to  te 
Bisshopp  by  certidn  oi^ke  studewls  renia3n^then  irotben 
to  the  number  of  xx  or  xxx  {«ons  euery  man  widi  hiftkanpie- 
buzt  who  bestowed  the  most  pt  of  the  night  in  shooting  a^aiart 
the  wyndowes  bodi  of  the  Castell  where  the  B^  laye  and  of 
his  house  In  the  towne  leaving  a  testimony  behind  ^em  of  their 
good  meaning  t6wards  him.  On  the  morrow  the  Bis^ypp 
thinking  to  haue  gotten  tryidl  of*  this  fact  eaoMdlthe  few  i6a- 
dents  of  the  colledge  w^^  were  remaning  to  be  conVeened  in 
the  public  schooleis  making  very  diUigent  incfuisifoa  of  the  Ibr- 
mer  nights  disorder  but  found  nodiing  sa^e  thatsudi'tts  w«re 
suspect  and  examined  ^ough  they  denyed  i^m  presence  con- 
fessed they  wished  the  Bisshof^  so  well  as  it  was  not  so  aeten- 
der  a  revenge  as  that  Could  satisfie  them  fbr  the  pcMEqne  hurt 
he  had  done,  and  willed  hkn  io  remethber  hciw  Altall  UtaiX  sea 
had  been  to  his  predecessburs  Sc  to  Idoke  A>r  no  better^ 

No  Vie    COrig.  in.Bibk  Jmd.  Edin-  M,  6, 9.  no,  34.-3 

Extractof  a  Letter  ft'om  Mr  D.  Ander$one  to  certain  nmiis- 
ters  in  Scotland,  conveying  infbnoatiokk  respecthig'^Bofytch 
Papists  in  Germany. 

From  Au^iar^  in.  high  Almanie  the  27  .of  April  1596. 

Right  worshipfiill  ahd  deare  bretherti  ih'CM0t^I'  fore- 
seeing the  storme  immanent  and  hea^ng  of  Ihe  per^cfbus^  in- 
tentions of  the  enemies,  haue  hoi  deiii^ted'tM  lomae  tifr  the 
knowledge,  (yf  not  of  dl)  yet  of  ihb  nioti  parf  «f  ther  klsen- 
tions  actions  &  purposes,  by  usiAg  the  help  of  godd^CSmttians, 
abhorrers  of  idolatries  men  secrete,  ftytbfbll  ami  pruienti  "At 
Rome  Tirie  the  Jesuit,  i^d  Arc^nbald  HamilMf^  the  apeistat 
with  great  instance  and  maiiifold  supplications  hai^  solUoited 
the  pope  Clement  the^  8,  andCt^lege  of  Cai«^mil»  t»  erect  a 
Semmarie  th^r  for  the  <0d(i«^tion  bt  Retiliilf  iitHJietaa  <if  wich 


jcfixoigMoM,  ts  by  tbeir  difeetifMi  doe  come  from  Scotl^d ;  ;{iir}io 
ftiterwMNb4>eing.inaiieja9«9ge,pr^to  and  Jesuits  m^  be  sent 
kktQ  Scotland  for  tfee  propagation  of  p^^isb  religion  with  the 
mine  H>f  the 'pr^aent  osl^e  of  that  reakne :  but  nothing  as  yet 
h'  dBtecmined ;.  notwithstanding  they  aire  in  hope  that  ther 
pelHioi  shall  take  effiMt*  soaing  Gir«|^He  the  13  builded  three 
ac^moiraBin  Rome  for  atrangers,  one  for  the  £^glish9  another 
fev^ie  Ihitciie,  and  tbe  third  for.  the  Mauretanian^  or  . Afri? 
canes :  but  tie  matter  .is  not  ao  bottUe  prosecuted  now  as  if 
ivas  bdbre,  by.  reason  of  Hamiltons  death,  who  departed  at 
lUme theSOrof  JaAuarie  1596.  Xf»he  bishop  of  Rosse,  John 
iiaBEulton  pofasb  priest  and  Xigi^u:;  William  Chrichtpn  and 
James  Gordon  Jesuits»  who  remayne  most  commonlie  in 
ftuBalfr  (except  Gordon,  who  is  most  commonlie  with  Huntlie, 
«mk1  Ait^e>  either  at  Leids  with  the  bishop  of  Cplen,  or  at 
.>iannir  m  the  eompanie  .of  Spaniards)  are  verie  busie  with 
'Albert  CardiaiUl  <of  A4istria»  presentlie  Lieutenant  for  the 
tSpanisli'Kkig  in  die  Netherlands,  for  obtaining  of  sum  aide  to 
assiBt  Huotlie  and  Afole  with  their  complices  in  Scotland  for 
the  exterminatioa  oS  ali  the  professors  of  the  true  reformed 
religion  in  that  realme  ;  I  heare  that  Walter  Lyndesay  for  the 
f  urtlierance  of  ther  matters  is  sent  unto  the  King  of  Spaine ; 
init  I  hope  in  God,  that  they  shall  come  short  of  ther  ex- 
*pectatioiia;  teeing  the  Spauiard  hath  more  yrnes  in  the  fyre 
-  dian  he  can  well  handle,  and  more  mightie  princes  in  Christen- 
dome  justlie  his  enemies,  than  he  with  all  his  forces  is  abl^  to 
resist.  The  Spanish  conaile  also  taxeth  ibe  foresaid  Earles 
wiAe  bieach  cither  proxpise,  who  ia  tbe  yeare  1592,  (when 
the  Spaaimrd  canoluded  to  aid  the  papists  in  Scotland  with 
:2000G  Mien)  aiUr<1the.reoete  of  great  ^ummes  of  Spanish  gold, 
iMt  OQ^  tibea  but  at.  divtt«e  other  tymes,  pblished  themselves 
-totakeacBies  with  all  possible  diligence  agaynst  all  those  qf 
the  reformed  re%ian,jn  Scotland,  and  also  to  advance  the 
Simg'ot  %iagaw.pfttett2esnotonly  tJber,>ut  also  in  EngUmd 
ttsdflrdaad,  to  die  uttermost  of  ther  power ;  which  nevertl^e- 
lets  adeofifio^  to  promise  tbey,  h^ve  not  performed.  But  thej 
4a  &uoumibvinm^%B^  flnt  irfledgft  jtbg.jceyeliftf  of  tM  intea» 
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tImiSy  ffecdndiie  that  Robert  Btuce  (a  principal  trafficker  ia 
theie  treasonable  aSBLjtieB)  Mhrered  net  those  summes  of 
money  unto  them  vdhnh  were  promised^  putiie  for  the  hyrh^ 
of  souldiours ;  aad-  partiie  ^  the  gratiffn^  of  gettdemen 
R(»fnifili  Catholikesy  and  Glaanes,  to  make  diem  Ibe  more 
prompt  and  oourageoas^  the  fipawish  rtervioe ;  for*whk!h€aaae 
Brusse  is  strattlie  impi^soned;  and  sharply  accused  1^  the 
forenamed  Earles.  Is  high  Oermame  the  Sootish  Papists  have 
Some  abbayea  preesentMe  in  possession ;  as  at  Reusburgfa  in 
Bavaria,  the  d^ots  name  is  James  Whyte  borne  neere  aber- 
dene :  the  prior  is  called  James  Wkmim  f  Niman  Wiu^ett 
nef^w  Whks  praedecessour) ;  monltes  -ther,  Lessiie  cosin  to 
Iiessliethe  bishop;  DampoH;  James  Bog,  John  B^  sooe 
ofte  of  his  m^^esties  porters ;  two  novices  are  gone  from  thmioe 
to  Rome,  the  one  his  name  is  Wdcterd  borne  in  EdiidMir^,  he 
studied  ih  prage  with  die  Jfesuite  r  the  other  is  one  LermonA 
bomcf  neere  Sanctdndrosse  the  l^rd  of  Darsies  brother  sone. 
Ther  is  also  another  popish  priest  sent  t^  Rome  by  the  Scot* 
tish  ^>bots  as  I  suppose,  to  obtaine  a  Hotase  of  die  pope  that 
some  of  them  may  return  into  Scotland,  to  trafick  ther  with 
the  papists  and  to  bring  some  immber  of  young  boyes  with  them 
Into  Crermaaie  (but  more  heareafter  of  this  purpose).  The 
popish  priest  that  is  serit  to  Rome  is  called  Adame  Sympaoft 
borne  in  Edinburgh,  he  was  long  aeerva&t  in  Newbat^  after- 
ward IB'  france  he  terved  Archibald  HaRnlton  die  apostate 
mid  from  him  he  went  with  the  ISaatle  of  Westmorkiid  iat» 
Spaine;  lastHe  he  served  'George  €arr.  Trafficker  for  the 
Spaniards  in  Scotland.  Inl^yiareof  jGtodl59#aBdlWd  he 
said  masse  80me<ymes«}n  the  Lotid  Herise  hoos;  soinetymes  fai 
Arolshous,  and  in  die  yourig  lord  of  Benitonslious  calM  Wodd: 
he  came  last  out  of  Seotbmd  in  the  cOmpMie  of  HontKe ;  he  ia 
-a  verie  cra^e,  cruel,  and  pesdferous  papisty but  nntoarBed*  The 
second' Scottish  abbey  in  Germame  is  at  Wiftaburg  in  Fraids- 
-land;  dieabbottheris'RIehardWrwinbovaeaiMinat  Diimfi^ 
-he  was  inantetynlei  serviaot^o  the  old  Lord  IMise/  and  attencbd 
at*S8»tandro8se  in  the  dd  coHeg^  on  his  sonct  Edmnnd^MBsatdi 
rtow  kWwof  IJhnitowmettiaiMllarf 
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from  Fariae  by  die  popish  bidiop  of  Glasgow  to  Wiaiel  abbot  of 
lieusburg,  and  tber  made  a  numke ;  heis  a  druiikeii»  ipuxnoit^ 
suhtill  and.  malicious  £eUow.  Hie  prior  at  Wirtaburg  is  palled 
fraiH^es^  Haiiiiltoa  4»f  the  hous  of  l^anhouse,  as  he  sajretb,  btit  I 
ri^er  tyake  that  he  is  one  of  the  HaiiiUt<H)s  of  Santandrosse^ 
he.  was  scHaetymes  at  pout  ofuson  m  Locaine,  aod  afterwardi 
atudiedunder the  Jesuits  at  Wiztzhurg  and  Reusbusg ;  ther 
iaaotamoiebla^henious  cnid  and  vtna^ui  enemie  against, 
the  gospel  of  Christ  of  our  nation  then  this  Hamilton ;  but 
imhalla  proud  twleamed  bodie:  The  third  Scotishman  at- 
Wirtzborgh  his  name  is  John  Stuard  home  about  Glasgow  a 
bojr  of  IS  jeara  of  age ;  more  monkes  Seotishmen  thej  faar0 
not»  because  none  ofour  nation  that  feareth  God  will  entar 
into  so  in£H»ous  and  idolatrous  a  sooietie.  The  third  Scottish 
abbey  ffi  at  JBrfurd  in  the  land  of  Thuringia»  the  abbots  name 
is  J^n  Walker,  borne  I  tliink  about  Disert  in  Fyfb ;  he  is  aU 
alone  for  want  of  Soottkh  pa{»sts  The  Scottiidi  papists  of 
the  foresj|id  places  have  had  a  meeting  at  Wirtd>urg  the  19 
of  April  JL596  according  to  the  directicHi  of  the  pops  legat  in 
Germanie,  aod  the  bishq>  of  Wirtzburgh,. called  Julius  Ext^r 
f  one  of  the  greatest  asemies  that  the  gospel  of  our  Saviour 
hath  in  Germanie)  for  the  electing  of  some  of  these  Scottidi 
•papists  to  send  into  Scotland  thb  yeane,  and  that  for  two 
causes  cheiflie;  first,  that  .they  may  leame  the  whole  state 
^nd  condition  of  the  countrey,  and  consult  with  the  papists 
ther,  li^iat  is  to  begone  for  the  subversion  ni  the  present  state 
of  religion  in  Scodand:  secoadlie  ito  make  a  chinoe  of  chil- 
dff^Qf  ^between  the  age  of  1<2  and  IS. years  to  be  bvc^ht  into 
Germanie,  partUe  for  the  furnishing  of  their  abbeys,  not  only 
whiph  praesCTtlie  th^  possaspc,  but  also  e£  those  plaoea  which 
they  are  in  hope  toobtaine  at  .the  pops  and  Emperours. hands ; 
the  abbayes  are  there,  one  in  Vienna,  two  at  Cden,  one  at 
Nenvstat,  Jttie  at  Ments,  moA  anocter  at  Wonnes :  aad  partBe 
that^theae  younglings  laay  .be  edueated. wiith  the  Jesuits  to  be 
sans  .afterwards  into  Scedand  for  the.effiftotiBg  dof  ther  pur- 
IMMiess  the  b^Bhef^  of  Wirtaburg  hath  piaanAed  ta  naiatain  at 
his -chargea  threesQora  of  thes^' jPQi^  hiqpBS,  -the  Bishop  i  of 
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Salteburg  fortie,  and  the  Inshop  of  Betnliorg  tvoitie  dii  lliey 
he.Me  to  be  made  masse  preiats^  Jesuits  or  monkes :  It  is 
tiuraght  that  ekhCT  Wnror.or/HamiiiiOli  ^bM  be  wnt  this  nwi- 
tat»  into  ScoUand  for^tiuit  .purpose*  .  Tbe  Jaid  of  I«etbicigt(m 
caUed  Metaten  depavted^m^tbe  Earlas^at  Lieds^altotti  .the- 
£0of  Ai2gu8tl5^  towiU-da  E^Hiifi^  ia  ^.his  j^iniay  he.'had 
long :8Dd Jimotts  ooD&reaceB  with  ik^  Jesuits:  Goosdon-fand 
Cndiicm  Soots  Jeai^  andone  cdiediioU  an  Ei^jMsh.  Jeaiit 
gave  him  letters  of  rccomnKiidatimi  to.  all  those  pJaeea,  s»  als# . 
a  flection  to  reoeave  of  the  Jeso^  at  eserie  neede  three  han^  * 
:dreth  crownes  £or  the  hbtler.  expedition  of  hi^  i^hires :  what 
letters  he  had  to  the  pope»  coU^e  «f  Cvdinals  or-lhe  Spawh 
An^aMadour  at  Roiae^  eidwr  from  enewiea  at  home  or  abroad 
I  know  not :  your  wisdomes  m^  judge. that hia  going  so-  Iwig 
and  tedious  a^oumey  was  not  ii^rsamUtxidea^    Whilea  1^  ee^  , 
majFoed  in  Scotland  in  iheXord  Herise  his  fiNh^  in  la^a  h^o^ise 
he  faadtgijeatjnteitigence  with  many  popish  pnesta^  bQtb£pghsh 
and  Scottish  but  namely. with  one  Sicill  an  Eogli^^^nest  that; 
lurketh  m^st  commonhe  in  .the  Loid  HeKisashous.^  in  the  . 
bordeiBttotfarr  fcom.t})ience  t  they  use  commoi^  ibs  bsi^  f£ 
a  poore  craftie  kna(Ke>.uaaaspected  gX  smy  man  bj^canse  of  hk 
outward  simplicities- iacavyiog^mdjeourying  of  lettesft  biBtvi^^aft- 
the  papists  of- England  and  Scotland  wboee  sitrqamee  is  Hoi^ 
boxglvhehanteth  in  Dundrisse  andi^Hiae  quartm^^   FblfMes 
rao^  dangecoua  in  SiUKtiand  arQ'lli^  &^^  North(S§|t.i 

wheoe  Godft^  the.  iun|^  and  whide  realma  eneipieaaf^repttw- > 
ed^  b^rboured  andJoaterte^d*.   In  .Scotland  pipa^»t)ie  Ijf: 
they  be  not  of  lale  dqpfrtad  out  of  Ae^^aod^  th«i^#m  Jew^  . 
Afackwhiniy,,]\|ldx^  Ab^mromiet|u^4ine  Mu|?(|9^«piefifor 
the  Spaniard,  and  notiHaoos  tiraitora  to  God,  his  church,  tha.; 
kii^  mi^estic^  and' the  who^e  I'aiuL     There  is  abo  in  GermiEuiie 
onetiaQied  A^ohflMd  ABdenbnrwhom  my-half  brother  by  the  ' 
fleah  a;pro&8aor  of  the  Grebe  ttonpie  in.  th6  Jesute  J^iJ^iUi^lge 
at  Grata  im  the  coimtney  of  .£^i!»ai»  Mkom  I  sogl^  to  reduce 
from  that  jo^pistic^  bandage ;  but  he  kiKriRing  otja^  corna:^ 
'to  Cramaw  in  Boii^i^niq  where  then  he  jremayn^  wa9  sudden-t . 
lie  transported  from  th^wje  %  the,  Jei^ts  to  Vitjiya.  u. 
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No  VII.    [Melvini  Epistolae  MSS.  p.  29^3 

Mdvmus  ad  Senatum  Angllcanum. 

Artaxerxes  cognomento  memoriosufl  in  veterem  Judeonun 
•cdeaiaiii  ab  exHio  reducem  Persarum  Monardia  beneficep-^ 
tMnkngg,  Legem  de  cidtu  diyino  et  religione  moderanda  sanxit 
drnnkus  in  haec  verba:  Q^idquid  est  de  senteniia  Dei  cceledis 
perfidtor  ^iHligenter  in  domo  Dei  ccdestis  :  ut  non  sitjervens  Ura 
in  r^nrnm  regemetfUos  efus.  Hanc  ego  legem  cum  similibtia 
uycrm  gcrtpturs  lods  non  ne^igentissime  comparatam,  multo 
antequam  AngHam  hac  vice  oogitassem,  s«pe  mecum  et  diu 
mnltumque  pro  muneris  mflii  diyinitus  mandati  ratione,  medi-* 
tatus,  terdo  abhinc  arnio,  Septembri  mense  yergente  in  cede 
Hamptoniana  jnssus  sacris  interesse,  tarn  spectator,  quam 
auditor  insolensy  pro  re  nata  carmen  breve  et  Dramaticwn, 
Regiae  majestati,  inrocato  numine,  redtandum  feci,  Cujos 
ex&aiplum  inscio  me  descriptum  et  depravatom  et  mutflum 
postea  Novembri  predpite,  mflii  coram  amplissimo  senahi 
criminis  loco  objectmn :  et  anni  in^equeatis  adulto  vere  denuo 
exacerbatmn  fait.  In  hac  causa  dicenda  sine  fuco  et  fidlaciis 
more  majormn,  et  meis  verstcolis  a  criminis  atrodtate  cujoa 
aflinis  non  essem  libere  vindicandisy  si  quid  mihi  tam  necessatio 
tempore  meo,  minus  decore  pro  Ingus  gentis  indole  et  regpi 
moribus  respondent!  humamtus  excidity  quod  quemquam  mor« 
tidium  jure  ofenderit,  nedum  Senatum  amplissimum,  ut  €(jus 
ego  tire  errorisy  sive  rustidtatis  pcenam  bieonali  carcere  adhuc 
luo :  ita  venian  supplex  primum  a  J^eo  patre  indulgentisstmo» 
detnde  a  Brkanniarum  Rege  ClementissimOi  denique  A  am- 
plissimo Senates  singulari  sequammitate  etiam  a^ue  etiam 
peto. 

N®  VIII.    [Orig.  in  Arch.  Eccles.  Scotic.  Vol.  xxviii.  N^  6.j 

Letter  from  An&ew  MdvBle  to  Shr  James  Sempill 

of  Behrees. 

My  dewtie  humblie  remembered  Please  yo«"  w.  being  pre-» 

▼ented  by  yo*^  undeserved  kindness,  I  am  emboldened  to  aske 

your  counsel  and  good  advice  at  thi«  t3rme.    I  heare  that  the 

VOL.  If.  L  1 


5S*  Ar^Nm3C 

Duke  of  Bidbn  hsdr  requested  hig  Mm  by  Ifttera  and  by  my 
Lord  Wotton  Ambassadour,  in  my  favour,  and  tbat  his  Ma.  i» 
not  unwilling  iJb  shew  m6  i^6me  gracibus  fhtour.  Therfor  I 
abh^t  k  %  S^ti^  td  ^Sit^  %<  btftfn$t§'iltor#f^  mtle  the 
l^nce  Highned^  a  nilturifll  §ahj(ict  Afld  if  bashfynes  #dld 
itH^  tiib  fb  i^p^fpk:  the  tHilh^  bnt^  ecftn^  6f  tbftfse  ^vbdiM  hkt 
i^eil  ptogeiMm  htth  ai^<y#I^ged  ifot  olify  fkHhAill  iia** 
i^ts  but  f^  fHendly  ktnifoik;  Sd  tb^  natttrall  afibction 
StiovAd  coffithkna  tHe  i'^veri^tjy  to  hoDo^  and  f^hMIy  to  seHtf 
his  Ma.  and  prbg^hy,  hamely  hi»  Ifighh^  ^tri«  ObhMi  id- 
Vailceth  td  succeed  in  the  royall  throhe,  wifldl  ib  e^li^lished 
by  two  gfbimd  piAltd^  Justice  lind  RdRgion^  wh^rdctf*  the  last 
htsffi  been  my  ^ing  and  ex^iat  th^e  36  ]^6ar8  ttt  the  least 
hk  ihy  owitfc  iiad¥e  bounce,  *ekc<^t  so  mudi  ai  Eh||§&id  halit 
broken  OT  tte  course  of  my  ohlmarie  lrdv6les.  I  ^isks  trans* 
j)orted  thirwB  yeert  ago  by  the  kchrice  &  adftoiitie  bod)  of 
general!  /fsseemMy  and  thi^^estats  at  hk  Mte; aMtiftettdirom 
Gfascb  (where  six  y^ers  ihe  Ldrd  had  BMssM  my  Iftbdnrs  iri 
m^Sm  St  MYipm  to  M^  cirtmrt  df  thechit^ftlfrli^Slbiik'Vyrthe 
i^b^trib)  \ifm  9t  Ahdi^dis'fdr  MortkUng  of  the  UMi«i^^ifi^, 
mA  '^ri^etifig  k  cdMl^  of  DlVin^ie  for  the  prbf^dh  bf  l^am- 
^tongues  8r  Theologi^  %aiktet  thie  SenHfliiari^  df  Rems  and 
kdiitib :  Whereih  I  wia  phicMby  Cottrittlsstona^s both  ^  Chvrdi 
aiid  C6uni^.  autbdi4^ed  'i^  hi§  'm(f  conMsSMtSbut  ih  ihenst  *o^ 
KiVfti  ^Kariher.  A%»  I  «»*-%  ^,  ft  Mod^sUe  td  ttkt^  the 
i¥tAh;  1  ^i^  i^  %  B«ft  f  hitli^  b^^  f^tWiA  ut  xAy  gtM 
iH§ak^r^  iiot^thsti!^d!i%  i^^  «l^  ttkse  fMr 

y^lfrs'^^y^  and  ihoi^  I  imb  fe^^%ltHhdM«A  mm  p^tHKog 
^Aiy  dewlBfe  to  vcfy  eduM^^  ttid  i^iiWA'^'Otfd  AeMiif  atf 
is  notoriously  knowen^  to  my  great  regrate.  Now  Reason  a&d 
Conscience  biud  me  to  this  obligation  of  my  calKng  and  dit*- 
charge  of  my  dewtie,  if  so  ft  wola  please  his  wa.  And  l-fbore 
the  neceii^itie  df  that  holy  work  W6ld  draveli^yllhat  the  foa- 
taines  of  Learning  and  Relligion  be  not  dryed  up  iuHMH"  barretf 
country.  '  And  my  old  age  doth  no  lesse  drive,  if 'fiiot  rest  ttoat 
tri^el,  tit  the  lea^  an  hane^  retreat  frrnn  Warefare  witl^  mj 
own  farison add  corsgnrdy  nith  hope  af trarmll'withniy  i 


ivn.  'Inlhe  mennetjime  I  offer  my  humble  temoekunta.  die 
Prince  ha  highileSj  if  your  w.  tMnk  it  expocUent,  widi  ^ad* 
y^se  of  my  two  intire  and  speciail  friends  Sir  Jame*  Fowlarton 
md  Mr  ^Thomas  MUmiy^  to  wboiA  these  presei^  viU  Jooake 
day  heartie  eemendations.  So  taking  my  leave  I  Keoai«i^[^ 
you  8^' to'ilie  grace  of  Qed  t^  a  Joyful  me^tiiig  at  Ua  gOQ4 
"'^^ileasdur. 

•  '**'>  .^ .  Yd"  itt  y*  I«ord  to  be  commandit  . 

^  An»  Melvine.  ^ 

'London  Tower  tilts  findl 
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L^lttej  bqm  Ap^Gfr  ^^Iville  to  R.pbejrt  Durie  ^t  Ley  den.  * 

Bi^  .reverend  and  dearly  beloved  &ther  ia,  die  X^ird 
Jesus^' your  last  l^ter  wa*  ieXL  of-kyndfy  stufi^  and  so  witfi 
very  eweet^  me,  namely  your  owne  go«Uy  and  constant  reao* 
hjitioBi  ^[diareunto  adsorik  me  secium  in  v$rumgu€iuymparith 
tum^  ud* *  ^ Qui fnanendum^  ArhHrvhu na$tr$* Q^Jhiivt^ u4U4tt^mf 
n$vnt.  Tecum  ega  viuere  anufm,  etiam  abeam  ergo  /t&#iir«  fto* 
ceavefhiliiis'bearar,  your  sone  Johne^  ^oration  wMi  t^anki^ 
and  great  ho^  he  shall  ^a  good  instrument  aft^oup  d^MH* 
Ingi  We  have  heard  nodiing  farther  of-  Scotta  or  in^ish 
newes,  hvttr  oidy  die  retimwig-  of  Mr.  SigWe  a^baooadar 
from  Spaise  wHb  be  noi<^>  adjoyned  to  the  secret  counsall  for 
l^ifMrfiAiMfrvice.:  ^  that  we  look  to  he»r  shortly  of  the 
Xi*  Smneraet  i&  his  la.  and  vyers  their  complices.  We  'ex« 
peet  1^  i^tui;pij^g  ^f  ^ur  di^^^  j^  J^nce  from  Pa^.  thia 
weeke  at  the  farrest,  the  peace  being  ratified  from  tiie  parlia*^ 
ment  of  Parise.  From  Mr^  Johne  Forbess  neuer  a  word  haue. 
we  yet  re$?eaved>  and  so  remaine  we  in  suspence :  only  the. 
ministrie  of  FUssing  as  you  wrait  appears  to  say  sumthing,. 
whereof  I  gather  litle  comfort  or  gratious  answer  from  the  mo* 
narche,  Xiosdbe  mercifiill  to  his  chosen  ^nd  faithfull  servant%- 
quibus^  vbi  desinet  humarmm  ibi  incipit  dimnum.  auxUium*    In 
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fiiia  Chri$io  twU  omrma  ad  bexe  bmUque  viuendunu    Ip$a  ed 
■buyviaverUaM  et  vita.    Ah  ipso  est  Paracletus,  mm  ir«{jMX«rH, 
mm  f  wM^mfAvi**9  mt  M^marm.      I  tlumk  ycni  for  Roseus  and 
GodBftitts.  things  goes  not  euUl  as  we  haue  hetfd.  Bot  we 
cannot  bot  faare  the  act  fmm  li»  ftKite  to  the  classes,  howb^ 
we  know  not  as  yet  the  eonteqt^  thereof*  I  thank  jou  9iMo  for 
Mr.  Robert  Bruce  that  ccmsta^t  confessor  and  ahnost  mar^ 
of  our  Lord  Jesus.    The  Lord  [;keep3  hhn  and  his  for  ever^^  I 
n^er  remember  him  and  his  w^out  comfort  and  heart  lift  up  to 
God  And  so  I  doe  when  I  remember  or  hear#  or  speaks  of  any 
of  you  all  that  suffers  for  Christ  and  his  chaitdiu    Eaioe  woU 
I  heare  good  things  from  Mr.  WiUiam  Scotte»  Mr.  Joime  Car- 
micheil  &  Mr.  Johne  Dykes  whom  I  hope  the  Lord  hath  not 
left  destitute  of  his  good  spirit,  but  that  they  shine,  as  burning 
lamps  in  the  mids  of  that  confused  darkness^    Mr.  Patrick 
Symsone  triuinphes,  whose  ^cclesiastdck  histoty  I  hearebe^um 
.fimh  bot  not  cum  to  mf  ha^ds,  qut^  ffgofretM  ^^f^pUaOo  rt- 
dimam.    I  cmaotteil  i^i^  bep«oi/of  Mr.  J%|.  Q^im^^ 
labours,  or  wheUier  he  be  yet  aliue.  M^*  Jobae  Da^ibotte  left 
aom  note  behind  him  of  our  tyme,  at^d  so  did  Mn  J(4kne  Jon- 
alouiu  I  speak  nothing  of  my  cousing.  1  wold  aU  wer^  safeito 
.^lak  jout  1^  tme  narratiotta  to  the  poilerity«    I  leli  with  mf 
,ltt6ng  and  faithful  gossep  yoisr  iather  in  law  Mn  Knox's  let- 
.tcrti    I  y^^  th'^ioi  to  be  furthcuou^g.     Mak  my  hartly  com- 
mendation^ to  h^m  ,k  I^s,  fmd  l^^u^ne^  w)^  you  paa^pf  a^.* 
..^Thia  in  gi^eat  haist^  with  commendatiopa  to  9A  friends  ,tiM^ 

.......  An;  Mcbffl^ 

'  Sedani  24f  Maij  1616*  [" 


*  A  pafftgmph  liert  oiiiUc^  kat  b^eil  inseHo^  abovt,  ppu  110*7; 
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Arran,  James  Stewart,  Earl  of,  i.  261.  .His  profl^acy,  i  26^. 
Melville's  reply  to  his  menace,  i.  27^.  Removed  frojm  the 
King,  i.  275.  *  Again  received  at  court,  i.  284  His  vio- 
lence, i.  291*.  ^14,  b27..  Flies  on  the  return  of  the  banished 
iDrdS;  i.  329.    his  return  and  professions,  ii.  25-5. 
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Ashley,  Sir  Anthony,  ii.  252. 

Atheirner,  John,  i.  218-19. 

Atkinsofiy  Thomas,  answers  a  poem  of  Miflville,  ii.  191* 

Atftouy  Sir  Robert,  ii.'327.  828. 


BaJcanquhally  Walter,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  flies  to  E^land, 
i.  313.  Preaches  in  London,  i.  324'.  Interrupted  in  the 
pulpit  by  King  James,  i.  344(»    Again  retires  to  Engand,  ii. 

.  98.    Denounced  rebel,  ib. 

Baldwin^  Francis,  Melville  attends  his  lectures  Oti  Civil  law  at 
Paris,  i,  27-  »  u 

Balfour y  James,  minister  of  Edinburgh,  ii.  93,  166;  Called 
up  to  London,  ii,  222. 

« ,  of  Bui-fey,  ii.  10.    Broil  betwfeen  M^ville  ftrtd,  ii.  53.* 

Bamfordy  ■    ,  a  nonconformist  nunigter  offers  a  sum  of 

money  to  the  Scots  Wiinlsters  at  London,  ii.  269.  ^ 

Bancroft^  t)r.  Richard,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  writer 
Ag^nst  the  churcTi  of  Scotland,  i.  176,  387-9,  iJ91,  392. 
Answered  by  Davidson,  i.  390.  ii.  244.  Melvillte^  attack 
upon,  ii.  244-5.  Interview  with  the  Scdts  fmnfetetJ^  imd,  ii, 
254-6. 

Pannermany  Robert,  i.  467-469. 

Parlfmy  Dr.  Bishop  of  Lihcoln,  li.  236,  245. 

Bartasy  Guilleaiime,  du,  a  Wench  poet,  l^isits  ScotUmd,  i.  368. 
Hears  Melville  lecture,  i.  370-1. 

BasMndyney  Bassanden,  Thomas,  his  will  quoted>  i.  92y  20S, 
His  bible,-l:  465-7. 

Beatofiy  Archbishop  James,  i.  224,  226.  ii.1'57. 

Benedidy  Pope  Xal.  founds  the  University  of  Si.  Aiiarews, 
i.2al. 

Bertiramy  Cornelius,  l^elville  studies  oribntal  Tgnguifgeft 'tbder, 
1.33,34. 

Beztty  Theodore,  Melville's  introduction  to,  *i.  S^.  Sfe'  cha- 
racter^!. 35-8.  MelvilleV intimacy  with^  i.'SS.  )&  polfti'- 
cal  tract  suppressed,  i.  50.  ^Account  of  it^  i.  424^  His 
recommendation  of  Melville,  'i.  54.  MeTyAle\  tetfer  *t/o\ 
i.  200-2.    His  treatise  ob  E^^c^icy,  Lil68. 

Sme^,  James,' i.  211.  -.  \ 

Bizzarusy  !Petnls,  an  Italian  poet,  his  verses  on  If^viD^  i.16. 

Blacky  David,  minister  at  l§t  Andrews,  ii.  T4r  u^SuS&S^ 
Melville  against  Burley,  ii.  '53^4.  His  d^luu^iirey  and  sen^ 
^leoccj  ii.  70-9,  485-6.    Peath,  iL  123,    Character/487'8, 

*iwiclcb^mf  Peter,  teaches  in  ttie  college  of  Gta^oiir,  i/W*  Bft 
dis^putes  vrith  Melvipe,  i.  78.  A  bene&t^tdr  tbthe^Ubrary 
of  Glasgow,  i.  91.  itis  dreanu  i.  435^.  Made'M^op  of 
XlWffdeen,  u,  150,'    His  presbjteriaTex^rdlB^  ii,  482. 


BlackhaUf  Andrew,  tried  ^  rqu  amitiu^,  i^49JL»     .  , 

'Bodcricy  M,  de  la,  his  account  of  Melville's  appearfuic^  l^efpre 
the  Englkb  I^iTv  Co^cH,  i^.  2^.         .    .    ^    .  •    ^ 

Bonnefoy^  Edmond,  the  civilian,  1.  44-4<5. 

BotJmeUy  Earl  <^,  ministers  aspersed  as  favouring,  I  ^8-9. 

Bouillon^  Duke  of,  exertions  by,  to  procure  Melville  to  th^ 
University  of  Se^ai^  n.408,'41i,  ^^e^vU^e  celcibrates  th^ 
marriagieof  (lis  ^ughter,  ii.4s49.      .. 

Boi/df  Atchbishop  James,  lurges  Melville's  setUe^ient  in  the 
college  of  Glasgow,  i.  64«  A  benefaptor  to  its, literary,  i..9h 
Defence  of  Melville's  behavioiir  to^.i.  132,  l§6-9, 

— ,  Mark  Alexander,  i.  85. 

■,  Robert,  of  Trochrig,  i.  83.  ii.  312-1 3.    Character  of 
Melville  from  his  obituary,  Ji.  459. 

Broughton^  Hi^,  the  Mebriciaii,  iL  7. 

Brown,  Gilbert,  ^  priest,  ii,  20B.  ^ ,  I 

^.  ■,  Robert,  the  independent,  visits  Scotland,  i-  325* 

Bruce,  Robert,  minister  q£  Edinburgh,  i,  B.  Account  of,  i, 
380-1.  King  .  Jraine;s'  jirofei^sions  of  gratitude  to,  L  380-2, 
Crowns  Queen  Anne,  i.  383.  Elected  to  be  mitii^ter  of 
St.  Andrews,  u  4by-y0-  Repels  tlie  King's  accusatior^j 
ii.  39.  His  loyalty,  ii,  4S-  Eiuleavotirs  to  repress  a  tu- 
mult, ii,  84  ]&  (lenouticed  rebel,  ii.  93.  His  apology  viti- 
ated, ii  94-95.  His  bariishnient  and  tiaril  treatment^  ii  16^- 
71.    His  sermons,  iip  310.     His  constancy,  ii.  437,  532. 

Btichanan,  Georse,  MclviUe^a  early  acquaintance  with,  i.  1 4*. 
'Appointed  with  Melville  to  examine  Adainson^itipoenir  i.64. 
A  benefactor  to  Glasgow  college,  i,  91.  His  care  of  King 
James'  education,  i.  10^2-3.  His  deatli,  i.  277-  Aciiount  qf 
a  visit  by  Melville  to,  L  278,  His  letter  to  llandolphj  ii.515. 
,  Thomas,  i-  137.  His  defence  of  the  rights  of  tli^e 
churcht  i*  ^^7*'  Gained  over  by  the  King,  ii.  iOJ*  Eni 
l^eavours  to  hinder  Melville  from  speaking  in  Uie  synod  of 
Fife,  ii,.  127^    Mentioned  ii.  132.     His  death,  ii,  154. 

B^uJaiifge^'Du  presMient  of  St  John's  College,  his  sermoni  ii. 

:    2^ 

Budaus,  Gulielmus  recommends  ^e  founding,  gt  jthe  Boya) 
Trilii^al  Collogci  atrPams^.  i.  id. 

^i|^A»jDuncan,\)ooks  pr^en|ied' to  tbe^#n^,ersilj  of  GlasgoiT^ 
'by,ir4^2. 

Bumety  Alexander,  L  416.  .  [ 

C 

Calddeught  Jdbn,  rencontre  between  Mely^e,apd,)U257.  ^ 
profeAfor  at  St.  -Ao^^Jf^y^St, .  iu.6.  JThe  .'gccasiQn  of  a  not 
against  Melville,  u.  8-9,  475*7. 

Campbell,  Alexander^  Bishoi)  of  Brechin,  jSlelyiUe  ?:eti_._ 
Geneva  with^  i.  53.    Incidents  in  the'  journey,  i.  54-^. 


d^tgsifllf  Robert,  of  Kii^eimdeaghy  DarUbon's  Mentorud  of» 

1.41415,449-53. 
Ckmfron^  Jdm,  character  of>  ii.  Sll-^l^.  M^fOle's  advice  id, 

ii.  398*  •  '         .  ' 

Capd^  Aaron,  li.  403,  415,  420. 
Cape&usy  Jacobus,  il  420. 

Corleton^  George,  Bidiop,  Melv^le'g  letter  to,  i.  321.  ii.  518. 
Carmkhaelf  James,  minister  at  iladdifigton,  L  318,  34S.  fi« 

248,299,318,426,532.  .        :• 

'■'    ■  -,  John,-mini«tcr  of  KHconqtdun^,  ii.  1 32.     Called  up 

to  London,  ii.  221.    Hit  constancy,  ii.  426,  532. 
fiarpentarifUy  J^cobifs,  Melyilli;  attends  }u8  lectures  at  Palis, 

1. 24.  • 

,  Fetnis,  hiftmology  for  die  nm^sacre  at  Paris,  i. 

50-51.  •      '  ... 

Car«e^f^,  Jdm,. his  Gaelic  prayer-^book,  ii.  178. 
Cutaoifon,  Isaac,  bis  letters  to  MeMlle,  ii.  1^5-6.     Cotnes  to 
*     England,  ii.  399.    Visits  MelriHe  in  the  Tower,  ii.  400. 
:€a8sHis,  Earl  of,  apj^es  to  the  king^  in  behalf  of  Melville,  ii. 

414.  '      '  ^    '      . 

Ckarpenfter.    See  CarpentariuSy  Petnis.  ,       , 

Chevaliery  Ralph,  i.  33.  ' 

ChriMisouy  'William,  minister  of  Dund^,  L  3.  t 

Cockbnme,  James,  specimen  of  his  poetry,  ii«' 325-6. ' 
QMace,  William,  i  231,  428.  ' 

'  CMess^  €ollace,  James  of  St.  Leonard's  College,  i.  12. 42«t, 
Cdty  Adam,  minister  of  Musselburgh,  called  up  to  Londdsi, 
•  n.  222. 
CcloiUey  John  minister  of  Kiftride,  Meh^e's  suspicions  of,  L 

81.    Becomes  Papist,  ib. 
'  CorveZ^r  Richard,  i.zl  5.  t  .-  . 

Cchjyp^^  John,  ground  of  his  imprisonment,,  i.  364.       - 
'■1  I         ,  William,  Bishop  of  Gafloway,  his  sermons,  ik  316^^17. 
.  Anecdote  of,  ii.  879.     •  .       ,  .    >  j 

Cf^igy  John  i.  47,  160.    Draws  up  the  Nati<mal  Cofseniant, 

}«262.   .Hia  conduct  during  Arran's  admini^ratiofi/i.  515- 

*S36.    His  death,  ii.  156. 

m .,  Sir  Thomas,  i.  379.  fi.-318,  328, 4». 

'  Cranston;  Michael,  his  imprudence,  n.  83.    Moderator  <rf^ui| 
,    Presbyterrof  Edinburgh,  ii*  91. 
,  Willi        ' 


iTiUiain,  i.  228. 


Craw/urd,  Archibald,  schoolmaster  at  Glasgow,  a  heofSmMt 

to  the  cc^e^,  i^U  .     i 

CfAw,  Paul,  i.  415,  - 

Cro&layy  Mr.  offers  a  sum  of  money  to  tbe  Scots  minipt^n  «fc 

1  tu^O^  li^,  ii,  325, 
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JCunrnn^umej  AtesdEuider/assat:^  James  MeMUe,  u  S6.    His 

submission^  i.  88,  437^ 
Cunningham,  Bavid^  l^ibdefm  of  Glasgow,  i.  13S.     Baptizes 
'  Prince  Henry,  ii.  52.     His  lines  on  ute  occasion,  ib. 
■-.  ^  ■ .      ,  Hairy,  ii.  498.        •  ' 


JDamman^  Adrian,  u  486^7.  ii.  86.        • 

JJalgliesh,  Nicol,  minister  of  St  Cntiiberts^  sentenced  ta  deadi 

for  praying'for  tbe  ministers  jvho  had  fled,  i.  S14. 
Danieusy  L^)berC,  an  acquaintance  of  Melville,  i.  41. 
J>avidsenf  JoliB^  jmnpip^iof^tbe  dodi^ie  of  Gksgovr;  i.  7a>  139, 

.453-7. 
DaniAofh  John,  minister  at  Libberton  ai;d  Prest^npaBS,  his 
Dialogue  between  a  clerk  and  a  conrtier,  L 126-31 .    Another 
poem,  i.  1 31''2.    IntiBMitea  Moatgomery*s  exc^minunicadon, 
:    u  270*    Preaches  at  Lond»n»  i.  324*    His  answer  to  Ban- 
c^r^,  i.  390.  ii.  244.     !^xt«acts  from  his  Memorial  q£  Eobert 
£  <3ainpbellf  i.  4 14-15,*  449^53^    Part  he  took  in  the  renewiils 
,    of  the  Covenant,  ii.  57-9.    Puts  ha  brethren  on  theiif  guard 
against  episcopacy,  ii.  128.    Hia  conduct  in  the  Assembly  at 
iJundee,  ii.  130-3.    Protests  and  is  prosecuted,  ii.  133-4. 
His  death,  character,^  and  wiittngs,  iL  196-7,  532.    Gram- 
mar School  fojmded  by,  ii.  301,  503.  .         - 
T^avisonf  W.'  extract^  from  his  letters  to  Walsingham,  iL  521^. 
j>^ald$on^  Walter,  principal  of  the  University  of  Sedan,  ii.  420. 
Ihuglasy  George,  Bishop  af^  Murray,  i.  153. 

-* John,  Provost  of  St  Mary's  College  and  Archbislu^  af 

St  Andrews,  his  kindness  to  Melville^  i.  13.  His  death,  i.  63. 
D(»vnham,  Dr.,  Melville's  answer  to  his  sermon,  ii.  347,  514* 
Drummond,  Sir-Edward,  studies  under  Melville,  i.  76. 

— ^-r William,  of  Hawthomden,  lines  by,  ii.  314-15. 

JOmbar^  Earl  of,  disgraceful  methods  by  which  he  procured 
Ihe  cond.emnation  of  six  ministers,  ii,  205<-d.  .  Advises  Mel- 
•  vSle  and/his  bretlu^n  to  ^o  to  London,  ,ii.  222.  Convetsa- 
tioa  between  James  Melville  and,  ii.  234.  Commissioner  to 
the  Assembly  which  restores  episcopacy,  ii.  388-9K  MeU 
ville's  denunciation  against,  ii.  394« 
t^jPij^K^Hs  Andrew,  nunisterat  Crail,  i.  259.  Found-  guilty  .of 
treason,  ii.  205.  Banished  to  FVance,  iL  208«  His  Grain- 
nar,  ii.  299.    Returns  to  Scotland,  iL  435.r  I 

-'.>■■.■■  I   '■  John  Apdrew,  account  of,  L  415-17. 
,-..*.«---*  Mark,  Professor  at  Saumur,  L  417.  iL  328* 
i^ncansony  John,  i.  229. 
•|-i  .1  ■  I ' '  , .  «  Thomas,  i*  137.    . 

Duryy  John,  minister  at  Edinburgh,  his  motion  agaiast  epoco* 
pacy  supported  by  Melville,  i.  159-60.  Account  of,  L  lbO-1. 
Accompanies  Melville  to  St  Andrews^  iL  252.    Dibcliarged 


firom  preaduDi,  i.  270.  His  deatb^  iL  1SSh6.  Account  of 
a  sermon  by,  ii.  516. 

thirst  Robert,  ministorof  Aostrutberyii.  3, 1??,  ^B.^  Preach- 
es in  Lewis,  ii*  177*  Found  guilty  of  trea3on»  ii.  203.  h^' 
nished  to  France,  ii.  208,  Minister  at  I^den>  i\.  J^%* 
Melville's  letters  to,  ii.  442,  445-8,  530.   His  death,  ii.  448. 

Hureiui^  Melville  attends  his  leetures  at  Paris,  i.  24. 

Dtxm^,  an  early  teacher  at  Glasgow,  i,.  468. 

%i«r>.  Jobn,  4.  ISS^  970^  i^73t  532. 

%  '    ' 

E^isiamy  Dr.  answers  MelviMc^fl  epigram,  ii.  ^18. 

mlesmere.  Lord,  Chancellor,  of  England,  his  advice  *to  Mel« 
vilte,  U.  246,  26&. 

Eiphtnstone^  Bishop,  <i.^2> 

ErasfnuSf'U  19. 

Erskincy  Adam,  and  David,  i.  fOl. 

Alexander,  of'Gogar,  i.  lol. 

-  J<^n,  of  Dun,  a  -pupil  of  Melville's  *fiither,  i.  10. 

Studies  under  Melanchtnon,  ib.  Cul^v^tes  Wiiliart's  ao* 
quaintance,  i.  11.    i£s  death  ii.  2D-1.    Verses  on,  ii.  21*2. 

F  . 

fayfiy  Antonie  de  la,  i.  427. 

"Fermsoriy  David,  minister  of  DuilfermHne,  his  address  to  diPe 
General  Assembly,  ii.  60.  To  the  Synod  of  Fife,  ij.  127-8. 
His  death,  ii.  153.     A  work  by,  ii.  153*4. 

*JVrme,  Charles,  principal  of  the  College  of  Trazerburgb,  ik 
286.     Account  of,  ii.  286-7. 

ForcateUuSy  Melville  attends  his  lectures  at  Paris,  i.  24. 

jFor^e*,  John,  minister  of  Alford,  ii.  200.    Moderator  df  the 

^  Assembly  at  Aberdeen,  ii.  202,  204.  Found  guilty  of  trea« 
son,  ii.  205.  Banished  to  France,  ii.  208.  Settles  in  Hol- 
land, ii.  432.  Letter  by,  to  James  Melvijle,  iLf434-6,  .His 
fruitless  journey  to  England,  li.  447*    His^  death,  ii.r4^. 

- — . —  Bishop,  Patrick,  of  Corse,  accon^pani^  Melvijlfs  te 
'London,  i.  318.     His  writings,  ii.  316. 

.Forestery  Andrew,  i..490. 

'Fronds^  I.  of  FVance,  fouifds  the 'Rpyal  Trilingual  CoUe^e  at 

Paris,  i.  19. 
.  Ffazety  Alexander,  of  PhiUorth,  foundsa  College  ^  Frazer^ 
burgh,  ii.  285. 

FuUertony'SiT  James,  studies  under  Melville,  i.  76.  ii.  293. 
Establishes  a  scho^  at  Dublin,  ii.  291-4.  ;^cquaint8  Mel- 
ville ^h  the  death  of  rhis  nephew  James^  IL  438.     {1% 

*    friendship  to  M^ville,  ii.  £94,  410,  ;530* 


.     -,  -    •  G  •;••'••:• 

GaUfmif,  Patrick,  i.  *72.  ii.  68. 

G^<fc/y,  John,  transcribes  Buchanan's  History,  i.  312. 

Gibson,  James,  mirilRter  of  Pencaitiand,  kupmoned  for  atef* 
mon,  i.  946,  _  ^^_ 

Gitbdft, MictiaeljOj^oiitioiitohis  settknaentat  North  Berwick, 
i.  491-5'.  .  ; 

Giiiespie,  tJciorge,  i.  488.  ,       .  . 

Glad&tanesy  George,  Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  made\niB»» 
ter  of  St  Andres,  ii.  122.  Aocottnt  of,  ft).  Made  birfiop 
of  Csuthness,  ii.  150.  His  hostility  to  Melville,  ii.  170, 19^ 
276-7,  352.  Ektrafcts  from  his  toilers  to  the  lOng  h,  210^ 
''2^2,  277,  422.  Goes  to  London,  ii.  225.  Hiis  perfidy, 
ii.  892.    "Desirous  to  have  'Doctors  <rf  Ditanity  in  Scotland, 

**.  452. 

&iafnms,  Chaticcfflor,  his  dfealh  and  character,  1. 198-9. 

, Master  of,  i.  320. 

Glasgow,  John,  Bishop  of,  books  presented4)y,  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Gffi^«iw,  i.  4«0. 

Qomes,  Jan  de  Medina,  a  Spanish  commander,  his  recef^im 
'  at  AnsttUthier  by  Jam^  Melville,  T!.:S75»8. 

Gordon,  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Galloway,  i.  144-5. 

.;; James,  a  Jestdt,  drfeated  in^  diqmte  by  King  Jveieu, 

i.  344-5. 

.»    .  ■>   Dr  Jdto,  ii.  224» 

Gotdarty  Simon,  i.  27.  ^ 

Croiim,  Countess  oi,  Arran^s'hihuinan  behaviour  to,  i.  327. 

Graham,  of  Fintrjr,  apprehended,  ii.^6.    Ejiecuted/h.  80- 

Gray,  William,  minister  at  Lbgie  Montrose,  i.  41 1 . 

Ot\)Uoi,  •lerom,  Sieurlle  L'isle,:L  106. 

Quynd,  David,  467.  ' ' 

6^,J<^,L216. 

H. 

tfaddiston,  ilames  of,  i.  2l5.  ^ 
Hidyburton,  Golond  James, -i.  58. 
'  Hamikon,  Archiballd,  i,  248.  ii.  '524, 

James,  afterwards  Earl  rf  Glanbrissel,  ii«  291-3. 

^ohp,  i.  248. 

,.  Lord,  conversations  between  King  James  and,  i.  366. 

ii.  32.  Bruce's  letter  to,  ii-  94. 

Robert,  i.247.  Removed  from  the  New  CdUege>  255, 

Patrick,  not  the  first  ]who  introduced  the  reformed 


opinions  into  Scotland,  i.  8. 
Hamf&<m,  ^  Thomas,  Lord  AdiM>cate,^ii.  2SL 
Hay,  Alexander,  cletk  tothe  rarivy  council,  waits  on  Mehrille 

on  the  part  of  the  Regent  Morton,  i.  58.    Receives  Mpl- 


540^  INBEX. 

vBle  and  his  breUireii  at  London,  ii.  2^.  Reads  a  charge 
to  them,  ii.  233.  Presento  a  copy  of  verses  by  Mehdlle  to* 
the  King,  ii.  S4?S. 

Matv,  Andrew,  urges  Melville's  settlenKnl  in  the  College  <^- 
Glasgow,  i.  64>.  A  benefactor  to  its  library,  i.  91  A 
frieod  of  Melville,  L  182.  £Ks6«atft  against  Mehiile's  re- 
moval, i  207.  Banished  to  die  North  of  Scotland,  i.  316. 
Presses  Mehrille  to  resume  his  situatioii  id  Glasgow,  i.  349.  > 

...^  Ardiibald,  i.  ^7.  24S. 

««— .  Edmund,  i.  26     His  fnendshtp  to  SnietoOi  i.  1 19» 

^.J^  Geor^,  i.  160,  194. 

Kfiff^foit,  Edwai>d,  aeoount  of>  i.  113^14^,  443-5,  459. 

Hfmry^  Prince,  his  birth  c^^mHed  by  Melville,  ii.  51.  Mel- 
vflje  offers  to  be  his  tator,  iL  409,  529     His  d^ith,  ii  430. 

Herbert^  George,  ii.  160.  Answers  a  poem  of  Melvil)e»  ii.  190. 

Herioty  Andrew,  insults  Mdvilley  i.^  83;  JtfelriBe  8  kWbear 
to,  i.  84. 

Hetireu^  Liord,  i.  84. 

Hepburn,  John,  founds  St  Leonard's  College,- L  220. 

Honier,  John,  i  72,  73, 

Hooter,  Richard,  autfior  tf  Ecclesiastical  Poli^,  pusded  in 
explaining  Jerom«  i^  461. 

HtMman^  Francis,  the  dviKan*  i.  28,  44,  45.  Melville  at* 
tends  his  lectures,  i.  45.    His  Franco  Gallia,  i.  50. 

Hcvsky  Robert,  succeeds  Melville  at  St  Ani^WBy  ii.  276»' 
Account  of,  ii.  278-SO 

Htnmofi,  John,  a  benefiietor  to  th^  C<41ege  of  Glasgow,  i^  9l» 
Rude  treatment  cf,  L  209.  Imprisoned  by  Arran,  i.  314* 
Further  particulars  c^,  ii.  302,  316)  523. 

Hume,  Alexander,  master  ^f  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh, 
ii.  298-301,  501.  His  writings,  ii  315-16.  Poetry,  ii.  325. 
His  letter  to  Melville,  ii  43i  His  admisdon  to  the  Gram- 
mar School  of  Prestonpans,  ii  503. 

^ David  of  Godscroft.  his  writings,  ii.  323-5.  928^  329, 

Melville's  opinion  o^, 

-,,       Lord, Melville  refusjes  to  absolve,  ii  44^5. 

Hunt^,  Andrew,  minister  of  Carnbee,  exeommimieates  Ada»- 
som,  i.  S5S.    Deposed  for  joining  Bothwelly  ii.  4Q.    •    '  ^ 

Ifuntl//y  Earl  o£y  i.  393-5.  ii.  26,  31,  36,  82,  286. 

"        I        .  '.."' T'"^ 

Inverty^y  Lprd,  i.  106. 

'  J  .    .  .    .        " 

J^ck^  lliomas,  a  benefactor  to  the  College  df'GUsgoVi  i  9h 
'  His  Onomasticbn  Poetitum,  L  134-5. - 
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James,  h  of  Seodand,  patronises  the  Univenity  of  St  An- 
drewBf  L  217. 

— VI.  of  Scotland,  MelvUle  introduced  to,  u  65. .  Bftr- 

ticulars  respecting  his  education,  i.  lOl^w  Assumes  th« 
government,  i.  196.  Effects  of  bad  counsels  on,  i.  ^6B^. 
Changes  in  his  administration,  i.  275,  276*  284.  lUgekiis 
at  the  iall  of  die  Prince  of  Oittnge,  i.  S284  lieceives  tte 
banished  nobles  iuto  favour,  i.  329.  His  severity  to  the 
ministers,  i.  335-7,  363  ii.  205-6.  His  character  i.  340-5, 
His  poetry,  L  341^2.  Disputes  with  Bakanquhall,  i.  344» 
With,  a^  Jesuit,  i.  344-5.  Confines  Melville  beyond  Tay, 
i.  361,  481-3*  Restores  him  to  St  Andrews,  i  362.  His 
feelings  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  i.  S66.  His  eulogium  on 
the  church  of  Scotland,  i.  385.  His  professions  to  Melville,  i. 
383-  Bancroft's  insinuations  as  to  his  dissimulation,  i*  39&- 
Beprovedby  IVfclville,  i.  393-4.  ii  4-9,  64,  66-8,  109,  11?, 
Establishes  Presbytery,  i.  405.  His  fluctuating  and  deceitful 
policy,  ii.  27-30, 33-4.  His  favour  to  the  popish  lords  account* 
ed  for,  ii.  36-8*  Upbraids  the  ministers  with  favouring  Botb* 
well,  ii.  39.  Accompanied  by  the  Melvilles  in  his  expedition 
fjgaiostlhe  popish  lords,  ii.  50.  Summons  Black  and  Melvill^ 
ii  53.  Prosecutes  Black,  ii.  70-9.  Use  he  makes  of  the  tu* 
tavit  in  Edinburgh,  ii  89-93.  His  questions  to  the  General 
Assembly,  ii.  95-6*  Calls  a  convention  at  Perth,  ii.  96.  Cor- 
rupts the  ministers,  ii.  100-7«  Interrupts  Wallace  in  the  puK 
pit,  ii  112.     Deprives  Welwood,  ii.  119.    Hinders  MelyiUe 

'  trom  speaking  in  the  General  Assembly,  ii.  130-1.  His  in^- 
terview  with  Melville  at  Montrose,  iu  145.  His  embassy  to 
the  Pope,  ii.  157.  His  True  Law  ctf  Free  Monarchies,  ii.  158- 
60.  BasiliconDoron,ii.  161-5,488-90.  His  injuries  to  Bruc^ 
ii.  167-71^  Threatens  the  Judges  of  the  courts  of  Session,  ii. 

,   170.    'Appoiirts  a  new  holiday,  ii.  171-2.    Confines  Mel- 

'  tille  within  his  college,  ii.  179.  His  accession  to  the  throne 
of  England.  182-3.  Reasons  for  his  severity  to  the  puritans, 
ii.  210.  CaUs  Melville  and  others  to  London,  ii  221.  His 
interviews  with  them  there,  ii.  226,  227-33.  His  amuse- 
ments and  writings  against  the  Pope,  ii.  349-51.  Consents 
to  Melville's  going  to  Sedan,  ii,  403.  His  character  of  Mel- 
yilfe  to  the  Frencm  Ambassador,  ii.  404-5. 

Jerom,  his  testimony  to  the  original  identity  of  bishops  and 
presbyters,  i.  156,  461. 

Jonston,  Arthur,  his  poems  on  Melville,  ii.  443. 

■I     ■■       John,  professor  of  divinity  at  St  Andrews,  account 

of,  ii.  6.    Becomes  Melville's  colleague  at  St  Andrews,  ii.  7. 

Charcfd  to  leave  Dundee,  ii*  131*    Corresponds  with  Du 

Plessis,  ii.  187.    His  Latin  poems,  ii.  328,  329,  512.    Hi^ 

*  CDcomiun  on  Melville^  and  death,  ii.  423-4. 


■  '    '  K  ' .    ^' 

Mekhf  Geor^e^  See  Marischal,  Earf, 

WiUiamy  a  brotker  to  the  former^  lulled  at  Geue^SL^ 

1.428. 
Kamedjjy  Bisbop,  James,  fminds  St  Si^Tator'ft  Coll^e^  i.  217. 
JKrr,  Sir  Andrew,  of.Fadom^de,  accompaDies  Melville  to  St 

Andrews,  i«  252. 
Kimgy  Dr.  Dean  of  Christ's  Church,  his  sermon,  ii«  239. 
KnoXi  Andrew,  minister  at  Paisley,  and  Bbhop  cf  the  Isles, 

atudies  under  Melville,  i.  76.     Apprehends  6e«rge  Ker,  and 

idiscarers  Che  plot  of  ^e  popish  lordi>  ii.  26« 

L 

JLamkertf  Danee,  i.  427 
tanguet,  Hubert,  i.  50,  425,  464. 
'  JLauriesfon,  Snaiton,  laird  ofy  antedates  a  prodapia^. 

tion  against  the  Assembly  at  Aberdeen,  u.  2,01.    Charged 

with  this  by  Melville,  ii  230. 
Xaiv,  James,  Bishop  of  Orkney,  ii.  250. 
Lawrie,  Blaise,  i.  74. 

Lawson,  James,  minister  of  Edinbureb,  a  fellow  student  of 
'  Melville,  i.  13.     Appointed  with  Mefvilfe  to  examine  a  poem 

by  Adamson,  i.  64.    Appointed  with  odiers  to  reason  on 

church-govemmen^  i.  160.    Accompanies  Melville  to  St 

Andrews,  i.  252.    Protests  against  some  late  acts  of  parlia^ 

ment  and  flees  to  England,  i.  313.     His  death  and  character^ 

1.322-4 
Learmoht,  James,  pl^acards  Melville,  i.  282. 

— of  Dairsie,  Melville's  opposition  tp,  ii.  10. 

tscctiusy  Jame^  the  civilian,  a  pupu  ^f  Mdville,  i.  42* 

Lekmonty  William,  ii.  l75. 

Leiifirevicky  Robert,  prosecuted  for  printing  Davidson's  ppe«t: 

i.  123.     Privilege  to  print  books,  u  465-  . 

Lenno^t  Esme  .Stewart,  Dujce  of,  arrives  in  $cotIi^4^  from 

Trance,  i.  260.     Incensed  at  Hielville,  i.  273.     Compdle^ 

to  leave  the  kingdon^,  i.  275*    Designs  and  conduct  of,  i« 

470-3.  ^ 

Earl  of,  son  to  the  former,  ii.  36^  47,  2Q(V  429. 

Zidddi  Dr  Duncan,  ii.  323.  ,-         ^ 

Lind)res,  Lawrence,  i.  215.  . ' 

Lindsayy  David,  minister  at  Leith,  appointed  to  reaspn  ^n 

ch^^ch-gove  nment,  L  160.     Imprisoned  by  Arran,  i.  314. 

Reproved  by  Melville,  ii.  143,    Made  Bishop  of  Hossi  ii.  150. 
i.  I  Lord,  ii.  S3, 

-r-; John,  i.  54. 

'  ■■■   .    John,  of  Balcarras^  Secretary  of  State,  iu  155^  359. 
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Lkniusy  Justus,  his  high  opinioa  of  Melville't  Stephaniskion, 

i.  184, 
Logie^  Gavin,  i  22a. 
— ^  Thomas,  i.  219. 
Lollards,  in  Ayrshire,  i.  8. 
Loxjoe,  Dt  Peter,  ii.  322-5. 

Mkkf^e^  Andrew,  torn  c^his  eall  to  Crullaae,  i.  40S-^» 
Mamandy  Sir.RichiM,  of  Lethington,  i.  123. 

■  Thomas  a  fellow  student  of  Melville,  i.  13*    Ac* 

count  of,  i.  123-5. 
«.«— —  William,  Secretary,  i.  123.  331. 

Lord  Thlriestane,  Chanedlor,  i.  123.  his  prudcncei  L 


3^9-8(X    Visited  by  Melville  on  his  death-bed,  ii.  56. 
BHlcohn,  John,  i.  259*  ii.  512, 
Manders^riy  William,  i.  432. 
tAfar,  Countess  of,  i.  101. 

Earl  of,  i.  105,  320.  ii.  36,  54,  280,  429- 

Marischali  Earl  oft  College  in  Aberdeenr  founded  by,  ii.  287* 
JldarsUliers,  Pierre  de,  teaches  Melville  Greek  and  Frmcfa  at 

Mtmtrobe,  i  11-12. 
Mdrtid,  Richard,  i.  227. 

MartinCf  James,  principal  of  St.  Salvator's  CoDege,  i.  247, 249. 
Mari/^  Queen  of  iScots,  whether  the  Scots  ministen  revised  to 

Eray  for,  i.  863-5     Lines  by  Melville  on  her  execution^ 
368.    Her  grant  to  the  College  of  Glasgow,  i.  435. 

Majnvelly  Gabriel,  i.  135. 

'i Johti,  a  poet,  his  panegyric  on  King  James,  ii.  240. 

John,  son  of  Lord  Hemes,  resents  MelviUe's  reproof 

i.  83.    His  submission,  i.  84. 

Mdii9UAy  Pauluis,  the  poet,  a  friend  of  Melville,  i.  42. 

Melville,  family  of,  i.  2,  407. 

Davidf,  a  brother  of  Melville,  i.  4. 

^  David,  a  Regent  at  Glasgow  and  St  Andrews,  i.  433- 

'*'■■'.  Sir  James,  Melville's  reply  to  his  advice,  i.  273. 

James^  brother  of  Melville,  minister  at  Arbroath,  u$, 

*■■  ■  -^  James,  nephew  to^  Melville,  account  of,  i.  60-3.  His 
opinion  of  James'  early  proficiency,  i.  65.  Teaches  in  the 
university  of  Glasgow,  i.  74-5.  Assaulted  by  Boyd  and 
Cdnnin^am,  i.  86.  Professor  of  oriental  languages  at  St 
Andrews,  i.  252.  Preaches  there,  i.  279.  Flees  to  Eng- 
land, 1.31 7.  Prosecutes  Adamson,  i  351-5.  His  interview 
with  an  admiral  of  the  Spanish  Annada,  i.  375-8.  His  ac* 
count  of  grammar  schools,  i.  411-12.  Of  Melville's  method 
qf  teaching,  i.  4%-9*    Becomes  ministeir  at  Anstruther  and 
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Eilrlnnjr,  u*  2.-  His  dkinterested  conduct,  ii.  2-5*  VIndf* 
^  taied  from  a  slander,  ii.  40-2.  A  favourite  at  court,  ii.  43. 
Accompanies  the  Kins  in  his  expedition  against  the  popish 
lords,  ii.  50.  Loses  the  King's  favour,  ii.  SS^  181.  Warns 
his  brethren  of  the  designs  of  the' court,  ii.  1 27.  His 
account  of  an  eclipse,  ii.  1^8-9.  Refuses  to  keep  the  anni- 
versary of  the  Kill's  escape  from  Gowrie;  ii.  173.  His 
reasons  of  protest  against  episcopacy,  ii.  21 5-17.  Called 
up  to  Lonaon,  ii.  ^1.  His  speecn  before  the  Scottish 
council  there,  ii.  234.  Refused  access  to  his  uncle  in  the 
Tower,  Ii,  260.  Confined  at  Newcastle,  ii.  267.  Severity 
^  shewn  tp,  ii.  268.  His  aUentions  to  Melville,  ii.  271,  359-60. 
■  Extracts  from  letters  by  Melville  to,  ii.  339,  344,  345,  352, 
853,  355,  356,  353, 360, 366,  369,  373,  375,  383, 397,  405, 
410,  412, 415,  425, 433,  437.  Extracto  from  letters  to  Mel? 
YiUe,  by,  ii.  352,  356.  360,  367,  370,  382,  386,  897,  407, 
421.  423,  424.  His  letter  to  P.  Simson,  ii.  347.  Corrc»: 
pondience  about  his  proposed  second  marriage,  ii.  365-74. 
Offered  a  bishoprick,  ii.  375.  Goes  to  Berwick,  ii.  396. 
His  death  and  character,  438-42.  His  works,  ii.  505-9. 
MeMUty  John  of  Dvsart,  uncle  to  Melville,  i.  3. 

/         John,  brother  to  Melville,  minister  at.  Crail,  u  4. 
-^— —  Patrick,  nephew  of  Melville,  professor  of  Hebrew  at 
Glasgow,  i.  76.    At  St  Andrews,  ii.  5.    His  ingratitude  to 
Mdville,  ii.  274. 

Richard,  the  father  of  Melville,  proprietor  of  Baldo- 


vie,  i.  2.     His  sons,  i.  3.    Killed  at  Pinkie,  i.  4. 

Richard,  son  to  the  formw,  minister  at  Maritonn  and 


Inchbraock,  i.  3.  His  dutilul  conduct  towards  Mel^e, 
i.  5,  6  Accompanies  Erskine  of  Dun  to  the  continent,  L 
10.  Cultivates  Wishart's  acquaintance,  i.  11.  His  care  of 
his  son's  education,  i.  61.    His  death,  i.  ^. 

Roger,  brother  to  Melville,  i.  3*    Accompanies  Afelr 


ville  in  his  flight  to  England,  i  .293. 

Robert,  brother  to  A^^hrille,  L  4. 

'--T —  Sir  Robert,  his  visit  and  advice  to  Melville,  i.  285. 

Thomas,  brother  to  Melville,  secretary-dqiate  of 


Scotland,  i.  3* 

>  Walter,  brother  to  Melville,  a  magistrate  in  Moor 


trose,  i.  3* 
MdvHleSy  of  Baldovy,  i.  409. 

Mercerusy  Joannes,  MeK  ille  studies  Hebrew  under,  i.  23, 
MUnCy  Andrew,  i.  412. 

Monbemauy  an  emissary  of  Guise,  i.  263,  470. 
Aloncneffy  Gilbert,  i.  102,  118. 
Montgomery  y  Robert,  made  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  by  Lennox, 

i.  ^6.    Accused  by  Melville,  ibid.     Sxc.<>mnui)icated,  L 

266-70.     Restored,  i,  394. 
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Mdnigomery,  thfe  poet,  u  191.  ii.  S25.  '  c 

•Montrose^  Robert  de,  i.  216.  ... 

Menypt/invy  Dfevid,  ii  479. 
Mortoriy  Earl  of,  Regent,  wishes  Melville  for  bjs  domettic 

teacher,  i.  59.     Prosecutes  Davidson  for  his  poem,  i   127-8. 

Opposes  the  General  Assembly,  i.  154.     His  queries  to 

them,   i.   1644      His  displeasure  at  Melville,  i.  173.    In- 
*   tehds  the  bishoprick  of  St, Andrews  for  Melville,  u  492. 

Nominates  \  elville  to  a  council  at  Magdeburgh,  i^  193-4. 

Interview  between  Melville  and,  i.   194»6.      Resigns  the 
'  i*egencyj  i.  197. 

William  Douglas,  Earl  of,  his  character,  ii.  990. 

'MotUin,  Joachim  du,  a  French  refugee,  i.  360. 

,  Pierre  du,  entertains  Melville  at  Paris,  ii.  418.. 
Murray y  Sir  David,  specimen  of  his  poetry,  ii  327. 
— ^-^ —  Sir  Gideon,  studies  under  Melville,  i.  76. 
-^-^'- —  James,  Earl  of.  Regent,  studies  under  Ramus,  i.  24. 

His  character  defended  by  Melville,  i.  393. 

.— John,  minister  of  Leith,  ii.  396. 

Sir  Patrick,  gains  over  ministers,  |to  the  court,  n.  106^ 


101 ,  104, 108.     Endeavours  to  intimidate  Melville^  ii.  108-9. 

Deputed  to  the  Synod  of  Fife^  ii.  i26. 
Murray^  Sir  William,  i,  10.:. 
, Thomas,  tutor  to  Prince  Charles,  a  fm&d  of  M^iMe, 

ii.  410, 530.  i  I 

'       '        N  '      .' 

Nainty  Duncan,  studies  under  Melville,  i.  76. 

Nnpier,  John,  of  Merthiston,  his  discoveries,  ii.  321-2- 

Netoton,  Sir.  Adam,  studies  undejr  Melville,  i.  76. 

Ntcohouy  James,  minister  at  Meigle,  gained  over  by  the-King, 

ii.  JL05.     His  death,  ii.  251. 
Nubety  Murdoch,  i.  414. 

;■    o 

Ogihyy  Lord,  i.  56. 

O^aUy  £hr.  Dean  of  St  Paul's,  Melville  conmiitted  priseiier 
to,  iu  246-7. 

Paschasiusy  professor  at  Paris,  Melville  studies  mathaaoatics 

under,  i.  24. 
Palingeniusy  an  Italian  poet,  i.  16.  ii*  427,  509. 
Perroty  Charles,  i.  427. 
Pinauldy  i.  427. 
Piscatory  John,  ii.  187,  429. 
Piessisy  Phihp  IMLomay,  lord  du,  corresponds  with.Mehrille|  ii 

187-8,  443. 
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Pcitoarii  Andrew,  presses  MelvSleV  retora  Irom  Oenevig 

L  53.    Incidents  auring  their  journey  to  Scodandy  i.  54-6. 

A  benefactor  to  the  College  of  Glasgovr,  u  91*    Bean  of 

Faculty  in  the  University,  L  ISd. 
Pont^  Robest,  minister  of  St  Cuthberts,  declines  the  judgment 

of  the  Privy  Council,  i.  267«    Preadies  at  St  Andrews,  L 

279.    Protests  against  acts  of  parliament,  and  fleea,  i.  SIS. 

Speaks  for  ministers'  vote  in  parliament,  iL  ld&    His  wa^ 

ings,  ii.  315. 
Portusy  Pranciscus,  a  Candian,  professor  of  Chroek  at  Geaera, 

account  of,  i.  34.     Anecdote  of  Melville  and,  i.  35.    His 

defence  of  F^im^  procestantii,  i*  51. 
Primrose^  Gilbert,  commissioned  to  procure  Mekille  to  the 

College  of  Rochelle,  ii.  340. 

Q 

Qjninquarboftta^  Jaappesy  Melville  studies  Hebrew  under,  i.  23. 

R 

Raino/ds^  Dr  John,  i.  321. 
Kakighy  Sir  Walter,  u.  354,  401. 
Ramsaify  Alexander,  i,  13. 
I  '  '  Thomas,  i.  4. 

• William,  i.liO-lK 

Ramusy  Petrus,  Melville  attends  his  lectures,  i.  23, 24.  ii  BOS. 

Earl  of  Murray  studies  under,  1.  23.    Influence  of  his 

opinions,  ii.  302^. 
Randolphy  Sir  Thomas,  i.  15.   Xetter  of  Budianan  to,  ii.  515. 
Rci4,  Robert,  Bishop  o£  Orkney  and  Zetland,  iegacr  to  Ae 

college  of  Edinburgh,  by,  \u  283.    Intends  a  ^o&ega  m 

Orkney,  ii.  283-4. 
Resb^y  John,  i.  415, 
Rickardsany  John,  i.  4. 
Rivety  Pr.  Andrew,  ii.  490. 
RobertsoHy  John,  i.  252.  His  presehtation  to  be  prindpid  of  ^ 

new  College  of  St.  Andrews,  i.  479-81.  ii.  6. 
iiM  ,  l5r.  Willmm,  refnarks  on  his  bis  faistoty,  i  B*40, 

296-7. 
y  ■    ,  WHliam,  master  of  ^e  Grammar  School  of  Edin* 

burgh,  i.  136,  459-60. 
RoUoeky  Hercules,  i.  485-6^  H.  296-7,  928. 

,  Robert,  JMncipal  of  the  College  of  Edinbai|di,  L  854, 

ii.  Il8,  487.    Attends  Melville's  lecUures,  i.  254.  HkdMli 

and  character,  ii.  1^.    His  writings,  M.  <d98»9. 
^«,  a  preacher  censured  by  the  General  Asseinblf  ftr  firee- 

doms  used  in  pulpit,  ii.  46. 
jR^io,  John,  luinister  at  Perthy  L  ^7.    A  ntttdlwr  of  tba^ 
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.  mietee  fdr  ^cussing  the  questum  of  church  government^  i. 

160.    His^death,  1.208. 
Ruikerjurdf  John,  PHncipal  oi  St.  Salvator*s  CoUege,  i.  107- 

10,  127.    His  death,  i.  249* 


iS^ftft  Jofaa,  his  character  of  Melville,  ii.  4«67-8. 

Bt3&giM(Ms^  professor  fii  Hebrew  at  Fftris,  MelvUle  attends  \m 

lectures,  i  24. 
Midmryy  Earl  of,  sends  for  Melville  to  the  English  privy 

council,  iL  256-7.    Silenced  by  Melville,  ii.  259. 
fkmOe,  Thomas,  a  friend  of  Melvflle,  i.  321.    Melville's  letter 

to,  ii.  518. 
&RM>|y,  Duchess  of,  her  charity  to  the  French  relWees,  i.  43. 
SedtscTy  Joseph,  at  Geneva  with  Melville,  i.  43.  ftars^  Mel- 

▼flle's  poetry,  i.  384.  ii.  51 1.    Melville's  regrets  at  his  death, 

iL368^ 
■  "         ,  Julius  Caesar,  Melville's  epigrams  on,  i.  44. 
Schenesy  John,  i.  215. 
Scaif  William,  minister  of  Cupar,  called  up  to  London,  ii.  221. 

281,  256—7,  his  constancy,  ii.  426,  532. 
Scrimgery  Henry,  a  relation  of  Melville,  and  professor  o£  civil 

law  at  Gaieva,  account  of,  i.  39-41,  421 -4*    Buchanan's 

esteem  for,  i.  52.    His  library,  i.  422. 
ISenmliy  Sir  James  of  Bdtrees,  his  kmdness  to  Melville,  ii.  339. 

Mdvilfe's  gratitude  to,  ii.  410.    His  reply  to  Tilenuft,  ii. 

458.    Melville's  letter  to,  ii.  529. 
Bmrranm^  i.  427. 

S^fmaur,  Sir  William,  Melville's  verses  to,  ii.  401-2. . 
Smurp^  John,  minister  of  £almany  found  guilty  of  treason,  ii. 

205. 

— ; ,  Patrick,  i.  77,  136.  ii.  Sll. 

Sibbatdf  George,  of  Rankeiller  over,  receives  Melville  at  Paris, 

ii.  417. 
:.JMli##%  Abndiaflt,  minister  of  Norham,  ii.  314. 
,  Alexander,  minister  at  Merton^  ii.  313. 
■-    '  ■-'  ,  AnA-ew,  minister  at  Dunbar,  iu  313. 

■  ,  Archibald,  minister  of  Da&ejth,  his  writings,  ii.  314. 
■M »!  ,  Patrick,  minister  c^  Sdrlmg,  protest  against  Episco- 
pacy drawn  up  by,  ii.  213.     Studies  Hebrew,  iL  313.     His 

history  of  the  church,  ii.  314.    James  Melville's  letter  to^ 

ii.  347-^.    Promotes  a  collection  for  Melville,  ii.  412.     His 

death,  ii.  532. 
—  .1     ■' ',  William,  minister  of  Dunbarton,  his  Hebrew  learning 

ii.  313-4. 
Skeeitf  James,  i.  326.  IL  522. 
JUeme,  Sir  John,  >  113.  n.  317-18. 

,  William,  professor  of  law  at  St.  Andrews,  i.  Ill,  255. 

Mm2 
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Smetorty  Thomas,  account  of,  i.  Wl-^^.    Succeeds  Melville 
as  principal  of  the  College  of  Glasgow,  i,  207.     Called  to 
St  Andrews,  i.  281,  473.     His  death,  i.  283. 
Smith,  John,  professor  at  Sedan,  ii.  420. 

,  Richard,  i.  227. 

SnapCy  a  nonconformist  minister,  offers  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
Scots  ministers  at  London,  ii.  269  ^ 

Spotgwoody  Archbishop  John^  studies  under  Melville,  i.  76. 
iRemarks  on  his  history,  i  89-90,  163,  174-81,  1^6-9,  357, 
383.  ii.  17,  43,  71-2,  94-5^  113r5, 134, 151,  317,  444-5  His 
letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Haddington,  i.  492.  tiis  beha- 
viour as  to  t!^  tumult  in  Edinburgh,  ii.  494-5.  Present  at 
the  conferences  in  London,  ii.225  Advises  Melville  to  pe- 
tition the  English  privy  council,  ii.  343.  Violate*  his  engage<« 
ments  in&vour  of  rresbytery,  ii.  151,  393  Made  a  lord  of 
Session,  ii.  385  Affects  to  befriend  Melville,  ii  351,. 414. 
Interferes  with  the  election  of  magistrates  of  Glasgow  and 
Ayr,  ii.  422 

Straitfu.    Bee  Laurieston, 

Stephanie  Stevenson,  William,  i.  215i 

Stephens,  Henry,  a  friend  of  Melville,  i.  42,  427. 

Stewart,  Archbishop,  Alexander,  i  220,  222,  223. 

Stevoarty  Esme,  Lord  d'Aubigne.     See  Lennox^  Dttke  q/l 

— — ,  Captain  James      See  Arran,  Earl  of, 
'  y  Walter,  Lord  tilantyre,  i.  105. 

— — ,  \yilliam,  Melville's  accuser  before  the  privy  council, 

i.  290 
.  Strachauy  Alexander,  minister  of  Creich,  found  guilty  of  trea- 
son, ii  205.     His  death,  ii.  452 

Symey  Alexander,  Reader  of  law  to  tlie  queen  regent,  i.  Ill, 
442. 

T 

TaUetLSy  his  Rhetoric  taught  by  Melville,  i.  72. 

Tilenusy  Daniel,  joint  professor  of  divinity  with  Melville  at  Se- 
dan, ii.  421.  Character  of,  ii.  429.  Embraces  Arminianism, 
and  leaves  Sedan,  ii.  44-t.  Attacks  the  Scottish  Presbyteri- 
ans, ii.  457.  • 

TurnbuHy  William,  Bishop,  founds  the  College  of  Glasgow 
i.  66-68- 

Ttirn('bu$y  itadrianus,' Melville  studies  Greek  under,  i.  21^ 
,    r^r»e,  Fatter,  Melville  disputes  with,  i,  56 

-  V 

Vaudemonty  Prince  de,  ii»  242. 
VauUroUiery  a  printer,  i.  204 
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Wadey  Sir  William,  governor  of  the  Tower,  indulgent  to  Mel- 
ville, ii  4?01 
Wallace^  Robert,  minister  at  St.  Andrews,  ii.  14,  479.    In- 
terrupted in  the  pulpit  by  the  King,  ii.  1 12.  Admitted  mi- 
nister of  Tranent,  ii    121.     Called  up  to  London,  ii.  222« 
246.    His  critical  studies,  ii.  311. 
WdUingham,  Secretary,  D  ivison's  letters  to,  ii.  521-4. 
Wan^  Martin,  suppresses  a  teacher  at  Glasgow,  i.  457-8. 
Wardlavoy  Bishop  Henry,  i.  211. 

Watson^  William,  minister  at  BrjuBtisland,  called  up  to  Lon- 
don by  the  King,  ii.  222. 
Weems,  David,  minister  of  Glasgow,  i*  187. 
Wecheliusy  Andrew,  a  printer,  1.  204,  464. 
Welch,  John,  minister  at  Ayr,  fpui^d  guilty  of  high  treai^n,  ii^ 
205.     Banished  to  France,  ii.  208.     His  reply  to  Gilbert 
Brown,  ii.  209.     Minister  of  Jonsack,  ii.  432. 
Weltvoody  William,  professor  of  Mathem^^tics  in  St.  Andrews, 
i.  255.    Deprived  of  his  situation  as  Professor  of  Law,  ii. 
119.     His  writings,  ii.  313-21 . 
WhUgifty  Archbishop,  Adamson's  letter  to,  ii.  519. 
Whitey  James,  i.  460 
WhiUakery  Dr.  William,  i.  321 . 

Wicliffcy  John,  the  influence  of  his  opinions  in  Scotland,  i.  8-10. 
Wilkiey  James,  i  82,  249,  429,  489.  ii.  44, 

,  Robert,  i.  352,  423,  476.     His  death,  ii.. 8. 

Wilson^  Thomas,  biographer  of  archbishop  Adamson,  his  tes- 
timony to  Melville's  erudition,  i  253. 
Winga  e,  Winzet,  Ninian,  i  456. 
Winramy  John,  i,  149,  15i,  133,  276-7. 
Wisharty  George,  i  10. 
Woddrington,  Henry,  i.  851.    A  letter  by,  ii.  516* 

Y 

Youngy  Alexander,  i.  52, 220. 

I  ,  Peter,  King  James'  tutor,  i.  64.    Counteracts  Bucha-' 

nan,  i.  103-5. 
Youngsorty  Robert,  minister  of  Clatt»  aneicdote  of,  ii.  204. 

Z 

Zouch^  Dr.,  his  opinion  of  Melville's  treatment  at  London,  il^ 

261 .    His  character  of  Melville,  ii.  468-9. 
Ztjoill,  Mr.  Robert,  ii.  479.     > 


THE   END, 


ERRATA. 


VOL.  tL 

Vttgt  24,  line   6^  for  vneU^  read  nephew, 

«—  !E9S»  ^  1^  from  bottom,  for  Mmtier  of  the  Bigh  School  of 

Edmhurgh^amiMmi^erqfLagietteaAMmu-- 

Ur  ^  LogiCf  and  Htmier  •f  the  High  School 

of  Edinburgh, 
«-—  306^  —  11,  from  bottom,  fbr  CttaUna  OdhigtiM,  read  Cnu 

tmlina  Ceihegmm, 
«...-  386^  mmm     g,  foT  jwoc^mIni^,  read  procedure. 
...I..  430,  «)-     9,  firom  bottom,  for  lo,  nadft'om. 
>i— •  510,  •»     5,  fiwi  bottom,  for  T^oh^,  read  TtltfoA^rtnk 


Caw^  Elder,  Printers. 
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